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the “length of time of the continual sacrifice," and then later 
the length of the “desolation,” involving the sanctuary. Тһе 
combined length of "these two periods, added one to the other 
and taken together," will be 2300 years, "after which the sanc- 
tuary shall be purified." * 

This simple апа literal interpretation leads Nicole to the 
Puppen as to the ше for pos the 2300 years, Ned 


2 Ibid. p. 351. | сара _ 
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from "the end of the indignation” (verse 19), or Babylonian. 
captivity, and the return of the Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem, 
and the "complete reestablishment of the religious services 
in the holy city." * ‘Then, he asserts, will begin the 2300 years. 

3. STARTS UNDER ARTAXERXES; Nor Cyrus ок DARIUS.— 
Finally, under the heading, "4. More precise research of the 
beginning of the end of the 2300 years under consideration,” 
Nicole contends that the restoration of the worship was not 
complete in the first phase under Cyrus, so that could not be - 
the starting point. The same reasons “oblige us to reject" the 
dedication of the second temple under Darius, in: 575 B.C. 
This, therefore, leaves the reign of Artaxerxes upon which to 
"focus our attention." * Such dating, he adds, "merits the most 
exact examination." The expiration of 2300 years from that 
date would occur. "not very far from the time in which we live." * 

Referring to the decrees issued to Ezra and Nehemiah, 
Nicole notes that only at this time was the Holy City raised up 
from its ruins and surrounded by new walls, with the worship 
of God established in a "stable manner." This, then, was the 
beginning of the "seventy weeks of years," during which the . 
Mosaic worship would last, and would close ‘‘with the cessation 
of the sacrifice and the oblation.” * Therefore, with the 2300 
years dated from the reign of Artaxerxes, "the end of the 2300 ` 
‘years should follow in the year 1846 or 1847 of our era," when 
"the faithful will be able to hope to see accomplished the puri- 
fication of the sanctuary.” = 

. Such is the close reasoning on the true number and dating 
of the 2300 years which the French lawyer Nicole of Nyon in- 
jected in 1829 into the widespread discussion of prophecy. 


IV. Fry-Dates 2300 Years 457-1844; Extends Other Periods 
Jonn Fry (1775-1849), rector of Desford, Leicester, was 
a graduate: of University: College, Oxford.” He was the author 
33 Ibid. AM 8t Ibid. 
pido 
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of numerous books on prophecy, including T'he Second Advent; 
or, the Glorious Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ. (1822), 
The Epochs of Daniel's Prophetic Numbers Fixed (1828), and 
Observations on the Unfulfilled Prophecies of Scripture, which 


Are Yet to Have Their Accomplishment Before the Coming | 


of the Lord in Glory, or at the Establishment of His Everlasting 
Kingdom (1835). The previous writing of A Short History of 
the Church of Christ (1825), designed for schools, gave him 
a clear grasp of the historical counterpart of prophecy. Fry is an 
example of revision and progression of view in the thirteen years 
elapsing -between his earliest and latest volumes. His clarity, 
and the comprehensive scope of his expositions, as well as his 
later revisions, and his emphasis of 1844 call for a rather close 
tracing of his positions. Though they may be a bit tedious, they 
exemplify the interpretation of the times and the processes of 
reasoning employed. 


1. EARLY UNCERTAINTY IN Datine 2300 YEARS.—Fry, who 
cites Sir Isaac Newton on his title page, from the first follows 
the standard interpretation of the four empires of prophecy, 
and the western divisions of the fourth, for Danie] 2 and 7.” 
He follows Machiavelli and Bishop Lloyd's list of the ten primary 
kingdoms. The Ostrogoths, Heruli, and Lombards are the 
three plucked up.“ Persia and Grecia are the powers of Daniel 
8, with Mohammedanism as the conspicuous horn.“ On the 
2300 years of Daniel 8:14, Fry shows that by dating from the 
alleged year of the vision, 553 в.с., 2300 years leads to 1747. 
But at that time "the sanctuary has in no sense been cleansed, 
either in the west, or in the east, or on the holy mountains of 
Palestine." * 

This indicated a later date for the commencement of the 
period.  Hale's testimony to the genuineness of the 2300 is 
cited, as also the adoption of the 2400 by Faber and Frere— 
2400 from 553 s.c. leading to A.p. 1847. On this, Fry takes no 


T. зэ Jobn Fry, The Second Advent; or, The Glorious Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
vol. 2, pp. 1-28. d 
40 Ibid., pp. 15-19. а Ibid., pp. 29-34. 42 Ibid., p. 44. 
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personal position in his 1822.volume. But the seventy weeks, 
or 490 years, he unhesitatingly puts from 457 в.с. to the year A.D. 
38, at which latter date he places the crucifixion.“ 


2. ExrENDs CLosE or 1290 Амр 1335 BEYOND 2300 gs 
is also uncertain, at this early date, as to how and when to date 
the 1290- and 1335-year periods.^ But he looks upon the taking 
away of the daily as the "same thing as ‘giving the saints,’ or 
the ‘times and the laws,’ into the hand of the Little Horn of 
` the fourth beast,” and that the interruption of the temple service. 
is the same as the “triumph of the papal idolatry” over the 
principle and provision of early Christianity.* So he concludes 
that "thirty years after the close of the little horn's triumphant 
reign,” will be some notable happening, and forty-five years 
beyond that “comes the happy era for which you long." “ In 
any event, he avers, "we are somewhere about the termination 
of this period—are near approaching it, or perhaps have actually 
passed it.” * 


3. Nor Posirive on Datine or 1260 Yrans.—After As- 
serting the propriety of studying and discussing these numbers, 
he asks when the Papacy assumed its power, and says: 

"Could we fix with certainty on this, of all epochas most important, 
then could we say with confidence: date from. that epocha 1260 years, and 
you will see the papacy cease to have ‘the saints,’ or ‘the times and laws,’ 
in its hand or power; date 30 years from that era, and you will witness 
another remarkable occurrence: and if you have but the happiness to reach, 
in your prolonged earthly pilgrimage, five-and-forty years beyond the 
expiration of that thirty, you will see the advent of Messiah's kingdom, and 
the end of all these wonders." *? 


He cites the various beginning dates assigned to it by men 
in the past—365, 410, 455, 529, 533, 540, 606, and on into the 
eighth century. He says he has not yet reached his own con- 
clusions, but expresses the opinion that “the expiration of this 
period of 1260 years will alone show when it began."" Не 
inclines, however, to Cunmghane s 533-1793 dating. The 1290 


4 Ibid., p. 47. атый p. 89. а pid. p.90, ` 
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years would then reach to 1823, and the forty-five years beyond 
that epoch, "that is, in the year of our Lord 1868, the hope of 
Israel, and of all the ends of the earth, appears." * Therefore 
the cleansing, or vindicating, of the sanctuary “may shortly be 
expected to be developed." “ The time is "fast approaching.” 


4. APPLICATION AND TIMING OF TRUMPETS.—On the trum- 
pets, the first four are the emigrations of the barbarians—Alaric 
and his Goths, Genseric and the Vandals, Attila and the Huns 
forming the first three.” The fifth is the Saracens for five ` 
prophetic months (150 years), from 612-762. The sixth is 
the Ottoman Turks, the prophetic hour, day, month, and year 
(391 years), being from 1281 to 1672.* 


5. FRANCE TENTH or City; BEAST, THE PAPACY: —With 
others, Fry believed the tenth part of the city, that fell under 
the blow of the earthquake, to be France casting off the papal 
yoke with violence. Thus the whole. papal city was “shaken 
to its very foundations.” " And as captive Greece subdued her 
Roman conqueror, so Rome in turn "cast the fetters of a moral 
captivity upon the fierce invaders of the North."" And the 
beast of Revelation 13 is the same as Rome's papal Little Horn 
of Daniel 7.” | 


6. SixrH. (Токкіѕн) ViaL YET ЕотокЕ.—Мо wholly cer- . 
tain the first four vials can be shown to have been fulfilled in ` 
recent European history, Fry 18 sure that the sixth—the drying _ 
ар of the Euphrates, or "Ottoman Turks"— is "still future." ^ 


7. Papacy IN WEsT; MOHAMMEDANISM IN East.—In his 
later Observations on the Unfulfilled Prophecies of Scripture, 
Fry places on the title page the text, "The great day of the Lord 
is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the 
Lord." Discussing the latter part of Daniel 11, he holds that 
the last of the four empires of Daniel 2 and 7 is there portrayed, 
to be followed by the kingdom 9 the saints. "Chittim" means 

ТОЯ ањ. iti Be 
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Rome, and "the development of an apostasy from the true 
religion” parallels the exaltation of the “wicked one.” ® Не 
notes the prior parceling out of the Roman Empire, represented 
by the ten toes and the ten horns. The exceeding great horn of 
Daniel 8, Fry still believed to be the eastern, or Mohammedan, 
power.” { 

8. REVELATION 14:6 iN Process OF FULFILLMENT.— Section 
Four deals with the predicted "Signs of the Approaching 
Day of the Lord," among which he places the special "preaching 
of the gospel of the kingdoni," which he felt was "beginning 

.to be accomplished,” citing Revelation 14:6. He speaks regret- 

fully of some who were futilely "thinking to prepare a Mil- 
lennium for themselves, under the present dispensation." " 
And he declares that many "will be enlightened to see the 
bearing of the word of prophecy upon the times on which we 
are fallen: the proclamation. will go forth, ‘Fear God,.and give 
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come. "^ Fry 
adds, interestingly, that "the epithet 'everlasting, applied to 
the ‘Gospel of the kingdom’ is peculiar to this passage, and 
seems to intimate the introduction of a dispensation of the 
kingdom which shall be forever." This all lakes place before 
- the great and terrible day of the Lord." 

9. REVELATION 17; OVERTURNING OF PAPAL SUPREMACY.— 
The hating of the whore, in Revelation 17, denotes “the over- 
turning of the supremacy and dominion of the Roman church, 
which the kingdoms of the western empire had borne for so - 
many ages as a beast of burden.” ‘This is to take place before, 
or at least before the close of, the pouring out of the last vial of 
judgment.” 

10. Gison Best Expositor or Trumpets.—In an Ap 
pendix of.this later work, in interpreting the first six trumpets, 
Fry states, “I have been convinced for many years, that the in- 
fidel historian; Gibbon, is the best of all expositors,” and that 
“the era of the six trumpets, agrees with his era of “the fall of the 


во John Fry, Observations on the Ve ulfilled Prophecies of S ripiure, B 24. 
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‘Roman empire’ both in the west and in the east." Moreover, 
he feels that the fall in the West is symbolized by the first 
four, with "the fifth and sixth the fall of the Roman power in 
the east." " He again identifies the first three trumpets as Alaric 
and his Goths about 395, Genseric and his Vandals about 429, 
and Attila and his Huns about 433.* After the fourth, a "break 
in the prophecy is strongly marked in the vision"—the angelic 
announcement of the three woes to follow. The fifth is the 
Mohammedan Saracens, and the sixth the Mohammedan Turks.” 

11. 1260 Years FotLow Breakup or Rome.—The be- 
ginning of the 1260.years Fry places “after the destructive 
inroads of the barbarian nations.” Тһе papal Little Horn of 
Daniel 7 is the "prime mover in the war made on the saints." ^ 

19. Seven Times or GENTILES (677 B.C. To A.D. 1844) — 
Holding to the clear principle that in prophetic time a day 
stands for a year, Fry indicates that the “‘seven times of the 
Gentiles," or 2520 years, dated from the captivity of Manasseh, 
in 677 B.c., “would close in the year of our Lord 1844.” ® This 
expression— "times of the Gentiles"—he adds, had "caught 
the attention" of many expositors.” 

.18. 2300 Years—457 в.с. To А.р. 1844. —And the 2300 
years of Daniel 8, "on the same scale so many years," Fry now 
clearly begins from “the same epocha" as the seventy weeks of 
Daniel 9—from the going forth of the decree to restore Jeru- 
. salem in 457 в.с.. Then he adds with positiveness: "If the 
twenty-three liundred years are to be dated from the same epoch, 
(adding one for the year of the era) they also terminate A.D. 
1844," * 

14. 391-YEAR PERIOD MAY END 1844. —In addition to these 
two, both terminating in 1844, Fry adds that the 391 years of 
Revelation 9:15 may also be "dated from the establishment of 
the Mohomedan Turks at Constantinople.” The number of 
days, counted on the common scale, may also terminate in the 


ве Ibid., p.349. ` e8 Ibid., p. 350. 70 Ibid., рр: КШ 373. 
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year A.D. 1844.” The fractional part of the year is also noted as 
of the “hour.” 


1. MOoHAMMEDANS ALSO ExPEcr CHRIST TO REVISIT THE 
EARTH.—Fry calls attention, moreover, to the remarkable fact 
that "the Mohammedans in various parts of the world, have 
their expectations fixed on the same year, A.D. 1844.” ™ This 
was on the basis of the 1200th year from the Hegira, when, many 
believed, “Jesus Christ shall revisit the earth, and when all men 
-shall be of one faith." " Then Fry concludes: 


"Whether -we shall or shall not be led by our best inductions from 
the prophecies of the Scriptures, to conclude that the year A.D. 1844, be 
the actual period of the coming of our Lord in glory-——as the Mahomedans 
suppose to make us all of their religion—For they say that, though 
Mahomed is the greater prophet, and his religion the only true one; yet 
that Mahomed is not risen from the dead, but that Jesus is, and that in his ~ 
person this visitation is to take place. This coincidence in. the expectation 
of so large a body of mankind, with the general prospects of the people 
who wait for redemption in the Church of Christ, is certainly not to be 
disregarded. Something very similar was the case, from whatever cause, . 
in respect of the whole civilized world, at or near the epoch of the first 
advent." ° 


16. CLEANSING OF SANCTUARY APPLIED TO JERUSALEM.— 
The impressive implications of 1844 on the basis of such calcu- 
lations, leads Fry to this discussion of the cleansing of the sanc- 
tuary: | | 


“It is, indeed, a matter of the most awful inquiry, —on the assumption 
that this hypothesis which directs our attention to A.D. 1844, is true— 
what expectation can be formed from the holy Scriptures respecting the 
events of that epoch. It is said in Daniel, chapter viii.l4, in connection 
with the expiration of the two thousand three hundred days—‘then shall 
the sanctuary be cleansed.’ The original is 'justified/—in the sense I 
should suppose of—vindicated in the claim of asserted rights or granted 
privilege. This seems to apply to the site of the holy temple of Jerusalem: 
this cleansing or justifying of the sanctuary may, therefore, predict in 
unfulfilled prophecy, the circumstances attending the possession of Jeru- 
salem, by that first restoration of Judah, and colonization of Palestine.” ” 


Others, Fry says, are of the opinion “that this ‘cleansing of 
- the sanctuary,’ should rather be referred to this last vindication 


33 Ibid., P. 371. B 75 Ibid. т Ibid. „р. 372. 
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of the holy city from the grasp of the last oppressor, and the 
actual possession of the mountain of the Lord's house, by the 
entrance of the divine presence, as described in the prophet 
Ezekiel.” * 


17. 1260 Years From SixrH TO NINETEENTH. CENTURY.— 
Fry contends that the restored and newly regulated government 
of Justinian afforded, in a special manner, a “model for the 
future spiritual monarchy of Papal Rome,” and that “the can- 
onical government of the Court of Rome, was the image of the 
civil or temporal sovereignty of the restored empire." "^ Now 
follows this unique statement of view concerning the chronology 
of the 1260 years: | 


“This constitution coming into operation in the latter part of the 
sixth century, and continuing its sway among the Roman Catholic nations 
till towards the close of the eighteenth centuary [sic], when it begins with 
violence to be exchanged for new principles of legislation and. govern- 
ment, has marked a cycle of twelve hundred and sixty years, which, since . 
- its determination in the French Revolution, has escaped the attention of 
few commentators of the scripture prophecies.” ® 


18. 1260 Years (537-1797); 1290 то 1827; 1335 то 1872.— 
Coming to the 1290 and 1835 days of Daniel 12: 11, from the 
taking away of the daily sacrifice, as from the time of the restora- 
tion of the supreme authority of Justinian,” Fry offers the period 
537-1797 for the 1260 years: 


"In the year 537, the year after the armies of Justinian had taken 
possession of Rome for the first time, November 17th, Bishop Sylverius 
by his order, or that of the wretched empress Theodora, was spoiled of his 
pontifical character, and immediately led into exile in the habit of a common 
monk, where it is said, he died by hunger. By command of the same 
authority, the Clergy of Rome proceeded to the choice of a new Bishop, 
and after solemn invocation of the Holy Ghost, elected the deacon. Vigilius, 
who had purchased this promotion 'by a bribe of two hundred pounds of 

old.’ ” ® 
i "Tf this should be the violation and abomination spoken of in the 
prophecy, from which the mystic days are to be dated, as of course anticipate 
the last mentioned dates sixteen years. From A. D. 537, the cycle of twelve 
hundred and sixty years, which brings us to A. D. 1797, is very remarkably 
terminated; this year was the last of the reign of. Pope Pius VI. A. D. 1793 


18 Ibid., p. 373. во Ibid. - 82 Ibid., p. 379. 
79 Ibid., p. 376. вз Ibid., p. 378. = 


VOICES IN SWELLING CHORUS f 497 


[1798], February 15th, the Roman people proclaimed their independence, 
'the tree of liberty,' as they called it, *was planted in the capitol.’ " * 

“Thirty years extended out from this epocha, brings us to 
the latter part of 1827." " Апа "on this hypothesis,” “the last 
forty-five years must be dated from 1827 or 1828, directing us 
to A.D. 1872 or 1873, for the blessed era intimated by Daniel." * 
The. arrival of these years, beginning with 1844, Fry solemnly 
concludes, "must be expected with feelings of deepest interest, 
by all who are ‘looking for this great day of the Lord. "* 

Be it noted, however, that while 1844 is mentioned, the 
climax of Fry’ s expectations is shifted over to the early seventies. 


88 Ibid. ` 85 Ibid., р. 380. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX 


Pophetic Society - 
and the Morning Watch 


The growing advent and prophetic awakening now takes 
on added form and force as the Society for the. Investigation of 
Prophecy is launched in England, and the Reformation Society 
in Ireland gets under way. Along with these is to be noted the 
rather pretentious quarterly The Morning Watch, which begins 
to exert considerable influence. Meantime, editors, historians, 
‘and clergymen continue to add their testimony. Note the pic- 
ture. 


I. Society Formed to Investigate Last-Day Prophecies 


-James H. Frere in 1826 conceived the idea of forming the 
Society for the Investigation of Prophecy. He wrote out sug- 
gestive rules for such an organization and prepared an opening 
address. He even obtained the consent of Edward Irving, a fre- 
quent visitor at his house, James Stratton, and Thomas White— 
all ministers—to become members of such a prophetic study 
group. Then the thought occurred to him that if God really 
desired such an organization formed He would also impress - 
someone else with its need. So he let the matter rest. | 

Not long after, Lewis Way, then minister of the English 
church in Paris, came to England on a visit, and sent word that 
he wished to see Irving. Frere accompanied him. Way at once 
told Irving, Hawtrey, secretary of the Society for Promoting 
Christianity Amongst the Jews, and Frere, of his burden to “im- 
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-press upon the church the duty of studying the Prophetic Scrip- 
tures with reference to the Second Coming of Our Lord.” After 
obtaining their consent to join in such an endeavor, Way secured 

lodgings near Frere, that they might study the Apocalypse 
together. And under Way’s signature the summons was sent 

‘out for the first meeting of its kind in June, 18262 · 

So the Society for the Investigation of Prophecy came into 
being, formed for the express purpose of studying “the speedy 
coming of our Lord, and the judgments about to come upon the 
Empire, and the Apostate Church, of Rome,” and in believed 
fulfillment of the demand of Revelation 14:8 and 18:37 Periodic , 
meetings and prepared papers were part of the plan. "This was 
now the third organization—along with the Society for the Pro- 
motion of Christianity Amongst the Jews and the Continental 
Society—having kindred objectives, and all concerned over the 
prophecies. 

The oe investigation Society was still flourishing in 
1848. A four-page “Private” notification slip lists all members 
and officers, as of May, 1848. It tabulates thirteen governing 
"Rules," and gives the subjects and speakers of the large semi- 
annual meeting for April, with notification of a similar meeting 
in November. The three-day spring conference is scheduled, 
beginning April 24, at St. George’s, Bloomsbury. A whole series 
of semiweekly lectures at St. George’s for the “Spring Course” 
is also tabulated, with subjects and speakers listed between 
February 23 and April 24, 1849.° -Meetings in the homes of 
the various members are also scheduled, the “President for 
the day" being the clergyman at whose house the meeting was 
to be held. The one to speak was given a month's notice. 

The Rules limit the membership to fifty, one fifth of whom 
might be laymen. In addition to such familiar names as Birks, 
Haldane Stewart, Pym, Marsh, Bickersteth, White, Baylee, 
Frere, Hoare, Brock, Elliott, and M’Neile, are many other cler- 


1 James H. Frere, Great Continental Revolution, pp. 85- 87. 
2 Ibid., pp. 86, 87. 
з Apparently these were held annually over a long period. Published collections for 
several different years are referred to as the * "Bloomsbury lectures" under Bickersteth and others. 
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gymen, including the Bishop of Cashel. These were stationed 
all over Britain. Among the members were the Duke of Man- 
chester, Sir Thomas Blomfield, and J. P. Plumptre, M. P. Several 
naval and military leaders are included—Rear Admiral Hope, 
Capt. F. E. V. Harcourt, R.N., and Capt. John Trotter. of the 
army. 

The "subjects iode: all bear on prophecy, the 
impending crisis, and the second advent, the coming kingdom 
being the keynote. 


II. Irish Reformation Society Calls “Out of Rome". 


'The Reformation Society, formed in 1827, was designed to 
play its part in fulfillment of the prophesied angelic messages 
of Revelation 14. It resulted in the successful preaching of the 
gospel in Ireland and succeeded in calling out many from the 
Church of Rome.‘ 


III. White—Ends 1290, 2300, and 391 in 1843-44 


Tuomas Ware,’ rector of St. Andrews, Hertford, and min- 
ister of Welbeck Chapel, St. Marylebone, was the writer of the 
closing paper in a series of seven read in 1828 before this Society 
for the Investigation of Prophecy. It was titled "Diagram and 
Observation Intended to Illustrate the Arrangement and assist 
the Exposition of the Apocalypse." Citing G. S. Faber, Thomas 
Gisborne, J. A. Brown, and William Cuninghame on the dating 
of the 1260 years —whether from 533 to 1793, or otherwise — 
White contends that Justinian was not successful in the recovery 
of authority over the Western Empire until the. overthrow of 
the Gothic kingdom in 554 by the success of Narses.’ 

So he suggests the 1260 years as from 554 to 1814, and the 
1290 as from 554 to 1844—which year is to White the pivotal 
date of the prophetic numbers. . (Title page and inset repro- 
.duced on page 444.) Here is his unique tabulation, making 


t Ibid., p. 87. - 5 Biographical data Ht et available. 


6 Papers. Read Before the "Society for the Investigation of орге 8), p. 124. The 
oher apers were by John Tudor, Henry Drummond, Joh Toker M.D., an 


T. W. Chevalier. 
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1844 the terminal point of the 1290-, 2300-, and 391-year periods: 


“From A.D. 554 a to A.D. 1814 were 1260 Years. 
— 554 oo s tO 1844 will be 1290 Years. 
d h - c ` 
From B.C. 457 199160 юше dea —— 83 were 490 Years. 
of our Lord 
1843 will be 2300 Years. 


—— 457 Ls to 
From A.D. 1458 third part of men to —— 1844 will be 391 Years." 


{when the Eastern 
were slain) 


‘On the 391 years of the Turkish woe, White believes they 
should be dated not from Turkey’s “first rise" but "from its 
triumph over the Eastern Empire; and that it marks out the 
time during which ‘that empire shall continue to be slain, and 
the duration of the second woe." * He questions the position of 
-many who place the termination sometime before the French 
Revolution, and: observes: 


"I am very ‘much of the opinion that the Turkish power is yet a woe, 
both to Jews and Christians; and that it will continue to be so until its 
downfall. Present appearances make that downfall seem nearer than the | 
above calculation leads me to anticipate; but it is not difficult to suppose ` 
that causes, such as have hitherto prevented that most desirable consum- 
‘mation, may yet retard it for seventeen years." * 

So, following the exegesis that would end the 391 years 
approximately with the 2300 years, White dates the beginning 
of this longer time period synchronously with the seventy weeks 
іп 457 в.с. And he terminates it in 1843 —another in the grow- 


ing list of expositors holding such a position. 


IV. Morning Watch—Stresses Last Events. and 2300-Year Terminus 


Most voluminous of the periodicals dealing with prophecy 
was the ponderous “Quarterly Journal on Prophecy and Theo- 
logical Review,” called The Morning Watch, issued from 1829 
to 1833. It was edited by John Tudor and financed by Henry 
Drummond. “Its first volumes contain many valuable essays: 
the latter volumes were almost exclusively devoted to the doc- 
trines and transactions of the Irvingites." ^ Thus the prophetic 
views of Albury Park were steadily disseminated. 


T Ibid., p. 125. 8 Ibid. ` ?]Ibid. 
20 Joshua W. Brooks, Dictionary of Writers on the Prophecies, p. cvi. 
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The 735 pages of the first volume were a reflector of a large 
segment of the interpretations of the time. Regrettably, many. 
of the contributors use only initials or pseudonyms that cannot 
always be identified. In their various styles they exalt prophecy 
as God's beacon light to men, and stress sound methods of study- 
ing and interpreting prophecy. Such discussions as “The Times 
and Seasons" superimpose the whole scheme of the Apocalypse 
upon the Old Testament feasts, from the Passover in the first 
Jewish month, and its accompanying wave-sheaf, on through the 
Feast of Weeks, and finally to the Feast of Trumpets, Day of 
Atonement, and Feast of Tabernacles. The imagery, or scenery, 
is taken almost wholly from the tabernacle erected by Moses. 
Thus a framework is formed for the gospel dispensation." 

1. Homan OurLINEs Enn iN 1843-44. —In the June issue a 
brief note by PH. Homan” cites four prophecies that he believes 
would terminate about 1843. These are (1) the seven times, or 
2520 years, from the captivity of Israel by Esarhaddon, in the 
reign of Manasseh in 677 в.с., which “will be found to terminate 
in A.D. 1843"; (2) the 2300 years to the cleansing of the sanc- 
tuary, from “the decree for restoring the civil and ecclesiastical 
polity of the Jews," from the seventh year of Artaxerxes, A.D. 457; .° 
"consequently, the 2300 days, reckoned from this, terminate in 
A.D. 1848"; (3) restoration of Israel will take place in the 
Jubilee, and, according to the computations of many chro 
nologers, the next year of Jubilee will occur in 1843 or 1844; 
(4) the 391 years of the Ottoman power—an hour, day, month, 
and year, from the capture of Constantinople in 1453 to ipit d 
The restoration of Israel is anticipated at that time. 

2. REVELATION 14 PicrurEs Last-Day Events.—In the 
September number the integrity of the Apocalypse, its trans- 
mission through the centuries, and the soundness of premillen- 
nialism are stressed.“ Of Revelation 14, Tudor writes that this is 
“that portion of the Revelation which the slightest inspection shews to be 
the most important of the whole book. It begins with the visitation on 
"ST he Morning Watch, March, 1829 (yol. 1, no. 1), pp. 43, 44. е 

12 Bio fue, data not available at this writing. E" 
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Babylon, and runs on to the overthrow of all the powers of evil, to make 
way for the kingdom of Christ All the preceding revelations point 
onwards to this time; and all the. Old-Testament Prophets look forward to 
it, as ‘the last days,’ ‘thé time of the end,’ ‘the day of.the Lord,’ etc.” 16 

This, he declares, is the time when prophecy is unsealed, 
and this time of the unsealing is also the announcement of, the 
coming of Christ previous to His actual coming.’ This follows 
the expiration of the 1260 years.” i 

Earnest dissent from the Futurist S. R. Maitland’s Inquiry 
‘on the 1260 years is voiced in the form of a book review. With 
keen logic and incisive words Maitland's positions on literal 
time are analyzed and overthrown. "Though it is devoted chiefly 
to the 1260 year-days, the 2300 year-days are also discussed and 
defended, and the incongruity of Maitland's position is 
exposed.” 

: 3. GRADUAL DEVELOPMENT OF PROPHETIC INTERPRETATION. 
—The December issue presents a comprehensive picture of "the 
gradual Unfolding of Prophecy.” This traces.the growing 
understanding of prophecy throughout the Christian Era, along 
with each advancing fulfillment of prophecy. With this are the 
perversions in the time of Origen and Constantine, and later the 
fallacy of postmillennialism, from Grotius and Hammond on- 
ward. The early awakening on prophecy, around the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries, is portrayed with bold but accurate 
strokes. The witness of Arnoldus de Nova Villa (1250), Grost- 
head (1250), Laurence (1260), Petrus Johannis (1290), Milit- 
zius (1366), Wyclif (1371), Brute (1391), and Wimbledon 
(1389) is cited.” Then John Tudor, editor of The Morning 
Watch, observes, “These extracts may suffice to shew how truly, 
in the general, these confessors understood the prophecies of 
Antichrist.” ^? 

. This is followed by writers like Brightman (1616), Mede, 
More, Sir Isaac Newton, and Whiston.” ‘Then expositors from 


з Ibid., p. 294. | 11 Ibid., p. 296, 
16 Ibid. 


38 Ibid., 55: 509-518. 
3? See Volume 2 of Pro hetic Faith. р 
20 The Morning Watch, December, 1829 (vol. 1, no. 4), pp. 531-537. Tudor will be 
presented more fully later in this chapter. 
Z [bid., pp. 537-539. 
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the French Revolution onward are listed, including Bicheno, 
Whitaker, Towers, Faber, Cuninghame, Frere, Way, Bayford; 
and Irving. Tudor again stresses the "typical application of the 
set times of the Jewish year to the order of events declared in the 
prophecies." ^. This gives to probability the "stamp of cer- 
tainty.” E | 

4. Last Events IN DAY oF ATONEMENT SETTING.—In fur- 
ther “Interpretation of the Apocalypse,” the 1260 years are allo- 
cated from Justinian’s Code in 533 to 1793 in the French Revo- 
lution and the Napoleonic Code.” The sealing work of Revela- 
tion 7 is described thus: 


“The sealed ones are gathered when Christ comes from without the 
veil (Heb. IX.28) denoting the Day of Atonement, when the high priest 
came out the last time from the holy of holies.” * 


The Day of Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles follow- 
ing are connected with "the remnant of the woman's seed with 
whom the dragon went to make war.” 

These two feasts—of Atonement’ and Tabernacles—the 
writer continues, are tied in with the events between the French 
Revolution and the end. These give notice of the Lord’s com- 
ing sufficient to warn the world. Тһе events of the seventh seal 

-Christ shall enact in person—the seventh trumpet, seventh seal, 
and seventh vial all being fulfilled at the same time. The writer 
maintains that "all the imagery in this.poem was taken from the 
Day of Atonement"— the golden censer, the incense, the deep 
affliction, the temple opened, and the ark seen "indicating the 
opening of the veil. on the day of atonement.” ^" This is an 
impressive emphasis, of which more will be heard later. 


5. 'TuRK's WANE FOLLOWING 391-YEAR PERIoD.—The trum- 

. pets are held to be the invasion of the northern barbarians, with 
the fifth the Saracens, and the sixth the Turks for “391 years 
and а fraction"—4à time "capable of being fixed with the greatest 
accuracy." ‘The wasting away of the Turkish power “we daily 


22 Ibid., р: 541. | 2 Ibid., p. 555. 
23 Ibid., pp. 547, 550. 25 Ibid., рр. 555, 596, 
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behold," which is preparing the way for the third woe.” "The 
Two Witnesses are declared to be the two Testaments, and the 
three and a half years of their slaying began in 1798," with 
France as the “tenth part of the city"? Revelation 12 is the 
history of the persecutions of the true church; and Revelation. 
18, the history of the papal Antichrist, with the usual explana- 
tion of the heads and horns.” And the two-horned beast is 
` thought to be another picture of the same, only in his infidelic 
form.” | 

6. SEVEN CHURCHES EXTEND To Арукмт.—1п volume 2 

(1830), the periods of the seven churches are distributed thus: 
(1) Ephesus, to the persecution by Nero, А.р. 64; (2) Smyrna, 
till the accession of Constantine, in.324; (3) Pergamos, the inter- 
val between elevation of Constantine and the rise of the Little 
Horn at the beginning of the 1260 years; (4) Thyatira, the testi- 
mony against the Papacy during the 1260 years; (5) Sardis, from 
the end of the 1260 years until the preparation for the coming 
of the Lord; (6) Philadelphia, the period of the preparation, 
until the Lord comes in the air and meets His saints, changed 
and risen; (7) Laodicea—the “only one yet entirely future"— 
the church during the great tribulation between the coming of 
the Lord and the establishment of His throne.” 

7. 2300 Years Емр IN 1843 or 1847.—Again treating on the 
time periods leading to the “time of the end," The Morning 
Watch- says that the period of the 2300 years "appears to end 
about tlie year 1847," though allusion is made to the extension 
of the 1290 and 1335 years, with the latter terminating in 1867.* 
In volume 3 (1831) the ending of the 1260 years in 1798, at the 
"deposition of the Pope," is mentioned by “Е” as the preference 
of some, with the terminus of the 2300 years in 1848 or 1847, | 
at the re-establishment of true worship at Jerusalem.” ‘With it 
is noted the drying up of Turkey that has long been under way. 
Still further discussion occurs in volume 5 (1832) on the‘ ‘Sacred 


28 Tid., pp. 557, 558. e 10 id., p. 563. з Ibid., pp. 569-571. 
21 Ibid., ‚рр. 562; 563. Ibid., рр, 564-568. í : 
31 Ibid. eptember, 1830 (vol. ли no. 2), р. 510. 

82 Ibid., December, 1830 (wal. 2 S 4), р. 36, 917. 

з Ibid., June, 1831 (vol. 3, no. 2), b 
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Numbers." The relation of the 2300 years and the seventy 
weeks brings this impressive editorial statement: 

“The first number given is 2300 years (viii.14), which includes the 
time of both advents; the second number given is 490 years, or 70 weeks 
(ix.24), which includes the time of the First Advent only. Both these 
numbers must have the same commencement, for the second is declared 
to be given to enable Daniel to understand the meaning of the first." * 

The 1810 years which remain beyond the seventy weeks, 
end in д.р. 1847. The ending of the 1260-year papal period in 
1793" is repeated. 

8. PROTESTANTISM INCLUDED UNDER "BAsvLoN."—There is 
an increasing tendency to place nominal Protestantism within 
the confines of Babylon. Thus: “Babylon is christendom, in 
all its parts, and under all its denominations of Papal, and Prot- 
estant, and Dissenter."?* In the later volumes the nature of 
Christ, spiritual gifts, speaking with tongues, and the now- 
developed Irvingism have increasing space and attention. Acri- 
mony comes in to mar the discussions, and. the editor ends its 
issuance. 


V. Editor Tudor—“This Is Our Day of Atonement” 


Јонмҹ Tupor (d. 1862) 15 listed in the British Museum 
catalogue as one-time editor of the Church of England Quarterly 
Review. He was one of the initial members of the Society for 
the Investigation of Prophecy, and later editor of The Morning 
Watch (1829-33). ‘Tudor was also one of the forty-four men 
who attended annually the Albury Park Prophetic Conferences 
(1826-30) to discuss the fulfillment of prophecy. In 1833 he. 
became an elder, and in 1835 an apostle in the Catholic Apos- 
tolic Church.” 

His is the first of the papers read before the Society for the 
Investigation of Prophecy in 1828. He was author of Brief In- 
ter pretation of Revelation (1833), and Prophetic Gharacter of 

ik Be? gb neus a тоа 


37 Frederic Boase, Modern English Biography, vol. 3, col. 1032; Edward Miller, The 
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Revelation (1858). In discussing “The Structure of the Apoca- 
lypse," he takes as axiomatic the four empires of prophecy and. 
the year-day principle for the 1260 years, and the pouring out 
of the seven vials, or plagues, as connected with the sealing and 
the harvest." 


1. Two TESTAMENTS SLAIN IN FRENCH REvoLuTION.— The 
1260 years of the treading down of the Holy City, when the 
church is in the wilderness, and the Witnesses, or Old and New 
. Testaments, are in sackcloth, is when they are “degraded from 
their proper.dignity,-kept from the people, and prohibited from 
being had in any other version than the Vulgate, a dead lan- 
guage.” ® The slaying of the Witnesses Tudor ties to the “time 
of the French Revolution," "their office as witness being cut 
short by the infidel beast," before the preaching of the "ever- 
lasting gospel” of Revelation 14. 


2. Tuts PERIOD Our Day ОЕ ATONEMENT.—When the last 
vial is poured out, Tudor adds, the voice from heaven cries, “It 
is done," and the kingdoms of the world become the kingdoms. 
of our Lord. Now comes this remarkable statement likening 
the time they had reached to the Day of Atonement: 


“The temple of God is then opened, and the ark of his testament seen, 
xil9; and the voice issues from the throne, хуі.17; both expressions 
equally denoting the holy of holies, which was only entered once a year, 
on the day of atonement. This period is therefore our day of atonement, 
and requires our particular notice, to know what events we may expect, , 
answering to the type.. 

“The day of atonement, called in the Mishna, THE DAY (Joma), was 
the strictest of the Mosaic fasts, and observed annually on the 10th of Tisri. 
All the morning was employed by the High Priest in sacrifices; first to 
atone for his own sins, then for the sins of the people: among which the 
two goats, one of which became the scape goat, was a form of sacrifice 
peculiar to this day. But the most important ordinance of the day was the 
High Priest's entrance, then and on no other occasion, within the vail of. 
the holy of holies. After the sacrifices, he put on his white linen garments, 
and, taking a censer full of coals from the brazen altar, strewed incense 
thereon, and entered with a cloud of smoke. This was the turning point 
of the day. During his disappearance, the people gave every demonstra- 
tion of sorrow; but as soon as he had offered the incense, he changed the 


_. 8 Papers Read Before the Society for the Investigation of Prophecy, p. 6. Rr 
9 Ibid., pi 7. Sev" E. A GNU e. .. 40 Ibid., p. 8. Du mx Peu 
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linen for the gorgeous priestly garments, and, coming forth to the people, 
„turned their sorrow into јоу; and from that time in the year of release did 
the jubilee begin." * 
3. CLIMAxES WITH REAPPEARANCE OF ABSENT LORD.— 
. Applying the type, Tudor says the Christian “doth yet feel it a 
time of humiliation and mourning for his absent Lord. But 
unto them that look for him, shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation." ^ And he feels that the turning 
point is when the temple, or tabernacle, is opened and the ark 
is seen. After describing the tabernacle and its furniture and 
the daily and yearly.service,? Tudor deals with the command to 
measure the temple and court where the worshipers assembled, 
which was “cast out," or made common and-unholy, its enclo- 
- sure removed by the professing but apostate church for forty-two 
months.“ During this time the true temple remains invisible, 
and the apostate woman attires herself with purple and scarlet, 
and takes up ћег golden cup. Then, says Tudor: 

"At the conclusion of the forty-two months, when the judgment on 
this apostasy begins, a true visible church is brought forth, consisting of the 
144,000 sealed ones, vii.4, who stand on mount Zion, and follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth.” 5 

4. HARVEST AND VINTAGE FOLLOWED Bv JUBILEE.—Tudor 
next discusses the harvesting of the wheat and the burning of 
the tares—the latter synchronizing with the destruction of Baby- 
lon.“ Then he considers the. vintage, which concluded the op- 
erations of the Jewish sacred year, and is “the closing event of 
our present dispensation.” The vintage, continues Tudor, “was 
immediately succeeded by the feast of tabernacles, 15 "T'isri" — 
Tisri "answering nearly to October." " ‘Tudor then expounds 
the types and antitype, and how at the close of the Day of Atone- 
ment they began returning to their “alienated possessions and 
suspended liberty; and could keep the feast of tabernacles on the 
15th.” * ‘This was the climax of the series. 


5. THE SEALING AND THE Mark INDICATED.— The types аге 
pressed still further: 


4 [bid., p. 9. в Ibid., p. 10. 45 Ibid. 4t Ibid., p. 18. 
#2 Ibid., pp.9,10. — «Ibid. p. 1l. 4 Ibid., p. 16. в Ibid. 
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"When the ark came up out of the wilderness, the first act, after cross- 
ing Jordan, was the renewal of the covenant at Gilgal, Jos. v.; so when the 
wilderness state of the church in the Apocalypse has expired, the first act 
is the sealing a true church, vii.l, xiv.l, xv.2. But the sealing includes 
protection also, and therefore alludes to the marking the foreheads of 
those men who sigh and cry for the abominations of the land, Ezek. ix. 4." © 

6. HERALDING THE Comme BriEcroom.—The. ancient 
judgments on Babylon—the captivity, the drying up of its river 
for Cyrus, and the capture, setting the captives free— Tudor 
presents as symbolizing the fall of Babylon, the cry to come out 
of her, her plagues coming in a day, her destruction by fire, her 
merchants lamenting, as set forth in. Revelation 18 and 19.". 
Then comes Tudor’s next remarkable statement: 

“If these things be so, and I think it certain that they are so; our situa- 
tion in the prophetic series of events is brought within narrow limits, and 
our duties are clear and obvious. We live under the sixth vial, the prepara- 
tion for the great day of God Almighty, xiv.14. “The second woe is past, 
and behold the third woe cometh quickly,’ xi.14. The seventh vial impends 
over our heads, at whose effusion the cry shall be heard, ‘It is done,’ 
xvil7. The seventh angel is preparing; and ‘when he shall begin to sound, 
the mystery of God shall be finished, x.7. The Gospel of the kingdom has 
well nigh gone round the earth, and 'then shall the end be,' Matt. xxiv.14. 
‘The fig tree beginneth to. put forth its leaves, shewing that summer is at 
hand, Matt. xxiv.32. The cry is raised among the virgins, ‘Behold the 
‘bridegroom cometh, Matt. xxv.6. The lord is returning from a far 
country, to reckon with his servants, 19." 9 А 

7. Sounps CALL Опт or BaBvLoN.— Tudor's conclusion is 
an appeal for his readers not to be like the auditors of Noah, 
heedless of the message; or like Sodom, indifferent to the gather- 
ing tempest of fire. The plagues of Babylon will соте іп one 
hour, and fiery judgment —"therefore come out of her my 
people." Watch, he admonishes, lest the Master of the house 
coming suddenly, find you sleeping." 


VI. Historian Jones-Depicts Fate of Papal Antichrist 
Besides those organized into study groups were individuals 
like WILLIAM Jones. (1762-1846), Baptist religious writer, who- 


# Ibid., p. 19. . '& Ibid., p. 21. 
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was born in Lancashire. He was a bookseller before he became 
pastor of the Scotch Baptist church at Finsbury, London, where 
he served until his death. He was the author of numerous able 
works, among which were a helpful History of the Waldenses 
(1811), a History of the Christian Church (1816), and a well- 
known Biblical Encyclopedia (1816), as well as a Dictionary of 
Christian Biography (1829). His Lectures on the Apocalypse 
appeared in 1830. Jones thus had an unusual historical back- 
ground acquaintance for his expositions of prophecy." Upon 
this he drafted constantly. 

1. Roman PAGANISM RETARDS PAPAL Apostasy.—In his 
History of the Christian Church, of 1816, Jones quotes exten- 
sively from the Waldensian “Treatise concerning Antichrist,” 
with all its applications to the Papacy of the prophetic symbols 
of Daniel, Paul, and John. He cites their apology and their pro- 
test, and the persecutions visited upon them, as well as the ad- 
missions of their enemies. Jones tells the story of the Anti- 
christian apostasy, particularly as a fulfillment of 2 Thessa- 
lonians 2, at first kept back by the hindering restraint of the 
pagan Roman government. He maintains that Antichrist arose 
and corrupted the early Christian church, and will be destroyed. 
by the brightness of the Lord's coming, when the cities of the 
nations fall. This is the continuing keynote of the volume.* 


` 9. EXPOSITION OF SYMBOLS IN CvcLOPEDIA.— In his popular 
Biblical Cyclopedia many of the fundamental interpretations 
appear under such topics as "Antichrist," "Babylon," "Daniel," 
"Locust," "Millennium," "Persia," and "Revelation." Detailed 
exposition of the prophetic symbols was thus upon the general 
reference shelf. For example, under “Antichrist,” the seven- - 
hilled seat of its residence, the blend of ecclesiastical and politi- 
cal power, its persecuting character, its length of continuance on 
the year-day principle, and other features were set forth with 


эз (4 


5 Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 10, pp. 1066, 1067. 

. William Jones, The History of the Christian Church, . . . Including the Very Inter- 
esting Account of the Waldenses and the Albigenses. Volume 2 is largely given over to the 
teachings and tribulations of the Waldenses, showing their relationship to the Wyclifite and 
Hussite positions. After a full recital of their persecutions, Jones tells of the final .surcease 
of open hostilities. ғ 
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clarity and force." This continued with discussions on the "rise 
and ravages of the Turks” as the sixth trumpet, the French 

Revolution “earthquake” and France as the tenth part of the 
city, the two beasts of Revelation 13 with the first as secular 
Rome and the second as the hierarchy or false church itself, 
which is contemporary, and all along acts in concert with the 
first or secular beast." This was all standard teaching. 


3. STANDARD PosrrioN ON DANIEL 2 AND 7.— Jones’ Lectures 
on the Apocalypse, of 1830, was occasioned by the issuance of 
Drummond's Dialogues on Prophecy (1827), which in turn was 
the result of the Albury Park Conferences. Jones had been 
associated with Drummond in the establishment of the Conti- 
nental Society, Now Drummond places with him the first vol- 
ume of Irving's translation of Ben-Ezra for perusal. This, with 
the awakened interest in prophecy on the part of many able 
` men, and the apathy and scorn of others concerning prophecy, 
as well as the compromises on the part of not a few who would 
"meet Antichrist half-way,’ moved Jones to write. - 

In his discussion of the trumpets of Revelation 8, Jones 
diverts to the identity of the four beasts of Daniel 7, stoutly 
maintaining that they symbolize Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, 
and Rome, with the various features incident.* ‘These in turn 
are identical with the four parts of the image of Daniel 2, only: 
in Daniel 7 Antichrist is introduced as the “Little Horn,” 
i springing up among the “ten distinct kingdoms.” 
`5 4. DISMEMBERMENT ACCOMPLISHED BY EARLY TRUMPETS. ` 
These horn-kingdoms were the same as the divided state of the 
feet and toes of the image, accomplished by the incursions of the 
northern barbarians. These invasions were indicated in the 
"Apocalypse by the first four trumpets of Revelation 8.” Under 
the fourth, with Odoacer, comes the extinction of the Western 
Empire," and the ten kingdoms resulting are listed. 


55 William Jones, Biblical Cyclopedia (1824 ed.), Sob 1, art. “Antichrist. 2 
58 Ibid., vol. 2, art. ‘Revelation. 

вт William Jones, Lectures on the Apocalypse, р pp. d viis c 
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5. PAPAL Litre Horn ғов 1260 YxAns.— Returning to the 
little horn of Daniel 7, Jones applies the symbol to the popes of 
Rome and discusses the blaspheming, persecuting, and lawless 
character of the Papacy, treating the three and a half times of - 
flourishing as 1260 years of dominance in scattering the people 
of God.” 


6. FIFTH TRUMPET PAPAL; SIXTH 'TunxisH.— Jones differs 
from many in holding that the fifth trumpet, or first woe, applied 
to Antichrist, or the kingdom of the clergy; but he agrees that 
the sixth trumpet applies to the Mohammedan Turks, with 
their subversion approaching." 


7. Two WITNESSES ARE THE Two TESTAMENTS.—On the 
Two Witnesses of Revelation 11, Jones holds that they denote 
the Old and New Testaments. These “testified of Christ and 
his kingdom in opposition to Antichrist and his kingdom." © 
Although the seventh trumpet will mark the doom of Antichrist 
and his supporters, it will be “а kind of jubilee-trumpet,” an- 
nouncing the time of the church’s “enlargement and deliverance 
from captivity.” ^ 


8. SEconD BEAST SAME As LiTTLE Horn.—Holding the 
woman of Revelation 12 to be the church, and the man-child 
to be Christ Jesus, Jones applies the dragon to Imperial Rome.” 
The two beasts of Revelation 13 he believes to be the secular and 
ecclesiastical aspects of Antichrist,” the second beast being the 
same as Daniel’s Little Horn,” with its “terrible engine of anti- 
christian tyranny,” the spiritual courts of the Inquisition.” 


9. PAPAL BABYLON Is ECCLESIASTICAL RoME.—In Revela- 
tion 17 the seven mountains upon which the fallen church sits - 
are the seven forms of government,” and the ten horns are the 
same ten kingdoms of the divided Rome of the former chapters." 
Jones then ties together the whole picture of the multiple sym- 
bols of Antichrist in this one comprehensive statement: 


e2 Ibid., pp. 310, 311. ве Ibid., p. 379. то Ibid., p. 429. 
вз Ibid., p. 332. вт Ibid., p. 401. т Ibid., p. 510. 
© Ibid., p. 378. вз Ibid., p. 426. 72 Ibid., p. 511. 


$5 Ibid., pp. 368, 369. €? Ibid., p. 427. 
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"Can we be at any loss, then, in recognizing Daniel's little horn, and 
Paul's Man of sin, in the woman enthroned in the midst of the mystical ` 
Babylon? What ecclesiastical domination has Rome ever known, save 
that of the papacy? What heresy has ever so. copied the trappings of the 
harlot, or so beguiled the rulers and the people of the earth into the prac- 
tice of irreligious and idolatrous devices? The name engraven on the 
brow of christian Rome, as it is called, and engraven alike by history and 
prophecy, is ‘Mystery, Babylon the great, the mother of шон and of the 
abominations of the earth!!! " * 


Jones’. understanding of prophecy gave new meaning to his 
church history and led him to seek for hidden features that other- 
wise would have passed unnoticed. · Contrariwise, his familiarity. 
with church history made his expositions of prophecy more 
sound and clear than were those without such a background. 
Thus knowledge enhanced knowledge. 


1з [bid., p. 514. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN 


Le: Contribution 


Marred by "Utterances" 


I. Irving—Brilliant Triumphs End in Tragic Shadows 


Epwarpb Irvine (1792-1834), most colorful figure in the 
British Advent Awakening, was born in west Scotland. Brilliant 
in schoolwork and religiously inclined, he attended the Presby- 
terian seceders church in his boyhood. He was graduated from 
the Edinburgh University in 1809, and became master of the 
mathematical school at Haddington in 1810, while studying for 
the ministry. In 1812 he was made master of a newly established 
academy at Kirkcaldy, and it was there that he formed close 
friendship with Thomas Carlyle, who had been called to. head 
an opposing school. In 1815 Irving obtained a license to preach, 
but in 1818 he resigned his schoolwork and repaired to Edin- . 
‘burgh, where he continued his studies, his favorite being church 
history. M 

In 1819 he found another opportunity to preach, and soon 
Dr. Joseph Chalmers arranged for Irving to be his associate at 
St. John's, Glasgow, where he was ordained. Feeling himself 
entirely eclipsed by Chalmers, Irving accepted an invitation to a 
chapel in Hatton Garden, London, in 1822." Piety was his out- 
standing characteristic; fasting and prayer, his habit. Deep 
sympathy and understanding of their joys and sorrows endeared 
him to his people. He was ever the minister, ever the ambas- 
sador for God. - 


1 Fraser’s Magazine, January, 1835 (vol. 11, no. 61), pp. 99-103; Diction tional 
Biographe 95071 Маат, Даппагу , ) рр ctionary of Nation 
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Irving's oratory, plus his good reputation from Glasgow, 
soon filled the little chapel with the most brilliant members of 
London society.” It was there that Drummond was attracted to 
him. Crowds flocked to hear Irving. Men of letters and rank 
attended. The seats were occupied for hours in advance, with 
admission by ticket only. The speaker was tall and stately, with 
bushy black hair hanging down in ringlets. He possessed a deep 
voice with a broad Scotch accent and had a solemn manner and 
impressive gestures. From the very first a tone of authority 


London's Famous Regent Square Presbyterian Church Echoed to the Pro- 
phetic Expositions of the Distinguished Pulpit Orator Edward Irving 


Й 


characterized his preaching. Just at this time the fervor of the 
great Advent Awakening was spreading, and the events of the 
French Revolution were regarded generally as a fulfillment of 
prophecy. The impending end of the world was anticipated,’ 
and the advent note rose from many a pulpit. Though inter- 
ested earlier in the prophecies concerning the advent, Irving’s 
entire absorption in them dates from 1826, when he became 


2 Robert Baxter, Irvingism, in Its Rise, Progress, and Present State (28 еа.), р. 5. ` 
3 Edward-Miller, The History and Doctrines of Irvingism, vol. 2, pp. 2-5. 
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acquainted with Lacunza's book on the coming of Christ and 
resolved to translate it. | 

Irving had a revulsion against the narrow ecclesiasticism of 
his day.. He yearned for a mighty cure for the grievous diseases 
of the world. The first result of this concern was a three-hour 
sermon preached before the Continental Society, and published 
in 1826 under the title Babylon and Infidelity Foredoomed 
of God. It wasa рр оп of Frere's expositions in his 
Combined View. 

Meantime Irving's congregation had grown to be large and 
wealthy, and was housed in a new church in Regent Square.‘ 
There a thousand persons packed the church Sunday after Sun- 
day to hear Irving's extended expositions of prophecy. In 1828 
he undertook a tour of Scotland to proclaim the imminence of 
the advent. The overcrowded galleries of the largest churches 
could not accommodate the crowds, where he was heard with en- 
thusiasm. The people of Edinburgh came out to hear him at 
five o'clock in the morning. At Holywood and Dunscourse he 
preached to open-air congregations of 10,000 to 12,000." Early 
in 1829 The Morning Watch, the quarterly journal on unful- 
filled prophecy, was established by members of the Albury Con- 
ference. 

Another journey to Scotland followed in 1880. But Irving S 
tract on The Orthodox and Catholic Doctrine of our Lord's 
Human Nature (1880) brought charges of heresy. Irving 
stopped his writing and with weeping and prayer examined his 
heart anew. But he was persuaded of his own soundness. Then 
the “unknown tongues” were first manifest in his congregation 
in October, 1831. The discourse was interrupted by an out- 
break of the “utterances.” Controversy developed over the 
origin of the phenomenon—whether of divine or demonic pos- 
session. ‘The attempted prosecution for heresy in December, 
1830, had led to Irving’s withdrawal from the jurisdiction of the 
London Presbytery. But he was soon removed from his pulpit 
"See John Hair, Regent Square, PD Те Years of a London Congregation, : and J. C. S. 


Brough, The penienary. of Regent Square, 182 
5 Washington Wilks, Edward Irving, pp. 1927 7189, 203. 
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by the church trustees, in 1832? The larger part of the congre- 
gation—about 800—adhered to him and were forced to seek 
temporary quarters. They then formed the "Holy Catholic 
Apostolic Church," popularly known as the Irvingite church. __ 

Irving was deprived of his status as a clergyman іп the 
Church of Scotland after an ecclesiastical trial in 1833, by the 
presbytery of Annan, on the charge of heresy. After traveling in 
Scotland, preaching to crowds in the open air, he returned to 
London to бпа himself suspended, virtually deposed by. his own 
congregation, and occupying a minor position. His health de- 
clined rapidly, and he died in Glasgow in 1834. All the ministers 
of Glasgow attended his funeral service, as that of a minister of 
Christ. И | 
. Не was one of the pre-eminent Christians of his time, with 
à spirit of humility, consecration, and spiritual perception which 
most of his contemporaries neither possessed nor were capable 
of assessing. He was “other worldly” but never a fanatic.’ His 
humility and his tolerance betrayed him into allowing, and in 
some degree countenancing, the.excesses into which some of-his 
followers ran. His oversolicitude led him to fear to grieve the 
Holy Spirit, which he thought might have inspired the 
“tongues” and the healing. But he himself never “spoke with 
tongues” nor assumed to heal by magnetic power? 

The Irvingite church still survives, with a fine Gothic 
structure built by Drummond in 1854. Irving. was one of the 
most striking ecclesiastical figures of his generation, of high 
character, and exempt from every taint of charlatanism? — 


6 The Trial alee Rev. Edward Irving, pp. 87, 88 (A shorthand report). 

т See Lillian W. Kelley, “Edward Irving, . ... a Portrait," Ihe Journal of the Presby- 
terian Historical Society of England, May, 1932 (vol. 5, no. 1), pp. 21-30. 

8 'Thomas Cove was Irving’s friend, and wrote: «Опе who knew him well, and may 
with good cause love him, has said: ‘But for Irving, I had never known what the communion. 
of man with man means, His was the freest, brotherliest, bravest human soul mine ever came 
in contact with: I call him, on the whole, the best man I have ever (after trial enough) found 
in this world, or now hope to. find? " (‘‘Death of the Rev. Edward Irving," Critical and 
Miscellaneous Essays, vol. 4, p. 82.) But Carlyle’s eulogy did more to damage Irving’s reputa- 
tion than the attacks of his foes. n К ` $ 

| fine tribute to Irving was paid by the Presbytery of London North a century after ` 

. his death. ‘Edward Irving was a man misled by false lights; but he was not himself false to 

what he believed to be the light. He was deceived; but he was not dishonest. He listened to 

voices which were not of truth; but he was sincere when he declared that he was condemned 

because he ‘refused to allow the voice of the Spirit of God to be silenced.’ " (Presbyterian 

Messenger, December, 1934.) See also Jean C. Root, Edward Irving, Man, Preacher, Prophet. 

(Picture appears on p. 515.) 

9 Fraser's Magazine, January, 1835 (vol. 11, no. 61), pp. 99, 100. 
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II. Providences Behind the Translation of Lacunza 


The Lacunza, or Ben-Ezra, volume—La Venida del Mesias 
en Gloria y Magestad—printed in Cádiz, Spain, during the 
brief period of freedom enjoyed under the government of the 
Cortes, was suppressed as soon as the Inquisition recovered its 
power. In 1816 a large Spanish edition was printed in England 
for circulation in South America exclusively, with no copies 
retained in England. Later Agier's abridgment could be had 
in.France, where Lewis Way, the English clergyman in Paris, 
saw it. | 

Meanwhile a Church of England clergyman who was labor- 
ing in Spain brought back a copy of an early edition to England. 
It became the subject of correspondence among the persons 
afterward assembled and represented at the Albury Park Con- 
ference, and plans were laid to translate portions of it into 
English. | 

While this was going on, Lewis Way, who for some time 
"standing in his watchtower” in his English pulpit in Paris, had 
been "crying aloud the Advent truth," came to England to 
regain his health. Hearing of the prophetic sermons of Irving, 
who on Christmas, 1825, had begun to preach regularly on the 
second advent, he asked a friend to take notes on Irving's mes- 
sages and give them to him for study. It so happened that this 
friend was the very one who had much to do with the revision of 
the partial translations of Lacunza. So the notes of Irving's dis- 
courses and the pages of Lacunza often met on the same table 
in London, on their way to their different destinations. Noting 
the substantial agreement of the two, this friend brought the 
"Ben-Ezra" volume to Irving, who had been studying Spanish. 
Irving was gripped by its clear message, and determined that it 
should be translated in entirety. Recognizing it as a master 
‘work, he sought to learn the identity of "Ben-Ezra, a Hebrew 
Christian." Then Way came to London and met Irving. Dis- 
cussing the theme of mutual interest, Way told of the great 
treatise of the Spanish Jesuit Lacunza, which he had seen only in 
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the French abridgment, while Irving related the plans for trans- 
lating Ben-Ezra. To the surprise of both, the information 
arrived that Ben-Ezra was none other than Lacunza.” 

Then an unexpected opportunity came to Irving. Grieving 
over the recent death of his child, and being none too well, he 
was urged by his congregation to take a summer’s rest in the 
country. The. two opportunities joined, and resulted in his 
undertaking the full translation. г 

He‘ ‘prevented the dawning of the morning," and ended his’ 
task for the day only when the shades of evening made further 
work impossible." When his eyes and hands failed, his wife 
became eyes and hands for him. Thus they labored to make it 
their 1826 Christmas offering for the church.” Just before he 
finished the translation, he obtained a copy of the more accurate 
1826 Ackermann edition, which enabled him to collate it with 
the 1812 edition." . i 

It was while engaged in the translation of Lacunza’s book 
that, Irving was invited to the Albury Park Prophetic Confer- 
ence, where the participants decided to combine their forces 
and conyert a guerrilla warfare into a more general or regular 
campaign.“ This “worthy old Jesuit,” as Irving denominates 
Lacunza, was one of God's people in the midst of Babylon.” And 
this was the more impressed upon Irving as he had come to sense 
the "antichristian condition of most, I had almost said. all, the 
Protestant churches abroad." *. 
| Irving began the dedication of his English translation with 
the expression of this soul burden: 

"My soul is greatly afflicted because of the present ПЕРНЕ 7 and 
even dead coridition of all the churches, with respect to the coming of our 


Lord Jesus Christ, which draweth nigh, and which, as I believe, is close 
at hand.” * 


| Не then told how he felt it his duty to translate this Spanish . 
volume that demonstrated from Scripture "the erroneousness 


19 Edward Irving, “The Translator’s Preliminary Discourse,” in The Coming of Messiah 
(his English version of Lacunza’s La Venida), vol. 1, pp. xvi-xx. 
u Wilks, op. cit., рр. 273-275. 
12 Edward Irving, “ Preliminary Discourse." 35 Irving, op. cit., p. xxiii. 
38 Ibid., p. xxi. 36 [bid., p. xxiv. 
14 Miller, op. cit., vol. 1, pp. 28, а, -17 Ibid., p. i. 
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of the opinion, almost universally entertained. amongst us." 
In his early study and preaching, Irving had paid little attention 
to the prophecies of the advent. Then his eyes were opened, but 
he deliberated further for months, to be sure he was not in error. . 
His first book, Babylon and Infidelity Foredoomed of God, in 
1826, was the result of his study. Then having “broken 
ground," he felt it necessary to take strong defensive positions. 
Among these was the belief that "the first droppings" of the 
latter rain were discerned in the religious revivals of recent 
years.” | 

Irving's translation of Lacunza was published in 1827. By 
the summer of 1829 he had written a second volume, on Daniel, . 
and' had helped to launch The Morning Watch. 


. 


ПІ. Interpretation of Symbols and Time Prophecies 


1. First BLow Srruck ror BAsvLoN's FALL.—In Babylon 
and Infidelity Foredoomed of God, which was dedicated to 
J. Hatley Frere, Irving tells frankly how he became Frere's pupil, 
"to be instructed in prophecy according to your ideas thereof." ” 
Delivered originally before an annual Continental’ Society 
meeting, this lengthy address shows the progress of infidelity, 
rising upon the ruins of superstition. Irving holds that infidel- 
ity was the instrument striking the “first blow of Babylon’s fall," . 
thirty-three years before (in 1793), with both destined to fall 

together in the "approaching battle of Armageddon." * | 
| Irving contends that "this is that generation, and this is 
that time” to “address the Church concerning many other things 
connected with the second coming of the Lord,” of-which "she 
is utterly oblivious,” and he appeals to his brethren in the min- 
istry to make it their "most serious and solemn consideration.” ^ 

2. WIDESPREAD EXPECTATION OF ADVENT.—At the begin- 
ning of his discourse Irving makes this statement about the gen- 


38 Ibid., m jii, iv. Р 

19 Ibid., < 
20 Edward Irving, Babylon and Infidelity Foredoomed 0 God, vol. 1, p. vi. 
п Ibid., p. xii. 22 Ibid., pp. xii, xiii. 


IRVING'S CONTRIBUTION MARRED 521 


eral expectation among students of prophecy concerning the. 
impending papal downfall and the second advent. 

“The Papacy no sooner arose out of the bishopric of Rome, than the 
true Church at once recognized it to be the beast of the Apocalypse, and 
testified against it, with a more uniform consent than in these accommo- 
dating days we are willing to do. And now that the downfal of that power 

` 18 hard at hand, which is the next great event.of revelation, there is begin- 

ning to prevail a.great consent among the exact interpreters of prophecy 
concerning the same, and a constant expectation amongst the spiritual, 
of the second coming of the Lord, which is to follow." * 


3. GENERAL CONSENT CONCERNING РАРАІ Horn.—In Ir- 
 ving's comments on the “four main streams” of Daniel's proph- 
ecy—Daniel 2, 7, 8, and 11—each is set forth as adding details to 
the others." The four kingdoms of Daniel 7 are universally rec- 
ognized. And this "universal consent" involves identification 
ofthe Little Horn as "the PAPAL Power, which arose at the time 
that the Roman empire split into ten kingdoms.” * The 1260 
days are also by common consent recognized as being years of 
papal supremacy over the saints. They must begin after the 
appearance of the ten, with Justinian’s Code in a.D. 533.” Much 
` evidence is adduced to establish this initial date. From that 
time "great strides towards absolute supremacy” followed.”- 


4. 1260 Years DarED From 533 To 1792 —Irving holds 
that there can be no reasonable doubt as to the 533 beginning 
of the 1260 years, and he asserts repeatedly: that they ended in ` 
1792, through the French Revolution. He believes that the 
1290 years extend thirty years beyond 1792-93, and that the 1335 
years terminate another forty-five years beyond that date. All 
periods of trouble would then end, at which time the blessing 
of the. earth would be fully come.” The seven trumpets are 
given the usual application—the first four to the barbarian in- 

- vasions, and the Saracens and Turks as the fifth and sixth woe 
trumpets on the Eastern Empire.” The seven vials are likewise 
interpreted. as having begun with the French Revolution." 


з Ibid., vol. 1, p. 26. -B Ibid., p pp. 57-60. 71 [bid., pp. 110, 111. 
24 Ibid., рр ‚ 48.51 æ] 75-82, 86. 
ж Ibid., he в, 127, 132, 150, е: ЖЕ. 36 Ibid., рр. 195, 196. 


2 Ibid., рр: 174, 175, 253, 257. 91 Ibid., pp. 220-249. 
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5. 2400 Years From 553 s.c. To A.D. 1847.—On Daniel 8:14, 
Irving follows his mentor, Frere, in preferring the 2400 of the 
Septuagint to the 2300 of the Hebrew. This period he begins 
with the alleged date of the vision, which he puts at 553 B.C., 
with the 2400 years terminating in 1847. He connects with this 
the conversion of the Jews." So he says: 

“Therefore we' adopt the reading of the Septuagint, and expect that 
true worship will be restored in Jerusalem in the year 1847. And if true 
worship be restored in Jerusalem at that time, we know that the Jews, as 
a people, must have been restored before that time, and not only restored, 
but converted." * А 

The pollution of the sanctuary is from the Arabian impos- | 
ture, Mohammedanism, which power is already beginning to 
break.” 


6. `Емрѕ 1290 in 1823; 1335 iN 1867 _—Irving likewise ends 
the 1290 years іп 1823," and the 1335 years in 1867.” ‘This con- 
clusion stirs Irving deeply, as he exclaims: ` 

“Ном near is this! Within the lifetime of a man—to this generation— 
to thine own children, O reader!—perhaps to thine own self—to these eyes 
which now direct this pen that writes." ? — 

. 7. JUDGMENT Hour THE Curactic Sicn.—The signs fore- 
told “even now have passed," or may be seen "passing, before 
us" * —the scourging of theten kingdoms, the Man of Sin in rags 
and tatters, the Turk about to be deprived of his power, the 
decay of faith among Protestants.” Finally, as the climax of all 
the signs, Irving leads up to this dramatic declaration concerning 
the flying-angel of Revelation 14:6, 7: 

“The angel of the ministry of the Gospel, who, as he flies, continueth 
to say with a loud voice, 'Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of 
his judgment is come.’ The day of his wrath, is the years from the ending 
of the Papal period till the coming of Christ; the hour of his judgment, is 
the very coming of Christ; and when the angel of the seventh vial hath 
emptied his vial, the great voice comes forth from the midst of heaven’s 


throne, saying, ‘It is done;’ or, The end is come. Wherefore, we surely 
conclude, that, if the angel hath well nigh finished his circuit through the 


32 Ibid., pp. 258, 259; vol. 2, pp. 222-225. зе Ibid., pp. 218, 219. 
35 Ibid., X SER p. 259. Р 37 Ibid., 12 225. 226. 
94 Ibid., vol. 2, PP- 222, 223. 38 Ibid., 


. 242. 
s Jbid., p. 215 зә Ibid.) bp. 272, 273. 
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heavens, and the Holy Scriptures have been well nigh translated into all 
languages, the hour of God's judgment is come, and the end of all these 
things is at hand." ^ ` | 


8. Periops Емо WITHIN GENERATION Liıvınc.—In his 
Last Days, issued in 1828, Irving contends that the world has 
indeed reached the last days. He dwells on the prophesied char- 
acteristics of the time and the time periods of Daniel —the 1260 
years of the papal period, the 1290, and the 1335.4 ‘Then he 
says: . : i : 


“There can be little doubt that the one thousand two hundred and 
sixty days concluded in the year 1792, and the thirty additional days in the 
year 1823, we are already entered upon the last days, and the ordinary life 
of a: man will carry many of us to the end of them." * 

Then follows an allusion to the “four successive monarch- 
ies" of Daniel 2 and the destruction of them by the "fifth mon- 
archy of Messiah,” —the stone smiting the image.” 


9. THE LITTLE Horn Is тне Papacy.—lIrving’s bulky Expo- 
sition of the Book of Revelation in a Séries of Lectures (1831) 
is largely in the field of spiritual lessons, with little historical ex- 
position. Only occasional references appear. ‘Thus, after allud- 
, ing to the three former beasts of Daniel 7, Irving refers to the 
"destruction of the fourth beast, or Western Roman Empire, 
into the ten Gothic kingdoms subsisting, that is, Papal Europe, 
with fiery judgment, because of its obedience to that usurper of 
Divine dignities, the Pope, symbolized by the little horn." Then 
he discusses the "activity of-God, in human affairs," and God's 
"purpose at length to give the kingdoms unto the Son of Man." “ 


10. Two BEASTS SYMBOLIZE ROME IMPERIAL AND PAPAL.— 
In discussing the sequence and characteristics of the seven 
churches, Irving leads from pagan Rome on through papal 
Rome. Satan's earlier efforts against the Christian church were 
succeeded by the period of Thyatira, as Satan gave his power, 


40 Ibid., p. 295. | 
ў а Edward Irving, The Last Days; A Discourse on the Evil Character of These Our 
Times, pp. 22-24. 
42 Ibid., p. 24. 43 Ibid., pp. 24, 25. 
44 Edward Irving, Exposition of the Book of Revelation, p. 537 (pagination continues 
through four volumes bound as two). . 
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seat, and authority to the beast.“ The two beasts of Revelation 
13 are the two phases of Rome, imperial and papal, the latter 
the image of the former. This chapter presents the “full-length 
portraiture and completed form" of Antichrist.” 


11. ApurTERESS SPOUSE Is APOSTATE CnuncH.—In a later 
portrayal of the perversion of the church, Irving -contrasts the 
“chaste and beautiful spouse of Christ,” of Revelation 12, who 
fled into the wilderness to escape the persecution of the Beast 
for the 1260 years, with the seduced church exhibited in the 
"base concubine" and the “‘adultress spouse" of the kings of the 
earth, drunk with the blood of saints. Such is the “transfigura- 
tion of the church’”—‘the transition from the state of the 
church of Smyrna to the state of the church of Thyatira.” " This 
is the "great apostasy into which the ten kingdoms of the West- 
ern Roman Empire” have fallen.* The exposition breaks off at 
this point. 


IV. Acceptance of Utterances Deception Brings Eclipse 


Between 1828 and 1834 Great Britain was deeply stirred 
by the Advent Awakening. Palestine seemed in the process of 
being liberated from the Turkish yoke, and men thought the 
way would thus be opened for the anticipated return of the Jews. 
Meantime Irving and others laid stress on the restoration of the 
gifts of the Spirit before the end, and held that bodily infirmity, 
as a direct infliction of Satan, was to be healed by faith and 
prayer. He was therefore greatly interested in the formation of 
the brotherhood organized in 1827 by J. Haldane Stewart, fol- 
lowing publication of his tract urging united prayer that there 
might be a fresh outpouring of the, Holy Spirit. 

' During Irving's extensive tours throughout his native Scot- 
land, chiefly to proclaim the near advent and to urge the néces- 
sary preparation, he won the three Bonars at Edinburgh. Hor- 
atius Bonar (1808-1889) was then but twenty-one. In Scotland 
premillennialism was strange and unwelcome to the Scottish 


55 Ibid., p. 540. 47 Ibid., р. 615.- 
46 Ibid., pp. 540, 541. 48 Ibid. p. 618. 
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: churchmen of the day, and a stigma was attached to all who 
received the doctrine, But Horatius disseminated the doctrine 
by voice and pen, and was for years editor of The Quarterly 
Journal of Prophecy. His poetical contributions were so nu- 
merous that he was styled the "hymnist of the advent." Andrew 
Bonar wrote Redemption Drawing Nigh. 

Irving had meantime developed the view that Christ came 
in fallen and sinful flesh, with like appetites and desires, and that 
the work of the Spirit was to subdue and keep under all the mo- 
tions of the flesh, which it effectually did.. And this very work, 
he reasoned, the Holy Spirit is to do іп man until he is made en- 

. tirely free from sin. Coupled with this was the belief that the 
‚ full and miraculous :gifts of the Spirit ought to abide in the 
church, and men fail to possess them only from want of faith, 
and that they should pray earnestly and continually for these 
gifts. This position provoked attacks upon Irving from all 
quarters,” and discussions of spiritual gifts in both periodicals 
and books, by such men as M’Neile, Pym,” Noel, and Leslie. 
These considerations now formed the continual theme of 
his discourses. And it was at this juncture that the “utterances” 
appeared, first in Scotland and then in London, in 1831, and 
were received as the gift of prophecy.” During Irving’s first 
tour of Scotland some young women had been healed by prayer.” 
Later when supernatural manifestations began to appear, they 
claimed to have the gift of tongues. A favorable report fróm a 
delegation of Irving's congregation? led to the organization of 
meetings to seek the restoration of the gifts. 
Despair of the world's conversion by the ordinary methods 
of evangelization, and the expectation of supernatural manifes- 
tations as a prelude to Christ's second advent, laid the founda- 
tion for acceptance. From the union of these several factors the 


*9 Robert Baxter, op. cit., 

50 The Morning Watch, 2d 1832 (vol. 5, no. 2), pp. 430-440; also September, 1832 
(vol. 6, no. 1), pp. 222- p 

51 Baxter, of. cit., p. 10. 

52 The Christian Observer, November, 1830 (vol. 30, no. H); pp. 708, 709. 

53 The Morning Watch, September, 1830 (vol. 2, no. 3), 655. 664; December, 1830 
(vol. 2, De 4), pp. 869-873. 

ilks, op. cit., p. 203. 
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Catholic Apostolic Church came forth. When Irving heard of 
Scottish women speaking in unknown tongues, he thought of the 
disciples om the day of Pentecost and suspected no travesty of 
the repetition of that wondrous story. Several influential mem- 
bers of Irving's congregation went to Scotland to examine the 
evidence." The leader brought back a good report, and Irving 
failed to detect imposture." 

Entirely new arrangements in Irving's congregation were 
introduced by direction of the utterances, and the ministry of 
"angels," "apostles," "prophets," and "elders" was recognized. 
Unleavened bread was substituted for leavened in the commun- 
ion service. Irving was directed by these voices to suspend his 
ministry until his reordination in 1833. Drummond was made 
not only an angel of the church and one of the twelve apostles, 
.but both Drummond and Bayford were among the. prophets, 
with Irving only an angel. Prayer meetings were held every 
morning at six o’clock—including the winter season." The 
utterances were regarded as the gifts of prophecy, and gifts of 
healing were also claimed.” His congregation and his best 
friends having forsaken him, the last five years of Irving's life 
were cast in deepening shadows, and he died of tuberculosis and 
a broken heart in 1834. ° 


эр 6 


V. Baptist Noel Discusses the Phenomenon 


l. MigACULOUS Girrs WITHDRAWN FOR: CENTURIES.—In 
1831, at the time of the "tongues" manifestation in Irving’s 
church, which became the theme of considerable discussion in 
religious circles, Baptist Noel wrote Remarks on the Revival of 
Miraculous Powers in the Church. He was then minister of St. 
John's Chapel, Bedford Row. In this he contended that 
"miraculous powers have for many ages been withdrawn from 
the church." He said that supernatural answers to prayer had 


вра 204; Miller, op. cit, p. 61; The Morning Watch, December, 1830 (vol. 


2, no. 23 
07 Morning Watch, September, 1830 (vol. 2, no. 3), pp. 659-664; December, 1830 
(vol. 2, B 4), р 
Baxter, ob; cit., pp. 11-16. 
5 Ibid., pp. 17- 25, 
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often occurred as the "immediate and sovereign work of God," 
but that this was "totally distinct from the effect of a gift to be 
habitually exercised by men." In apostolic days the miraculous 
powers were constantly exercised. But for centuries any miracles 
had been "insulated cases," “wrought immediately by God," and 
not "systematically," with men receiving the power to work 
them.” 


2. ARGUMENT From Јов 2 EXAMINED. 2 Discüssng the - 
argument from Joel 2:28, 29, Noel refers to the partial fulfill- 
ment at Pentecost but stresses the fact that it was not universal, 
though the. text might seem to imply it.” Not all received the 
gift of prophecy, but it was limited to “some.” ® Тһе promise 
was therefore limited, and. not unconditional. Stressing the 
fact also that the early gifts were limited to the gifted persons, 
Noel shows that among the most eminent Christians of the cen- 
turies—the Waldenses, Wyclif, Huss, Luther, Calvin, Bul- 
linger—none believed miraculous gifts were operative in their 
day.” Only "Roman-Catholic traffickers in wonders" were the 
exception.” | 


3. DELUDED By RELIGIOUS ExcirEMENT.—Noel felt that 
nothing, therefore, in the history of the gifts, in the promises of 
Scripture, or in the circumstances of the church warranted the 
position now taken by some. What they called faith was more 
properly called "enthusiasm." " Not denying the possibility, he 
nevertheless declined to accept the so-called "gift of tongues," 
for God “never yet set the seal of miracles to error.” The "for- 
eign tongues spoken in the primitive church were always intel- 
ligible to the speakers," * were a sign to unbelievers, and none 
exercised the gift of tongues without an interpretation. Noel 
therefore concluded: | 

“АП that has happened, therefore, among these pious persons, so far 
from justifying an expectation of the gifts, only proves how completely 


even the most pious persons may be deluded by an enthusiastic excitement. 
I am very far from the disposition to hold them up to scorn, feeling more 
oo baptist W. Noel, Remarks оп, the Revival of Miraculous Powers in the Church, p. 3. 

16-18. в Ibid., p. 28. 


60 Ibid., р. 10. €? Ibid., pp. 
€ Ibid., bi: 10, 11. вз Ibid., pp. 18, 19. 85 Ibid., p. 29. 
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sympathy with an honest though hurtful enthusiasm, than I can with a sour 
and supercilious orthodoxy.” * : 


VI. Stewart—Everlasting Gospel Angel Now Flying 


James HALDANE STEWART (1776-1854), English theologian 
and writer, and rector of Limpsfield, Surrey, was born in Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. . He was educated at Exeter College, Oxford, 
receiving a B.A. in 1806 and an M.A. in 1811. From 1812 to 
1830 he served as minister of Percy Chapel, then was vicar of 

Great Ouseburne and curate of St. Bridget, Liverpool, from 
` 1830 to 1846." He was also chaplain to the Marquis of Bute and 
the Earl of Breadalbane. Stewart was a participant in the 1826 
Albury Park Prophetic Conference,” having written in 1825 A 
Practical View of the Redeemer's Advent. His Watchfulness 
Against {һе Dangers of the Present Times was based on the 
former. 


1. FivE VIALS OuTPOURED IN FRENCH, REVOLUTION.—Stew- 
art’s Practical View of the Redeemer’s Advent was originally 
given as a series of discourses. In one of these, entitled "Reasons 
for Expecting,” in discussing the seven last plagues, or vials, of 
wrath, he holds that “five of these vials of the wrath of God were 
poured out during the late [French] revolutionary war; and 
that we are now entering upon the sixth vial.** In support he 
invites candid comparison of the "striking similarity’. of sym- 
bolical language of the vials and the dreadful calamities of the 
period. These he looks upon as "tremendous judgments falling 
upon the men which had the ‘mark of ше beast, or upon Papal 
countries.” ^ 


2. SIXTH VIAL EXHAUSTION or TuRKEY.—The “river Eu- 
phrates” of the sixth vial, Stewart holds to be “the symbol of the 
Turks, who are the followers and successors of Mohammed.” In 


вв Fbid.. 

бт Frederic Boase, Modern English Biography, vol. 6, suppl. 3, col. 623. 

68 Joshua W. Brooks, Dictionary of Writers on the Prophecies, p. Ixxi; Boase, op. cit., 
vol. 6, , suppl. 3, col. 623. 

- € James Haldane Stewart, A Practical View of the Redeemer's Advent, p. 158; he cites 
“Faber, кое and others.’ 
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proof he alludes to “the rise of that people, in Rev. ix.14." "^ The 
drying up is the "gradual exhaustion of their power," the sym- 
bol being "taken from the literal drying up of the river Eu- 
phrates" when Cyrus entered Babylon. And this was to be so 
the "kings of the East" might be prepared—these being the 
“remnant of Judah and Israel." * Coupled with all this is the 
gathering of the world to the battle of the great day of God that 
is to "terminate the contest between God and all his enemies." * 
: 3, INDICATES Day or JUDGMENT IMPENDs.—Stewart avers 
that the gradual exhaustion of Turkey is “at this moment ac- 
complishing,” every year seeing new defections among their trib- 
utary governments. Then he adds, "The late movements in 
Turkey lead many among them to conclude that the Day of 
Judgment is at hand; and they believe, that, before that day, Mo- 
hammedanism will be almost abolished." " Тһе crescent is no 
longer the appropriate banner, but "a planet in the wane." 

4. EVERLASTING GOSPEL ANGEL FrviNc.—In discussing the 
flying angel of Revelation 14:7 with the judgment-hour mes- 
sage, Stewart says this "refers to the last times," though he thinks 
the "hour of his Judgment," means "temporal judgments upon 
His enemies," not the great day of judgment.” And these judg- 
ments synchronize with the wide and rapid preaching of the . 
. gospel, symbolized by the "flying in the midst of heaven.” The 
“whole church of Christ is at this time in motion," whereas 
thirty years previously (1795) their missionary exertioris were 
'. confined to two institutions: The Society for the Promotion of 
Christian Knowledge, and The Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel.” Now forty-one societies exist for the single pur- 
pose of spreading the gospel of the kingdom. 

5. 1260 YEARS OF PAPAL OPPnESSION.—In this same connec: ` 
tion Stewart touches upon the 1260 years of the "papal power" 
as the “man of sin," which was to oppress the church of Christ,” 
for this long period, but likewise involving the Mohammedan 


power, which dates its acts from the year of the Hegira. 
71 Ibid., p. 159. bid. 76 Ibid., pp. 171, 172. 
72 Ibid, n "bd. p. 162. т Ibid., pp. 176, 177. 
15 Ibid., pp. 170, 171. 
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VII. Gerard Noel—Smiting by the Stone Impends 


GzRARD THomas Noe (1782-1851), of Richwood, English 
dissenting minister and writer, was educated at Edinburgh and 
at Trinity College, Cambridge, receiving his B.A. in 1805 and 
his M.A. in 1808. . After taking orders he served as curate in 
several places. Later he left the Anglicans and joined the Bap- 
tists. He was a close friend of Wilberforce and wrote a number 
of books on prophecy.” Beginning with his sermon given be- 
fore the London Society for Promoting Christianity Amongst the 
Jews (1810), and The Day at Hand (1818), he wrote A Brief En- 
quiry into the Prospects of the Church . . . in Connexion with 
the Second Advent (1828), Extracts on Prophecy, Chiefly the 
Approaching Advent and Kingdom of Christ (1835), Lectures 
on points in the Controversy between Romanists and Protestants 
(1836), and Christian Missions to Heathen Nations (1842). 

1. Hisrory Forms COUNTERPART OF PRropHEcy.—Noel’s 
Brief Enquiry deals with the premillennial establishment of the 
kingdom of Christ. Sharing the view of virtually all his asso- 
ciates, he declares that the image of Daniel 2 “‘foretells a succes- 
sion of monarchies, the last of which, when broken into TEN 
parts, is smitten to shivers by the srone cut out of the moun- 
tain." * The second vision, that of the four beasts, "foretells 
the same succession of Four monarchies,” the same ten divisions 
and the “eleventh,” and then depicts his work. These proph- 


eciés “по human hand could have traced, because no human ' 


mind could thus have pierced through the dark and interfolded 
veils of futurity." " Noel calls оп -the reader to compare the 
prophecy with the history, and to marvel at the accuracy. . 

2. STONE TO SMITE Амір PRESENT Divistons.—After naming 
the four empires, and the ten divisions, and "the sanguinary 
Papacy," he declares that the judgment has already begun to sit, 
and the papal throne to totter.as "the kingdom of the Son of 
God hastens to the hour of its manifestation, alike to the con- 

78 Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 14, pp. 536, 537. 
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fusion of his foes, and to the joy and glory of his saints." * Such 
is the prophesied fifth monarchy. As to the designated time he 
adds: | 

“Let the wicked tremble; let the wicked mourn; let the wicked believe, 
repent, and live! Yet a little while, and these prophecies will attest the 
fidelity of Him who uttered them! Christian! the last tempést may soon 
gather around thee, but, ‘be of good cheer.’ ‘Lift up thy head, for thy 
redemption draweth nigh.'"9? > 

Concerning the time when the stone smites the Roman 
image, Noel declares: | | 

“We find that the ‘stone cut out from the mountain’ does not smite 
the legs of the image, which legs represent the unbroken or imperial form 
of the Roman Empire, but it smites upon the feet, that is; upon the Roman 
Empire in its divided state, or when broken into the ten kingdoms. It is 
‘in the days of these kings’ that the stone smites the Roman image." * 

3. RESURRECTION PRECEDES THE  MILLENNIUM.—Noel 
boldly takes the position that the resurrection of the saints pre- 
cedes the millennium, in order that the resurrected saints may 
reign with Christ. during the thousand- -year period. 

4. 1260 Years, Enpinc 1792, PREcEDE Kincbom.—Having | 
thus made an “outline of those great events which appear to 
lie depicted on the map of prophecy," * Noel comes to the “times 
and seasons,” and the “chronology of the period, in which we 
live.” According to Daniel 2, the advent will take place “during 
the divided state of the Roman Empire.” * And according to 
Daniel 7, it will be after the period of the "spiritual despotism" 
of the Little Horn, its three and a half times, or 1260 days, or 
prophetic years.“ After noting the parallel time periods in 
Revelation, Noel dates the 1260 years from the Justinian grant 
of 533, down to 1792. In support he quótes extensively from 
Cuninghame." | 

_5, CUMULATIVE SIGNS oF TIMES AND WORLD's APATHY.— 
The cumulative signs of the time of Matthew 24 and Joel 2 he 
then portrays, with the “political convulsions” foretold. Last 

в Ibid., p. 36. =, Did. p. gf ® Ibid., p. 99. 
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of all he alludes to that sealing message of the angel of Revela- 
tion.7, the “remnant of the election of his grace." * "These 
identify "the present time to be the hour of approaching mercy 
to the church, and of destruction to its foes.’® Noel then 
stresses the "insensibility of the world to the warning voice of 
Christ"—the scoffing of the days of Noah repeated. Vividly he 
portrays the ancient scene: . 


“During one hundred and twenty years did the warning voice of God 
utter its mournful accents, and intreat a cessation in the work of un- 
godliness and sin. The accents were scattered to the desert air; they 
reached no rebel heart of man. Тһе shortness of time, the approach of 
death, the brooding darkness of the gathering storm, interrupted not 
the career of sensuality, the progress of licentiousness, nor the noise of 
mirth. They eat, they drank; 'the harp, and the viol, and the tabret, and 
melody, were in their feasts;’ they formed alliances; they built up many a 
domestic dwelling-place; they coveted individual and national renown; but 
‘they regarded not the work of the Lord,’ nor knew ‘the operation of his 
hands! They ridiculed the prophetic record. They smiled in idle scorn, 
while the Prophet built and surveyed his ark, an appointed refuge from 

.the approaching wrath! But the insensibility of man delayed not the pur- 

pose of God; the neglected warning ‘cancelled not the recorded purpose; 
the mirth of the criminal arrested not the hand of the executioner; the 
horizon blackened; the tempest burst; and the human population lay 
buried beneath the waves!” ? 


85 Ibid., pp. 105-107. 8 Ibid., p. 107. 90 Ibid., pp. 109, 110. 


CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT 


| Се Interpretation 


Enters the Picture 


A new and alien note is soon to be projected into the field of 
prophetic interpretation—the Futurist view of the prophecies 
concerning Antichrist. Prior to 1826 this Roman Catholic view, 
first set forth by Francisco Ribera to counter the Reformation 
exposition, had found no acceptance among Protestants. Now 
it is taken up by an Anglican, bringing confusion to some, but 
driving other students of prophecy to deeper examination of the , 
basic principles of interpretation. Stalwarts soon arise to defend 
the standard Protestant principles of interpretation. But first 
note two further adherents to the Historical School view, who. 
wrote in 1825. E" 


I. Doctor Park—391-Year Turkish Woe Ends in 1844 


Joun R. Park, M.D. (1778-1847), surgeon and theologian, 
was born in Liverpool. He received his M.D. from Jesus Col- 
lege, Cambridge, іп 1818, and his F.R.C.S. in 1819. Не deliv- 
ered the Gulstonian Lectures in 1821, and not only wrote nu- 
merous works on medical science and the pathology of fever but 
. produced several thoughtful treatises on prophecy... In 1825 
the “much enlarged" second edition of his Concise Exposition of 
the Apocalypse, So Far as the Prophecies Are Fulfilled appeared, 
with another edition in 1826. This was followed by his Ami- 
cable Controversy with a Jewish Rabbi on Messiah’s Coming 


1 Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 15, p. 218. 
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(1832). In his preliminary History of Christianity Doctor Park 
epitomizes the history of Christianity, century by century, first 
tracing the rise of Mohammedanism in the East and then the 
course of the Papacy in the West. i 


1. TRUMPETS INvoLvE MOHAMMEDAN  InRoaps.—Park 
stresses the “miracle of prophecy,” but is especially concerned 
with the "three septenaries" of the seals, trumpets, and vials. 
The seals describe the "gradual corruption, and, at length, 
almost total extinction of true Christianity." The trumpets 
"treat of the rise, progress, and final establishment of the domin- 
ion" of the Eastern Antichrist.’ Especially does he emphasize 
the 150 years of the Saracen and the 391 years of the Turk, 
established “оп the ruins of Christianity in the East." * — 


2. Papacy IN West; MOHAMMEDAN IN East.—Touching ` 
upon the "seventh century," in the historical section, Park 
says: 


“We have now reached an eventful period in the history of our religion, 
marked by two momentous occurrences, one, the establishment of the Papal 
hierarchy, and the other, the rise of Mahammedism. As these form the most 
prominent features in the picture of Antichristian domination, so they are 
distinguished in the prophetic history, by descriptions more minute and 
circumstantial than any others that occur." * 


Park calls the alleged "prophet of God"— 


"the most extraordinary enthusiast that had yet appeared upon earth; 
this was Mahomet, the founder of the religion which bears his name, and of 
the Saracen empire, which in the short space of 150 years, extended itself 
over the greater part of Asia, and no inconsiderable portion of Europe and 
Africa." 5 


8. ЅАКАСЕМІС INROADS From 612 то 762.—As the prophetic 


interpretations are more comprehensive in the Concise Ex- 
position section, we will pursue them there. The 150 years, 


.?John R. Park, A Concise Exposition of the Apocalypse, pp. 2, 3. ‘‘Prefixed” to or 
ap earing first, within the same covers but with separate pagination 15 Park’s 89-page combined 
e History of Christianity Epitomised: and A Vocabulary of the Symbolical Language, With 
Scriptural Authority for Their Interpretation. Their purpose was to "supply deficiencies" in the 
108-page Exposition following, and to give opportunity for “other additions." (General 
preface, p. v.) The 1826 edition, titled A New Exposition of the Apocalypse, is identical in 
paging and content with the 1825 A Concise Exposition of the Apocalypse, the Epitome and 
ocabulary. А - 


id. р 
4 John R. Park, History of Christianity Epitomised, p. 25. 5 Ibid., p. 26. 
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or five prophetical months of the Saracenic fifth trumpet, Park 
delimits as from 612 to 762^ Of this woe he says: 

“The Saracens were alike armed for controversy and for battle, with 
the Koran and the sword. .One was their breastplate i in argument, the other 
gave them victory in war. 

“The tail, as the noxious part, denotes their poisonous doctrine, by 
which they prevailed. as much as by the sword. Their doctrine and do- 
minion kept pace together for 150 years." " : 

He adds that Mohammedanism owed its rise to the "dark- 
ness and ignorance which enveloped the Christian. world," and 
to the “corruptions which disfigured the pure religion of Jesus.” 


4. 'TunxisH 891 Years From 1453 то 1844.—The Saracens. 
paved the way for their Turkish successors. The: 391-year 
period of domination over the Greek Empire, Park placed from 
1458 to 1844. "While the locusts torment, the horses kill; the 
gospel was banished; "the Koran alone remained.’ * The com-- 
parison of East and West is stated thus: 

“These 1260 years of impure worship i in the West, are cotemporaneous 
| with a similar period already noticed in the East. If computed from the 
year 606, which seems to be most distinctly marked as the commencement of 
the papal hierarchy, it will terminate in 1866, by adding 1260 years; 


whereas the Eastern apostacy appeared destined to prevail from 612'^to 
1844. Thus the two will be almost exactly cotemporaneous.” ° 


The Two Witnesses, Park adds incidentally in his com- 
ment, “mean the prophets of the Old and New Testament." ^ 


5. Breast’s REIGN PLAcED From 606 To 1866.—Coming | 
to the ten-horned beast from the sea, Park says: 

“The sea signifies the Western Gentiles; the beast an idolatrous, 
tyrannical empire; his horns are the kingdoms composing that empire; his 
heads are seven successive forms of government ruling over the empire." * 

With the agility of a.leopard, the grasp of a bear, and the 
bite of a lion, its power is derived from Satan, and Rome is the 
seat of the beast. The seven heads are kings, consuls, dictators, 

' decemvirs, military tribunes, emperors, and popes. ‘The horns 
e John R. Park, A Concise Exposition of the Apocalypse, p. 22. 


1 Ibid., p. 23. 9 Ibid., p. 32. u Ibid., p. 42. 
8 Ibid., p. 96. 10 Ibid., p. 33. f 
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are the Machiavellian list. The dating of the reign of the beast 
is again put as 606- 1866." 


6. Two Horns oF BEAST: Two ОкрЕк$ or CrEncv.— The 
two-horned beast from the land is similarly dated, and is de- 
fined as "the Romish ecclesiastical empire; nominally Chris- 
tian, really Antichristian. Supported by two orders of clergy, 
monks and priests." * 


7. FrrrH. ViaAL PoureD Our IN FRENCH REVOLUTION.— 
Advancing to the vials, Park dates the fifth vial from 1750 to 
1800. He contends that it has fallen directly upon the throne of 
the beast, and avers it "can be no other than that terrible ex- 
plosion of the French revolution.". He then adds: 

"The evils of this great convulsion, moral, political, and religious, 
have strikingly fulfilled the prophecy, and fallen upon.the throne of the 
beast; for they have been almost exclusively visited upon those countries 


where the Romish faith predominated, as Italy, Austria, Spain, Portugal, 
and France." :* 7 


8. SIXTH VIAL SPELLS OTTOMAN FALL.—The sixth vial is 
placed from 1800 to 1850, and involved the "downfal of the 
Ottoman Empire." | 

“The drying up of the Euphratés, (in evident allusion to the dominion 
established by the Euphratean horsemen under the Sixth Trumpet), is 
a metaphor that appears singularly appropriate to the gradual manner in 
which the Ottoman Empire is now dwindling away. And as the Eastern 


and Western Apostacy arose at the same time, so it here appears that they 
_ are destined to fall together." * 


`9. WOMAN IN PunPLE Is Lavin CuuRCH.— The woman 
of Revelation 17, in "gaudy attire and meretricious ornaments," 
and in striking contrast to the woman of Revelation 12 adorned 
with the “heavenly luminaries,” is the "Latin Church." * The 
ten horns are the ten kingdoms, which were “not yet in ex-. 
istence" when the prophecy was given." 
Such is the comprehensive viewpoint of this prophecy- 
studying physician in this intensive time. 


12 Ibid., pp. 42, 43. — 14 Ibid., p. 6l. 16 Ibid., p. 64. 
38 Ibid., р. 46. 15 Ibid., p. 62. 17 Ibid., p. 65. 
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П. Cooper—Messages of Revelation 14 Follow 1792 


 EpnwanRD Cooper (1771-1833), rector. of Ridgware and 
Yoxall, Stafford, was educated at All -Souls College, Oxford, 
from which he received a B.A. degrée in 1792." ^ Cooper's 
Crisis was an attempt to show the "prospects and the duties" . 
. of the church in the light of the "signs of the times” and the ` 
"predicted desolations of the Papal Kingdoms.” ® ‘The three 
English editions of Cooper's work are dated 1825 (2 eds.) and 
1826, with an American édition in 1827. Prophecy had long 
been his favorite study.” Occasionally he wrote upon it in 
some. periodical under an assumed name. 


1. 1260 Years From. 533 ro 1792.—4A comprehensive chart 
visualizes Cooper's entire scheme." Не places the 1260 years: 
from Justinian’s edict in 533 to 1792—following William 
Cuninghame." And the 1260 years under its various equiva- 
lents “exclusively refers to the domination of the Papal power ir in 
the Roman or Western Empire.” Thus: 

"pn is during the 1260 years, that, according to Daniel, the saints 
were to be given into the hands of the little (Papal) Horn: and. that, 


according to St. John, the Holy City was to be trodden down under foot of 
the Gentiles, and the two witnesses were to prophesy in sackcloth, and the 


woman was to be nourished in the wilderness, and the ten-horned beast was ` 


to continue to make war: all symbols of the depression of the true Church, 
and of the tyrannical power exercised over it in the Western empire." ? 


2. 2300 Years (UNDATED) AssIGNED TO MOHAMMEDANISM. 
: —But Cooper allocates the 2300 years to the "successive deso- 
lations of the Eastern empire and church by the Saracens and 
Turks."* While they have two separate assigned time periods 
(the 150 and 391 years), nothing, he feels, ties these in with the 
2300 years, which he leaves undated, and the drying up of the 
Turkish Euphrates continues on apace. The 391 years Cooper 
dates from 1327, and terminates with the peace of Passarowitz in 
1718.* 


18 Alumni Oxonienses, 1715-1886, vol. 1, p. 292. 
19 Edward Cooper, The Crisis, title page. 
- 99 Ibid., preface, p. iii. 22 Ibid., p. vi. 24 Ibid. 
21 Ibid., p. xvii. зз Ibid., ‚р.х. ?5 Ibid., pp. х-хи. 
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3. REASONS FOR Datinc 1260 Years From 533.—Cooper 
holds that the period of the 1260 years, beginning under the 
Emperor Justinian, represented the duration of papal power 
and prosperity, not its total "existence." * He stresses the pro- 
mulgation of Justinian’s pronouncements not only to the Bishop 
of Rome but to the Patriarch of Constantinople, both of which~ 
documents recognize the pretensions of the former. These ` 
documents were “all unrolled at full length, by Justinian him- | 
self, in the volume of civil law; and thus obtained the stamp of 
public and legislative authority, as the laws of the Empire." 7 
Thus it “may be justly considered that the Saints were Virtually 
delivered into the hand of the Little Horn." * 


`4. Over-ALL PICTURE or PROPHECIES CHARTED.— The sim- 
plest way to grasp the Cooper overall exposition of prophecy 
is to note his comprehensive "prophetical chart," measuring 
about sixteen by eighteen inches. To the left is a perpen- 
dicular column in which are listed from top to bottom, Daniel 
2, 7, 8,9, 10-12, and in Revelation the seals, trumpets, witnesses, 
vials, dragon and woman, and the two beasts. -Running hori- 
zontally at right angles to this left column of the various proph-. 
ecies, are segments representing the advancing centuries, with 
Babylon (603-539 в.с.), Persia (539-331), Grecia (331-167), and 
Rome, beginning 167 в.с., spanning the в.с. and А.С. centuries, 
with the 1260 years from 533 to 1799. 


5. 1867 MADE THE GREAT Focar PoiNT.—The time of the 
end, Cooper says, is from A.D. 1792 + 30 years + 45, culmi- 
nating in 1867, and introducing the millennium. Thus, under 
Daniel 2, running horizontally from the Babylonian head of 
gold, each subsequent division leads on to the next, with the 
. stone smiting the image in 1867.” Thus 1867 is made the great 
- focal point, the terrninal date, for all propheticlines. Similarly 
he has the corresponding four beasts of Daniel 7, the Little. 
Horn wearing out the saints for the 1260 years (533 to 1792), 


5% Ibid., p. 27. 28 Ibid. С a 
2 Ibid., p. 31. 2 Ibid., chart facing p. xvii. 
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the taking away of his dominion in 1792, and the saints pos- 
sessing the kingdom: іп 1867. Daniel 8 begins with the Persian 
ram, and follows with the Grecian goat, and the Mohammedan 
power trampling on Christianity, and propagating its false 
religion by the sword,” taking away the daily and casting the 
sanctuary down, with the sanctuary cleansed by 1867. 

6. 70 Werks (457 s.c-A.n. 33); WiLLFUL Kine, NA- 
POLEON.—Daniel 9 starts the seventy weeks in 457 B.c., with 
Messiah cut off in А.р. 33. Daniel 11 is similarly carried through 
Persia, Grecia, and Rome, with Napoleon for Daniel 11:36, 
and the time of trouble followed by the time of blessedness in 
1867. 'The latter chapters of the book are largely devoted to this 
proposition. 

`7. SARACENIC Мок (150 Years); TURKISH “Wor (391 
YxAns).— The seven seals cover the church dispensation. The. 
seven trumpets are visitations upon the Roman Empire—the 
first four being the barbarian irruptions against Western Rome 
in 376, 395, 441, and 455. The fifth trumpet is the Saracenic 
attack on the Eastern Empire, 533-762, and the sixth is the 
Turkish conquests from 1327 to 1718 (the peace of Passaro- 
witz)," as noted. 


8. Two Beasts: SECULAR AND ECCLESIASTICAL ROME.— ` 


The woman in the wilderness is "the true church.” * The two 
beasts of Revelation 13 constitute the secular "апа the ecclesi- 
astical Roman power.” 


9. MESSAGES OF REVELATION 14 FoLLow 1792.—The three 
messages of Revelation 14, it is to be noted, are placed following 
1792; representing the diffusion of the prophetic message on 
the approaching destruction of Antichristian Rome and the 
- triumph of Christ's kingdom. The binding of Satan is placed : 
in 1867, followed by the “progressive increase of real Christi- 
anity throughout the world: the Earth shall be filled with the 
Glory of the Гота.” . 


30 Ibid., note 9 on chart. 

з Ibid., pp. xi, xii. geese periods are shown on the chart. 
82 [bid., note 10 on-char 

33 Ibid., notes 81 and [p on chait. 
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FUTURISM ATTACKS YEAR-DAY AND EXPLAINS ANTICHRIST 


First Protestant Espousal of Ribera's Catholic Futurism by S. R. Maitland in 1826 (Upper Left) ; 

Supported by J. H. Todd's Treatise (Upper Right), Which Furnished the Covering Argument 

for the Retreat of J. H. Newman (Center Oval) Into Catholicism Through the Oxford Movement 
and Tractarianism (Lower Left); T. R. Birks Defends Historical Positions (Lower Right) 
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III. Maitland—Projector of Futurism Among Protestants 


_ We now come to the first Protestant to accept the Riberan ' 
interprétation of Antichrist, SAMUEL R. MarrLAwp (1792- 
1866), historical critic and author of some fifty books. Born in 
London, the child of nonconformist parents, he was mainly 
self-educated, though he attended St. Johns and Trinity College. 
He then studied law at Inner Temple. Though he abandoned 

the profession, his legal studies left an indelible impress upon 
his mind and method. In 1821 Maitland was admitted to dea- 
cons' orders, and in 1823 he became curate of Christ Church, 
Gloucester. 

Toward the close of his incambency at Christ Church, 
religious circles throughout England became deeply moved 
by Irving and others who were proclaiming an interpretation 
of prophecy based on the year-day principle. So in 1826 Mait- 
land published a seventy-two-page pamphlet'entitled An En- 
quiry into the Grounds on which the Prophetic Period of 
Daniel and St. John, Has Been Supposed to Consist of 120p Years. 
This attracted considerable attention and initiated a “paper 
war" between the two schools of interpretation that continued, 
for years.“ (Title page reproduced on page 540.). 

This was followed by A Second Enquiry (1829). Maitland 
also wrote An Attempt to Elucidate the Prophecies Concerning 
Antichrist (1830). As the issue involved the orthodoxy, or 
Protestantism, of the Waldenses and Albigenses that the his- 
torian Milner had claimed-among the prophesied "Heavenly 
Witnesses” of the Middle Ages, Maitland produced an elaborate 
work, Facts and Documents Illustrative of the History, Doctrine, 
and Rites of the Ancient Albigenses and Waldenses (1830). 
It may be well to note that attacks on the Historical School of 
interpretation, with its year-day principle, have often been cou- 
pled with attacks on the Waldenses" Meanwhile, Maitland 
had become deeply interested in the conversion of the Jews, 


з Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 12, p. 816. 
35 This.issue over the Waldenses is fully discussed in Volume 2 of Prophetic Faith. 
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and in 1828 he made an extensive journey throughout France, 
Germany, Prussia, Russia, and Poland to study their condition. 

In 1835 Maitland began contributing monthly to the Brit- 
ish Magazine, which articles eventuated in two volumes, one 
in 1844 entitled The Dark Ages, and the other The Reformation 
in England. ln 1838 Archbishop Howley appointed him li- 
brarian and keeper of the manuscripts at Lambeth. This office 
afforded him opportunity for research, which resulted in his 
having the honorary degree of D.D. conferred upon him, Не, 
edited the British: Magazine from 1839 to 1849. 

Maitland incurred the deep dislike of the Evangelical party 
by his severe handling of their leaders and his merciless criticism 
of the historian Milner,” the martyrologist Foxe, and many 
others. He was often attacked in print," and in turn took up 
the cudgels with William Cuninghame and others? A. W. 
Hutton declared that his “keen critical instinct sometimes led 
him to an excessive historical scepticism.” * It was inevitable 
that he should gain the ill will of the Evangelicals; he was also 
oddly the “object of suspicion to the Tractarians." “ It should be 
noted that he had contempt for much of the general concept of 

- the "Reformation as a religious movement." * . His reactionary 
interpretations of prophecy follow. Е 

1. CONVINCED THE 1260 Аке NATURAL Days.—In his 1826 
Enquiry, Maitland took his stand against the vital year-day 
principle and flatly declared: | 


“After much consideration, I feel convinced that, ‘the time, times, 
and dividing of time; Dan. vii.25:’ ‘Time, times, and a half; Dan. xii.7: 
‘Time, times, and half a time; Rev. xii.14: ‘Forty and two months; Rev. 
xi. ii—xiii.5: ‘The thousand two hundred and threescore days; Rev. xi.3: 


аге not mystical phrases relating to a period of 1260 years; but, according · 


to their plain meaning, denote a period of 1260 natural days." * 


3 See Samuel R. Maitland, A Letter . . . with Strictures on Milner’s “Church History." 
зт Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 12, p. 816. 
к пй Е. . Maitland, The 1260 Days, in Reply to the Strictures of William Cuning- 
ame 
39 Such as Samuel R. Maitland's Reply to an айту on . . . 1260 Years (1828), 
Letter to the Rev. Wm. Di igby ... on the 1260 days (1831 
40 Samuel R. Maitland, Essays on Subjects Connected with the Reformation in England, 


а Ibid. xiv. 
4? Samud R. Maitland, An Enquiry into the Grounds on which the Prophetic Period 
of Daniel and St. John, Has Been Supposed to Consist of 1260 Years, p. 2. 
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2. RoME's DIVISIONS AND MOHAMMEDANISM Nor INVOLVED. 
—-Maitland maintains the position that the difficulties had arisen 
from treating the prophecies of Daniel and St. John as “chrono- 
logical" prophecies, fulfilling through the centuries. He as- 
serts; "It appears to me that these predictions relate to things 
which were still future," particularly the predictions of Anti- 
christ^ He elaborates: | 

"I have no faith therefore in the applications of aes. to the 
ten Gothic kingdoms, or the delusions of Mahomet, the overthrow of 
the French Monarchy, or the Turkish Empire. I believe that the Scripture 
prophecies do not (unless it may ‘be incidentally) throw any light on the 
state of things either in the Church or in the world, before the breaking 
out, or to say the utmost, the introductory circumstances, of the Apostasy. 
The main subject is, I believe, the great and final conflict between the God 


of heaven and the god of this world—between the Redeemer and the 
Destroyer of man—between Christ and Antichrist.” “ 


3. Savs Terms or PropHecy Nor МЕТ By Porr.—Mait- 
land capitalizes upon the admitted variations among prophetic 
interpreters on these time periods, and other details, and then 
rejects them all. His favorite device is to play Faber against 
other writers, thus to bring a question upon all. His Second 
Enquiry, in 1829, includes remarks on an adverse review in 
the Christian Guardian, and maintains that the pope does not 
. meet the terms of the prophecy." 


4. Hotps Еооктн Empire Nor RoME.—His di to 
Elucidate the Prophecies Concerning Antichrist: was directed 
against J. H. Frere. In this he plays the expectation of the early 
church—which had no concept of the year-day principle for 
the longer time periods—over against the Protestant Refor- 
mation interpretation, and rejects the application to the pope.“ 
Maitland denies that the fourth empire of Daniel 2 is Коте.“ 
And he makes the 2300 days literal time.” | 

But no sooner had this alien note been sounded than chal- 
. lengers arose, and stanch defenders of the old view took the. 


S gel R. Maitland, An Attempt to Elucidate the Prophecies, р. 3. 

45 Samuel R. Maitland, Second Enquiry, p. 78. 

16 Samuel R. Maitland, An Attempt to Elucidate the aera? Pp. 2,3. 
at Ibid., p. 8. < 48 Ibid., p. 34. 
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field. Conflicts increased and cleavages became more pro- 
nounced with the passing years. It should be borne in mind that 
Futurism among Protestants was unknown in the Reformation 
and post-Reformation centuries. Only Сатон who had in- 
troduced it, held it until now. 


IV. Croly—Confines 1260 Vents to Papacy (533-1793) 


The first strong voice to be lifted against the Futurist ir- 
novation was that of GEoncE CroLy (1780-1860), Irish author 
and expositor. He was born in Dublin and educated at Trinity 
College, Dublin, where he distinguished himself as a classical 
scholar and public speaker. After receiving his M.A. degree 
he was ordained in 1804, and installed in a curacy in northern 
Ireland. The obscurity of his situation was distasteful to him, 
however, and he moved to London and devoted himself chiefly 
to literary pursuits. He became critic writer on the New Times 
and was a contributor to the tne Gazette and Blackwood: 5 
Magazine. 

'The editor of the Gazette sought to procure Croly a church 
'preferment, but his efforts failed, because Croly was confounded 
with a converted Roman Catholic priest of nearly the same 
name. Croly accordingly continued to devote himself to litera- 
ture, producing Paris in 1815, Angel of the World, May Fair: 
(1820), Tales of St. Bernard, (1822), and many others. His 
collected poems were published in 1830." ` But his scholarly 
commentary on The Apocalypse of St. John was issued in the 
midst of it all—in 1827. Later, in 1848, as rector of the Church 
of St. Steven, Walbrook, he wrote Popery the Antichrist. In 
this, Croly took note of the serious attempt "of late" to "take 
the brand of Antichrist from Popery" by applying it either to 
the past or the future.” Then he epitomized the main argu- 
ments of his larger work. 

Crols Apocalypse of St. John, bore the comprehensive 
subtitle, "Prophecy of the Rise, Progress, and Fall of the Church. 


40 Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 5, pp. 135, 136. 
50 George Croly, Popery the Antichrist, p. 8. 
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of Rome; the Inquisition; the Revolution of France, the uni- 
versal war; and the final.triumph of Christianity." The Preface 
stated, "Christianity declared the one true Mediator; Popery 
.was its corruption, by substituting many false mediators for 
the true.” ™ Неге are the leading features of the Croly ex- 
position. | 
1. StAviNc or Two Witnesses ENDS 1260 YEARs.— Croly’ s 
interest was aroused by the slaying of the Two Witnesses of 
Revelation 11, in connection with the “abjuration of religion 
by a government and people,” which event was to come at the 
conclusion of the 1260 years. This he believed to haye oc- 
curred in 1793. Reckoning back 1260 years, he was brought 
to 533. Noting Bishop Newton and Dr. Mann of Charter-House, 
he turned to Baronius and found "Justinian's grant of. su- 

| _premacy to the pope" formally fixed to that period, while the 
subsequent "grant of Phocas," in 606, was "nothing beyond 
a confirmation of the grant of Justinian.” *. | 

2. 1260 Years Рглсер From 533 то 1793.—Croly observes 
that the reason for the frequent adoption of the 606 date "seemed: 
to be its convenient coincidence with the rise of Mahometan- 
ism.” " Laying aside the commentators, Croly tied his interpre- 
tation to this 533-1793 placing of the 1260-year epoch. Later he 
found that many others had done the same." | 

3. MAKES SEALs, TRUMPETS, AND VIALS CONTEMPORANEOUS. 
—Croly makes the seals, trumpets, and vials “nearly contem- 
poraneous,” and excludes the Greek Empire and the Moham- 
medan invasion.” ‘The ten days of persecution in the Smyrnian 
period are the “ten years’ persecution” from 303 to 313, as 
“days are in prophetic language years." * The seals spread over 
the entire Christian Era," with the third seal (the black horse 
and the balances) as "the prophecy of the popedom" from 
thé sixth century on,” and the fourth seal as the French Revolu- 
tion, climaxing in 1798. ^ Тһе sixth seal is set forth as "the 


51 George Croly, Apocalypse of St. John, ier p. 1. 


52 Ibid., Intro uction, pp. 12, 13. 51 Ibid., table, p. 69. 
53 Ibid., p. 13. 55 Ibid., 58 Ibid., pp. 82-87. 
54 Ibid., p. 14. 58 Tbid., Юр. ЕЯ 55, 67. 5 Tbid., pp. 87-89. _ 
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prophecy of the universal war.”® Beginning the trumpets, 
however, in the thirteenth century, Croly confines them to the 
papal affliction of the church.” 


4. Two WITNESSES THE OLD AND NEW '"TESTAMENTS.— 
Croly denominates Revelation 10 as "The Propagation of the 
Gospel,” and interprets the “little Book" as the Bible.” He 
notes the various predictions of the 1260-year period,” and 
considers the Two Witnesses the Old and New Testaments.” 
He gives details and documentation for the 533 date—the 
circumstances and specifications of the Justinian letter to 
Pope, John, the letter to Epiphanius, Archbishop of Constanti- 
nople, announcing the primacy of the Roman bishop, and the 
supporting statements of the rest of the Code.” These conclu- 
sions follow: Е 

“The supremacy of the Pope had by those mandates and edicts received 
the fullest sanction that could be given by the authority of the master ` 
of the Roman world. But the yoke sat uneasily on the Bishop of Constanti- 
nople; and on the death of Justinian the supremacy was utterly denied." % 

“That Phocas repressed the claim of the Bishop of Constantinople is 
beyond a doubt. But the highest authorities among the civilians and an- - 
nalists of Rome spurn the idea that Phocas was the founder of the 
supremacy of Rome; they ascend to Justinian as the only legitimate source, 
and rightly date the title from the memorable year 533.” " 

Croly recites the events of 1793, which set aside the pro-- 
visions of 533, giving a detailed depiction.” 

5. FRANCE THE TENTH PART; THREE AND A Harr Days 
(1793-97).— The "political earthquake" of Revelation 11, and 
the fall of the "tenth part" of the city, is applied to the up- 
heaval in France." And the era of the stupendous triumph 
of the Bible is portrayed, after the three and a half years of its 
repression in France, “from November, 1793 till June, 1797." " 

6. SymBoLs OF TRUE AND Farse CHuRcH.—Croly calls 
Revelation 12 “the vision of the church" under pagan and 
then papal persecution.” During the latter the church is fed 


© Ibid., рр. 92-05. — € Ibid., p. 162. : вв Ibid., pp. 174-176. 
е Ibid., pp. 109-138. % Ibid., pp. 165-174. © Ibid. pp. 178-180. 
е Ibid., pp. 151-158. вв Thid., BP. 189, 176. 1 Ibid., p. 


в Tbid., p. 161. вт Ibid., p. 171 т Ibid., p. 200, 
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1260 years in the wilderness place prepared of God,” or from 
533 to 1793. The. floods are persecution, under the crusades 
and the Inquisition.” In Revelation 13 the Papacy is “shown in 
its full action,” * receiving the ancient capital of paganism and 
its power and authority. The two-horned beast is set forth as 
the Inquisition under the Dominican order,” with the number 
666 as the year of the birth of the Inquisition, i.e., a.D. 533 
+ 666 = 1198, when the Inquisition was launched.” f 


‚7. Ten Horns NAMED AND DaArED.— The ten horns are 
those named by Machiavelli and Bishop Lloyd—the Hüns (356); 
Ostrogoths (377), Visigoths. (378), Franks (407), Vandals (407), 
Sueves and Alans (407), Burgundians (407), Heruli and Tu- 
ringi (476), Saxons and Angles (476), and Lombards (526),” 
according with the kings of Daniel 7. 


8. ANGELIC MESSAGES ARE STEPS TO TRIUMPH.—Revela- 
tion 14 is portrayed as "the church triumphant.” ® The angelic 
messages portray the steps by which the triumph is accomplished 
—the Bible evidence that “the time of the final catastrophe is 


at hand, ‘the hour of His judgment i is соте’ ”,™ 


9. FALL or PAPAL ROME PonrnAYED. — Revelation 17 por- 
trays the "fall of papal Rome.” ® The fallen woman is “сог- 
rupted Christendom,” "stained. and intoxicated with the blood 
of the people of God." * ‘The seven heads are the "seven hills" 
of Rome, and the ten kingdoms are contemporaneous, and 
shall turn against popedom.* The thousand years is "entirely 
future," * with Revelation 21 and 22 as "the church trium- 
phant.” ^ 

The remaining portion of the treatise (pages 286-470) 
is historical, tracing first the pagan persecutions,” then the 
barbarian invasions,” and next the details of the rise and domi- 
nance of the Papacy.” Then follow details of the Inquisition,” 


12 Ibid., pp. 204-208. я Ibid., p. 249. | вз [bid., p. 275. 

% Ibid., pp. 209, 210. т Ibid., p. 252. и Ibid., pp. 276-285. 
з Ibid., pp. 2122214. во Tbid., p. 254. 85 Ibid., pp. 286-289. 
з Ibid., pp. 218 ве Tbid., p. 257. ва Ibid., pp. 318-334. 
18 Ibid., pp. 222- 308. 236-249. : б, . — 8 Ibid? pp. 334-360. 


т Ibid., pp. 229, 230. 82 Ibid., p. 262. : в Ibid., pp. 370-298. 
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and lastly the French Revolution." In this, much detailed data 
of importance is given, with the climax in the seizure of Pius VI 
in February, 1798, his banishment, and his death in exile." 
Such was the scope of this impressive treatise by a lawyer- 
preacher outside the special circle of study groups and heralds 
of the advent. 


V. Vaughan—No Cleansing of Sanctuary Expected Before 1843 


Still another defensive voice was that of Epwanp. T. 
VaucHAN (1777-1829), vicar of St. Martin's, Leicester. He was 
educated at Rugby and then at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
from which he received a B.A. in 1796 and an M.A. in 1799. 
Then he became vicar of St. Martin's, Leicester, and rector of 
Foston, Leicestershire.“ His sermon on the second advent, 
called The Church’s Expectation (1828), was preached in 1827 
before the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. He 
‘said that in the past his eyes had been holden on the prophecies, 
but now the prophecies shone forth in midday luster. 


1. CHAMPIiONs  HisrORICAL SCHOOL oF  INTERPRETA- 
TION.—Vaughan opposes the Antiochus Epiphanes theory and 
the scheme of literal time for the prophetic periods. From 
Jerome to Bishop Newton, Porphyry’s scheme has often been 
refuted. Antiochus is made "a general receipt for all ails.” ” 
` Vaughan speaks of the nobility, the naturalness, and the ease 
of the Historical scheme of prophetic interpretation "from the 
first establishment of the Persian: empire to the general resur- 
rection."" The time of the end represents a definite period. 
The stone that smites the image is Christ, the Little Horn of 
the fourth beast is the Papacy, but the little horn of the Ram 
and He-Goat, in Daniel 8, is made the Turk. . 


2. CLEANSING OF SANCTUARY INVOLVES JERUSALEM.— 
Vaughan holds that immediately after the tribulation, when the 


89 Ibid., рр. 415-446. 90 [bid., pp. 425-427. 

% Frederic Boase, Modern English Biography, vol. 6, suppl. 3, col. 736; Admissions to 
Trinity College, Cambridge, 1701-1800, vol. 3, È 327. | 

92 Edward Ts Vaughan, The Church’s Expectation, p. 48. (Title page on p. 550.) 

95 Tbid., p. 49. 
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"times of the Gentiles" are fulfilled, and Jerusalem and its 
temple are no longer trodden underfoot of the Gentiles, then 
"the sanctuary shall have been cleansed."" Then will come 
the signs foretold, the great tribulation, the Gentile judgment, 
the shaking of the nations, “which is closed by the Lord's ter- 
rible but most welcome appearing." " Thus, continues. 
Vaughan, "a clear date has been vouchsafed; viz. 2300 years 
from a notorious epoch.” ‘This "cleansing of the sanctuary," 
he feels, is "the delivering up of the Jewish CN and mene 
from Gentile into Jewish hands." " 


8. Nor Lookxep ror UNTIL 1848.—No one knows just 
how soon “the preparation for this beginning of the consumma- 
tion shall be made manifest." When, in 1827, the navies of 
Great Britain, France, and Russia struck an unprecedented 
blow at the Turkish navy at Navarino, many were looking for 
the "courier who may announce a Christian possessor of Con- 

.Stantinople."" Then Vaughan adds the significant sentence, 
"Howbeit I do not look for the completion of this sign till 1843.” 
In this he concurred with twoscore other leaders who had fixed 
upon this approximate date. 


4. Ѕіхтн VIAL INVOLVES SAME EXPECTATION.— Moreover, 
Revelation 16 "leads us to precisely the same expectation." 
Vaughan continues: 

“The sixth vial of judgment оа the drying up of the Eu- 
phrates, that the way of the Kings of The East—the rightful Sovereigns— 
God's kings—may be prepared; and synchronously with it, the preparation 
of the kings of the earth, (the Papal earth,) and of the whole world,. (all 
the nations of Christendom,) for the last conflict: and the seventh com- 
prehends those very judgments which are thus to be introduced." * 


5. Dates 1260 Years From ЈоѕтімАМ5 Epicr.— Before 
. closing his discourse Vaughan speaks of the "great keys" which 
God has put in our hands, "viz. Daniel's prophecies, and the 
Revelation of John the Divine." And on the 1260 years he 
says, "I can find nothing which satisfies me as to the commence- 


9e [bid, 98 Ibid. эт Ibid, 
95 Ibid., p. 53. и Ibid., p. 52. 
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OTHER TYPICAL BRITISH EXPOSITORS ОЕ 2300 YEARS 


Thomas Keyworth іп 1828 (Upper Left, With Inset) Places 2300 Years from 457 в.с. to A.D. 1843; 

E. T. Vaughan in 1828 (Upper Right) Takes the Same Position; Alfred Addis in 1829 (Lower 

Left) Puts the Period in a Chapter Heading, “B.C. 457-A.D. 1844”; and Matthew Habershon in 
1834 (Lower Right) Allocates Period VI "From 457 B.C. to Ар. 1843” 
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. ment of the 1260 years, like the edicts of Justinian."" Не 
prefers the span of 537 to 1797 for this period. 


VI. Keyworth--Dates 2300 Years From 457 B.C. to A.D. 1843 


The tide of exposition rolls on. Another able expositor 
was THomas KrvwonrH (1782-1852), well-known Hebraist, · 
who was born in Nottingham. Keyworth went to London as 
a young man, where he was converted from Unitarianism and 
entered Cheshunt College to prepare for the Congregational 
ministry. After serving in several churches he finally went to 
London, and from 1842 to 1851 was at Aston Tirrold, Berk- 
shire. Modest and simple, he was actively interested in the 
poor and in the promotion of missionary activity." He was 
widely praised for his valuable Principia Hebraica (1817). In 
the field of interpretation he wrote A Practical Exposition of 
the Revelation of St. John (1828), which was also well received. 

"This treatise is in the form of a terse comment, with a con- 

cluding “Tabular View" of the prophetic symbols of Revelation 
" compared with Daniel. Keyworth introduced his exposition 
by declaring incisively that it was “а duty for the watchmen 
of Sion to sound an alarm in the Holy Mountain." ^ Then 
he observed: “There never was a time since the beginning of 
the world, (except when Messiah was about to appear as the 
man of sorrows), when events so interesting were about to occur, 
as at the present moment." "^ (Title page reproduced on page 
550.) 

1. PaPAL. RoME's Power 1260 Yrans.—Stalwartly ` pro- 
claiming the Historical School view and the standard inter- 
pretation of the four empires, he wrote clearly of the division of 
Rome and the papal Antichrist following. And while the 
dragon of Revelation 12 was pagan Rome, it transferred its 
power to the ten kingdoms of the leopard beast for the 1260 
years.” 


99 Ibid., рр. 58, - 

100 Dictionary of PY ational Biography, vol. 11, 

i Thomas Keyworth, ‘A Practical l Exposition Й p Revelation of § St, T Introduction, 
unpage 0. 
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2. LAMB-HORNED BEAST REPRESENTS Papacy.—As the 
leopard beast represents the temporal tyranny in support of 
popery "throughout the ten kingdoms," so, he thought, the 
"Jamb-horned beast represents the ecclesiastical or religious 
tyranny, exercised by the papistical clergy." ™* Keyworth is 
frankly uncertain as to the 666, and the three angels of Revela- 
tion 14 are relegated to the past. 

3. LEADING DATES OF ERA TABULATED. —Keyworth tabu- 
lates the leading dates of the Christian Era: 303-318, as the 
terrible "ten days" of prophesied persecution; 410, Alaric and 
the Goths; 451, Attila and the Huns; 455, Genseric and the 
Vandals; 476, the empire overthrow, and the rise of “the distinct 
kingdoms, or, governments," as denoted by the ten toes and 
horns of Daniel 2 and 7 and Revelation 13 and 17; 606 the 
recognition of the power of the pope as universal bishop; 1204, 
the establishment of the Inquisition; 1453, the supplanting of 
the Saracens by the Turks; 1517, the beginning of the refor- 
mation from popery by Luther.” 

4. First Four TRUMPETS OVERTHROW RomeE.—In per ` 
pendicular columns in his "Tabular View," he parallels the 
symbols and the meaning. Thus, for the first four trumpets, 
Alaric and the Goths—and on through the Huns and Vandals, 
and the total overthrow of the empire. 

5. SARACENIC Woe, 612-762; TurkisH Wok, 1281-1672.— 
The fifth trumpet of locusts, “emblematical of Mahomet and his 

successors," for the five months (150 years), was from 612 to 
. 762. And the sixth trumpet—the Turkish establishment for the 
hour, day, month, and year as 391 years and 15 days—was from 
1281 to 1672." The 1260 years as set forth in Revelation 12, 
13, and 17, reach perhaps from 606 to 1866," with the seventh 
trumpet, or third woe, beginning the millennium: perhaps in 
1866. 

6. LITTLE Horn CORRESPONDS To Тмо-нокмер . BEAsT.— 
In comparing the corresponding parts of Daniel and the Revela- ` 


104 Ibid., pp. 41, 44, 45. © 10 Ibid., pp. 69, 70. из Ibid. 
15 Jbid., pp. 65-68. 10 1:4, p. 70. 19 Ibid, 
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tion, Keyworth puts the ten toes and the ten horns of Daniel 
over against the ten horns of Revelation 12 and 13— meaning the 
ten kingdoms.” The little horn uproots three horns, and 
in comparison. the papal tiara has three crowns." The little 
horn of Daniel 7 and the two-horned beast of Revelation 15 
are re paired as symbolic of the pope and popery.™ | 


7. SATAN BOUND AND KiNGDOM EsTABLISHED.—The judging 
of the Little Horn by the Ancient of Days is preceded by the 
seven vials "about to be poured out." ™® ‘The time, times, and 
half a time of Daniel and the forty-two months and 1260 years of 
Revelation are identical. The Son of man taking the dominion, 
and Satan bound for 1,000 years,“ are synchronous. 


. 8. MoHAMMEDANISM IN DANIEL 8 AND REVELATION 9.— 
The taking away of the daily sacrifice by the fierce horn of 
Daniel 8 is paired with the locusts of Revelation 9, or Mo- 
hammedanism."^ 


9. 2300 Years FROM 457 B.C. TO А.р. 1843.—As the climax 
of the series, to his expression “2300 days are to elapse before. 
the sanctuary be cleansed,” Keyworth adds this impressive state- 
ment (reproduced with title page on page 550): 

“2800 years between some remarkable period about the tinie of Daniel, 
(probably from the going forth of the edict to rebuild Jerusalem, as the 
70 weeks are in chap. IX. dated from that period,) and the overthrow of 
Mahommedanism, that is, probably from the year 457 before Christ's birth 
to A.D. 184811. Let him that readeth understand." ™ 

As a further detail he makes this comment on the relation- 
ship of the seventy weeks and the 2300 days: 

“Our Lord was crucified about A.D. 33, now 88 added to 457, make 
490, and 70 weeks of years, (i.e. 7 times 70) amount to 490; consequently 


457 years before Christ's birth is the commencement of Daniel's 70 weeks, 
and probably of these 2300 days." ™ 


10. ExrENps 1290 Амр 1335 Years Brvowp 1260.—The 
time of "unequalled trouble," of Daniel 12 Keyworth then pairs 
no Thid., p. 72. ; из Tbid. 116 Ibid., p. 74. 
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with the outpouring of the seven vials of Revelation 16. And 
in common with not a few, he extends the close of the 1290 
years beyond the end of the 1260 years. And the 1335, in turn, 
he projects slightly beyond the terminus of the 1290 years. Such 
is the tabular picture painted by Keyworth. 


CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE 


Sian Note Sounded 


in Prophetic Circles 


Amid the continuing emphasis on the 2300 years by indi- 
vidual expositors and local groups of earnest students gathering 
in different places to study or expound the prophecies, we reach 
the year 1829. ‘Then one of the Scottish writers introduces the 
Sabbatarian question into the prophetic circles. Merely noted 

- here, it will be developed in a later chapter.- But let us look 
first at another of the group meetings, and then at other indi- 
vidual writers. We will then come to Begg, the Sabbatarian. 


I. Congregational Ministerial Association Studies Prophecies 


Ministerial groups of various persuasions, in different 
places, as well as distinctive organizations, were studying the 
prophecies. For example, there was an address by RoBERT 
VAUGHAN * before the Monthly Association of Congregational 
Ministers and Churches, published at their request. Given at 
Hanover Chapel, Peckham, in 1829, The Nature and Duration 
of the Papal Apostacy comprises a comprehensive survey of 
the prophecies of Daniel, Paul, and John, and depicts the “im- 
pressive outline" of the centuries. These are associated “with 
: 1 Ковевт VaucHan (1795-1868), Congregational minister, was pastor at Worcester 
(1819-25) and Kensington (1825). He was professor of history at London niversity (1834-39), 
receiving a D.D. from Glasgow in 1836 for distinguished service. From 1843 to 1857 Vaughan 
was president and professor of theology. of Lancashire Independent College, and president of 
the British Congregational union in 1846. In his later years he served as pastor at Uxbridge 
and Torquay, and founded and edited the British Quarterly, from 1845 to 1865. (Dictionary 
of ооа Biography, vol. 20, p. 175; Frederic Boase, Modern English Biography, vol. 3, 
Col. . 
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‘nearly everything that has been, that is, and that shall be." * 
We pause but for two points. 

1. PropHETIC OUTLINE OF Wonrp Hisrory.—The “four 
empires that should succeed each other,” in Daniel 2, are named 
and described? The paralleling four beasts of Daniel 7, with 
the ten horn-kingdoms appearing “at the same time". within 
the Roman Empire, are portrayed. The Little Horn, uprooting 
three, with eyes and mouth denoting “watchfulness, and policy,” 
has its identity demonstrated “by the events of history,” as 
“the character of the papal government became strikingly con- 
formable to the predictions of the prophet.” “The visions 
of Daniel present a sublime outline of this world’s history." * 

2. PAPAL BABYLON TO PERISH AT ADVENT.—In Revelation 
17, Rome was the "only city ruling the kings of the earth," 
standing on seven mountains, or with seven successive govern- 
ments. “Can we be at any loss then in recognizing Daniel's 
Little Horn, and St. Paul's Man of sin, in the Woman enthroned 
in the midst of the mystical Babylon? What ecclesiastical 
domination has Rome ever. known, save that of the papacy?” * 
All three portrayals present the same fate—the Wicked One 
consumed by the brightness of the Redeemer’s coming, and 
Babylon the great to fall." And the period of duration leads 
into a discussion of the 533-Justinian versus the 606-Phocas 
date for its beginning.’ | 


II. Addis—1843 the Grand Focal Point. of All Prophecy 


ALFRED Appis (b. 1806), graduate of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, in 1827° wrote Heaven Opened (1829), with the 
subtide stating that it covers the "twelve visions of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Daniel, and St. John." The next year he produced 
"The Theory of Prophecy (1830). His Concise View of the Lan- 
guage, Scheme, and Spirit of the C hronological Prophets, follow- 


. 2 Robert t Vaughan The Nature end Duration of the Papal Apostasy, ы 25 
5 Ibid., pp. 52, 53. 7 Ibid., p. 63. 


"7 3 Ibid. _ 
* Ibid., p. P5]. 8 Ibid., p. 62. . 8 1085 pp. 68, 
9 Admissions to Trinity College, Cambridge, 1701-1800, vol. 4, p. 225. 
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ing a year later, holds essentially the same positions and uses the 
‘same diagrams. (Title page reproduced on page 550.) Here 
are his positions. 

І. Horps HISTORICAL View or Four Kincpoms.—tin the 
great outline prophecies Addis concurred with the Historical 
School view of Daniel 2, with the Babylonic-Assyrian golden 
head from 680 в.с., the Medo-Persian silver breast and arms, . 
from 536 B.c., the Grecian brass belly and thighs, from 331 в.с., 
and the two iron legs of Rome, from 168 в.с. The feet are the 
divided European kingdoms.” ^. 


. PAPAL ELEVENTH Horn (553-1813) Forrows RoME's Di- 
моха, The paralleling four beasts of Daniel 7 represented 
: the same world kingdoms, with the division of the fourth into 
ten horn-kingdoms and the eleventh horn as the papal power." 
These ten kings he lists as the Huns, Ostrogoths, Visigoths, 
Franks, Vandals, Alans, Burgundians, Heruli and Thuringia, 
Saxons and Angles, and Langobards.^ The 1260 days are rated 
as years in harmony with all prophetic time”—the “tyranny of 
the pope” rather uniquely placed from 553, the date of the 
plucking up of the Ostrogothic horn by Justinian’s’ generals, 
when the East and West were reunited, to the end of intolerance 
in 1813." | 

8. 2800 Years DATED From 457 B,C. TO A.D. 1843 Тһе 
ram of Daniel 8 is Medo-Persia,” and the he-goat is Grecia. The 
desolation of the sanctuary for 2300 years is placed as beginning: 
in 457 в.с." The 490 years extend from 457 в.с. to A.D. 33." The 
seventh week is placed from a.D. 26 to 33." The cleansing of the 
sanctuary at the" end of the 2300 years Addis locates in 1843.” 
This 3s, in fact, his focal date, as it occurs again and again. 

4. SEVENTY WEEKS THE Kev UNLockiNc 2300 YrAns.—An 
entire section is devoted to the 2300 years, and is titled, “Cleans- 
ing of the.Sanctuary, and Triumph of Jewish Independence," 
with the running title, at the top of the page, "Cleansing of the 


10 Alfred TE Heaven елга, рр. 4-14. 

u fbid., 313, 314, 4 14 $ lbid., рр, 14, m Y Ibid., pp. 6, 169. 
12 [bid.; Paid. Ibid... .4. 38 Ibid., pp. 390, 321. 
18 Ibid., 5. 169. 16 5 Ibid.” 19 [bid., р. 22. 
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Sanctuary, B.C. 457-A.D. 1844."^ This Addis convincingly 
places from the "perfect reestablishment of the religious affairs 
of the Jews by Artaxerxes, B.C. 457." =- The 2300-year period 
ends when "the church is sanctified and cleansed with the wash- 
ing of water by the word, and presented to Christ a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing. . . . Eph. 
v.26, 27; Rev. xxi.2; xix.7." ^ The “ostensible key" to Daniel 
8:14, he asserts, is furnished by the 490 years of Daniel 9, which 
reach to Messiah and are dated from 457 в.с." Then Addis adds: 


"But as the 487 years expired A.D. 30, at the commencement of 
our Lord's ministry, the remaining 1818, or the whole 2300, will expire 
A.D. 1848." * 


5. ANTICHRIST’S OPPOSITION ENDS AT SANCTUARY'S CLEANS- 
ING.—Às preliminary to his discussion of the 2300 years, Addis 
expatiates upon the Church of Rome's policy of using priest- 
craft to play upon the “credulity of the vulgar,” as did the pagan 
hierarchy before them. Here is perhaps the most pertinent 
and striking section in the entire book: 


^Elate with their power the Caesars and their decemvirate have exalted 
themselves above all laws human and divine. They have sat in the seat of 
Christ, enforcing théir own dogmas of religion by the arm of their power; 
and in the midst of peace have destroyed many, who possessed the truth, by 
sword, by flame, by captivity, and by spoil many days. Their existence 
‘has been a continual opposition. to the Prince of princes, truth itself, 
Christ, from the time of his temporal crucifixion under Pontius Pilate to 
the present time: and they have thus incontestably shown themselves to be 
that Anti-Christ which should appear. But the desolation of the church 
must have an end; the autocracy of the civil power in the affairs of those 
who are Christ's must be swept away, and the Sanctuary be cleansed. The 
re-establishment of God's people after the seventy years’ captivity, and 
iheir subsequent scattering were, together, to last 2300 years. In. the 
year B.C. 457, they were re-established by Artaxerxes under Messiah as 
sole Leader; and their scattering will consequently be accomplished A.D. 
1843,” ® 


6. Enns 1290 Years Wira. 2300 In 1843.—The "seven 
times" of the Gentiles, or 2520 years, Addis dates from 680 B.c. to 
A.D. 1840." And the vision of Daniel 11 he carries down through 


2 Ibid., p. 116 ff. 22 Ibid., p. 175. 55 Ibid., p. 320. 
а Ibid., p. 174. = Ibid. p. 176. 28 Tbid., pp. 4, 20. 
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Persia, Grecia, Rome, and the divisions," with the 1290 years of 
Daniel 12.dated from 553, and terminating with the 2300 years 
in 1843-44,” when also the Little Horn is broken without hand.” 
"The “fall of the Roman Church” in 1843 is repeatedly noted.” 
Thus he reasons: "This abomination will therefore be set up 
A.D. 553; and the 1290 years will begin from thence, and corise- 
quently expire, A.D. 1843.” While Addis ends the 1290 years 
with the 2300 in 1843, he begins the 1335 years with this latter 
time, and therefore extends this prophetic period * on CHER 
the millennium. 


7. FIFTH TRUMPET, SARACENS; бтн VIAL, OTTOMAN Dis- 
SOLUTION.—Addis begins the seven heads of the “dragon and 
‘sea beast,” with Babylon,” and places the church-woman in the 
wilderness from А.р. 553, with the Two Witnesses as the opposers 
of the “corrupt papacy.” " The fifth trumpet is the Saracenic 
conquest, with the "five months," or 150 years, dated from 786 
to 936.” The falling of a tenth part of the "city" and the pour- 
ing out of the vials in the French Revolution are noted.” The 
fifth. vial was poured out on the seat of the Papacy, and the sixth 
pertains to the "dissolution of the Ottoman Empire." ” 


8. Last Events ALL FocALIZED oN 1843. The climactic 
date of 1843 is presented by Addis in tabular form under the 
heading: “VII. The Era of the Seventh Trumpet, Seventh 
Thunder, Seventh Vial, Third Woe, Millennium, and general 
Judgment." * 

Here is placed the establishment of the mountain kingdom, 
` the second advent, the Beast committed to the burning flame, 
the Little Horn broken, the sanctuary cleansed, the commence- 
ment of the 1335 years, the great multitude coming out of 
tribulation, the time of judging the dead, the treading of the 
wine press, the deliverance of the church, the desolation of the 
Whore, the first resurrection. The second resurrection and the 


2 Ibid., pp. 4-1 s [bid., pp. 22,192. ©. — 55 Ibid., pp, 15, 193. 
28 Ibid., рр, 14, 4m, 179, 192, 320. зв Ibid. p. 21. 
2 Ibid., p. 22. Ibid., p. 5 ff. зт [bid 
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: destruction of the wicked come at the end of the thousand 


years.” While Addis does not connect the three angels’ messages 
of Revelation 14 with the prophetic organizations, as did some, 
he specifically ends the. witness of each message in 1843 as the 
consummation of the Reformation, and he ties the thrusting in 
of the sharp sickle to the “signal overthrow” of the Papacy.“ 
Such is the over-all picture presented by Addis. 


IH. Begg-— Shares Mason's and Cuninghame's Views 


JAMEs A. BEGG (1800-1868), Scottish writer on: prophecy 
and promulgator. of the seventh-day Sabbath, was born in 
Paisley. His father was a teacher and provided him a liberal ed- 
ucation. He was apprenticed to the printing trade, at which he 
worked for some time. Then he became a bookseller and 'sta- 
tioner in Glasgow. He was also "the publisher of a consider- 
able number of works on doctrinal, prophetical, and other 
Bible subjects," a persevering student, even to his old age. He 
excelled in the literary use of the English tongue, and rose to a 
recognized place among the prophetic authors of his time." 

Well known in his field, Begg was conspicuous in his love 
` for the Bible and for historical and Scriptural research. While 

especially fond of the prophecies, he also lectured on geology, 
- creation, and the Flood. In his earlier life he was an adherent 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland. But he came 
to differ from that church on the question of the prophecies. 
The second premillennial coming of Christ gripped his heart, 
and in 1829 he published 4 Connected View of Some of the 
Scriptural Evidence of the Redeemer's Speedy Personal Return. 
In 1831 he published The Scriptural Argument for the Coming : 
of the Lord, Letters to a Minister of the Gospel, on his and other 
Interpretations of our Saviours Predictions of His Return, 
and Christ's Speedy Return in Glory. In 1832 he wrote a pam- 
phlet, True Cause of Prevalence of Pestilence, and in 1835 he 


89 Ibid. Ibid., pp. 406-412, 

41 William Fulton, “James A. Begg, $ Memorial Discourse,” prefixed to Summary of 
Doctrines Taught in Christian Meeting e, . . » Glasgow, by the Late James A. Begg; 
see The Sabbath Recorder, May 13 and 2° 1869 (vol. 25, nos. 20, 21), pp. 77, 85. 
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published. Extracts on Prophecy, Chiefly the Approaching Ad- 
vent and Kingdom of Christ. In this he quotes from thirty 
prominent expositors. 

Begg was very clear and explicit on the Little Horn as being 
the papal Antichrist and the Babylon of the prophecies upon : 
whom tremendous judgments were due. Toward the end of his: 
life, however, he drifted into the Futurist view of an individual 
antichrist yet to come. In common with most British exposi- 
tors, he stressed the literal restoration of Israel. He also looked 
forward to the overthrow of Turkey. Among the signs of the 
approaching end he included spiritism. William Anderson, of. 
Glasgow, spoke highly of Begg's proclamation of "the truth of 
the kingdom” in western Scotland.” 

His last book was titled 4n Examination of the ‚ Authority 
for a Change of the Weekly Sabbath at the Resurrection of 
Christ. (1850), which brought him prominently before the pub- 
lic. Beginning about 1832, soon after the publishing of his first 

. book on prophecy, Begg began the observance of the seventh-day 
Sabbath. · His espousal of the Sabbath and his personal ob- 
servance of it thereafter until his death; his contact with the 
Millerite Szgns of the Times in 1840, just after it was started; 
his offer of articles on the continuing obligation of the seventh- 
day Sabbath. which they declined; his first communications in 
the Seventh Day Baptist Sabbath Recorder of New York in May, 
1845;“ his articles on “The Original Sabbath Unchanged” in 
The Recorder, beginning November 18, 1845;“ his publication 
of An Examination of the Authority for a Change of the Weekly 
Sabbath; and his baptism in Glasgow, on July 7, 1853, by J. W. 
Morton, Seventh Day Baptist minister of Plainfield, New Jersey 

‘—all form part of a fascinating and unique story. 

This will be dealt with more fully in connection with the 
revival of the Sabbath at the time of the expanding Advent 


‘Movement in America from 1844 onward.” It appears that Begg 
42 William Anderson, An Apology for Millennial Doctrine, Part 1 (1830), p. 63, note. 
43 xo from J. A. Begg to Editor George B. Utter, The "Sabbath, Recorder, May 1, 1845 
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was convinced of the binding obligation of the seventh-day Sab- 
bath by the study of the Word itself, and not initially from con- 
tact with Seventh Day Baptists." 


1. REGRETS QUIBBLE OvER 2300 YxAns.—Begg's "earliest 
acquaintance with Unfulfilled Prophecy" “ was derived from 
Archibald Mason, his fellow countryman, to whose “occasional 
pulpit ministrations" “ he was indebted. His Connected View 
was a reply to а series of antagonistic articles in the Christian 
Instructor. He makes frequent allusions to Cuninghame's writ- 
ings, as well as those of Faber, Way, Drummond, Irving, and 
Keith. He extolls the study of prophecy, stressing its potential 
value to the Jews for determining the time of Messiah's first 
appearance and the protection of the early church from loss in 
the destruction of Jerusalem." | 

At the very outset Begg regrets Irving's unfortunate refer- 
ence to the Septuagint variation of 2400 instead of 2300. Begg 
indicates that the original Septuagint reads 2300 for determining 
the "mighty year of God's glory." Such quibbling attitudes, he 
says, throw "unnecessary doubt upon the certainty of the 'times' 
revealed," and he makes supporting reference to Cuninghame's 
clear evidences." : 

2. ANTICHRIST DESTROYED BEFORE SECOND ADVENT. eoe 
holds that Antichrist will be destroyed before the millennium"— 
destroyed by the brightness of Christ's second coming according ` 
to Paul. In Daniel 7, after the four empires, the ten nations 
into which Rome was divided appear, the period of the Little 
Horn, or “Papal Antichrist,” is followed by the destruction of 
the Beast with the horns.” | 

3. OTHER SYMBOLS or DEsTRUCTION FoR PAPAcv.—The 
same destruction is visited by the angel with the seven vials, 
under the sixth of which the Turkish Empire is dried up, and by 
the last of which Antichrist is destroyed as well.“ Begg also 


47 In this conclusion Corliss F. Randolph, president of the Seventh Day Baptist Historical 
Society, concurs, as in his letter to the writer dated ‘ ‘Maplewood, N.J., Feb. 11, 1935.” 
€ James А. Begg, Connected View (1830 ed.), pp. ix, 142 
49 Ibid., pp. уіп, xiii, 36, 79, 87, 141. 
50 Jbid., pp. 18, 19. 5L Ibid., p. 18, п 53 Ibid., pp. 148, 149, 190 
Е 82 Ibid., bp. 143, 191. 5 Ibid., pp. 150, 243. 
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places the angel of Revelation 14:6, 7, with the "hour of God's 
judgments," just before the destruction of mystic Babylon." And 
with this he lists the final overthrow by the ten horns which have 
power one hour with the Beast.” 


4. PRoGRESSIVE OUTLINE OF DANIEL 7.— The first resurrec- 
tion, Begg avers, introduces the thousand years. ‘The prophetic 
outline back of the millennium is thus described: 

“The seventh chapter [of Daniel} contains, as we have seen in speaking 
of the destruction of Antichrist, a prediction of four great empires which 
should exist from the beginning of the captivity till the Millennium. . From 
three of these, viz. the Babylonish, the Persian, and the Grecian, the ex- 
tensive dominion has long since passed away; апа as it was predicted of 
the fourth or Roman empire, that ‘the ten horns out of this kingdom 
are ten kings that shall arise,’ so was it divided into ten kingdoms, forming 
the present European dynasties, in which state it has continued many cen- 
- turies. The rise of Antichrist was predicted, as a little horn growing up 
among these horns or kingdoms; on account of whose blasphemies, thrones 


of judgment for his destruction are represented as being at length set by 
the Ancient. of Days." * 


5. STANDARD OUTLINE OF DANIEL 2.—In Daniel 2, "the 
same four monarchies are represented as the various parts of one 
great image, the Roman empire forming the legs and feet, and 
its subdivision into the present European kingdoms being here 
witnessed in the ten toes." ^ The mingling of the iron and clay 
is "by royal intermarriages.” Then Begg concludes: 

| "But the whole shall be. broken to pieces when Christ shall come in 
the clouds of heaven for the establishment of that Kingdom which ‘shall 
not be left to other people. " * 

This synchronizes with the sounding of the seventh angel, 
when the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and when the downfall of Babylon is 
announced by the heavenly shout of triumph.” 

6. BRrTAIN ONE OF THE TEN Horns ann Tors.— Britain, 
Begg asserts, “forms one of the kingdoms symbolized by ‘the 
ten horns’ of the fourth beast, or Roman empire,” of Daniel 7,” 

55 Ibid., р. 152. 57 Ibid., pp. 190, 191. % Ibid., p. 193. 
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which beast is to be given to the burning flame. It forms "one 
also of the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar's great image, which was 
"broken to pieces together. "" And Britain, he adds, is one of 
the ten kings of Revelation 17: “Thus is Britain included in the 
destruction whicli shall overtake the ungodly nations." * 

7. Turkey’s OVERTHROW IN DANIEL 11.—Not only does 
Turkey constitute the special objective of the sixth vial," but 
Begg brings it in Daniel 11 thus: 


"Daniel, in predicting the final overthrow of the Ottoman power 
(this application being generally admitted, we stop not to notice the 
grounds on which it is made,) foretold that ‘tidings out of the East and 
-out of the North shall trouble him. Dan. xi44." % 


IV. Hooper—2300 Ends in 1847; Angelic Messenger Flying | 


The persistent and even predominant interest in the 2300 ` 
years is attested again by the next two expositors—both rectors 
in the Church of England. The first is Jonn Hooper, curate of 
Westbury, Wilts, and then rector of Albury, in Surrey.” He was 
author of a number of works on prophecy and the advent. In 
1829 he wrote The Doctrine of the Second Advent, an address 
to the members of the Church of England. Then followed The 
Present Crisis, while he was still at Westbury. Equally stressing 
the imminent advent, both treatises had texts on the title pages 
on understanding the times, the imperativeness' of prophecy, 
the nearness of the kingdom of God, and the soon-coming ad- 
vent. In 1844 he wrote A Word in Season; then Apocalypsis; ` 
or, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, and The Kingdom of God 
in 1846, The Advent in 1847, as well as lesser items. ` . 

1. STANDARD POSITION ом DANIEL’S OurLINES.— Hooper 
presents a terse but clear outline of the empires of the great 
metallic image of Daniel 2, the feet and toes of the Western 
Roman Empire, “waiting the fall of that stone, which shall grind 
` it to powder." " Then follows the impressive paralleling proph- 
есу of Daniel 7, with the Little Horn as "none other than the _ 


82 Ibid. ê: Ibid., p. 243. 95 Ibid., p. 246 (italics his). 
вз Ibid., 272 232, 233. . ве Further biographical data unavailable. 
вт John Hooper, The Doctrine of the Second Advent, pp. 9, 10. 
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Pope or Antichrist.” * Attention is given to the message of Reve- 

lation 14, calling out the chosen ones from the "church of 
Rome, 'the mother of harlots and abominations of the whole 
earth. "" The 1260 years are dated from 533 to. 1793, when 
‘the judgment upon the Papacy began. The 1290 years extend 
to 1823, and the 1335 years continue to 1868.” 


2. DATES 2300 Years From 453 в.с. TO A.D. 1847 — Hooper 
places the finishing of the mystery of God and the full establish- 
ment of His kingdom at the end of the 1335 years.” But his 
main argument concerns Daniel 8:14 and the ending of the 

- “2800 days or years." Hooper refers to the diversity of dates 
for the terminal point, owing to the difficulty in determining 
its commencement. The seventy weeks, he continues, "clearly 
specify some great public transaction, from which we are to 

` commence dating"——the command to restore and rebuild Jeru- 
salem.” This he dates from the complete re-establishment of 

the daily sacrifice, which was effected in the time of Ezra, and, . 

according to Horne, in 453 s.c.” This ends the period in 1847, 

with its climactic events: 

“If we date, then, from this epoch, it will bring us to the year of our 
Lord 1847: ‘Then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.’ B.C. 453, + A.D. 1847 = 
2300. Now this cleansing of the sanctuary must include the seventh or 
last vial, which brings the great and terrible day of the Lord, when he 


shall come with his holy ones to take vengeance on the wicked adversary, 
who perishes at the battle of Armageddon." * | 


3. Міснту Events. MARK ‘INTERVENING 'ТїмЕ.—1# the 
foregoing calculation be correct, Hooper continues, “in about 
18 years from the present time, (1829), the sanctuary or Jerusa- 
lem will be cleansed.” And during the intervening period 
“mighty events’ would occur—the drying up, or gradual con- 
sumption, of the Turkish power, the restoration of the lost tribes 

of Israel, and the total destruction of Babylon the great, cul- 
minating in “the coming of our Lord with all his saints.” " Thus 
he concludes: 

85 Ibid., рр; 10, 11. 71 Ibid., p. 36: м Ibid. 
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“The glorious manifestation, therefore, of the Son of Man cannot be 
far distant! and the awful judgments, which are invariably spoken of 
throughout the Prophets, as preceding his пл. be daily, yea, 
hontly expected.” 7 

4. SIGNS OF IMMINENT END INCLUDE TuRKEY.— Listing next 
the prophetic signs of Matthew 24—the gospel to all nations, 
famines, pestilences, earthquakes, distress of nations, and over- 
turning of governments—Hooper asserts that these "began to 
take place at the French Revolution." ‘Then the luminaries of 
the political heavens of the Roman earth were eclipsed. The 
"entire overthrow of the ten kingdoms," he believes to. be at 
. hand.” He thinks this will be the last sign before the appear- 
ance of Christ. The seven vials, he holds, are in process of being 
poured out, with the fulfilling of the sixth involving the "grad- 
ual exhaustion" of the Turkish Empire. 

5. HARBINGERS OF THE SECOND ADVENT.—Hooper’s second 
treatise, The Preserit Crisis, begins by commenting on the gen- 
eral conviction that humanity had arrived at some great crisis 
hour of history. ‘The Bible presents its character, and sets forth 
present conditions as a sign of the "speedy and glorious appear- 
ing of the Son of Man," involving "the restoration of the Jews 
the destruction of antichrist and the resurrection of the saints." ” 

Hooper purposes to show the "striking correspondence" 
between the prophetic declarations and the "present times." * 
He lists the preaching of the gospel to all nations, the abounding 
of i iniquity, the degenerate state of the church, the scoffers at- the 
advent, the distress of nations, the churches being admonished 
of the near approach of the Bridegroom, the ending of the 1260 
years, the sounding of the seventh trumpet, and the drying up 
of the mystic. Euphrates. These, he declares, are among the 
"harbingers of the glorious appearing of the Son of Man,—of 
the resurrection of his saints,—and of his millennial glory.” * 


6. РДЕ ДОМЕ УД. MISSIONS ADVANCE A SIGN. — Hooper cites 
Е thie ‘unparalleled spread of the gospel to the world—how more 


7 Ibid., p. 38. > noc c8 [bid.p.4. 7 
18 Ibid. P: 38, 39. І 8 Ibid., р. 4, 5. 
7? John Hooper, The Present Crisis, p. 3. ` 
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had been accomplished in the last thirty-five years than through- 
out the previous Christian Era." The light thrown upon the 
prophetic word is then stressed, as "many run to and fro, and 
knowledge is increased." Never since the first advent has the 
prophetic Word been “so much studied." ® He adds: 


“‘The Revelation of Jesus Christ; contained in the Apocalypse, 
shewing the coming of the Just One, with all his saints, to the destruction 
of the apostate nations, is now made so plain to the church, that none 
can, or, at least, ought to be ignorant of it." * 

“The opening, then, and unfolding of the prophetic word, is another. 
convincing proof that we are arrived at the end of the age; the unsealing 
of prophecy, and the revelation of the ‘mystery of God,’ being reserved unto 
the time of the end, Dan. xii.9; Rev. x.7.” = 


7. THE FLYING ANGEL IN FULFILLMENT.—Of the admonish- 
ing of the church he says: 


"The ministers of Jehovah have proclaimed, 'Behold the Bridegroom 
cometh!’ and as certainly as the cry has been made, so certainly will the 
Bridegroom come." * 


Not until the "great political earthquake" of 1792 was the 
church “aroused from her slumbers,” when she began earnestly 
to fulfill His lóng-neglected command.” ‘Then follow these 
remarkable statements: 


“Who cannot perceive in all this the fulfilment of the apocalyptic 
vision,—'the angel flying through the midst of heaven, having the ever- ` 
lasting gospel to preach to them that dwell upon the earth, and to. every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people? Rev. xiv.6. And what fol- 
lows? Another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen! A third calls upon 
the nations to separate from her fornications,—the Son of man is seen 
sitting on a white cloud, —the harvest of earth is reaped.” = 


“The fact of the wide, rapid, and almost universal spread of the gospel, 
is one of the signs of the present times, which is ‘a witness to the nations’ 
of the approaching downfall of Babylon, and of the glorious coming of the 
Son of man. Reader, hast thou embraced the great salvation revealed in 
the gospel? If not, delay no longer to seek this one thing needful; rest 
not till thou hast found peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,— 

. till this gospel, which is travelling over the world as the messenger of е 
prove the power BEI God to the salvation of thy soul.” ? 


82 Ibid., р. 5. 85 Ibid., p. 18. ` 88 Ibid., p. 6. 
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In former times the church was looking for the advent, but 
because of the "apparent delay," it had "fallen asleep.” But 
during this "night of sleep," Hooper says, “the church has been ` 
aroused by an alarm of the Bridegroom's approach." ™ 


8. 1260 Years (533-1792) Hap EwpED.—Hooper empha- 
„sizes the "expiration of the 1260 prophetic days or years," dur- 
ing which the saints of the Most High had been given into the 
hands of the Papacy, the holy city trodden underfoot, the wit- 
nesses prophesied in sackcloth, and the church preserved in the 
wilderness. This is his comment: 

“The events of 1792, marked the termination of this period; then the 
people of God were delivered from the persecuting power of the papacy; 
popery received its mortal wound, and could no longer trample the servants 
of the Redeemer under foot; the slaying of the witnesses, (viz. the Old and 
New Testament) under the infidel ascendancy—their subsequent resur- 
rection—their ascent to heaven, or the patronage they received from kingly . 


power, proved that they had completed the number of their days, in which 
they were to prophecy in sackcloth, Rev. xi.7-12." * 


This is further confirmed, he continues, by the earthquake 
which took place in the same hour “when the tenth part of the 
papal city (viz. France) fell." * 


9. 1290. Years ENDED; 1335 Soon Expirinc.—The vials, һе. 
believes, began to be poured out in 1792, as with the ending of 
the 1260 years “time should be no longer.” Soin the thirty-seven 
years since 1792; the 1290 years had expired, and entry had been 
made into the 1335 years. So he concludes that they are living 
"beyond.the 1260 years.” Thus he holds that the seventh 
trump began to sound in 1792," and during its sounding "the 
first resurrection is to take place, and the bodies of the living 
saints are to be changed." * "Then he bursts forth: 

“Oh! what a glorious sight will the manifestation’ of the sons of 
God be! each made like unto Christ's glorified body, shining with united 


and eternal splendour, like the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars , 
forever and ever." ?* 


во Ibid., p. 19. 9? Ibid., p. 20. - ` 94 Ibid., p. 23. 
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10. EXHAUSTION or ‘TURKEY FOLLOWED By BABYLON'S FALL. 
—He says in conclusion, "The drying up, therefore, of the 
mystic River Euphrates, by which is signified, the exhaustion 
of the power and strength of the Turkish Empire, will lead to 
the destruction of Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and 
abominations of the earth." " 

Hoopers work on the Apocalypse simply reiterates the 
positions of his previous books—the imminence of the advent, 
the important place occupied by the 2300 years in determining. 
the time, and by the 2300 years and the 70 weeks for the Jews 
beginning together 1 in 453 в.с., and the longer period ending in 
1847.* 


11. New PnorHETIC ERA ВесАМ IN 1793.—His final trac- 
tate, The Advent (1847), stresses the phenomenal opening of 
the prophetic word “from the time of that great prophetic era, 
1793." As truly as the “political earthquake" of the French 
Revolution shook the world, so have the people of God been 
awakened, as by a voice from heaven, “declaring the coming 
morning.” A ray of light “gleamed along the prophetic hori- 
zon,” and men betook themselves to the study of prophecy, 
“declaring that a new era had arrived,” the advent was soon 
expected, when the dead in Christ must be raised." The pro- 
phetic basis for the nearness of the advent is stressed —the 1260 · 
years "clearly terminated in 1793,” with the commencement of 
the "season of the Redeemer's advent." 


12. CLEANSING OF SANCTUARY ALREADY BEGuN.— Moreover, 
Hooper adds, the great prophetic number of 2300 years, to close 
with the cleansing of the sanctuary, or Christian church, "termi- _ 
nates as clearly at the period in which we are nowliving" And 
he adds, “Who shall venture to say that that cleansing has not 
already commenced?" ”. He dates all these signs of the last days 
from 1793 onward,™ believing mankind had entered the last 
“generation.” Then he adds: 

эт Ibid., p. 19 Ibid., p. 2 ма Ibid., p. 25. 
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“If the interpretation, therefore, which has been given of these signs 
be correct—if. they really began to appear A.D. 1798—the coming of the 
Lord must be near indeed; for, according to this view of the prophecy, the 
present generation which has witnessed these signs will not pass away till 
the Son of Man be come." *% 


V. Pym—70 Weeks Begin the 2300 Years (453-1847) 


The second at this time-to stress the same 2300-year proph- 
ecy is WILLIAM W. Pym (1792-1852), who was educated at St. 
Johns, Cambridge, and received a B.A. in 1813 and an M.A. in 
1816. From 1816 until his death he was vicar of Willian, Herts.” 
He wrote several small works, occupying a column in the British 
Museum catalogue. Their scope is evident from the titles: 
Thoughts on Millenarianism (1829), Inquiry Concerning Spir- 
itual Gifts (1832), and A Word of Warning in the Last Days 
(1835), which had two American editions, in 1837 and 1839. 
Then came The Restitution of all Things (1843), The Doctrine 
of the New Testament on the Time of the Second Advent 
(1843), The Judgment and Kingdom of Christ (1843), and 
Watch: a Call to Every Man (1848). He wrote the Introduction 
to Good Things to Come, the 1847 collection of Bloomsbury 
lectures by twelve clergymen. Finally, in 1851, he wrote The 
City of Confusion to be Contrasted with the Heavenly Zion. 

Pym affords an interesting example of progressive change 
in prophetic interpretation. According to the Preface of his 
Word of Warning, he reached a time, several years prior, “when 
it pleased God to incline mine heart to receive these doctrines." 
Then, in 1829, he felt constrained to send forth his Thoughts on 
Millenarianism to help “warn the world" of the "speedy appear- 
ing" of Christ. But at that time his emphasis was upon the 1335- 
year time prophecy, which he then thought would terminate in 
1867. But by 1835 his mind had been directed to the 2300 
years, as beginning synchronously with the seventy weeks and 
terminating in 1847, by which time he expected the advent. 


102 Ibid. 
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Boase, Modern English Biography, vol. 6, Supp. 3, cols. 440, 441. 
ot Two replies appeared in 1836. 


SABBATARIAN NOTE SOUNDED `. 571 


Pym's Word of Warning was one of the British works publicized 
in the earliest issues of the American Millerite Signs of the 
Times, іп 1840.* 

1. LirrLe Horn, Papacy; 1260 Years, 533-1793.—In his 
treatise on the millennium, which brings into small compass 
pertinent extracts from the Fathers, Pym taught the standard 
positions on Daniel 2 and 7. he little horn of chapter 7 is the 
Papacy, to be destroyed by the brightness of Christ’s second 
advent. According to his reckoning the 1260 years date from 
Justinian’s imperial edict in 533, and thus reach to 1793 and 
the French Revolution, which gave the Papacy a blow from 
which it had not then recovered.” 


2. 1335 YEARS EXTENDED SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS BEYOND.— 
- Pym then deals with the three prophetic time periods of Daniel 
12—-each based on the year-day principle. Beginning the three 
numbers synchronously, he extends the 1290 and 1335 years 
thirty and seventy-five years, respectively, beyond the terminus 
of the 1260 years іп 1793—thus ending the 1335 in 1867." Re- 
ferring to entirely different calculations by others, he says, “The 
predicted events, which are to take place as the ushering in of 
the Millennium, are nearer than is commonly supposed, and 
that in very deed the Coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” ™ Не 
then tabulates a prophetic "time" as a year, a prophetic "day" 
as fulfilled in a natural year, a prophetic "year" of twelve pro- 
phetic months as twelve prophetic months of thirty prophetic 
days"——therefore a prophetic year stands for 360 natural years. 

3. Discovers ONE Key DATE For SECOND ApvENT.—His 
Word of Warning, with three scriptures on the advent appearing 
on the title page, was widely quoted in both Britain and Amer- 
ica. In the Preface he states that for twenty years (or beginning 
in 1815) he had been connected with the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. But since he had accepted the doctrine of the 
second advent ——which in no way diminished his activities in the 


105 Signs of the Times (Boston), December 15, 1840 is 1, no. 18), p. 146. 
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British and Foreign Bible Society —he felt it to be his duty to 
warn the world by the preaching of the “everlasting gospel" con- 
cerning the speedy appearing of Christ. 

He frankly states that his "views respecting the Scripture 
dates were not so clear, at the time of writing the former work, 
as they now аге.” ™ That which clarified it all was the new 
ünderstanding of Daniel 8 in the light of Daniel 9. Here he 
found the key date that would unlock or govern the advent. For 
this he is indebted to another who wished his name withheld. 


“One date may be ascertained correctly; and by means of this one 
correct date we are enabled to ascertain the year, in which the restoration 
of the seed of Abraham shall be accomplished; and by that the time, : 
before which the Second Advent of the Lord must have taken place." ?* 


4. SEVENTY WEEKs BEGIN SYNCHRONOUSLY WITH 2300.— 
The persecuting horn of chapter 8 is so similar to the Roman, ` 
or papal, Little Horn of chapter 7 that he isled "to connect them 
both in time and character." Gabriel is sent to Daniel in chapter 
9, verse 23, to explain the mysterious time vision of chapter 8. 
The seventy weeks, or 490 years, were to be separated from the 
2300, thus: | 


“То enable Daniel to understand the vision, he is told first to separate 
seventy weeks, or 490 days, as a portion of the 2300 days of the preceding 
chapter, ‘determined on his people,’ during which time the Jews should. 
remain in possession of the favour of God, after their return from Baby- 
lon. He then tells him what would be done for the Jewish people during 
these seventy weeks, or 490 days: the sum of which is to seal up the vision ` 
and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy, ver. 24.” =? 


And from the fact that the angel made known the dating of 
the seventy weeks from the "commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem," Pym concludes: 


“The seventy weeks commencing with the giving forth of this com- 
mandment, the 2300 days of the vision in the preceding chapter commence 
also at the same time. For it is to be remembered that what is here stated 
is avowedly an explanation of a preceding vision." ™ 


шо William W. P , Word of Warning in the Last Days (1839 American ed.), pp. vi, vii. 
E Ibid: p. 24 (1837 American ed.). 
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5. OVERSPREADING ABOMINATIONS FOLLOW SEVENTY 
WEEKS.—Pym then discusses the component divisions of the 
seventy weeks—seven weeks (or forty-nine years), for the re- 
building of Jerusalem; and before the close of the next sixty-two 
"weeks (or 434 years) Messiah would have come; with the last 
week. (of seven years) characterized by the cutting off of Messiah 
"some time in that week," along with the cessation. of the sacri- 
fices pointing forward to the Messiah. Then comes: this im- 
pressive statement: | : 

“Then, by the overspreading of abominations the sanctuary is again 
made desolate, until the consummation of the remainder of the 2300 days, 


when that determined shall be poured upon the desolator D 27], and 
' he shall then be broken without hand. (vii.25.)" ™ 


6. 2300 Cannor Br LrrERAL Days.—He next buttresses the 
principle that in these numbers days must be "put for years,” 
citing Ezekiel 4. He observes that as literal days do not agree ` 
with the demands of the seventy weeks, neither will they н Ше 
2300, for this reason: 


*For the first events of that vision, which consist only of the fightings 
between the Ram and the Goat, occupy five reigns of the kings of Persia, 
down to Alexander, king of Grecia: a périod much too long to be included 
in 2300 days. It is moreover declared that the events of this vision should 
continue until the cleansing of the sanctuary [viii.14.], which is declared 
to be the last end of the indignation [viii.17. 19.] -But as the Jews are still 
scattered over the earth, and their city and temple are not yet rebuilt, we 
know that the last end of the indignation is not yet come; and therefore that 
the 2300 days or years are not yet fulfilled. The time of fulfilment is evi- 
dently that time spoken of in all the prophets, when God will cleanse both 
his people and his sanctuary." 2% 


7. COMMENCEMENT FIXED BY MIDWEEK CRUCIFIXION.— Fo 
determine the common commencement, Pym says: · 


“But these numbers in both chapters of Daniel being thus proved by 
internal evidence to be years, and both having the same commencement, as 
being one vision, it remains to fix, by internal evidence also what was 
this commencement. For as there were manifestly three commandments by 
Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes [Ezra vi.4], so we cannot, by external evi- 
dence, ascertain which of these commandments is the one to which the 
seventy weeks apply." "* | 


114 bid., p. 25. | n5 Ibid. ` 116 [bid., pp. 25, 26. 
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The "fixed point" by which to determine the correct date is 
"the cutting off of Messiah in the midst of the last week." ™ 


8. SEVENTIETH WEEK DATED A.D. 30 ro 37.— Taking the 
position that Christ began preaching when He was thirty years 
of age, and preached three and a half years; and the disciples 
preached to the Jews for three and a half years more, he dates 
the seventieth week thus: 


“The covenant therefore is the Gospel covenant, and the last week 
of the seventy are those seven years which began when Christ was thirty 
years old, and finished A.D. 87, at the conversion of Cornelius. Sixty- 
nine weeks, or 483 years, have therefore to be reckoned back from the 
30th year of Christ for the commencement of the seventy weeks, which 
deducting 30 from 483, makes before Christ 453; or, which is the saine AE 
490 years, і.е. 70 weeks from A.D. 87." »* ' 


. 9. 2300 Years From 453 то 1847. Coming now to the 
vital relationship between the seventy weeks and the terminus 
of the 2300 years and the event involved, he says: 


"But if the seventy weeks begin 453 years before the incarnation of 
Christ, the 2300 beginning at the same time, we ascertain their termination 
merely by deducting the years before the incarnation: which leaves A.D. 
1847 as the time when the sanctuary shall be deansed, and the vision 
be accomplished: the last end of the indignation. : 

“And -this last end shall be the consequence of the second coming 
of Christ, as we have already seen; therefore before the end, ie. A.D. 
1847, Christ shall have come." ™ 


10. SEconD ApvENT ExPECTED By 1847. —While the day and 
hour is not made known, writes Pym, the completion of thé work 
Christ came to do "is declared in these numbers," which lead to 
the time of trouble, the first resurrection, the scattering of the 
holy people, and the breaking of the last kingdom by the "stone 
cut out without hand,’ as stated in Daniel 2.“ Then comes this 
clear-cut conclusion: 

"From the data, furnished entirely by this prophecy, we have ascer- 
tained, That the year of our Lord 1847 is the time appointed by Jehovah 
for the restoration and re-establishment of the seed of Abraham in the 


land, which he sware unto their fathers. From various passages of holy ' 
writ the next advent of the Lord must precede that restoration: from 


11 Thid., p. 26. ne Ibid. 
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which it follows, That the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ must 
have taken place before the year 1847. "This is a calculation which a 
child may comprehend: it rests upon no uncertainty of human speculations, 
or upon corrupted or doubtful chronology, but upon one scriptural date 
connected with our own reckoning of time.” ™ 


Pym closes chapter 3 with an appeal to the Christian church 
to be "warned of their Lord's approach, ‘lest coming suddenly 
he find them sleeping. ” ™ Chapter 4 summarizes the various 
prophecies concerning Christ's first advent, showing how they 
were all fulfilled in the first advent. His conclusion and sum- 
mation come in chapter 6. Appealing to the reader to allow . 
these arguments to have their due weight, he reminds him that 
this is "present truth”: 

“Thai the coming of our Lord draws nigh; and so nigh, that before 
the year 1847, the Scripture leads us to conclude, it will have taken place. 
We speak not оѓ. (ће day or hour of that event; but, this we say, that by 
one unquestioned and unquestionable part of the chronology of the Bible; 
which has been placed beyond the power of man to corrupt, or in any way 
alter, (see Chap. III.) we are taught the time, when one predicted event 
shall occur, which event, the same Scriptures teach us, shall take place after 
the Lord be come," ™ 

11. CONNECTS RETURN or Jews WirH 1847.—Pym con- 

nects the standing up of Michael with the cleansing of the 
sanctuary from its pollutions, for the "seed of Abraham" shall be 
"restored to their own land." This, he reiterates — 
"will take place in 1810 years from the end of the seventy weeks, or from 
three years and a half after Messiah shall have been cut off, in other words, 
from A.D. 37: for 1810, added to 490, i.e. to 70 weeks of years, equals 2300; 
and 1810 years from the year of our Lord 37 brings us to A.D. 1847.” ™ 

He deliberately refrains from stressing those aspects of 
"millenarian" doctrine “at which the finger of scorn is pointed" 
—the personal reign, the descent of the New Jerusalem, the 
many mansions, and even the doctrine of the new heaven and 
new earth—but stresses the one point “that the national conver- 
sion of Israel and Judah are to be brought about only by the 
appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.” ™ 


121 Ibid., p. 27. 123 Ibid., рр. 38,39. . 15 Ibid., p. 40. 
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12; RETURN OF LORD EXPECTED WITHIN TWELVE YEARS.— 
Referring to "much opposition, both from without and from 
within,” Pym makes this appeal: 

“That the return of the Lord Jesus Christ to our earth, whenever it 
- take place, shall have for one of its objects to judge the world, every be- 
liever in the Bible will confess. If then we have the slightest reason to 
suspect, that this judgment may take place before twelve short years have 
completed their course [1835-47], ‘what manner of persons ought we to 
be in all holy conversation and godliness?’ (2 Pet. iii.11. But what manner 

of persons are we? That is the important question. Are we living as 
if we believed so awful an event to be at hand?" '% | : 

13. Seven Times oF GENTILES (673 B.C.-A.D. 1847).— 
Finally, with an allusion to Habershon’s and Cuninghame’s 
works, Pym speaks of the "seven times," or 2520 years of Leviti- 
cus 26, as embracing the 2300 and having the same termination. 

“In other words, the judgments threatened by Moses, which should last 

during .the seven times, or 2520 years; and the judgments revealed to 
Daniel, which should come to an end by the cleansing of the sanctuary after 
2300 years, must have one and the same termination. The 2300 years being 
a portion of the greater number 2520. It has been already stated, and 
that statement was drawn from the vision, and explanation of the vision 
given to Daniel by Gabriel, that, according to the vulgar computation, the 
period of 2300 years will expire in A.D. 1847." '* 

In his search for the beginning of the 2520 years Pym notes 
the dates of Horne, Usher, Calmet, Prideaux, Hales, Cuning- 
hame, and Bell, which all come within the space of four years. 
Taking Hales’ 673 в.с. date, he concludes: "For 1847 + 673 = 
2520 years, or 7 times." " ‘To Pym it appeared as "clear as if 
written with a sun-beam," that the 2300 and 2520 years end 
together with the expiration of the "times of the Gentiles." '^ . 

. He declares himself “much strengthened" by reading Cuning- | 
hame's strictures on the Irving and Frere fallacious scheme of 
Prophetic Arrangement. ; 

14. INcLINES To 2300 Years From 457 B.c. TO A.D. 1848.— 
Pym is impressed by the argument that would begin the 2300 
years in 457 в.с., and end them in 1843— four years earlier than 


126 Tbid., PP, Fu 41. - 18 Ibid. 
т Ibid., 129 Ibid., p. 49. 
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1847. То this he was now leaning, as we lose sight of him.. 


“Now, should it turn out to be as I have now supposed, that the 
2300 years end at the complete cleansing of the sanctuary, in the day of 
Armageddon, I am not aware of any more probable era, which can be 
selected, for their commencement, than that which has been chosen by some 
recent writers, who suppose this period to have begun at the same time with 
the seventy weeks of Daniel, or in (ће year B.C. 457, and, consequently, 
that it will terminate in the year 1843.” '? 


VI. Aliwood—Apocalyptic Beast Is Papal Rome 


There is nothing new presented by Рнпир ALLwoop (1769: 
1838), lecturer and author. He was educated at St. Paul's and 
‘Harwich, and then at Magdalen College, Cambridge, from 
which he received a B.A. in 1791, an M.A. in 1794, and a B.D. 
іп 1802." He was author of Twelve Lectures on the Prophecies 
Relating to the Christian Church, and especially to the Apostasy 
of Papal Rome (1815). Не also wrote A Key to the Revelation 
of St. John, the Divine (1829), bearing the text “Blessed is he 
that readeth . . . for.the time. is at hand.” 

1. jones? S BEAST SAME AS DANIEL'S LITTLE Horn.— Follow- 
ing the general interpretations of the time; Allwood believed 
the ten horns of the beast of Revelation 13 to be the ten king- 
doms “which were to spring up within the limits of the Western 
Empire, after the division of the whole Empire into two parts 
in the year 365." * The seven heads are the seven forms of 

` Roman government, and the crowns on the horns "demonstrate 
that these ten kingdoms were so many absolute and independent 
sovereignties. ” After the wounding of the imperial beast, it 
was succeeded by that “spiritual dominion which is denominated 
_ the ‘Little Horn’ by Daniel, and ‘the Beast of the Earth’ by St. 
. John.” It isnone other than "the Віѕнор of Rome, that spiritual 

tyrant, who, in the year 606, was placed supreme over the Church 
of God, into whose hands, 'the saints of the Mosr HicH' " were 
then given." 

E. Muss Cantabrigienses, part 2, vol. 1, р. 45; The Gentleman’s Magazine, June, 1838 
ID ELO Ahead d Key to the Revelation of. $t. John, the Divine, vol. 1, p. 571. 

15 Jbid. 
37 
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2. SECOND BEAST EMBRACES PRIESTLY ORDERS.—AÀs the first 
beast was the "temporal Roman Empire,” so he held that the two 
horns of the second, or ecclesiastic, beast represent the “regular 
and secular Orders in the Romish Church, which is the spiritual 
Empire here intended." '* 


135 Ibid., p. 599. . 


CHAPTER THIRTY 


Е Heralds 


Launch Prophetic Journal 


г The year 1830 opens with one hundred Protestant heralds. . 
of the advent in Catholic Ireland. By voice and pen they stress 
the prophecies in the same familiar vein as elsewhere—2300 
years and all. And prophetic conferences аге held. In Scotland, 
too, the testimony is given. Then Preterism joins Futurism to 
bring increasing challenge and attempted confusion to the His- 
torical School of interpretation. Of the answering responses, 
some are clear; others aré hazy. We turn first to Ireland. | 


I. Dublin Christian Herald Proclaims Advent Prophecies 


The launching of The Christian Herald in 1830, in the very 
heart of Roman Catholic Ireland, was quite a venture. Edited 
by Epwarp NEWENHAM Hoare (1802-1877); rector of St. Law- 
rence, Limerick, and minister of the Episcopal Chapel attached 
to the Blind Asylum, this Irish monthly started without sponsors, - 
capital, or subscribers. It was forthwith attacked by other 
magazines, but was aided by upwards of one hundred clergy- 
men of the Established Church. It was a venture of faith, and 
the result of a conviction that the church must be stirred and 
the truth of the second advent proclaimed.’ ~The opening 
editorial stresses the concurrence of conviction, both from the 
"prophetic numbers" and the "signs of the times," that the 


1 Biographical data lacking. EM 
2 The Christian Herald, vol. 1, Preface, pp. [iii], iv. 
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advent is near, even at the doors? (Title page reproduced on 
page 414.) : | 
After rehearsing the story of the advent hope of the early 
-church, and its loss throughout the Dark Ages, when "the 
abominations of ‘the mother of harlots' covered all Christer- 
dom," the Herald tells how gleams of advent and prophetic light 
. broke upon the Waldenses and Lollards, and finally burst forth 
in great fullness during the Reformation, after which it was 
brought into disrepute by fanatics. But now, once more, the 
doctrine of the premillennial advent of Christ has been revived, 
and is again suffering a renewed attack by Satan“ 


1. “К.Н.” InENTIFIES Time As PHILADELPHIA PrRIOD.—In 
volume 1, by means of a diagram, "R.H." identifies the seven 
periods of the Christian church as symbolized by the seven 
churches of Revelation 2 and 3; Ephesus is the apostolic age; - 
Smyrna, persecution under pagan Rome; Pergamos, temporal 
prosperity under Constantine; Thyatira, papal persecution 
of the martyrs in the Dark Ages; Sardis, the sixteenth-century 
Reformation; "Philadelphia, spiritual emphasis in the early: 
nineteenth ‘century; and Laodicea, the time of great declension 
prior to the second advent and the judgment of Antichrist. 
He thus identifies his own time as that of Philadelphia, апа 
believes that the advent is drawing near.’ 

After denying the spiritual concept of the resurrection 
as "but the step to a new life," the Herald sets forth a first literal 
resurrection of the saints "at the Second Advent of Christ, and 
the other not for a thousand years after." ° 


2. Divisions or ROME REFUSE то ApHERE.—In the July 
issue begins a detailed editorial exposition of Daniel 2, with the 
standard four empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and 
Rome.’ Much attention is given to the divided state of the feet, 
still existing and destined to “so continue, as we shall presently _ 
see, till the second advent.”* Broken up by the “hordes of . 

3 Ibid., January, 1830 (vol. 1, no. 1), p. 1. ` 78 Ibid., pp- o 830 о. 1, no. 5), p. 65. 


4 Ibid., 6, 7. 7 Ibid., 
5 Ibid., April, 1830 (vol. 1, no. 4), p. 56. 8 Ibid., 
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barbarians," the empire "at length came to be divided into TEN 
-kingdoms." There is stress of the fact that this is all in the 
"west of Europe; (exclusive of that part which the Romans 
conquered from the three preceding empires)." ° 

Despite the admixture of potter's clay and the "continual 
jealousies, the endless feuds, the bitter animosities, and the 
bloody and long protracted wars," there nevertheless was the 
strength of iron, as in the reigns of Charlemagne, Charles V, 
"and we may add, during the late reign of the usurper Bona- 
parte." ® But "these ten kingdoms could never again be made 
to. coalesce, or adhere together, so. as to torm one united and 
unbroken body.” 

“This has been attempted; efforts have been made to this end, and of 
late years especially, a great attempt was made for this purpose, when. 
Bonaparte established the French INDIVISIBLE empire, as it was called; but 
see how soon it was crushed to pieces." * 

The mingling of the seed of men was “the INTERMARRIAGES 
of the royal families of Europe into one another." ® . 


3. IDENTIFYING: Marks. or ` PAPAL LITTLE Horn NET 
August issue continues with Daniel 7. Again the standard his- 
torical interpretation appears, with great detail, such as the sea 
of nations, the strength and dignity of Babylon symbolized by 
.the king of beasts and the king of birds, the rough and savage 
bear of the empire of the Medes, with the Persians ascendant.” 
In the next number the nondescript fourth empire of Rome, 
and its ten divisions, continues—the plucking up of the Duchy 
of Rome, the Exarchate of Ravenna, and the kingdom of Lom- 
bardy, to make way for the pope and his successors. 
Thus did “Popedom become the eighth little horn of the 
.fourxth beast," with the pope wearing the triple crown of the 
three plucked up.“ The papal eyes of cunning are noted, and 
the “noisy and blustering” mouth thundering forth bulls and 
anathemas, excommunicating princes, absolving subjects, and 
‘boasting supremacy. The great words include the claim of 


bid. Й M bid. 
1 Jo (E 103. Ibid., August, 1830 (vol. 1, no. ru “к 117-120. 
м Ibid., September, 1830 (vol. 1, ae 9), p. 142. 
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infallibility and the assumption of divine attributes and titles. 
The special time period of 1260 years is noted." 


4. CONTINENTAL SOCIETY GIVING REVELATION 14 TO TEN 
Kincpoms.—Laudatory emphasis is given to the Continental 
Society, its purpose, needs, and accomplishments, in the light of 
German neology and French infidelity. Its field of operation 
is "Babylon; throughout the streets of which (i.e. the various 
kingdoms into which Christendom is divided)" its message is to 
be given. To these, the heralds of the society send the cry, 
"Come out of her my people." ‘This cry should “resound from 
hill to hill, throughout the nations of Europe; this is the warn- 
ing voice, which by the mouth of her heralds she would proclaim 
‘at the head of every street of the great city of Babylon." * These 
and similar societies are editorially regarded as "the fulfilment 
of the vision of the angel having the everlasting Gospel to 
preach, to all nations under heaven (Rev. xiv.6), so do we re- 
` gard the Continental Society as the voice which cried aloud, 
previous to the downfall of Babylon (Ch. xvin.4). " Here 
is a paragraph that gives the heart of it all: 

“Those kingdoms, which constitute the sphere of this society's opera- 
tions, are the ten horns of the fourth beast which Daniel saw; the ten 
toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image. Destruction, fearful, sudden and com- 
plete awaits them; the stone cut out without hands is ready to fall'upon 
them and to crush them to atoms; their doom is fixed, and soon shall they 
be made as ‘the chaff of the summer threshing floors;’—the deluge of fire is 
about to be poured upon them, and their place shall no more be found. 
Upon their ruins shall be established the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ; and then shall the transgressors be rooted out, and the meek shall 
inherit the earth." * 

5. CHARLOTTE ELizABETH's PROPHETIC PokM.— The Sep- 
tember issue closes with a prophetic poem by Charlotte Eliza- 
beth, then living in Ireland. The first twelve lines read: - 

| "When from scattered lands afar _ 
Speeds the voice of rumour'd war, 


Nations in tumultuous pride 
Heav'd like Ocean's roaring tide 


15 Ibid., pp. 143, 144. A Ibid; p. 155. 17 Ibid, 
18. 
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When the Solar splendours fail 
And the Crescent waxeth pale, 
And the pow'rs that starlike reign, 
Sink dishonour'd to the plain. 
World! do thou the signal dread; 
We exalt the drooping head 

We. uplift th' expectant eye, 

Our redemption draweth nigh.” '* 

The witness of this talented writer will be noted jd 

6. JUDGMENT PRECEDES ADVENT; 1260 Years BEGIN 533.— 
In the October number the exposition of Daniel 7 continues, 
with the judgment scene as the one that “precedes the second 
coming of Christ, which is described in verse 13, and therefore 
cannot be the last judgment which shall be conducted by Him, 
after that His coming again.” “The judgment here described 
precedes the millennium,” and it is “followed by the general 
judgment of all”? The 1260 years that mark “the duration 
of the power of the little horn" must be dated from some event. 
when "extraordinary power was given to the little horn." * 
Holding that both the grant of the Greek emperor Phocas, in 
606, and the grant of Pepin, in 755, came too late, the editor 
fixes upon the edict of Justinian in.533, as leading 1260 years 
later to the French Revolution in 1793.” The visit of Edward 
Irving from London to Dublin, and his lectures in large halls, 
are noted with approval,” and the Scottish J. A. Begg’s new 
book Christ's Return in Glory is favorably reviewed.” 

7. DicBy on PRopHETIC DATES AND PAPAL REVIVAL.— 
Volume 2, for 1831, begins by stressing the “awful doom" that 
awaits the horns of the fourth Beast; the “toes of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s image," and "the judgments about to crush them to ` 
dust.” * Drummond’s Dialogues on Prophecy is noted," as 
are also the travels of Joseph Wolff.” In July the testimonies 
of the early church Fathers on the millennium are given, with 
documentation. One writer, in August, prefers the 2400 of . 


19 Ibid., 

20 Ibid., i 1830 (vol. 1, no. 2.10). p. 

21 [bid., p. 159. : Ibid., no. 1831 (vol. 2, no. 13), p. 1. . 
22 Ти Бр. 160, 161. . ` E Ibid., 


23 Ibi 76. Ibid., March, 1831 (vol. 2, no. 15), p. 59. 
а 1044. ау 1831 (vol. 2, no. 39), pp. 162-167. 
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the Septuagint instead of 2300, for Daniel 8:14, апа dates the 
period from 553 в.с. to А.р. 1847, as the time of Mohammedan- 
ism’s triumph over the churches of the East.” 

William Digby, who had been present at the Powerscourt 
House meeting for the consideration of prophecy, dates the 
490 years from the decree of Artaxerxes Longimanus, and the 
1260 years from 533 to 1793, for the “masterpiece Popery.” " 
He remarks that the papal Jezebel, "when she has a new sort 
of lovers—the children of her former ones—to court, has painted 
her face to look like a blooming beauty of the XIXth century, 
and tired her head with the cap of liberty." * The times are 
evil and the people confused —except those who are "instructed 
by the prophets" from the great "calendar of prophecy," and 

who know the times will wax worse until the second advent." 

8. “Н.Е.” ом SIGNS or TIMES AND CHRISTENDOM AS "Crrv." 
—"H.F." presents a sketch, in tabulated form, of the signs of the 
"Last Days"—revolutions, commotion, wars, earthquakes, 
plagues, famines, increase of wickedness, decay of true religion, 
gradual wasting away of Turkey, increase of infidelity, anarchy, 
and popery, general circulation of the Scriptures (Rev. 24: 
6, 7), increased light on prophecy (Dan. 12:4, 9, 10), renewal 
of spiritual gifts, despoiling of the Catholic Church, and res- 
toration of the Jews.” The great city of Revelation 16 is the 
nations of Christendom, since "in the 11th chapter of the Revela- 
tion, the Revolution of France is designated as the falling of the 
tenth part of the city.” * і 

9. Two ORGANIZATIONS FOR STUDY OF PROPHECY.—Two 
unique organizations for the study of prophecy are then noted. 
The first is the Paisley (Scotland) Society for the Investigation 
of Prophecy, instituted in October, 1830,” with its "Regulations" 
for appointments, and its procedure." Paisley was where James 
A. Begg resided. The second is the Powerscourt House four- 
day meeting on prophecy in October, with three sessions daily, 


29 Ibid., August, 1831 (vol. 2, no. 20) pe 180, 181. 33 Tbid., pp. 275-279. 
зо Ibid., December, 1831 (vol. 2, no. 24), pp. 270-273. з Ibid., p. 279. 
31 Ibid., p. 274 35 Ibid., 


i А р. 282. 
32 Ibid., pp. 274, 275. зв Ibid., pp. 283-286. 
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under the chairmanship. of. Robert Daly, rector of Powers- 
court"—one of the leading topics being the 1260 year-days.” 

10. SEVENTY WEEKS AND.2300 Days.—In volume 3, for 1832, 
appears an important editorial discussion of the relationship of 
the 2300 years to the seventy weeks of years. To the question 
"How long shall be the vision?" the answer is, “Seventy weeks 
are determined (or ‘cut off’ from a larger portion of time)." * 
It is here argued that there are two parts to the question, and 
the second—the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under- 
foot—-is the result of the former. Seventy weeks of years are 
appointed for accomplishing the former part; and that will leave 
1810 years for the accomplishment of the rest of the vision.” 
Then comes this clear bit of reasoning: 

“If now the fulfilment of the former portion of 70 weeks has proved 
to be years, we come to the conclusion that the latter number of 1810 is 
also years; to be dated from the fulfilment of the former; namely, the 


crucifixion and ascension of Messiah. Thus 1810 added to A.D. 33, makes 
A.D. 1843 the date for the cleansing of the sanctuary." * | 


. Discussions by J. Н. Frere^ and J. N. Darby? appear, and 
there is notice of a second series of meetings for the discussion 
of prophecy.at Powerscourt House, centering chiefly on the gifts 
and on Antichrist.“ 


11. SHRINKING EUPHRATES Is TURKISH DISINTEGRATION.— 
In volume 4, for 1833, the concept of an individual infidel anti- 
christ. in the last days is increasingly emphasized by one.group 
of contributors. Notice is also given of the 1833 Curry abridg- 
ment of Irving's English. translation of Ben-Ezra, published at 
Dublin.^ But the item of greatest significance in this volume 


37 These periodic discussions continued over several years ‘under the chairmanship of 
Robert Daly, bishop of Cashel. The meetings were held every second Tuesday, during the 
summers, with two or three sessions daily. Lady Powerscourt filled her house with prominent 
clergymen_of every denomination from England, Scotland, and Ireland—among them Edward 
Irving. Difficult questions were propounded. They sought pt eine upon the- "great 
features," and expected disagreement upon '"'minor details." So deep was Lady Powerscourt's 
interest that she had consulted all available books on the subject. T Personal Recollections of 
the Right Rev. Robert Daly, D.D., pp. 18-23; Letters and Papers by the Late Theodosia A. 
Viscountess Powerscourt, pp. x, xi.) Е | 

38 The Christian Herald, December, 1831 (vol. 2, no. 24), p. 287. 

89 Ibid., September, 1832 (vol. 3, no. 31), pp. 19b, 191. 43 Ibid., p. 281. 

40 Ibid., p. 194. “ Ibid., pp. 290, 291. 

41 Ibid. С 4 Ibid., рр. 52, 216. 

42 Ibid., December, 1832 (vol. 3, no. 32), p. 258. 

55 Such as Frere in The Christian Herald, March, 1833 (vol. 4, no. 33), pp. 50-52. 
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concerns the “drying up of the Euphrates." " The horn of 
Daniel 7 is held to be the Papacy in the Western Empire, and 
the horn of Daniel 8 is set forth as the Mohammedan, or Turkish, 
power in the Eastern Empire, destined to "come to an end." 
“The glory of the Ottoman empire has long been on the wane. 
The waters of the great river Euphrates have been gradually 
drying up.’ ^ Then follows a list of its losses and retrench-. 
ments. | 


12. 1843 Enpinc Сомместер WITH OTTOMAN FALL.—By 
the exhaustion of the Euphratean waters, preparation will be 
made for the gathering together of the confederacy of the beast, 
the false prophet, and the ten kings of the Latin earth, “to their 
own destruction at Armageddon." * But this is connected by 
Hoare, the editor, with the return of the Jews, the "kings of the 
East," to their own land of Palestine? As one of the events 
connected therewith, the editor places the termination of the 
2300-year prophecy, which had its beginning with the seventh of 
. Artaxerxes, in 457 s.c. Then he says: 

“If we reckon the 2300 days as years, we shall find the period terminates 
in A.D. 1848. Whether this be the true method of calculation a few years 
will prove." ® | 

Then he adds that various "learned men" had been led to 
-expect this event at different periods from 1840 to 1847.* With 
this he connects the wasting away of the Ottoman Empire.” 
While we may not know the day or hour, the wise know when 
the coming of the Lord is near. Dissenting note is taken edi- 
.torially of the supernatural manifestations in Irving's London 
church.* On the other hand, Futurist contributors seék to. 
disparage the papal Antichrist concept and the year-day prin- 
ciple.” 

18. CONFLICTS AND APATHY END “HERALD’S” CAREER.— 
Volume 5, for 1834-35, brings this unique journal to a close. Agi- 


€ Ibid., June, 1833 (vol. 4, no. 34), p. 53 ff. 51 Ibid., p. 58. 
48 Ibid., p. 53. 52 Ibid. 

49 Ibid., p. a 83 Ibid., p. 59. 
86 Ibid., рр, р 
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tation by the Futurists, a waning interest, and a diminishing 
subscription list brought about its demise. Challenges increased 
on the year-day principle,” on the papal Antichrist,” and on the 
533 Justinian edict constituting the pope the “head of all the 
churches." * The editor observes that belief in millenarian 
doctrines appeared confined at first to men “distinguished for 
orthodoxy in doctrine, and freedom from the spirit of dis- 
sent.” ® But now extremism had arisen with "mutual re- 
- criminations.” And “prejudice against the study of prophecy" 
had increased and had “deterred many inquirers from the con- 
sideration of the subject." Asa result there had been a “decrease 
in circulation of such works as this, treating on Prophecy," and 

"these have withdrawn their support.” So with a warning 
that the devil would seek to "divert your minds from the subject 
of the Lord's second Advent," Editor Hoare says, "Finally, 
brethren, farewell." * | 


II. Digby—Champion of Historical Year-Day Principle 


WILLIAM Dicsy (1783-1866), Irish archdeacon of Elphin 
from 1809 to 1823, was educated at the University of Dublin, 
with an M.A. in 1820.” He wrote A Treatise on the 1260 Days 
of Daniel and Saint John: Being an Attempt to Establish the 
Conclusion That They Are Years; and also to Fix the Date of 
Their Commencement and Termination (1831). This was. 
occasioned by S. R: Maitland’s attempt to overthrow the year-day 
principle and to thrust Antichrist into the future. Later he 
published Appeal to the Roman Catholic Priesthood of Ireland 
(1845). 

l. Papar Horn AscENDANT Over DivisioNs.— With force- 
ful logic and substantiating facts Digby establishes the par- 
titioning of the Roman fourth world power "into ten separate 
sovereignties," followed by “the rise of a new power of a different 
character—an ecclesiastical character," that "should soon swal- 


56 Ibid., March, 1834 (vol. 5, no. ap 91 Ibid., La PP- 220, 221. 
вт Ibid., 7 PP; 36, 37. Bid, pos 1835. (vol. 5, no. 40), p. 2 
88 Ibid., p. 132. р. Ji8 
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low up the temporalities of some" and afterward "succeed in 
obtaining an evil ascendant over the whole." * 


2. ALL PARTIES AGREE RoME Was PARTITIONED.— This 
power would stand until the Ancient of days would come, and 
the judgment would sit., The time period of this ecclesiastical 
phase is not days but years. On the division of Rome into ten 
kingdoms all opposition parties agree—the papal Machiavelli, 
the infidel Gibbon, and the Protestants Mede and Isaac Newton.” 


3. PAPAL Usurper’s Periop 1260 YEars—Scouting the | 
Jesuit counterinterpretation of Futurism, now obtruding into 
Protestantism, Digby affirms that the papal usurper has assumed 
the place of prophet, priest, and king, and that the beast of 
Revelation 13, connected with the city of Rome, has long ago 
made his appearance," The destruction of the empire has 
"long since been accomplished"; therefore the "days" of the 
Gothic kings “are not natural days," but years," and the 1260 
days are years. f 


4. 2300 YEArs BEGIN WITH SEVENTY WEEKS; 457 8.C.— 
Similarly, the 2300 days, relating to the pollution and eventual 
cleansing of the sanctuary, are years, beginning synchronously 
with the seventy weeks. | 


"Is it not then more reasonable to date its commencement from the 
commencement of the restoration of that sanctuary in the days of Ezra, 
which will make it to commence sYNCHRONICALLY with another vision of the 
same Daniel, respecting the same sanctuary; I mean the vision of the 
Seventy weeks, which I suppose that R.D. will allow to have commenced 
with the seventh year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, and to have terminated | 
(making an allowance for the error of four years which has crept into the 
common reckoning of the Christian era) Anno Domini 38." © 


Upon the "understanding the 2300 days to mean | years,” 
he declares: 
-“The time for the cleansing of the sanctuary at Jerusalem has not 


yet arrived—nor will it for sixteen years yet to come, (making the same 
allowance again for the error of four. years in the chronology. ys 


вз William Digby, A Treatise on the 1260 Days, p. 4. 
% Ibid., pp. 4, 5. 66 lbid., pp. 7, 8. 88 Ibid., p. 9. 
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5. TERMINUS OF 2300 YEARS Авоот 1843.—In other words, 
A.D. 1831 + 16 = 1847, and 1847 — 4 = 1843. Digby then con- 
tends that. the 2300 years should be connected with “that lesser 
calendar of prophecy," the 70 weeks, or 490 years. Therefore, 
“after the expiration of 2300 years from the same memorable. 
period," of 457 B.C., the Redeemer shall come to Zion, to con- 
sume His enemies with the rod of His mouth, as He comes in the 
"clouds of heaven, and with all the angels of God as His wor- 
shipping attendants.” " Thus he concludes: 


“Then, as Daniel says, shall the sanctuary, after its long continued . - 


desolation and treading down beneath the horses hoofs of the robbers of 
the wilderness, be cleansed—and cleansed, to be polluted no more for 
ever!’ 

To this Digby joins the “exhaustion of the Ottoman 
power,” making way for the homeward move of the Jews. When 
these things are coming to pass, the expiration of the 2300 years is 
at hand, and is of probable occurrence "within ш a dozen 
years, or a little more, ER the present, period“ —in other 
words, 1831 4- 12-1843, or “а little more.’ 


| 6. 1260 Years Daren From 533 то 1793. — Challenging 
Maitland's denial of the 1260 year-days:to begin "shortly after 
the ten Gothic horns had sprouted forth” from the fourth beast, 
Digby refers to the clear understanding of Wyclif, Luther, 
Jewell, and Mede concerning the papal Antichrist as the “fore- 
doomed Babylon of the New Testament.” He speaks of the wit- 
ness pouring forth from "burning lips and burning pens" of 
true Protestants, іп. contrast to present “Protestants of a feebler 
spirit." "^ He declares that the 1260 days are years, beginning 
with Justinian’s decree of 533 recognizing the pope as head 
of all true churches "by sending bishops to him as ambassa- 
dors.” * ‘This period is not dated from the early inception of the 
Papacy, or from the beginning of its temporal. sovereignty, 
but from the bestowal of spiritual authority by “Justinian the 
personator of the dragon"—and Justinian reigned in both East 


в Ibid., рр. 9, 10. 71 Ibid. 1з Ibid., р. 26. 
79 [bid., p. 10. 72 Ibid., pp. 11, 14, 15. 
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and West, and was promulgator of the laws commonly accepted." 
A second confirmation of the year-day principle comes from the 
ending of the 1260 days in 1798 during the French Revolu- 
поп.“ And "Babylon the Great is spiritually fallen already." ^ 


7. SEVEN Times (2520) From 723 в.с. To A.D. 1793. —More- 
over, 1260 years is the second half of the times of the Gentiles 
dated from 723 s.c." Then he submits the following, as he 15 
unwilling to hold a position that is untenable: 

“I wish to know, what can be advanced against these things, so as to 


constitute a valid, or even plausible ground of objection to the above 
scheme of interpretation being admitted." * 


8. TEN Divisions: THE THREE AND THE SEVEN.— Regarding 
the partitioning of Western Rome, and the diversity in the 
listing of the ten toes and ten horns of Daniel 2 and 7, some con- 
tend that there could be no variation in the names.” Ac- 
cording to Daniel 7:8, three were to be pluckéd up before the 
mysterious eleventh. These Digby lists as the Herulo- "аги, 
the Ostrogoths, and the Lombards.” 

This leaves "only seven Gothico- Roman kingdoms to in- 
quire after." * These must be primary kingdoms that have been 
perpetuated. These Digby lists as the Vandals, Suevi, Alans, 
Burgundians, Franks, Visigoths, and Anglo-Saxons. These are 
the ones listed by the “greater majority of the historians, or 
commentators." * In support he mentions Machiavelli, Mede, 
Lloyd, Isaac Newton, Bishop Newton, Whiston, and Faber.” 
That is the Irish archdeacon's concept. 


III. Leslie-Heralds of the Judgment Hour Sounding 


James Lesiiz,“ of Edinburgh, simply signed himself 
“Amici” in his eleven-page Circular Letter on the Revolution in 
Europe, now with a twelve-page Appendix in the third edition. 
It is addressed “То All Christian Ministers and People in Great 


"4 Ibid., pp. 26, 27. 78 Ibid. р. 39. - 82 Ibid., р. 76. 
7 Ibid., pp. 34, 35. 79 Ibid., p. 72. 83 Ibid., p. 81. 
76 Ibid., p. 38. 80 Ibid., pp. {3 74. Be Biographical data lacking. 


7 Ibid., pp. 38, 39. 8 Ibid., 
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Britain." The previous editions had been distributed just in 
Edinburgh alone through the “unusual mode" of house-to-house 
' visitation, as a means of discovering the interest of the people. 

: “Accordingly, beginning a course of visiting from house to house, 
and taking each family in a land, he left a copy with each, informing 
them that they should have the reading of it gratis, and if pleased with it, 
they might keep it at a small price. By these means all were warned of 


the great and dreadful things coming on the world, and our own 
country.’ i 


1. JupbGMENT-Hour Cry Has Brcun.—The result of such 
a canvass of sentiment was that “almost, every other family or 
person kept them, and paid for them, except the very poor ones, 
to whom he freely bestowed them." * Stressing the fact of general 
belief in the second advent, but with decided differences as to 
the time, manner, and attendant circumstances, Leslie .empha- 
sizes the nearness of Christ's return and makes the impressive 
declaration: 

“Several ministers and others in Britain have called, and are now 
calling the attention of their countrymen to the ‘signs of the times.’ The 
cry has gone forth, ‘Fear God and give glory to him, for the hour of his 
judgment is come,’ and many have attended to the warning. But it is also 


too true that many treat it with scorn, or looking upon it as wild, fanatical, 
bold, and presumptuous, attempt to dissuade others from listening to it." * 


2. FRENCH REVOLUTION EARTHQUAKE ENDED 1260 YEARS.— 
Leslie describes the time as an “ominous silence" or an "inter- 
val of peace,” before the bursting of the storm, during the “pour- 
ing out of the sixth vial on the Mahometan power in Europe 
and Asia." * Тһе earthquake of the seventh vial was taken 
to be a "political revolution," soon to follow after the French 
Revolution, which closed the 1260 years.” | In support, he cites 
Irving's Preliminary Discourse to his version of Ben-Ezra: 
“We now stand (i.e. 1827) upon the very edge and lip of the 
seventh vial, which is to consumate all wrath, and make a full 
end of the indignation.” ^ He also cites the appeal of the Glas- 


85 James Leslie, Circular Letter on the Revolution in Europe, p. 2. 
86 Thi 

87 Ibid. 89 Ibid., p. 7. 

88 Ibid., p, 6. Я 90 Ibid. 
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gow minister, William Anderson, in Apology for Millennial Doc- 
trine,” on the time of respite before the coming judgments. 


3. SIXTH SEAL OPENED; EUPHRATES Dryinc Up.—Satan’s 
rule is nearly ended, Leslie continues; the time of retribution 
is at hand. The signs of the times all indicate it—“The vol- 
canoes of France having begun again to smoke, threatening 
‚ап erruption.^ The French Revolution, at the opening of 
the sixth seal, commenced the work of terror. But "in the 
midst of the desolation, the elements are marvellously ordered. 
into a calm, till the servants of God have been sealed." " But 
the "suspension of the storm we enjoy at present . . . cannot 
be continued much longer" Next Leslie cites John Hooper's 
Present Crisis, on the drying up of the mystic river Euphrates, 
or "ruin of the Turkish empire," as a sign of the imminent ap- 
pearance of our Lord.” 


4. ONE HUNDRED IRISH HERALDS or ADVENT.— he con- 
cluding sentence reveals the number of Prótestant ministers in 
Ireland proclaiming Christ's coming: 

"I feel happy in acquainting you that about 100 protestant ministers 
in Ireland are proclaiming his. [Christ's] coming, and perhaps there are 


near half as many in England, but Oh! how few in Scotland! May they be 
greatly increased!" * 


5. Prorests Irvinc’s Toncurs MovEMENT.—In 1832, in a 
Letter to the Rev. Edward Irving, Leslie upbraids Irving's recent 
course "concerning the gift of tongues,” this having given. 
"great offence to the serious and reflecting part of my country- 
men," " because of his prominence in the exposition of prophecy 
and the heralding of the advent.. So Leslie bears "public testi- 
mony” against "these your errors.’ | | 


6. SHAKING OF NATIONS UNDER Way ла the following 
year, in The Shaking of the Nations, an essay on the causes of 
divine judgments—with the text “And I will shake all nations; 


91 Ibid., pp. 7, 8. 

92 Ibid., PPa ‘citing Anderson’ s Apology For Millennial Doctrine. 

83 Ibid., fios ed., p. 

94 Ibid., 0.28 EM agrees with the Dublin Christian Herald statement. See p. 579. 
95 James eslie, Letter to the Rev. Edward Irving, p. 14. 
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and the Desire of all nations shall come,” on the title page—' 
Leslie declares, “There never was a time since the world began, 
wherein it was more shaken than at present." " Yet, he adds, 
mankind in general seems "quite insensible as to what may be 
the ultimate or concluding part of this woeful drama thus acting 
upon the stage of this wicked world." Satan contrives to get the . 
minds of men so engrossed with "human plans of reformation 
for the better government of church and state" as to lose sight 
of the design God has in view." Referring parenthetically to the 
odium brought upon the advent truth by the Irvingites, Leslie 
Says: 

“It is true indeed that the religious world has iudi reason for being 
displeased with some, who, after having begun to sound the trumpet of 
alarm in Britain, hàve also commenced sounding a trumpet of strange 
tongues, as they thought, or of miracle-working powers." ° 

. 7. THREE Spirirs: PAGAN, PAPAL, AND INFIDEL.—Advert- 
ing again to Haggai, Leslie holds that many now seek the ful- 
fillment in the second advent and the destruction of all things." 
With this he places Joel 3:16, showing that the great shaking 
occurs at the second advent. And along with that he stresses 
the three unclean spirits that, just before the day of God, 
gather the nations for Armageddon,” just as they operated in 
France before the great. Revolution. Then the spirit of the 
pagan dragon joined that of the corrupted papal priestcraft, 
and these in turn were joined by the spirit of infidelity. Now, 
in 1830, they have broken out again. The shock is felt in 
Spain, Italy, Poland, Austria, and England." 

8. UNITE To Support Beast BuigrLv.— The "one of . 
Mohammedanism is also shaking, Leslie continues. And Russia 
in the north begins to bestir herself, hoping to gain much 
out of the struggle. The same shaking is also operating in the 
different churches as well as states.. Then comes to pass St. 
John’s prediction, “These have one mind, and shall give their: 


power and strength unto the beast." "* 
96 james ed The Shaking of the Nations, р. 4. | 
эт Ibid., pp. 4, 5. bid., p. 6. 20 Ibid., рр. 8, 9. 
98 Ibid. 100 ЕИ, p. 8. 102 Ibid», p. 9. 
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9. ALL 1260-YEAR PERIODS ARE IDENTICAL.—After remark- 
ing that the common idea of a spiritual coming of Christ had 
been conveyed to Protestants through the impure channel of the 
church of Rome, Leslie turns to the 1260 years. He says: 


“The time of the continuance of the head of that church to oppress 
the saints, is clearly pointed out by Daniel and St. John, Daniel gives us a 
time, times, and the dividing of time, in chapter vii. verse 25. John refers 
to the same oppression, lst, Under the figure of two witnesses prophecying ' 
in sackcloth (Rev. xi.3,) 1260 days. 2d, Under the figure of a woman 
nourished in a wilderness for a time, times, and a half, Rev. xii.l4. The 
same oppression is referred to in chapter xiii. verse 5, and the time, 42 
months, All commentators agree, that these periods must be understood 
prophetically; so that 1260 days are so many years, and that 42 months, at 
the rate of 30 days to each month, amount to the same portion of time; and 
that time, times, and the dividing of time, is just the same." 1% 


10. PArAL 1260-Year Perion (531-1792). —Addressing him- 
self to the time of this period, when. the saints were put under 
the Little Horn's power, Leslie states: | 


"Now the Roman Emperor, Justinian, had that power, he only having 
the spiritual, as well as the temporal power of the empire; and this he did 
by an edict, bearing date A.D. 532. ‘He gave full power to the Bishop of 
Rome to settle all controversies, by which he is declared Head of the 
Church, and infallible in all matters of faith,’ &c. Counting forward, then, 
from that date, 1260 years brings us'down to 1792, the eventful period of 
the French Revolution. At that time the Roman Catholic religion was 
publicly proscribed, her ministers insulted, and her temples profaned by 
the French infidels; and to complete the degradation, the holy city was 
assaulted and taken, and the Pope himself carried away captive. And 
that which is very remarkable, the two French officers in the chief com- 
mand of the military sent by Napoleon Bonaparte upon this exploit, were 
called, the one LUT HER, and the other CALVIN! and with orders to tell 
' his Holiness, that ‘his kingdom was at an епа? " ™ 


11. Have ENTERED Upon THE LATTER Days.—While the 
pope recovered his temporal powers for a time, he never re- 
covered his spiritual authority, and will be destroyed at the 
second advent. ‘Thus, Leslie says, Daniel's prophecy was ful- 
filled. Тһе judgment shall sit, and they shall "take away his 
dominion to consume and to destroy it unto the end." The 


105 [bid., b. 33. 194 ТЫ. 


IRISH HERALDS LAUNCH JOURNAL 595 


"end" being "the END of the four Gentile Monarchs, ог the END 
of the present dispensation," he conclüdes that we are "ENTERED 
UPON THE ‘LATTER DAYS.’ " '* 


IV. Campbell—“The Hour of God's Judgment Is Come" 


The prophetic message of Revelation 14:6 became the text, 
or the burden, of many a sermon. An example appears in The 
Everlasting Gospel (1830), a sermon preached by the Scottish 
minister. Joun M’CLEoD CAMPBELL (1800-72), of Row, 
Dumbartonshire, in April, 1830. It was preached in The Float- 
ing Chapel, at Greenock and "taken in shorthand." Pressing 
upon the hour of God's judgment and the need to “fear God and 
со give him glory," he insists that they are living in the last days 
of the dispensation. Here are his words: 


"I would now say to you, this night, 'fear God and give him glory, for 
the hour of his judgment is come,’ in a strict and literal sense. We are 
now at the close of that last day, concerning which the apostle says, ‘Hereby 
we know that it is the last time.’ At the beginning of this day, of the 
Gentile dispensation, the Apostle said, ‘we know that the ends of the 
world have come upon us.’ The ends of the world had come upon them, 
but we are just at the evening of that last day—we are at the last hour of 
that last day; and it is very nigh, very nigh, even at the door. My dear 
hearers, I beseech you to consider, that it is just near at hand, at the very 
door, according to all who have studied this matter, and have sought the 
teaching of God; (and God desires that we should see what is before us; 
and not be groping in the dark,) that they are all of one mind; that that 
. period commonly ‘called the millenium—the reign of Christ—is just at 
hand." © 


Most earnestly he appeals for the voice of prayer and the 
humbling of heart that will transform and prepare the life that 
the coming wrath may be escaped." His closing words are: 
“O that you understood these things! ‘Fear God and give glory 
to him, for the hour of his judgment is come.’ " Amen! 


1% Ibid., р. 34. 

1% Educated at Glasgow, 1811-20, and then at Edinburgh, he became a licentiate in the 
Church of Scotland. He was minister of Row in 1825, but was ejected for ‘“heresy’’ in 1830. 
He preached in the highlands from 1830 to 1832, and was minister of a congregation in Glasgow 
from 1833 to 1859, receiving a D.D. degree: from the University of Glasgow. (Dictionary of 
National 1 Bio raphy, vol. 3, pp. 840, 841.) 

John M'Cleod & рр. 80 The Everlasting Gospel, pp. 28, 29. 

"i Tar, PN 31, 32. © Thid., p. 32. 
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V. Preterist Lee—Ends Prophecies With Jerusalem's and 
Rome's Fall 


'The projection of the Preterist view into the discussion in 
1830, by SAMUEL LEE (1788-1852)—noted Orientalist and pro- 
fessor of Arabic and of Hebrew at Cambridge,” and rector of 
Barley, Hertfordshire (later canon of Bristol)-broüght the 
three post-Reformation schools of interpretation again into 
definite conflict —the Historicist, Futurist, and Preterist. Pret- 
erism had become well-nigh dominant in the rationalistic uni- 
versities of Germany." And now the noted linguist, Lee, under 
whom Wolff. studied at Cambridge, espoused it His Events 
and Times of the Visions of Daniel and St. John, first published 
in 1830, is strictly Preterist; that is, all the specifications of 
Daniel and the Apocalypse were allegedly fulfilled in the down- 
fall of pagan Rome and the overthrow of Jewry. | 

А general résumé must suffice: Lee builds nearly every- 
thing around the seventy weeks of Daniel 9, not as a definite 
chronological term but as an indefinite period. He makes the 
three and a half times of Daniel 7 coincident with the last of Dan- - 
iel's seventy mystical weeks, and comprehends within it the two 
catastrophes—first the fall of Jerusalem and the .reprobate 
Jewish nation, and then the heathen Roman as God's instru- 
ment for desolating Jerusalem. So the three and a half times is 
the last half of Daniel's seventieth week.” 

In the Apocalypse the seals, trumpets, and .vials. are syn- 
chronous, according to Lée, and are compassed in this elastic 
seventieth week—the fourth seal referring to Jerusalem’s fall 
in the middle of the week, the fifth to the pagan persecutions. 
The trumpets likewise depict the fall of the Jews. The wit- 
nesses testify in the first three and a half days of the seventieth 
week, and are assailed in the latter three and a half days by the | 
heathen Roman power, the beast from the abyss. Christ is the 


110 One of the most profound linguists of his time and “master of 18 languages," he held 
various churchly posts and was author of numerous books. 

11 Such scholars as Hernnschneider, Eichhorn, Hug, Heinrichs, Hartig, Herder, Ewald, 
Bleek, and De Wette, with Professor Moses Stuart in America, and Dr. Samuel Davidson in 
England. For detailed study see Е. B. Elliott, Hore Apocalyptice (5th ed.), vol. 4, pp. 565-594. 

u2 Samuel Lee, Events and Times of the Visions of Daniel, 1851 ed., pp. 69, 70 
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. child of the church of Revelation 12, and the persecution of 
the beast of Revelation 13 is under heathen Rome, from Domi- 
tian to Diocletian inclusive. 

Thus the devil is loosed for a little season, Lee holds, as 
is depicted by the sixth trumpet—the hour, day, month, and 
year being the same as the three and a half times. Finally, 
the compassing of the beloved city and the destruction of Satan : 
and his hosts signify the fall of the pagan Roman power, with the 
apocalyptic new heavens and new earth, the Christian church 
after Constantine. So the 1,000 years constitute “the apostolic 
period.” Such was Lee's strange and yet familiar Preterist view 
of prophecy, which was as yet shared by relatively few in Britain. 


VI. Anderson—Sixth Seal Began at French Revolution 


WILLIAM ANDERSON (1799-1873), Scotch Presbyterian 
minister and author, was born at Kilsyth. He served as pastor 
of the John Street Presbyterian congregation of Glasgow almost 
continuously from 1822 to 1878, receiving an LL.D. degree from 
_ the University of Glasgow in 1850." He was a strong advocate 
of the separation of church and state. An entire column of 
entries of his books appears in the British Museum catalogue. 
His Apology for Millennial Doctrine (1880) entreats its readers 
to take heed, holding that the sixth seal began its work of terror 
at the French Revolution." He carried a heavy burden for 
others, that they might be heirs of the first resurrection, be- 
lieving that the sealing of the servants of God was under. way. 

1. MULTIPLE Events Mark SECOND ÁbpvENT.—Anderson's 
Apology was written when he was serving as minister of the 
Relief Church, Glasgow. He begins by declaring that the 
destruction of the powers of Europe, the desolation of the Turk- 
ish Empire, and the destruction of popery will accompany the 
second advent. He declares, further, that the two literal resur- 
rections, first the righteous and then the wicked, bound the 


18 Roll of the Graduates of the University of Glasgow, p. 282. 
74 William Anderson, An Apology for Millennial Doctrine, > part 1, pp. 38, 41. 
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millennial. period. And then the earth will be renovated, 
rectified, and beautified forever." This, he declares, will begin 
to come to pass “when the Image of which Nebuchadnezzar 
dreamed shall be broken in pieces, Satan enchained, and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven given to the 
Son of Man." ™ 


2. SEVENTH VIAL SOON ro BE OurPounEp.—Lifting his 
voice in warning of coming upheavals, he adds that "at the 
opening of the sixth seal (Rev. vi.12), the French Revolution 
commenced: its work of terror,” citing Cuninghame оп the seals 
and trumpets.” He contends, moreover, that the sealing Work 
is effected by that angel having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to all nations, followed by the next angel announcing the fall 
` of Babylon.” Then he adds: | 

“The vial of wrath, the seventh, the last, the most woeful, is brimming 
high ready to be outpoured; and presently the season of peace shall have 
closed, for the recording of the names of those who shall be heirs of the 
First Resurrection," ?? | 

3. Primitive MILLENNIAL View RevivAL.— Calling the roll 
of the centuries, Anderson cites the blighting influence of 
Cerinthus, who perverted the early millennial view. The abuse 
spread until it became a curse. Then came other perversions 
under the apostate church.” At last the millennial truth that 
had been depressed for centuries sprang up again at the Refor- 
mation, along with the revival of the study of the Revelation.” 


.4. FIFTH Empire ОЕ DanieL 7 IwPENDs.—In his closing 
section Anderson gives this terse exposition of Daniel 7: 


“The Vision recorded in the seventh chapter of the book of Daniel, 
terminates in the same manner as does the Dream recorded in the second 
chapter. The four empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome,— 
respectively symbolized by the Lion, the Bear, the Leopard, and the 
Monster. ,—having been overthrown and destroyed, the Fifth empire in the 
succession is the Kingdom of Heaven." '? . 


115 Ibid. Рр, 1, 2. 18 Ibid., p. 40. im nus part 2, p. 48, 
ue Ibid., p. 7. 119 Ibid., p. 41. 122 Ibid. 
ит Ibid., "i 39n. > 120 [bid., pp. 4, 9, 50. 


CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE 


Pophetic Investigator 


and Dictionary of Writers 


Now comes the last of the leading prophetic journals, .. 
The Investigator, followed by the unique Dictionary of Writers 
on the Prophecies, both published in London. Anonymous 
tracts echo the advent message. Meetings for the study of 
prophecy convene in different cities. The familiar pattern 
of the prophecies appears, including the 2300 years. The Day 
of Atonement type is stressed again. The midnight cry is 
sounding from a thousand voices, declares a Bristol clergyman. _ 
Echoes of Bengel's positions are heard, and finally the testimony 
of another military man is given. We first note the strong 
witness of the journal edited by J. W. Brooks. 


I. The Investigator—Reviewer of Prophetic Study; 
Herald of Advent 


. 


Another prophetic journal, The Investigator, or Monthly 
Expositor and Register, on Prophecy, edited by Joshua W. 
Brooks, was published from 1831 to 1836. One of the ablest 
of the various prophetic journals, in addition to its articles on 
prophecy and book reviews of current prophetic works, it gave 
news notes on current developments. Among the contributors 
_ are many of the most aggressive current expositors, though often 
of differing views, such as Begg, Cuninghame, Frere, Maitland, 
Birks, and Wolff. Here are noted Haldane and Drummond's 
Continental Society, and the Reformation Society. And Way's 
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Paris Watchman, as well as weekly meetings for the study of 
prophecy in the French capital, are chronicled. There is dis- 
cussion of the anticipated revival of the gifts of the Spirit before 
the advent, and announcement of the appearance of T'he Morn- 
ing Watch. There are also periodic discussions of the 2300 
years. And the last volume closes with an invaluable Dictionary 
of Writers on the Prophecies, compiled by Brooks, the editor. 

One of the earliest articles, “Оп the Duty of Prophetical 
Investigation and Discussion," asserts: | 

“The times are such as men of all parties and all opinions allow to be 
awfully portentous, and to bespeak some crisis о Бе impending; and all 


christians will confess, that prophecy alone is the only source from which 
we are likely to obtain light as to the result." * 


1. Various MEETINGS FOR Srupnv or PRopHECY.—‘“Meet- ` 
ings for the discussion of prophecy" are reported for Birming- 
ham, Leicester, with eighteen clergymen present, with word that 
"similar meetings, though on a smaller scale, have come to our 
knowledge in various places.” * Lewis Way's monthly periodi- 
-cal, The Watchman, "chiefly devoted to the subject of Prophecy," 
is noted for Paris, where weekly meetings for the study of 
prophecy are in progress. A citation concerns the views of the 
Jansenists, a Catholic sect, which holds "sentiments which ap- 
proximate to evangelical Protestantism" on Christ's second com- 
-ing Then there is a terse answer to an inquiry on the question 
of 2300 or 2400 as the editor replies: 
“There is not a single manuscript known to be extant, whether 
Hebrew or Greek, that sanctions the reading of 2400 days. It rests entirely 


upon a manifest typographical error. of the Vatican Edition, taken from the 
Vatican manuscript." * 


2. CEEANSING ОЕ SANCTUARY IN 1843. —In volume 2 (1833) 
of The Investigator the editor discusses the “Progress of Prophet- 
ical Inquiry,” from the time of Origen to his own day., He 
remarks that some are deterred "from its contemplation” by the 


1The Investigator, August, ee ies 1, йо. 2), p. П. 
2 Ibid., September, 1831 (vol. 1 2), p. 5 

3 Ibid;, November, 1831 (vol. 1 T o: 4); A i. 

4 Ibid., July, 1832 (vol. 1, no. 12), p . 441. 
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“obloquy and odium" created by the few.’ In the June issue of 
1833, “C.S.” writes on the anticipated time of the commence- 
ment of the millennium. One of the most important factors 
mentioned is the cleansing of the sanctuary, which he takes to be 
Jerusalem or Palestine, thus involving the fact and place of 
Mohammedanism. He conceives the 2300-year time period to 
begin in 456 в.с., with the seventy weeks as the first part.’ Thus 
it will end in 1843. | 

In volume 3 (1833), there is further discussion of the 2300: 
years, whether it involves the actions of the Western Antichrist 
: or the Eastern, or Mohammedan, power.’ | 


3. FRANCE Is TENTH Parr or City.—The fulfillment of 
the fall of the "tenth part of the city," by France in the French 
Revolution, is presented by Editor Brooks. He shows that this 
= was the opinion of Cocceius in 1655, Goodwin in 1683, Cres- 
sener in 1690, then Whiston, Willison, and Taylor between 
1745 and 1770, as well as of Bishop Newton. For the position 
that France was the "street of the city,” he cites Vitringa, Jurieu, 
and John Bird in 1747, as well as Towers later. And for the 
earthquake as the French Revolution, Brooks cites Mede, More, . 
Vitringa, and Fleming in 17005. | 


4. JupcMENT-Hour МЕѕЅАСЕ Sounpinc.—In volume. 4 
. (1834) appears a book review of WILLIAM ANTHONY HOLMES’ 
The Time of the End (1833). Holmes places the end in 1836 
on the basis of Bengel’s calculation, followed by Wesley, at 
which point he terminates the 2300 years as well as other | 
periods.’ 

“Nemo” discusses Revelation 12-14, holding the Papacy 
‘to be the second beast, from the earth, with the two horns repre- 
senting civil and ecclesiastical power. The judgment-hour 
message of Revelation 14:6, 7, draws forth this significant com- 
: ment: "A small voice has шы; been heard foretelling ap- 


5 Ibid., pray 1833 (vol. 2, no. 6), p. 201. 
в Ibid., June, 1833 (vol. 2, no. 11 . 401. 

л Ibid., September, 1833 (vol. 3; no. 2),p 29. 

8 Ibid., December, 1833 (vol. 3, no. 5 i 150-155. 
? Ibid., December, 1834 (vol. 4, part }, рр. 109, 116. 
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proaching judgments, but a loud voice will soon resound we 
trust from many pulpits in this privileged land." ^ 


5. CONTROVERSIES BETWEEN Exposirors INCREASE.—Sev- 
eral editorial book reviews appear, approving Cuninghame's 
writings and pointing out fundamental weakness in Frere’s and 
Irving’s works.” One of the serious challenges was on the 2400- 
versus the 2300-year contention, though Wolff's claims of sup- 

. porting Hebrew manuscripts are noted.” Brooks expresses con- 
cern over the increasing controversies between writers on 
prophecy and their acrimony, and over developments among 
the Irvingites." | | 


6. 1836 STIMULATES EXPECTATIONS oF CRisis.— Because of 
Bengel's former expectation for the year 1836, in which date he 
had been followed by many, including John Wesley and W. A. 
Holmes,“ volume 5 (for 1836) brings forth editorial comment 
about that, as well as the expectation for that year found 
among the dervishes of Persia by Joseph Wolff.* This, together 
with the approaching end of the 6,000 years, had stimulated the 
"general expectation of some great crisis being at hand," ir- 
. respective of difference of detail or of the precise year." 
| A review of John Henry Browne's The Time of the End 
quotes him as contending that mankind had entered that fateful 
period. The evidence cited included increase of prophetic 
knowledge or understanding (Dan. 12:4), the deepening last- 
day apostasy, the proclamation of the judgment-hour message 
(Rev. 14:6, 7)—the very existence of. which was a "sign of the 
times” —and the drying up of the Euphrates.” 

10 Ibid., June, 1835 (vol. 4, part 4), pp. 344, 345. This substitution of “judgments” for 
the judgment, is RA noted, for it characterizes the view of a number, as will be recalled. 

11 Ibid., p. А 

12 Ibid., 5. 355 (referring to p. 315). 38 Ibid., pp. 364, 367. 

м үү. А, HorwEs, B.A., was chancellor оѓ Cashel. His book, The Time of the End, 
which was the result of a “series of lectures," begins the "seven times’? (2520 years) with the 
captivity of Manasseh, under Esarhaddon in 685 s.c., which would end this period in 1835- 
36. (Pages 60, 61.) "Then the kingdoms of this world should become the kingdoms of our 
Lord. With this he places the 2300 years from the 7th of Artaxerxes, which he dates in 456 в.с., 
and to which he adds nine years—or 465 from 2300, which he likewise brings to 1835:36, when 
the sanctuary should be cleansed, the Jews restored, and the kingdom of Christ established for a 
thousand years. (Pages 93, 94.) Holmes contends that the sanctuary, cannot be cleansed so 
long as the Mosque of Omar stands on Mount Moriah, surmounted by the crescent. The year 
1836 was also looked upon as the Jubilee of Jubilees, from the entry and possession of Canaan, 
in 1448 в.с. (Pages 96, 97.) Then in 1836 all prophecies would be fulfilled. 


15 The Investigator, January, 1836 (vol. 5, no. 43, New Series, no. 1), р. 5. 
16 Ibid., p. 7. : її Ibid., pp. 41-43. Р 
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7. CONTINUING EMPHASIS ON 1847 AND 1843. —Reviewing 
Joseph Wolff's Researches and Missionary Labours (1831), 
Brooks asserts: 

"No individual has | perhaps given greater publicity to the doctrine 
of the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, than has this well known 
Missionary to the world. Wheresoever he goes, he proclaims the approach- 
ing advent of the Messiah in glory, together with various other circum- 
stances of the prophetic word, which he conceives will be the accompani- 
ments or the immediate precursors of the day of God.” *_ 

He notes especially Wolff's stressing of 1847 in his dis- 
cussions springing up in his travels, as the year of the approach- : 
ing advent.^ Brooks also reviews Habershon on the chrono- 
logical prophecies, who- boldly presses 1843 as the grand - 
terminus not only of the 2300 years (457 в.с. to A.D. 1843) but 
of the "seven times" (2520 years) from 677 в.с. to A.D. 1843. 
The 1260 years are placed from 533 to 1793, with the 1290 and 
1385 extending beyond." Then the editor announces the 
sudden but unavoidable termination of The Investigator, but 
. not without a parting appeal for preparation for "the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." " But let us.seek a closer view of | 
Brooks. 


II. Brooks—Champions Historical View and Premillennialism 


JosHua WiLLiAM Brooks (1790-1882), prebendary of Lin- 
coln Cathedral, author, and editor of The Investigator, as well 
as compiler of A Dictionary of Writers on the Prophecies, was 
prominent in prophetic exposition circles between 1881 and 
1844. Though information is lacking as to his early life and 
education, we find him rector of East Retford, 1821-27, rector 
of Grove, 1827-43, and vicar of St. Mary's, Nottingham, 1843-64, 
also rural dean 1855-64. Then he was prebendary of the Lincoln 
Cathedral from 1858 until his death in 1882.” 

One and a half columns are neéded to list the works of 

3 0445 April, 1836 (vol. 5, no, 44, New Series, no. 2), p. 88. 

20 Ibid., Fulv, 1836 (vol. 5, no. 45, New Series, no. 3), pp- 158, 159. 


21 2 Ibid., October, 1836 (vol. 5, no. 46, New Series, no. 4), p. 
22 Frederic Boase, Modern English Biography, vol. 1, col. 0 
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Brooks in the British Museum catalogue. He compiled 4 
Dictionary of Writers on the Prophecies toward the close of 
his editorship of The Investigator (1831-36). He wrote the 
` widely read Abdiel’s Essays on the Advent and Kingdom of 
Christ (1834), as well as Elements of Prophetical Interpretation 
(1836), The History of the Hebrew Nation (1841), and “The 
Signs of the Second Advent" (1843) in T'he Second Coming, the 
Judgment and the Kingdom of Christ,-one of the collections of 
Bloomsbury lectures. He was, moreover, a prominent partici- 
pant in the Edinburgh Association for Promoting the Study of 
Prophecy, his contributions thereto, for 1841, being published 
as its First Series of Lectures on Subjects Connected with 
Prophecy. А | 
і. PREMILLENNIALISM PROPHETIC ISSUE OF THE liouR.— 
Brooks' Essays on the Advent and Kingdom of Christ deals with 
the purpose and propriety of prophecy. After touching upon 
the prophecies of the first advent, Brooks comes to the vicissi- 
"tudes that befell the premillennial interpretation through the 
centuries of the Christian Era—oft thrown into the background 
and upon other occasions brought into disrepute by fanatical 
friends, but ultimately firmly and soundly established in the 
great Reformation bodies.” And now, after further diversions 
by Whitby's postmillennial theory, it has come again to the fore- 
front in the nineteenth century. He declares the most vital issue 
of the hour to be the premillennial or postmillennial advent." 
2. GoppEss or REASON DepriveD oF REAsoN.— Brooks 
advocated with conviction and force the premise that the French 
Revolution inaugurated the period of the outpouring of the 
seven vials, destined to destroy the apocalyptic beast and Baby- 
lon.* In connection with the excesses of the Revolution he 
reveals the tragic anticlimax to the infamous episode of “public 
homage offered to a harlot, who was deified as the goddess of 
reason." He writes: | 
Yd ed) siet iN Brooks: Essays on the Advent is Kingdom of Christ (Philadelphia, 1840- 


., pp. 13, 106, 107. 
35 Ibid, (London, 1843 ed.), p. 198. 
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"In the Paris papers of August 1st, 1817, is the announcement of the 
death of this wretched female, the infamous Theroigne de Mericourt in 
- the hospital for pauper lunatics of Saltpetriere, ‘where (say the Journals) 
she had lived unpitied and unknown. Thus, by a striking retribution, 
. this unhappy woman who had received adoration as the goddess of reason, 
was for the last twenty years of her life deprived of reason; and she who 
жаз by the multitude worshipped as a divinity, was abandoned by the 
same multitude to the contempt and miseries of pauperism!” * 


3. MIDNIGHT Cry RINGING IN NINETEENTH CENTURY.— 
In Elements of Prophetical Interpretation, Brooks traces the 
fluctuating positions of the church throughout the Christian 
Era on the fundamental principles of prophetic interpretation. 
From the generally held premillennial view of the early church, 
on. to the “new allegorizing system," between the time of 
Origen and that of Jerome,” Brooks gives a systematic discussion 
of the "Voice of the Church" in those crucial centuries. 

He then presents an impressive picture of the nineteenth 
century Advent Awakening as the conviction of a great im- 
pending crisis grips scores of minds “in Great Britain, and the 
Continent." It was "unequivocally premillennarian," and re- 
sembled the midnight cry of the parable: “Behold the Bride- 
groom cometh." With but few exceptions, Brooks adds, "there 
is scarcely to be found a writer on prophecy of any eminence 
in the present century, who is not looking for the pre-millennial 
advent." * A veritable galaxy of premillennial writers bad arisen, 
and at least eight periodicals were exclusively or chiefly devoted 
to. the exposition of prophecy—the Jewish Expositor, The 
Morning Watch, The Christian Herald, The Investigator, The 
Christian Witness; The Christian Record, The Watchman, and 
The Expositor of Prophecy? 

Many of these writers were in the Established Church, 
though others were scattered through the Dissenter groups, and 
many were laymen.” ‘The leading ones are named. 


zæ Ibid., р. 199 n 
2 Joshua W. Brooks Elements of Prophetical Interpretation, pp. 55-61. 
з Tbid., pp. 104, 105. . 
2 Ibid., p. 105. There were several other periodicals devoting space to the consideration 
of prophecy. 
рор Ibid., pp. 105-107. 
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4. WaArcHMAN's Duty To HERALD ApvENT.—[In a chapter 
on “The Judgment," Brooks declares: 

“It is the duty of all to call upon thee ‘to fear God and give glory to 
Him, for the hour of his Judgment is come;’ (Rev. xiv.7.) but more 
especially is it the duty of God's ministers. They are placed as watchmen 
in Israel to discern the signs of the times, and to look out whether it be 
a sword coming or peace; and if it be a sword coming, and the watchman 
‘blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword come 
and take away any person from among them, he is taken away in his 
iniquity; but—his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand.’ (Ezek. 
xxxiii.6.)" * 


5. “ANTICHRIST” PREDOMINANTLY APPLIED TO РАРАСҮ.— 
The chapter “On the Antichrist” discusses the essential 
unanimity of the historical “Protestant application of the Man 
of Sin to Popery, and of Babylon to Papal Rome." * He alludes 
to many other expositors who, while applying the little horn 
of Daniel 7 to the Western Antichrist, or the Papacy, also apply 
the horn of Daniel 8 to Mohammedanism, or the Eastern anti- 
christ,” and those so holding are named. 


`6. YEAR-Day PRINCIPLE AND 1260 Years From 533,—In 
the chapter “On Time Mystically Expressed” the development 
of the year-day principle is discussed, Mede being one of the 
principal earlier champions." The section "On the Antichrist” 
most carefully traces the historical position of the church in the 
past—discussing Joachim, Eberhard, Bernard of Clairvaux, 
Olivi, and the Reformers.” The Western and Eastern Anti- 
christ concept is again touched," and the various attempts: to 
fathom the 666 are noted in “The Name of the Beast," whether 
years, a date, or a name." А large list. of prophetic expositors 
completes the volume.” | ' | 

On "The Chronological Prophecies," the evidence in be- 
half of the 1260 year-days, as from 533, is presented, and the ad- 
herents are again named.” 


э Ibid., P. 230. эз Ibid., рр; 391-400. 

* 221014., р. 390. 94 Ibid., р. 353. 
35 Ibid., o. 370-381. On all these see volumes H and 2 5r горе Faith. 
36 Ibid., рр. 391-401. 38 Ibid., pp. 50 ` 


37 Ibid., pp. 436-443. | 39 Ibid., pp. 472-474. 
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ІП. Dictionary of Prophetic Writers Produced 


Brooks' Dictionary of Writers on the Prophecies contains 
"upwards of 2,100 titles" with "occasional descriptions" of 
treatises, together with 500 commentaries on whole books of 
Scripture issued ир to.1834. Author, title, place and name of 
publisher, and editor are given in alphabetical sequence. Origi- 
nally published as an appendix to the Investigator, it is incom- 
parable in the whole range of prophetic literature. Compassing 
not only British authors, but German, American, French, and 
. Spanish as well, it reaches back to embrace and antedate the 
Reformation. The earlier titles are, of course, in Latin. As 
a safeguard, Brooks had the work checked by the learned ex- | 
positors Edward Bickersteth and М. W. Рут. 

Editorship of the Investigator and authorship of prophetic 
works, as well as favorable location in London, gave Brooks 
access to an amazing number of writings on the prophecies." 
It was such access and: such familiarity with the full body of 
prophetic witness that helped hold the sounder British writers 
on prophecy and the advent so clearly on their course. "Their 
` progression was marked in the abandonment of the obvious 
faults of the earlier positions, and in the new and insistent 
emphasis on the 2300 years, as terminating in 1843, 1844, or | 
I847. (Title page of Dictionary reproduced on page 378.) 


IV. Anonymous Tracts Echo the Advent Message 


Between 1831 and 1833 numerous anonymous -tracts ap- 
peared on the second advent and the prophecies. One was 
titled The End of All Things Is at Hand.” After giving a survey 
of world conditions as signs of the times, including the drying up 
of Turkey, the author comes to the prophecy of Daniel 2. An 
interesting pictorial illustration presents progressively the head 


40 Joshua W. Brooks, Dictionary of Writers on the Prophecies, preface, pp. 

41 Although the Advent Source Collection, housed in t е Seventh-day A Bees Theo- 
logical Seminary, Washington, D.C., now has a far larger and more comprehensive assem- 
blage of photostats, microfilms, and originals, this Dictionary is invaluable to the investigator, 

sida marvel for its time. 


42 Undated, but evidently about 1831. 
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of gold, breast and arms of silver, etc. After naming the first three 
kingdoms, he notes the "iron sway" of Rome and the fact that 
but one act yet remains—the destruction of the nations and the 
setting up of the kingdom of God." The writer closes his evi- 
dence with the question, "Are these things so or not?" This is 
a question that thousands were asking. | 

Another was titled T'he Scriptural Doctrine of the Second 
Advent (1833), as presented before "one of the Associations of 
the Edinburgh Young Men's Society." The events attending 
. the advent are portrayed, two of the subheads reading, “ii. The 
Lord cometh to destroy Antichrist,’ and "iii. The Lord cometh 
to destroy the Fourth Monarchy, or Apostate Christendom.” * 

Still another tract was an 1832 reprint of extracts from 
Martin Luther’s sermon on The Signs of Christ’s Coming, and 
of the Last Day (1832). | 

= The last tract that will be noted is one headed Ye Know 

Not When the Master of the House Cometh (1882). Though 
these tracts were printed in different places, their emphasis was 
almost identical. They hold a unique place in the swelling 
chorus of advent witnesses. | | 


V. Nolan-Stresses Day of Atonement and Jubilee Types 


FREDERICK NoLAN (1784-1864), noted linguist and theo- 
logian, was born in Dublin. He was a student at Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, and received a B.C.L. and a D.C.L. from Oxford, 
and later an LL.D. Ordained in 1806, and serving in several 
curacies, he is usually identified as the vicar of Prittlewell, 
Essex. He was prominent and active, became a fellow of the _ 
Royal Society in 1832, and preached the Bampton Lectures in 
. 1838, the Boyle Lectures in 1834, and the Warburton Lectures 
іп 1833-36.5 | 

Nolan was author of several works of a critical and ехро- 
sitional nature, as well as of some against the corruptions of the 


1. 
4“ The Scriptural Doctrine of the Secon p. 24, 25. 
15 Dictionary of National Biography, vol, 14, p. 848) 


48 The End of All Things Is at Hand, рр. 20, 2 
ЫР due nt, 
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church of Rome. The leading titles were Inquiry into the In- 
tegrity of the Greek Vulgate, or Received Text (1815), The 
Expectation Formed by the Assyrians that a Great Deliverer 
Would Appear about the Time of Our Lord’s Advent (1826), 
The Time of the Millennium Investigated (1831), The Analogy. 
of Revelation and Science (1833),° and The Chronological 
Prophecies (1837).^ In addition, he wrote numerous intro- 
ductions to modern languages— French, German, Italian, Span- 
ish, etc. Nolan was stanchly. evangelical and strongly opposed 
to the pro-Catholic Oxford Movement. He frequently appeared 
before learned societies, as with ‘“On-the Antiquity and Con- 
nexion of the Early Cycles," * to which he annexes six chrono- 
logical tables after the example of Scaliger and Petavius, 3 ‘in 
which the first year of Artaxerxes I appears as 465 в.с.“ 

1. SEVENTH SEAL IMAGERY DERIVED FROM ATONEMENT.— 
In his Time of the Millennium (1881), Nolan notes the 6,000- 
year argument, with the seventh thousand years as a Sabbath : 
of rest, which originàted with the rabbinical Jews, "passed into 
‘the Christian Church," and was adopted by the early Fathers.” 
These he cites in detail" The imagery of the seventh seal, he 
contends, was derived from the great Day of Atonement and the 
Jubilee.” “The analogy between this description, and the 
service of the Temple, upon one of the most solemn festivals of 
the Mosaic ceremonial, is so obvious that it has often excited the 
attention of the antiquary and scholar." * 


2. Day or ATONEMENT AND Ногу or HoriEs — Nolan 
stresses the frequent allusions to the “Temple of God" opened 
in heaven, the ark of the tabernacle, the altar, and the incense. 
(Revelation 9 and 15.) These scenes, he insists, represent oc- 
currences "within the precincts of the same celestial structure, nu 
Reference is made not only to the "daily service" but to the 
"peculiar solemnity" of the services on the “great day of Atone- 

s frati: of the Royal Society of Piteratures vol З pp. 170. Parton Hectares: 


49 Ibid., p. 70. 
50 Frederik Nolan, The Time of i uA MET (8,18. 7-15. 


51 


& bid? pp. 14, 15, 108. а ido 
39 


. 
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ment,” performed “by the high priest, in the holiest place of 
the Temple,” and celebrated in the seventh month.” 


3. GREAT SABBATISM CALLED THE MILLENNIUM.—Noting 
also the system of septenaries, with the sabbath of days, of weeks, 
and of months, the Jews also had their sabbaths of years, and a 
great sabbath of the septennial period termed the Jubilee. This 
commenced on the great Day of Atonement and was ushered 
in with the sound of trumpets. This was "considered a type 
of that great sabbatism to which we give the name of the Mil- 
lennium.” Such is the "exact correspondence" between the 
earthly and the heavenly services of the tabernacle. 


_ 4. Gop's THRONE IN HOLY or Houies.—-On the tenth day 
of the seventh month the high priest went alone into the holy 
of holies with the golden censor, hidden from the congregation, 
and this holy of holies with its:ark and mercy-seat represented 
God’s throne.” Such is the “key to the mystic sense of the 
heavenly service," with Christ as our ministering priest.” 


5. TRUMPETS HERALD ATONEMENT-JUBILEE.—The opening 


. of the seventh seal then indicates the opening of the millennium, 


and the Jubilee.” And these transcendent events “are alike: 


` represented to commence with the great Day of Atonement.” 


Moreover, “ап indissoluble link seems to bind them together in 
the rite of the sounding of the trumpets" —the Day of Atone- 
ment, and the Jubilee." 


6. Nor CLEAR ON CHRONOLOGICAL PnoPuxciEs.—In a later 
work, however, on T'he Chronological Prophecies (1837), Nolan 
writes without much clarity or conviction оп the time periods. 
On Daniel 8:14 he remarks that instead of the simple word 
"day," the compound expression “mornings and evenings" is 
used. Because of this he reduces the number 2300 by one half, 
or tò 1150." And the 666 and 1260 years he makes consecutive, 
"and computed from the destruction of Jerusalem”? x 

55 Ibid. вт Ibid., p. 115. 59 Ibid., pp. 120, 121, 

58 Ibid., pp. 110, 111 58 Ibid. pp. 117, 118. € Ibid. p. 121. 


91 Frederick Nolan, The Chronological Prophecies, p. 117. 
62 Ibid., p. 276. 
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VI. Thorp—Sounding of Midnight Cry Hetalds the End 


WiLLiAM THonP (d. 1833)," dissenting minister at Bristol, 
wrote a number of works as listed in the British Museum cata- 
logue. The title having a vital bearing upon our quest is The 
Destinies of the British Empire, and the Duties of British Chris- 
tians at the Present Crisis, published in 1831. It was originally 
a series of lectures. Not only is revealed the keen interest of 
many in the “awfully neglected" study of prophecy, but the 
strong antagonism of others toward its exposition is set forth by 
this sentence in the Preface: ZEN 

“Those excellent men, who in modern times have directed their atten- 
tion to the study of the sacred prophecies, have been vilified, misrepresented, 
and held up to public derision as fools, fanatics, and maniacs.” ** 

Thorp then cites Sir Isaac'Newton as saying that about the 
time of the end, in all probability “а body of men will be raised 
up, who will turn their attention to the prophecies, and insist 
upon their literal Je pretation, in the midst of much clamour 
and opposition.” 


l. Sicus SHED Ілснт on PropHericaL DaArrs.—Holding 
clearly to the Historical scheme of prophetic interpretation for 
the great “chronological prophecies of Daniel, and the Apoca- 
lypse,” Thorp stresses certain “signs” given “as harbingers, an- 
nouncing the speedy appearance of the Son of Man, in the power 
and glory of his kingdom.” ^ Then he says further: 

"By comparing the signs of the times with the numerical prophecies, 
we may know, with certainty, when the awful and glorious day of the Lord 
is rapidly advancing upon us. The great and broad outlines of prophecy 


are obvious to every man who is exercised in the study of the prophetical 
writings, long before the predicted events are fulfilled." ” 


Stressing the "considerable obscurity" that rests upon the 
"prophetical dates," until the consummation should be near, he 
makes his declaration: 


93 The Gentleman’s Magazine, Supplement to Jan.-June, 1833, vol. 103, part 1, p. 650. 
*: William Thorp, The Destinies of the British Empire, and the Duties p ` British 
Christians at the Present Crisis, p. iv. | 


5 Ibid., p. 
в Ibid b. 142. | вт Ibid., pp. 142, 143. 
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“Thus the prophecies of Daniel were closed up and sealed till the . 
time of the end, when the book was to be opened, the seals were to be 
removed, the mysterious dates were to be developed, many were to run to 
and fro, and prophetical knowledge was to be increased. The period 
here foretold, is that in which we are now living; for never since the time 
of the Reformation has there been such deep and intense attention paid 
to the sacred prophecies as within the last thirty or forty years. The seals 
are now being removed, the signs of the times shed a light on the prophetical 
dates, the prophetical dates reflect their light upon the signs of the 
times." ® 


Thorp emphasizes this mutual help of the signs of the times 

"on the prophetical dates," and the prophetical dates upon the: 
signs of the times. 

“The general or discursive predictions lend their beams also to the gen- 

eral stock of information; and, altogether, form- a concentrated body of 


light, visible and conspicuous to all except to those who are wilfully 
blind." ® 


2. DowNrFALL OF Papacy AND TURK IMPENDS.—Among 
the signs, or precursors, "announcing the speedy approach of the 
great day of the Lord," Thorp places first the "present con- 
cussion of the nations." Announcing that mankind had entered 
a new era, with revolution again on the march, he declares that 
these "mighty. revolutions” will terminate in "the downfall of 
the papal kingdoms in the western Roman empire; in the anni- 
hilation of the "Turkish," the "destruction of the heathen na- 
tions," and the "universal establishment of the millennial king- 
dom of our Redeemer.”” ‘Then he adds: . 

“The simultaneous shaking of all the provinces of the Ottoman empire - 
with the convulsions of all the kingdoms of the papacy, is another sign that 
the day of God is advancing. Popery and Mohammedanism—the great 
eastern and western apostacies, rose about the same time; and, about the 


same time, according to the spirit of paper they may be expected to 
fall in one common ruin." * 


3. INFIDELIC SCOURGE Fonxrroi.p IN DANIEL. The "fearful 
progress of infidelity" is given as "another prognostic" of the 
nearness of the end. He continues: 


вв Tbid:, p. 143. 70 Ibid., p. 144 
© Ibid. pp. 143, 144. -71 Ibid., pp. 144, 145. 
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-“Daniel foretold, that when the reign of papal superstition was nearly 
over; at the time of the end, an infidel power should arise, and do accord- 
ing to his will; that he should exalt himself and magnify himself above 
every god, and speak marvellous things against the God of gods; and 
should prosper till the indignation be accomplished. And have we not 
seen in these latter days an atheistical monster rising out of the foetid 
and vermin-producing marshes of the mother of harlots, in a neighbouring 
country; possessed and goaded on by infernal furies, breaking down the 
thrones and overturning the altars of papal superstition; stalking abroad 
among the nations, with portentous strides; trampling upon every thing - 
sacred and divine; shaking the foundations, and tearing the very elements 
of society.” ? 


4. WORLD PROCLAMATION OF GosPEL FINAL Sicn.—After 
referring to the “re-ingrafting of the Jews," Thorp next presents 
the gospel to the heathen world as the next sign of the end of the 
age: | | 

“The propagation of the gospel in heathen lands, to prepare a place 
for the church beyond the limits of the papal empire, before it is broken in 
pieces and annihilated, is another sign indicating the nearness of that 
day. For the gospel of the kingdom, our Lord has told us, must be 
preached in all the world, as a witness to all nations; not, you will observe, 
for the conversion of all nations—for this glorious and immense accession 
to the kingdom of our Redeemer is an achievement reserved for the millen- 
nial age—but as a witness to all nations: and when this witness has gone 
its rounds, then the end of the age, or the present state of things, shall 
come.” "8. 


5. SYMBOLICAL ANGEL Now ом THE WiNc.— Thorp points 
to the societies and organizations bringing this about, and 
couches it all in the prophetic setting of Revelation 14 as one 
of the final signs: 

“The symbolical angel of the Apocalypse, flying in the midst of heaven, 
and shaking eternal blessings from his wings, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach to them that dwell upon the earth. This remarkable sign, moving 
with speed and majesty in the spiritual heaven of the universal church, 
and indicating the coming of the Lord, is visible to all nations; for the 
symbolical angel takes wing immediately before the days of vengeance.” " 

6. SLEEPING CHURCH AROUSED BY HERALDED RETURN.— 
Thorp finally presents the last sign as within the church itself. 
He refers to the parable of the virgins as one of several concern- 


7? Ibid., p. 145. тз Ibid., pp. 148, 149. % [bid., p. 149. 
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ing the second advent, where the state of the church is presented. 
Stressing the cry at midnight, "Behold, the bridegroom cometh," 
he says: 

"The whole professing church, both real Christians and hypocrites, 
is thus represented as falling asleep while the Lord delayeth his coming, 
and roused from its death-like lethargy:by the annunciation of his re- 
turn." 75 

7. MipNicuT Cry Now Brine Hearp.—Asserting that the 
parable characterizes the "present state of the professing 
church," he declares: 

“That circumstance is in itself a proof that the time is near at hand. 


'The midnight cry is now heard; is not his coming, therefore, near, very 
near; even at the door?" ? 


8. Course oF 1260 Years Has Nearty Run Ovur.—Noting 
the sneer of professing Christians as well as the taunts of infidel 
scoffers, in asking, Where is the promise of His coming? Thorp 
stresses this very condition as a sign of the near advent, along 
with the signs among the nations, in the papal church, the Otto- 
man Empire, and the upsurge of infidelity, as well as the proc- 

-lamation of the gospel." To these he adds: 


“The death-like slumber of the church; and the midnight cry that has 
recently been raised, and that is now ringing in the ears of an infidel world, 
and a sleeping church; all indicate that the 1260 years have nearly, at least, 
run out their course. And when ye see these things, know that the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. Of that day and that hour knoweth no man; but 
we may know with certainty, by these signs and these prophecies, that 
it is fast approaching." ® 


9. MipNicuT CRY SOUNDED By THOUSAND VoricEs.— Then 
comes this remarkable assertion: 


“To conclude, the midnight cry is now heard, from a thousand voices; 
behold the bridegroom cometh; he comes in clouds of flaming fire, with all 
his mighty angels taking vengeance. But who may abide the day of his 
coming? Not the unbelieving and impenitent; they shall suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy. Not the hypocrite and the formalist, 
roused from their fatal delusions, when it is too late; like the foolish 
virgins, they shall find the gates of mercy for ever closed against them. 


15 Ibid., p. 157. т Ibid., 158, 159. 
76 Ibid. Р 18 Ibid. i 159. 
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Who shall stand when he appeareth? They who wait for him, and who 
love his appearing, and his kingdom." ? 


Thorp closes with this searching appeal: 


"Go ye out to meet him; shake off the lethargy with which you are 
oppressed; gird your loins; trim your lamps, keep them ever burning and 
shining; be watchful, be sober, and hope unto the end, for the grace which 
shall be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Behold, he 
cometh in clouds of glory! PREPARE MY SOUL TO MEET HIM!” *? 


VIL. Lieutenant Wood—Living in Last Segment of Time 


LIEUTENANT G. H. Woop,” another military man, wrote 
The Believer's Guide to the Study of Unfulfilled Prophecy in 
1829, dealing with the great "Gentile apostasy," the second 
advent, and Christ's millennial reign. The "result of a long and 
diligent study," it seeks to bring "into one connected view" the 
prophetic evidence. 
A.glance over its twenty-four chapters reveals its scope— 
the great apostasy, the second coming, the destruction of the 
wicked, the saving of the elect, the resurrection of the righteous 
dead, the change of the living saints, and the certainty of the 
near approach of the advent. Then follow the ascension and 
preservation from the fiery judgments, the millennial reign 
of the saints, the present earth reduced by fire becoming the new 
` earth wherein the righteous dwell, the loosing of Satan for a short 
season at the end of the millennium, the general resurrection 
of the dead, the last judgment, and finally the everlasting king- 
-dom established on this earth.” | 

1. Great Apostasy FoLLowep By “TIME or EnD. ’ —The 

great apostasy, taking place during the “times of the Gentiles," 
_ leads into the “time of the end," the last time, the last days, 
or end of the world as variously called. Numerous scriptures 
are cited in support.” The signs of the second advent are nu- 
merous, he avers, and are to be studied and understood, and he _ 
cites the admonitions of Christ, Paul, and Peter. ` 
2 Ia. PN 159, 160. 30 Ibid., p. 160. 81 No biographical data available. 


ood, The Believer’s Guide to the Study of fue ulfilled Prophecy, Preface 
- and Contents, pp. ii-iv. | 83 Ibid., 
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2. 1260 ҮкАк$, PapaL Power; 2300 YEARS, JEwisH Opr- 
PRESSION.—As to the time periods, the “1260 days of years" 
are "the time of the power of the papacy," or "oppression of 
the Christian Church by antichrist.” “ The 2300 days of years, 
of Daniel 8:14, are set forth as involving the “treading down 
of the Jews, and their restoration with that of the elect remnant 
of the Christian church, after the destruction of their enemies." * 
No dates are suggested, but familiarity with the positions of 
others is evidenced, and agreement with them is obvious. And 
along with the Antichristian apostasy, the Mohammedan oppres- 
sion is mentioned.” 


3. IN LAST SEGMENT or PROPHETIC TimE.—Allusion is 
also made to the view of some that the 1290 years ended in 
1823, and the last period, the 1335, is "supposed to end a.D. 
1868," when the millennial blessedness shall have begun. The 
events of the latter part of Daniel, Wood holds, have been in part 
fulfilled by the French Revolution, and we now stand at the 
point of Revelation 16:13, when the unclean spirits are to go 
out of the mouth of the pagan dragon, the infidel beast, and. ` 
the papal false prophet. The vials are already being poured 
out, and the second advent will occur immediately after the | 
drying up of the Euphrates, or the "total destruction of the 
Ottoman power and empire." * - | i 

4. RESURRECTION AND TRANSLATION ACCOMPANY ADVENT. 
—Wood held clearly to the literal resurrection of the body 
at the second advent, and to living with Christ on the renewed. 
earth during the millennium. He was also clear on the chang- 
ing and immortalizing of the bodies of the living saints at the 
second advent, citing many texts. In an appendix he marshals 
the supporting testimony of the Fathers of the primitive church, 
the reformers, and the pastors of the Church of England. 


и Ibid., 24, 25. 85 Ibid., p. 26. 86 Ibid, 
87 Ibid., T 26, 27; see also p. 41, E; $ 


CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO 


Bishop Wilson 
Ends 2300 Years in 1847 


Most impressive is the fact that in far-off Madras, India, 
the bishop of Calcutta published a tractate on the 2300 years of 
Daniel 8, in 1836. Keith arises strongly to defend the year-day 
principle under attack from Futurist and Preterist alike. Cox 
and Sirr expound effectively. And Habershon, the architect, 
makes 1843 the focal point of the 2300 years. So the increasing 
stream of witnesses flows on. Here is their testimony. 


I. Bishop Wilson—Dates End of 2300 Years in 1847 


DaniEL WirsoN (1778-1858), well-known bishop of Cal- 
cutta, India, was apprenticed at fourteen to a silk manufacturer. 
He worked from 6 A.M. till 8 p.m., but instead of seeking recre- 

ation, he spent two hours each night studying Latin and Greek, 
and writing essays on Scriptural subjects. In 1797, at the age of 
seventeen, he was soundly converted, adopting Calvinistic 
views. This brought to him a new outlook on life and a desire 
to enter the ministry. At last his father consented and sent 
him to Oxford, but its religious life at the time was at a low 
ebb. Deficient in the classics, Wilson spent whole nights in 
.study, and graduated with first honors, receiving his B.A. in 
. 1802, and his M.A. in 1804+ | 
| Having begun his ministry as curate at Chobham (от Cob- 
А 1 Josiah Batéman, The Life of Daniel Wilson, D.D.; John N. Norton, Life of Bishop 
Wilson; Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 21, pp. 558-560. 
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ham), he returned to Oxford to tutor in St. Edmund's Hall while 
ministering among the farming people. Eventually he was 
made vice-principal of St. Edmund's. In 1811 he went to St. 
John's Chapel, London, where he remained till 1824, and where 
his reputation as an Evangelical preacher increased so greatly 
that the church had to be enlarged. A breakdown from over-- 
work was followed by his vicarage of St. Mary's of Islington. : 
Wilson was ever a hard worker and a powerful organizer, build- 
ing no fewer than three large churches, providing for the spir- 
itual needs of about 6,000 parishioners. 

He took a deep interest in church missionary and Bible 
Society work. His wife died in 1827, and he gladly responded 
to the call to India in 1882, in which year he also received a 
D.D. degree and was consecrated Bishop of Calcutta. His 
service in India was successful and fruitful, but in 1845 he was 
. compelled to return to England for a rest because of jungle 
fever. Though on sick leave, he preached sixty-one sermons, 
in many of them referring to the Tractarian Movement,’ and 
inveighing against it as Romanizing the Church. 

Wilson was the author of many works, six columns in the . 
British Museum catalogue being devoted to his books and to 
books about him. Some were: Catholic Emancipation and 
Protestant. Responsibility (1829); Popery Unchanged; Preach- 
ing Christ Among the Jews; and “Observations on "Tract 90" 
by J. H. Newman," an appendix to The Sufficiency of Holy 
Scripture as the Rule of Faith, 2d. ed., Calcutta, 1841. He was 
a participant in early Albury Park Prophetic Conferences; 
but withdrew from the last conference or two before leaving for 
India. . He preached a total of 5,806 sermons, frequently dwell- 
ing upon prophecy. (Wilson's portrait and the title page of his 
treatise on Daniel appear on the opposite page.) 

1. 2300 Days COMMENCE SvNCHRONOUSLY WITH SEVENTY 
WEEKs.—Wilson’s tractate On the Numbers in Daniel (1836) 

з Edward Miller," History aid Doctrines of mn d Kus 


4 Attributed by various writers to him, though not mentioned in Bateman's The 
Life of Daniel . Wilson. 
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is remarkable for the clarity of its reasoning and its impressive 
conclusions on the dating of the time periods. The focal point 
of Wilson's interest and investigation was the 2300 years of 
Daniel 8:14. To understand this number, Wilson relates how 
Daniel was "first told to separate seventy weeks, or 490 days, 
asa portion of the 2,300 days of the preceding chapter," for 
. the Jews, during which they would "remain in the favour of 
God." * | 
'Тһе order of events of the seventy weeks is portrayed 
by Daniel, the first being the prophesied. -command to restore 
and build Jerusalem. Wilson then mals this impressive de- 
duction: 


“Therefore the seventy weeks commencing with the given [giving] 
forth of this commandment; the 2300 days of the preceding vision, com- 
тепсе also at the same time, for the visions are one” ° 


2. Days or Boru PERIODS ARE YEARS.—After the rebuild- 
ing of Jerusalem, which would occupy seven weeks, or forty- 
nine days, and after sixty-two subsequent weeks, or 434 days, 
Messiah would come and be cut off, and the sacrifices and obla- 
tions of the Mosaic law would cease. Then by the overspreading 
of abominations, the sanctuary will again be made desolate, 
until the consummation of the 2300 days. This proves, Wilson 
argues, that “those numbers meant that days are put for years.” 
Then the desolation should be broken without hand. (Dan. 
8:25.)' Now he adds, "As literal days will not agree with the 
seventy weeks, so neither will it agree with the 2300 days of 
Chapter VIII.” ° 


3. 2300 Years From 453 в.с. To А.р. 1847 —Wilson there- 
fore takes the stand that "the 2300 years are not yet fulfilled," 
as they reach to "the last end of the indignation.” He then 
seeks for that beginning decree for the dating, citing the three 
decrees of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes.’ Dating the seventieth 
week of years from a.D. 30 to 37, and deducting 483 years, he 


5 Daniel Wilson, On The Numbers in Daniel, p. 10. 
8 Ibid. 7 Ibid. 


? Ibid. 
8 Ibid., p. Hl. 2. 
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arrives back at 453 B.c. by that familiar method.” . Then fol- 
lows this conclusion: : 

. “But if the seventy weeks begin 453 years before the Incarnation, the 
2300 beginning at the,same time, -we ascertain their termination merely by 
deducting the years before the incarnation, leaving A.D. 1847, as the time 
when ihe sanctuary shall be cléansed, and the vision be е accomplished—the 
- last end of the indignation. 

“And this. last end shall be the: consequence. of the second coming of 
Christ, as we have already seen in looking to Daniel's expectations; and 
therefore, before the end, Christ shall have already come.” © 

4. LOOKED FoR RESURRECTION "WITHIN 14 YEARS.” — 
Recognizing that ^no man knoweth" the day nor the hour 
when He cometh, Wilson reasoned that these numbers never- 
theless bring one to the time of the last things, the standing 
up of Michael, the time of trouble, the first resurrection, and 
the breaking up of the oppressor by the stone cut out without 
hand.' "To prove that the 2300 years “come to their conclusion 
in 1847” no other data are needed save the demands of the 
prophecy and the fact that “Christ was born 1835 years ago,” 
“and crucified i in the, thirty- fourth hear [year] of his age.” ”? 
According to promise, ‘Daniel was to stand in his lot, being 
raised from the dead to receive the inheritance promised to 
Abraham and his seed, "at the end of the days, which end is 
within fourteen years of the present time.” ” 


5. DESTRUCTION. OF ANTICHRIST AT ‘SECOND ADVENT.—À 
period of great tribulation will precede the second. advent, and 
the "signs shall thicken as the times draw nearer the end." " 
The return of the Jews is, of course, mentioned, and the fall of 
Turkey is'stressed——_the steady loss of its territory being already 
under way.’ The meeting place. of hostile powers is Palestine 
and Syria, with the coming storm hushed but for the season.” 
As the enemies of Christ are gathered under Antichrist, who is 
symbolized by the little horns of Daniel 7:8 and 8:9, his actions 
are’ further described ‘in chapter 11: “The actings of this Anti- 
Christ-are declared in the latter part of Daniel xi. 36, to the 


10 Ibid., p. 12. “12 Ibid., pP. 12, 18. X Ibid., р. 14. 
п. 13 Ibid.. р. ` 15 Ibid., p. 15. 
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end; and he is brought to his end in the glorious holy mountain, 
which is at Jerusalem." ^ | 

6. PRESENT MrssacE TO CHURCH IN REVELATION 14.— 
Wilson describes the descent of Christ to stand on Mount Olivet 
and the destruction of His enemies as portrayed in 2 Thessa- 
lonians 2:8 and Revelation 19:11. This whole series of judg- . 
ments, Wilson says, is forewarned in the instructions to the 
church in Revelation 14. Christ's waiting people are gathered 
to Him, and He totally destroys His enemies. This brief but 
remarkable treatise from India on the approaching close of the 
2300 years and the cleansing of the.sanctuary then concludes 
with this statement: 

“This whole period will be accomplished before the year 1847; and 
thus the probable beginning of it is brought very near indeed: it may 
begin in the course of the present year, for all the preparatory signs are 
around us. And though we know not the day, nor the hour, when it shall 


actually begin, the time for watching and waiting is come; every thing we 
see speaks in the plainest terms,—Prepare to meet thy God.” “ 


IL. Keith—Establishes Papal Little Horn and Year-Day 


ALEXANDER KEITH (1791-1880), Scottish writer on prophecy, 

and minister of St. Cyrus, Kincardineshire, from 1816 to 1840,. 
was born in Aberdeenshire. He was educated at Marischal 
College and the University of Aberdeen, from which he re- 
ceived a B.A. in 1809 and a D.D. in 1833. He was licensed by 
the presbytery in 1813 and ordained in 1816. In 1839 he was 
sent to Palestine and Eastern Europe as a member of the com-’ 
mission to inquire into the state of the Jews, and again visited 
Palestine in 1844. Joining the.Free Church secession movement 
of Scotland, he had his name removed from the roll of the estab- 

lished church іп 1843." 

Keith was distinguished as an author, writing several books 
-on the fulfillment of prophecy. The first important book was 
Evidence of the Truth of the Christian Religion, Derived From 


18 Ibid., р. 18. м Ibid. E 19. 
18 Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 10, pp. 1203, 1204. 
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the Literal Fulfilment of Prophecy (1828). It was patterned 
after the work of Bishop Newton.” The popular interest in 
prophecy at this time may be gauged by the fact that this work 
ran through forty editions, and was published in a number 
of other tongues. Keith wrote one of the strong defenses of the 
year-day principle to meet the spreading fallacies of the Futurist 
interpretation. In 1826 he penned, in two-volumes, The Signs 
of the Times, as Denoted by the Fulfilment of Historical Pre- 
dictions, and later The Harmony of Prophecy; or, Scriptural 
Illustrations of the Apocalypse (1851). His most elaborate work 
was ‘History and Destiny of the World and of the Church (1861). 

1. FIRST VOLUME, ON OLD TESTAMENT PnoPHECY.—-Keith's ` 
first important book, Evidence of the, Truth of the Christian 
Religion, deals solely with Old Testament prophecies, and is 
concerned chiefly with the prophecies of the first advent, the 
destruction of Jerusalem and other cities—such as Babylon 
and Tyre—and the woes on the Jews.” The time of the Mes- 
siah’s advent is given on the basis of the seventy weeks, which 
time period is dated from the seventh of Artaxerxes to the death 
of Christ. Keith’s exposition became a standard in its field. 
The outline prophecy of Daniel 11 is also noted—covering 
Persia, Grecia, Rome, Antichrist, and finally the Turk.” But 
on this it is very brief. 


2. Horn or DANIEL 8 INTERPRETED AS MOHAMMEDANISM.— 
The Signs of the Times ably compasses the visions of Daniel 
2, 7,8, and 11.” Then come the seals and trumpets of the Apoca- 
lypse, the cloud-clothed, rainbow-crowned angel, the Two Wit- 
nesses, the sun-clothed woman, the two beasts, and lastly the 
seven vials.* The standard position on the four kingdoms 
is maintained by Keith, together with the year-day principle." 
The Persian ram, the Grecian goat, and its four horn divisions 
зэ See J. W. Brooks, Dictionary of Writers on the Prophecies, pp. xlvii, xlviii. 
chaps, Py Alexander Keith, Evidence of the Truth of the Christian Religion (1882 ed), 
я Ibid., p. 29. 
Сов Ni рр. nans. The Signs of the Times (1832 ed.), chaps. 2-8, pp. 10-167, 657-661. 


24 Ibid., chaps. 9-29, рр. 168-656; 661- 
5 Ibid., рр. 10-23, 657. 
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are given, but with Mohammedanism as the exceeding great 
horn." In Daniel 11 the Papacy is given a prominent place from 
verse 35 onward, with Turkey introduced in verse 40.” 


3. DIFFERS ON SEALs; CONCURS ON TRUMPETSs.-—In his ex- 
position of the Apocalypse and its seals, Keith differs from others 
in applying the second seal to Mohammedanism and the third to 
“рорегу” in the Dark Ages, with infidelity for the fourth. The 
sixth seal is believed not yet fulfilled.* He gives the standard 
interpretations of the trumpets: the first, Alaric and the Goths; 
the second, Genseric and the Vandals; the third, Attila and the 
Huns; and the fourth, Theodoric and the Ostrogoths? The 
fifth trumpet is the Saracens for their allotted time period;" 
and the sixth trumpet, the Turks that were bound in the 
Euphrates but loosed for 396 years," dated from 1057 to 1453.” 


4. 1260 Years оғ Papacy 529-33 ro 1789-93.—Keith in- 
terprets the angel of Revelation 10 as the Reformation,” and 
the two witnesses are those who testified for God throughout 
the 1260 years.“ The woman of Revelation 12 presents the 
history of the church.” The two beasts of Revelation 13 are 
the commonly interpreted imperial Rome and the papal Rome 
that succeeded it^ And the 1260 years of the papal power are 
dated from 529-33 to 1789-93.” 


5. JusTinian’s DECREE SELECTED From Four.—Keith dis- 
tinguishes sharply between the edicts of the emperors Gratian 
and Valentinian, in 378-79, those of Theodosius and Valentinian. 
III, in 445, and the final authorization by Justinian in his im- 
perial letter of 533 and the confirmations of the Novellae, simply 
renewed by Phocas in 606." Such is his succinct reasoning and 
marshaled evidence, drawn much from Croly, in behalf of the be- 
ginning of the 1260 years under Justinian. The vials, extending 
from 1782 to 1831, are applied to the French Revolution, the 


зв Ibid., pp. 23-43, 657 зз Ibid., рр. 362-393, 668, 669. 
21 Ibid.. pp. 81-167, 660, 661. 86 Ibid., pp. 393-410, 669. 
з Ibid., pp. 168-216, 661-663. 35 Ibid., рр. 410-425, 669. 
2 Ibid” bp. 211-260: 663-665. зв Ibid., pp. 425-445, 670. 
30 [bi 269-298, 665, 666 31 Ibid., pp. 445-451, 640. 


Ibid., рр. ; 
з1 396—365 4-30-F- 1. зв Ibid., pp. 91-98. 
32 Ibid., pp. 298-359, 666, 667. : 
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fifth vial being directed against the Catholic kingdoms, and the 
sixth against Turkey, and involving its disintegration." 


6. 2300 Years DATED From 480 в.с. то Ар. 1820.—At the 
very close Keith discusses the ending of the 2300 years and the 
cleansing of the sanctuary through the related delivery of Jeru- 
salem from Mohammedan tyranny— "the place of which was. 
trodden down by the Turks." ^ He oddly dates the beginning 
from the invasion of Greece by Xerxes, in 480 B.c., and ends it 
іп a.D. 1820.^ The thirty years between the expiration of the 
1260 and the 1290 years are taken as an interval leading to the 
completion of the 2300 years." Then follows this meaningtul 
statement: 

"May we not look again to the times and the seasons that are passed, 
and see whether the period may not be commenced for the cleansing of the 
sanctuary as well as of the sitting of the judgment? We have seen how, 
after a time of previous repose, uninterrupted and accumulating calamities 


have beset the Turkish empire, 'melted away' its armies, 'drained' its 
population, and depopulated its cities, since the year 1820.” * 


7. FINAL EVENTS, ADVENT, AND New Eartu.—In his The 
` Harmony of Prophecy, Keith emphasizes the fulfillment of the 
sixth seal at the very end of human affairs—at the time of the 
second advent, when Babylon comes in remembrance 
before God.“ The seventh trump is placed at the same time, 
together with the harvest and wine press, and the first resur- 
rection.” Then follows a paralleling of certain prophecies of 
Christ, Moses, David, Isaiah, and Habakkuk, with those of the 
Revelation.” The last part of the work discusses the kingdom, 
and the two resurrections, separated by the thousand years." 
Then follow the executive judgment and the new earth.” 


8. LITTLE Horn’s IDENTITY ESTABLISHED BY EVIDENCE.— 
Keith's last and most pretentious work, T'he History and Destiny 
of the World and of the Church, deals entirely with the four 
empires of prophecy in Daniel and the Apocalypse, indentifying 


зә Ibid, pp. 461-656, 671-673. > 86 Ibid., РР; 1005 289. 
40 Ibid., pp. 636-639. 43 Ibid., є Ibid., p. 290 ff 

. ^ Ibid., рр, 6 638, 639. “4 Wie Rien Reith, The Harmony of Prophecy. рр. 56, 57. 
42 Ibid., p. 45 Ibid., pp. 72-75. 5 ff. 
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Daniel's fourth power with John's dragon and beast, and 
Daniel's little horn with the two-horned beast of John's vision— 
both representing the Roman apostasy and the woman in purple 
. and scarlet. This treatise is thoroughly ‘documented, and il- 
lustrated with coins and medallions from Grecia onward. 
There is much detailed history of great value in critical study. 

He gives paralleling columns of the texts in Daniel 2 and 
7, and Revelation 12, 13, and 17, bearing on Rome,” and deals 
similarly with the papal Antichrist, in Daniel 7 and 11, 2 Thes-. 
salonians 2, and Revelation 13 and 17." Papal medallions 
illustrate the terms and specifications of the “еуез” of the horn," 
and the boastful and blasphemous claims.” In support of the 
fearful persecutions there are extensive footnote excerpts from 
the sources.” The time of the Little Horn is stil! set as from 
529-33 to 1789-93." 


9. PAPAL IDENTITY” бйр BY MEDALLIONS.—The 
witness of the Roman Catholics is constantly drawn upon to 
establish the fulfillment of particular specifications of Daniel 
7 and 11, 2 Thessalonians 2, and Revelation 13 and 17” ‘The 
beasts of Revelation are minutely compared with the fourth 
beast of Daniel,” in the light of Romish declarations and claims. 
All through these chapters authentic medallions illustrate the 
contentions.” Even the garments of scarlet and purple of Reve- 
lation 17 are illustrated in color.^ Altogether it is a scholarly 
and really classical work—establishing beyond peradventure. 
the thesis that the Papacy: is the power symbolized by Daniel, 
Paul, and John. 


III. Cox—Opposers Crushed Ere Kingdom Established 


Jonn Cox (1802-1878) was a dissenting Baptist minister 
of Woolwich. He wrote A Millenarian's Answer of the Hope 
That Is in Him (3d ed., 1832), and Thoughts on the Coming 


49 Alexander Keith, The History gnd one optie the Wong and of ti the Vi Ps 132. 

50 Ibid., p. 148. 5% Ibid., pp. 330-349. 
51 Ibid., pp. 167, 168. ы Id" Bp. 209- DA 5T Ibid., i» 350-403, 
82 Ibid., pp. 174; 175. 55 Ibid., pp. 229-313. 58 Ibid., pp. 420, 432. 
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and Kingdom of Our Lord Jesus Christ (2d ed., 1839). In the 
latter book Cox notes with regret the "strong tide of prejudice" 
against the premillennial coming of Christ, the first resur- 
rection, the reign of the saints with Christ, and the renovation 
of creation—so strong that "many good people will scarcely hear 
these things mentioned." " Throughout his pages Cox alludes 
frequently to Cuninghame, Way, Begg, Bickersteth, and other 
expositors. 


1. Popery Must First ВЕ OvzrenTURNED.— This | work, 
strongly and conclusively maintaining the premillennial view, 
is devoted largely to the “events which must occur previous to 
the setting up of the kingdom of Christ." " First, “Popery 
must be entirely destroyed." " Denominating the Papacy 
"Satan's masterpiece," ® Cox surveys the various symbols, be- 
ginning with the appellation of "Babylon," in Revelation 17." 

It is also the little horn of Daniel 7, subduing three kings, 
and wearing out the saints for a period of 1260 years." · It is the 
second beast of Revelation 13—the first being the Roman Em- 
pire—and is the same as the false prophet of Revelation 19. 
Then the infidelic upheaval of the French Revolution is noted 
in Revelation 11." But it is after the career of the Papacy that 
the Son of man comes in the clouds, as indicated in Daniel 7, 
Matthew 24, and other scriptures, especially 2 Thessalonians 2." 


2. MoHAMMEDANISM Must Next Be DrsrRovED.— Second, 
Mohammedanism must also be destroyed" Revelation 9 de- 
scribes "the character and actions of the dreadful power" —the 
Saracens in verses 1-11, and the Turks in verses 12-21. Some 
consider its destruction also indicated in Daniel 11:36-45." Сох 
mentions the difference of view regarding the horn of Daniel 
8, some holding it to be Mohammedanism. But the clearest 
reference of all is in Revelation 16. The “sixth trumpet calls 
the Turks into political existence," and the "sixth vial extermi- 
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nates, their power from the prophetical earth." * The Варнава 
in both instances stands for the Turkish power. 


3. DESTRUCTION OF TEN КімСромѕ PRecEpEs.— TI he, de- 
struction of the ten kingdoms is the next major premillennial 
event Cox marshals. In this he enumerates the four powers of 
Daniel 7— Babylon, Medo-Persia, Grecia, and Rome, which 
latter still continues in the nations of Europe.” And in Daniel 2 
the same outline terminates with the stone smiting the toes of the 
image, and filling the earth.” Armageddon wil] occur at this 
time.” And as is customary with virtually all English writers 
of this period, Cox includes the return of the Jews.” 

4. BINDING ОЕ SATAN PRECEDES MILLENNIUM.—Lastly, Cox 
lists the "binding of Satan.” This event will not take place in 
the present dispensation, but at the beginning of the next." 
Such is the prophetic picture painted by Cox in discussing the 
coming and kingdom of Christ. 

5. Brast’s DESTRUCTION AND THE First RESURRECTION.—In 
his Millenarian's Answer of the Hope That Is in Him, Cox sets 
forth, as the first proposition of his premillennial hope, the 
destruction of Antichrist, "with all its abettors and helpers," and 
the crushing of all tyrannical governments— particularly those 
"which constitute the last Beast of Daniel, or the Roman Em- 
pire." ^ He holds that the resurrection of the righteous will pre- 
cede, and the general resurrection follow, the thousand years." 
These points he elaborates. 

6. PROPHETIC DEPICTION ОЕ PAPACY 2m discussing Daniel 
7, Cox declares it to be a "history of the prophetic earth," from 
Babylon on to the establishment of the kingdom of Christ. The 
same four powers of Babylon, Medo-Persia, Grecia, and Rome, 
the ten divisions, and the little horn, with its period of three and: 
a half times, draws this comment: "It is allowed on all hands that. 
the papacy is clearly pointed out in this description." * 
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7. DESOLATION OF KINGDOMS AND RUIN OF TuRK.—The 
second personal advent of Christ will accompany the desolation 
of. earthly kingdoms, “including the papal power whose abom- 
inations are the grand cause of this destruction," "^. And the . 
power of the latter part of Daniel 11 may be the Turk, which 
will come to his end with none to help.” 

8. PROPHETIC EVENTS OF THE FIRST AND SECOND Ains — 
The prophecy of the seventy weeks, leading to the first advent 
with its attendant features, is duly noted, and then the prophe- 
cies of the second advent? Next, the numerous passages bearing 
on the events clustering around the second advent and the mil- 
lennium are discussed at length.” 

9. PREMILLENNIALISM Is Hisroric Hope or CHURCH.— The 
last part of the pamphlet traces the history of premillennialism 
from the early centuries onward.’ In order to show the senti- 
ments of the Reformers, Cox cites the Catechism of the Church 
of England, of 1553, which declares the stone is not yet hewed 
out óf the mountain to bring to nought the image of Daniel 2, 
and Antichrist is not yet slain.” Similarly the Baptist Confession 
of 1660 is quoted in support of premillennialism.* 

From there he passes on to the.time of Mede, Twisse, 
Ussher, Isaac Newton; Goodwin, Hussey, Gill, Toplady, and 
many others. In other words, premillennialism was "received 
by the primitive church, and has been.espoused by the wisest 
and best of mankind." And now the leading topic‘of the faith- 
ful is that "he will come again to set up a kingdom, to avenge 
his church, and reign with his saints," despite the doubts of the 
scoffer and the contrary assertions of false stewards.“ So Cox 
was an undeviating premillennialist. 


IV. Sirr-Resurrection Grand Accompaniment of Advent 


| ]о$ЕРн D’Arcy Ѕікк (1794-1868), Irish biographer, was | 
a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, receiving a B.A. in 1812, 
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an M.A. in 1828, and the B.D. and D.D. degrees in 1848. He was 
rector of Ringwood, Morestead, and Kilcoleman, Ireland. 
He was author of several religious works, including a useful 
"Life of Archbishop Usher"? prefixed to the archbishop's 
Religion of the Ancient Irish (1835). Sirr's three books on 
prophecy were The Deluge a Type of the Conflagration (1882), 
The First Resurrection Considered (1833), and Westport Dar- 
byism Exposed (1848). 

1. FIRST RESURRECTION ACCOMPANIES ADVENT.— The writ- 
ing of The First Resurrection was occasioned by a treatise pub- 
lished by a Mr. H. Gipps, LL.B. Sirr replied by asserting that 
the second advent strain runs all through the Old Testament, 
as well as the New, and supported his contention with a com- 
prehensive survey of textual evidence.” Chiefest among his 
ten arguments is the one that tlie first resurrection is the grand 
accompaniment of the second advent" After introducing the 
millennium Sirr turns to a discussion of the parables bearing on 
the advent? "Then he takes up the transfiguration as a type 
of the Coming One." 


2. PAPAL JEZEBEL DESTROYED AT Ае —The prophetic ` 
symbols of Daniel, Paul, and John are frequently brought into 
the picture. In discussing the Jezebel of the Thyatira church 
of Revelation 2, Sirr asserts she is the “very counterpart” of the 
"woman that rideth the beast, Rev. xvii. She is the apostate 
church, with whom spiritual fornication is committed." And 
"she is to be desolated by the ten horns.” And from all this, 
Sirr adds, "it is quite obvious that it is to the second advent 
of the Lord Jesus we are referred." " He declares that the con- 
ditions of the Laodicean church also represent the “last days" 
before the second advent.” 


- 3. JEwisH КАСЕ Nor то Pass Тил, FULFILLMENT.—]n an 
appendix, пинен а ччегу concerning the statement, “This 
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generation shall not pass," in Christ's great prophecy, Sirr at- 
tempts to show from. a number of similar uses of the original 
Greek term (genea) that it indicates the "Tewish Race," which 
would not pass till the full accomplishment—and pointing to 
their remarkable continuance as a race for nearly eighteen cen- 
turies.” They would be preserved through all the long desola- 
tions, and not cease from being a distinct race while being 
trodden down by the Gentilé powers, even under the Inquisition 
—and would so continue till the day of the APPRIME of the 
Son of man. 


4. Way FourtH Empire (Коме) Is CALLED BABYLON.— 
Discussing the "prophetic earth," symbolized by the statue of 
Daniel 2—the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Latin, 
or Roman, kingdoms— Sirr remarks: “These different kings and 
kingdoms being represented by the component parts of a human 
body of gigantic size" are marked with "coexistence and con- 
nexion" of the parts. That, he avers, is why Rome is called 
Babylon. | 


"From this mode of considering these four kingdoms (viz. the Baby- 
lonian, the Medo-Persian, the Grecian and the Roman)—as component 
parts of one larger kingdom, it results that both in the Old and in the New 
Testaments, Rome (which is represented by the legs and feet of the image) 
is called Babylon, (which is the ‘head of it:) Because, in the mind of the 
Holy Spirit, which embraces, under one glance, the whole series of the 
times of the kingdoms represented in the image, the empire of Babylon 
was but the beginning of the Roman empire, as the head was but the upper 
part of the image, while the Roman empire in its turn was nothing else 
but Babylon in its development, as the legs and feet were but the comple- 
tion’ of the image." % 


Then he refers to the succession of angels with the varying 
messages, as Babylon is brought to judgment and hopeless ruin." 


5. LANGUAGE DETERMINES DISTINCTIVE EMPIRE LIMITS.— 
Sirr's comments on the distinctive geographical location of each 
of the four monarchies, as determined by the languages peculiar 
to each, are interesting. First, there came the Chaldean, then 
the Persian, and next the Greek, throughout Egypt, Syria, Asia 
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Minor, Thrace, and Macedonia as far as the Danube. Finally, 
the Latin prevailed in Africa as far as Mount Atlas, and in 
Europe from the west bank of the Rhine and the whole right 
bank of the Danube to the Mediterranean to the ocean. The 
French, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese are simply so many 
different corruptions of the Latin, and the religious worship. 
in these countries is performed in Latin by the Roman Catho- . 
lics.” | 

6. Kincpom To Saints ForLows SATAN'S BiNDING.— Sirr 
concludes by showing that the Catholic Church has sought to 
usurp God's kingdom and church. But when the devil is bound. 
at the beginning of the millennium, at the advent, then the 
` dominion and greatness of the kingdom shall be given to the 
saints for ever." 


V. Architect Habershon—1843 Focal Point of 2300 Years 


Marrukw HaBEnsHON (1789-1852), noted church architect 
and able lay writer on prophecy, designed churches at various 
places in Derbyshire. In 1806 he connected with Atkinson, 
the architect, and was an occasional exhibitor at the Royal 
Academy between 1807 and 1827. Soon after this he became 
deeply interested in prophecy. In. 1842 he visited Jerusalem 
in behalf of the London Society for Promoting Christianity 
Amongst the Jews—an object which also greatly interested him 
—to arrange for the erection of the Anglican Cathedral and other 
buildings connected with the mission. On his way home in 1848 
the king of Prussia conferred on him the great gold medal for 
achievement in science and literature." 

Habershon appeared as a new and able dence: of the 
2300-year interpretation. A sober-minded writer, building on 
the solid terra firma of historical and chronological fact, he 
stressed the continual fulfillment of prophecy before the. eyes 
of men. His chart of Scripture prophecy was most comprehen- 
sive. He made 1843-44 the focal point of the 2300 years, and 
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of the 391 as well, but had the 1335 years extend seventy-five 
years beyond. 

Habershon was author of seven books on prophecy, and 
was widely quoted by others, such as Pym and Bickersteth. The : 
titles indicate the scope: A Dissertation on the Prophetic Scrip- 
tures (1834), A Guide to the Study of Chronological Prophecy 
(1835), Premillennial Hymns. (1836), An Epitome of Prophetic 
Truth (1841), An Historical Exposition of Prophecies of the | 
Revelation of St; John, shewing their connection with Those of 
Daniel (1841), Two Remarkable Signs of the Times (1842), 
The Shadows of the Evening: or the Signs of the Lord's Speedy 
Return (1845). He also wrote a memoir of the author and a 
preface to Charles Daubuz's Symbolical Dictionary (1842). 

1. 2300 YrAns DATED From 457 в.с. TO А.р. 1843. —In his 
Historical Dissertation on the Prophetic Scriptures of the Old 
Testament, Habershon deals in "Period VI" with the 2300 years, 
charting them “from 457 s.c. To A.D. 1843," and beginning them 
with the “Edict of the seventh year of Artaxerxes, 457." * Not- 
ing the antecedent decrees of Cyrus and Darius, Habershon 
says: 

"I have no hesitation in giving it the preference on this occasion; 
and therefore consider the edict given to Ezra, as that from which the com- 
mencement of these 2300 years ought to be dated." °% 

2. Емрѕ SEVEN TIMES or GENTILES IN 1848.—Habershon 
ties in the seven times (or 2520 years) with the 2300 years by 
beginning the longer period in 677 в.с.: 


“The final termination of the ‘seven times’ was proved to correspond 
exactly to this year—that is, 2520 years, reckoned from 677 B.C. the date 
of Israel's final ruin; and 2300 years, reckoned from Ezra's commission in 
457 B.C., both terminate in the year 1843." '? 


Observing that this leads to the "time of the end," he con- 
cludes: 


“The mere ‚ probability of such great events being now so' near, should 
excite us all to increasing watchfulness, and an anxiety to possess an interest 
in that only ark of safety which i is to be found in the Gospel." ™ — 
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3. PLaces 1260 Years From 533 ro 1793.—“Period VII,” 
the "great period of 1260 years," Habershon puts "from A.D. 
533 to 1793." "* After noting four possible starting points, he 
records his choice of 533, citing Cuninghame and Croly. 

"In choosing between these two I feel no hesitation, with the great 
majority of modern commentators, in giving a preference to the one of the 
Emperor Justinian, rather than that of Phocas; and assigning the date of 
his edict, which was March 533, as the true and proper commencement of 


this period, and the time when the saints were delivered or given" into 
the hands of the Pope. zm 


4. TABULAR Daring or Key PROPHETIC Events. ahi a 
table of key dates at the close of his work, Habershon lists among 
other dates, 677-76 в.с. ("Esarhaddon carries away the small 
remnant of Israel . . . and thus totally and finally destroys the 
kingdom of Israel from being a nation"), as "the commence- 
ment of ‘the times of the Gentiles, " or 2520 years." Later on 
comes 457-56 в.с. ("celebrated decree of Artaxerxes Longimanus 
king of Persia to Ezra"). Under this Habershon lists: 

"]. The commencement of the 'Fourth Period, or the 490 years' 
prophecy of Daniel, to the death of Christ. 


"2. 'The commencement of the 'Sixth Period,' or the 2300 years, to the 
restoration of the Jews and cleansing of the sanctuary." '* 


Under А.р. 33-34 (“The Death of Christ") he writes, “This 
great event forms the termination of the ‘Fourth кено or the 
490 years of Daniel." '= 

Then, following the years 396, 433, 439, and 476 for the first 
four trumpets," the date 533 ("the edict of the Emperor Jus- 
tinian constituting the Pope head of all the holy churches; thus 
giving the ‘saints into his hands’ ") is given as the "commence 
ment of the Great Period of 1260 years." ™® The year 1453 (the 
capture of Constantinople) is noted as the time of the "sounding 
of the Sixth Trumpet.” '* 

The year 1793 (“the full maturity of the French Revolu- 
tion," the Reign of Terror) is given as the termination of the 
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1260 years," and 1843-44 (termination of the 2300 years) is 
noted as "the fall of the ‘little horn’ of Mohammedanism—the 
cleansing of the Jewish Sanctuary." ™ 

5. SUPPLEMENTAL Dates ARE LisrEp.—l1n the second, or 
1840, edition, the chapter arrangement is perfected and the state- 
ments amplified; but the arguments and the datings remain the 
same. With the 1260 years there is also a tabulation of 1260 
years from the formation of the ten papal kingdoms "to their 
common destruction," as from 583-84 to 1843-44. Chapter 10, 
which is devoted to detailed and conclusive evidence for the 
533 beginning of the 1260 years of the papal era, cites many of 
the ablest past and contemporary expositors? Various tabula- 
tions, such as Ptolemy's king list, and that of the Eastern and 
Western Roman emperors, are helpful." A comprehensive 
chart plots the relationship of the “times of the Gentiles,” the 
2300 years, as well as the seventy weeks beginning synchro- 
nously with the 2300 years, the fifth and sixth woe periods, and 
the 1260 years. As with others, Habershon extends the 1290- 
and the 1335-year periods beyond the synchronous close of the 
1260-, 2300-, and 391-year periods, suggesting possible dates."* 

6. BACKGROUND FoR TRUMPETS IN DANIEL 7 AND 8.—In his 
Historical Exposition of the Prophecies of the Revelation of 
$t; John, Habershon confines himself largely to the seals and the 
trumpets. In the Introduction he alludes to Rome as the fourth 
empire, the ten divisions, the springing up of the “little papal 
Horn” in the midst of the ten, in Daniel 7, and of the “Moham- 
medan little horn” of Daniel 8.^ The French Revolution is 
included under the “present signs of the Times,” along with 
the breaking of the Mohammedan little horn "without hand." ?" 

7. SEVEN SEALS DEPICT ÁPosTAsv IN CHURCH.—Coming to 
the seals, Habershon depicts them as "showing the gradual prog- 
ress of the frightful'apostasy of the church of Christ," ™ and 
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therefore covering the Christian Era. First, the triumph of 
Christianity, and then the corruption of the church, in the first 
four seals.^ Then, under the fifth and sixth seals, the "partial 
recovery of the church at the Reformation," followed by "the 
actings of infidelity as exhibited in the consequences of the 
French Revolution.” ™® "Phe seventh seal creates— 

“a solemn pause—the nations awaiting in anxious and tremulous suspense 
the blow that is to cause their extinction, the extinction of the ten-king- . 


domed Roman empire—and with that, that of the great image of Daniel, 
the last of the Gentile monarchies of the world!" ° 


8. EARLY ‘TRUMPETS BARBARIAN INVASION OF ROME.— 
Habershon defines the seven trumpets as “the judgments of God 
upon the [Western] Roman empire” by the “terrible invasions 
of the Goths, Vandals, Huns, and other Barbarians.” ™ Con- 
tending that the trumpet is a “signal of hostile invasion,” he 
gives the customary exposition of the first four trumpets as in- 
volving Alaric and his Goths, Attila and the Huns, Genseric and 
his Vandals, and Odoacer and the Неги.” 


9. FirTH TRUMPET Is SARACENIC Wok (612-762).—The 
fifth trumpet is portrayed as the “judgments of God upon the 
[Eastern] Roman Empire, by the Saracens, or the rise of Ma- 
homet.” *” ‘This first of the woe trumpets, which were to be 
proclaimed to all the inhabitants of the earth, “plainly intimates 
that the calamities of the remaining trumpets shall be greater and 
more terrible, and refer to events of yet higher importance, than 
the former ones." ^ Citing the testimony of Gibbon, “decided 
enemy of Christianity," he quotes: "Mahomet, with the sword 
in one hand and the Koran in the other, erected his throne on the — 
ruins of Christianity and of Коте” = After expounding the 
various characteristics, Habershon times their "five months," or 
150 years, from 612 to 762.” "шр 


10. SIXTH TRUMPET OsMANLI Turks (1453-1844).—ТһҺе 
sixth trumpet, or second WOE Materhon expounds as “the rise 


118 Ihid., pp. 49-59. эй Ibid., p. 117. 124 Ibid., р. 146, 
19 Thid., рр. 71, 86. 122 Ibid PP: 128-143. 125 Ibid. PP 148, 149. 
эю bid., p. 113. эз Thid., p. 145. 1% Tid., р. 167. 


. WILSON ENDS 2300 YEARS IN 1847 637. 


and establishment of the Turks, or Ottomans." " Later he adds, 
"It may indeed be said, that there is no one part of the Revela- 
tion in which there exists so unanimous an agreement as that 
the Turks were the second woe." ? "The "restraint caused by 
the crusades" being removed, the Ottoman Empire arose in the 
latter part of the thirteenth century, and Habershon notes Gib- 
bon's famous date of July 27, 1299, for Othman's invasion of 
Nicomedia.” After the defeat of the Latins and the Tartars, 
the fall of Constantinople was accomplished in 1453." Haber- 
shon comments on the "precision and minuteness” with which 
the period of its continuance is made. The very omission of a 
week in the formula “shews design,” and he states: 
“The usual mode of prophetic computation, which has already been 
explained and applied, is still to be adhered to. This will bring the: hour, 


the day, the month, and the year, to 391 prophetic days, which are conse- 
quently to be considered as years." ™ ; 


Lt. Hour, Dav, MONTA, AND YEAR Is 391 YEARs.—After ex- 
pounding the various symbolic expressions, Habershon says of: 
the appointed duration: | 

"It is not extravagant to believe, that that fall may take place at the 
termination of the period, as set forth in this prophecy; and which termina- 
tion, reckoning 391 years ('the hour, and the day, and the month, and the 


year,) from the fall of. Constantinople о on the 29th May 1453, will tappen 
in June 1844." 


Habershon then brings the fall of the Papacy into connec- 
tion with "the ceasing of the sixth trumpet; and with the open- 
ing of the seventh seal." ™ Не applies the "time shall be no 
longer" to the close of the prophetic period of the 1260 years." 


12. ALL Емремсеѕ Point то 1844.— The great revolution, 
as the tenth part of the city falls, discloses “the events of the 
French Revolution." * Habershon now awaits the close of.the 
391 years, as dated from 1453. “No period of time," he avers, 
"appears to be more clearly marked." * 


127 Ibid., р. 171. . 339 Ibid., р. 184. 1333 Ibid., p. 199. 
X8 Ihid., p. 297. 191 Ibid., р. 185. 134 Ibid., p. 208. 
129 [bid., p. 182. 182 Ihid., р. 194- 38 Ibid., p. 277. 


338 Ibid., p. 281. 


D 


638 . PROPHETIC FAITH 

“There appears to be no presumption in the attempt to direct the 
anxious mind to the chronological periods which God has given, and to in- 
quire how far they support these anticipations. I have done so, as have 
likewise almost all that have gone before me in these studies; and the 
results of my inquiries, as they run throughout the whole of this work, 
and as they appear in the chronological chart in my former work, must, 
by this time, be familiar to the reader. . It will be perceived they all point 
to a very early period, the year 1844; and although it is fashionable to 
object to the fixing of dates, yet so long as it is said, 'things that are revealed 
belong to us and to our children for ever, I see not on what sufficient 
ground.” ** 


In support he quotes Charles Buck in his Theological Dic- 
tionary, published more than thirty years before: 


“The late Rev. Charles Buck, in his valuable Theological Dictionary, 
published above thirty years ago, seems to have seen it aright; and I men- 
tion it more especially, as being the opinion of a Dissenting minister of 
high consideration. “The four angels were loosed, says the prediction, 
verse 18th, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and 
a year, for to slay the third part of men. This period, in the language of 
prophecy, makes 391 years, which being added to the year when the four 
angels were loosed, (prepared) will bring us down to 1844, or thereabouts, 
for the final destruction of the Mahometan empire.’ ” 1% 

13. DANIEL INVOLVED iN CLosinG ScENES.—Habershon 
. concludes by discussing the third woe as involving “the last sol- 
emn judgment on the Western nations,” as well as the first resur- 
rection—then the establishment of the kingdom of Christ.” ** 
In this connection he introduces the closing scenes of Daniel 


11," and the last great struggle of Revelation 19." 


14. Enps TunxisH 391 YrAns iN 1844. —In the introduction 
to Pre-Millennial Hymns (1841), "An Epitome of Prophetic 
Truth" Habershon refers to the prophecies as having "latterly 
occupied the solemn consideration óf many among us," and as 
having attracted "the deep attention of the church at the 
present time, under a persuasion that the accomplishment of 
judgments predicted is nigh at hand, and will be witnessed by 
the existing generation." ^ Alluding to his own day as within 
the “time of the end," and the close of the 2300 years in 1844, he 
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again adverts to the 391 years of the Turkish woe.” This he 
once more dates from the fall of Constantinople in 1453, with 
the 391 years extending to 1844.“ 

15. FINAL EvENTS or РКОРНЕСҮ IMpEND.—Habershon then 

observes: . | | 

“Taking for granted that such calculation is correct, the time will then 
‘have arrived when ‘the second woe will be past,’ and the moment of which 
it is emphatically said, ‘Behold, the third woe cometh quickly.’ ” ** 

The last woe will bring with it the fall of the papal king- 
dom, at the same general time as the fall of the Ottoman power. 
This being true, “ ‘the great Tribulation’ must be very near its 
commencement!” “* 

The revealing titles of the hymns include “The Word of 
Prophecy,” “Тһе two Witnesses,” “The Sealing of the People of 
God," “The Kingdom of the ‘Beast, ” .““The Doom of the 
‘Beast,’ " “The ‘Man of Sin,’ " “The Church in the Wilderness," 
“The Lord is at Hand," “The Bridegroom cometh,” “Babylon 
the .Great,” "The Fall of Babylon," “The Battle of Armaged- 
don,” “Christ the King of Glory," and "The New Jerusalem.” 
Surely, this was a unique hymnal, supporting the spoken and 
written advent message. This, be it remembered, was the wit- 
' ness of an architect. ' 


ээ be 


мз Ibid., pp. 15, 16. “ Ibid., p-26- мв Ibid, 
1 id., p. 47. 


CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE 


A Feminine Touch 


on the Prophecies 


I. Charlotte Elizabeth-Weaves Prophetic Thread Through 
` Writings 


CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH [Tonna] (1790-1846), -gifted mis- 
cellaneous writer and editor, was born in Norwich, her father. 
being an English rector. In her youth she was deprived of her 
sight for months following eyestrain from excessive study. 
Leaning toward:a literary vocation, she resolved to become a 
novel writer. But her plans were changed when she married 
Captain George Phelan and later moved to Ireland. While . 
there she wrote a tract for the Dublin Tract Society. Then she 
began to write in earnest, under her given names. After five 
years in Ireland she moved to Clifton, where she continued her 
literary work. | ' - 

Charlotte Elizabeth is listed as the author of thirty works, 
two and a half columns being required in the British Museum 
catalogue for her numerous writings, some of which involved 
much research. In 1834 she founded the Christian Lady's Maga- 
zine, which she continued to edit until her death. In 1837 she 
published an abridgment of Foxe's Book of Martyrs, in two 
volumes. She was editor of the Protestant Annual in 1840, and of 
the Protestant Magazine from 1841 until her death in 1846. 


She was a "very successful religious writer," * and her in- 

1 Née Browne; married Captain Phelan, then Tonna. 

? Obituary, The Gentleman’s Magazine, October, 1846 (New Series, vol. 26), p. 433; 
Lewis H. J. Tonna, A Memoir of Charlotte Elizabeth, pp. 10, 11. ° 


640 


FEMININE TOUCH ON PROPHECIES 641 


fluence was widely felt. Strongly Evangelical in her views, she 
wrote a number of anti-Catholic tracts and Orange songs, in- 
cluding “The Maiden City," which became quite popular.’ 
Because of her hostility to the Church of Rome, some of her 
works were placed on the Index Expurgatorius^ Her writings 
were denounced and forbidden by the archbishop of Sienna. 
Her last work was War With the Saints—the story of the cru- 
sades against the Albigenses and Waldenses. She possessed a 
rather elegant pen style and was one of the very few women in 
Britain to write on prophecy in the nineteenth-century Advent 
' Awakening. She suffered from cancer the last eighteen months 
of her life, at which time she developed a roll-of-paper apparatus 
for her writing, so that her manuscripts were literally written 
“by the yard." * | 
In her Personal Recollections, in 1841, Charlotte Elizabeth 
tells first of her opposition to, and then of her wholehearted | 
acceptance of, premillennialism.’ Her paths had crossed those 
. of. Joseph Wolff, missionary herald of the advent. There was 
a struggle in England over greater British recognition of the 
Papacy—the "healing measure" of 1829" The wrong of renew- 
ing "the ancient alliance with Antichrist,” and of giving “the 
priests of Baal authority to legislate for the ordering of God's 
temple,"* roused her to action. In her conclusions she was 
influenced by the protests of Hugh M'Neile, who “always pro- 
ceeded on the simple fact that Popery is Antichrist.” ° 
In 1829 she told how the gospel had been preached in Brit- . 
ain in early days, probably by an apostle, and an independent 
church established. Opposition developed “to the Romish dele- 
gate, Augustine. [in the fifth century], when he was deputed to 
incorporate this country in the growing mass of papal depend- 
encies." ® Then, she adds, "Rome, not then arrived at the full 
stature of the Apocalyptic Beast, prevailed.” And, "once sub- 


3 Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 19, 961. 
4The Gentleman’s Magazine, ctober, 1846 E New Series, vol. 26), p. 433. 
d 5 Charlotte Elizabeth [Tonna], War With the Saints, Preface, in the Works of Char- 
lotte Elizabeth (1850 ed.), vol. 1. 
2 Gharlotte, Elizabeth, Personal Recollections (1842 er pp. 202-206. 
7 Ibid., р. 298. bid., p. 235. 
8 Ibid., p. 229. 10 Ibid., P. 226. 
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jugated, England lay at the foot of the Popes, from generation 
to generation, with now and then a movement towards free- 
dom." * After recounting the fluctuating fortunes of the days of 
Henry VIII, Bloody Mary, Elizabeth, and James I, followed by 
Charles I, she expresses her alarm at the prospect of new capitu- 
lations.” | 

In London ministers like Howels and Irving had been 
active in preaching down such heresy. Both men were bold and 
` direct in dealing with the perils of popery, and influenced her 
thinking.” Charlotte Elizabeth was also greatly strengthened 
by her work of abridging into two volumes the large English 
martyrology by Foxe.*' Especially impressed with Irving, she 
could not at first go along with his teaching on the advent.” She 
still believed the first resurrection to be mystical —"'of the souls 
of the martyrs, whose spirits were to animate the happy race of 
. believers during a thousand years." ^ Finally, the inconsist- . 
encies of it all became untenable. 

Gripped by the truth of the imminent advent, she tells of 
the "efforts the enemy has made to stifle this doctrine." For 
example, the "check" given by the later defections of Irvingism 
was "very great." " Accepting the advent truth, and its pro- 
phetic setting, she thenceforth weaves this theme, like a golden. 
thread, through her subsequent writing. ‘Thus she says: 

"We are looking in breathless anxiety for the next movement among 
the powers of Europe, in reference to the east. Since the great blow was 
struck at Navarino, the drying up of the Euphrates has been progressive 
.and without a pause. A sudden movement among the mountaineers of 
Syria has brought all Europe into the Land of Promise as a battle-field; 
and though: only the preliminary alarm has yet sounded, in comparison 
with what is to follow, still there is a general impression even among those 
who would scoff at the mention of Armageddon, that in the very spot 


pointed out by Scripture will the great conflict of warring kingdoms take 
. place. Blessed are they that watch!" ? 


1. “PROTESTANT MAGAZINE” Gives PROPHETIC SLANT.—As 
its name might suggest, The Protestant Magazine, edited by 
11 Ibid., pp. 226, 227. м Ibid., p. 301. 11 [bid., p. 259 


12 Ibid., pp. 227, 229. 15 Ibid., p. 253. 18 Ibid., pp. 299, 300. 
13 Ibid., pp. 252, 253. 16 Ibid., p. 257. s 
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Charlotte Elizabeth, carried a monthly article dealing with the 
prophetic side of the “apostasy of the Church of Rome.” ® In 
one issue the writer states that the face of Rome carries on it 
"the characteristic lineaments of Antichrist,” ” and the pro- 
phetic symbols are presented in support. In a personal article, 
“Leaves from an Old Almanac,” the editor writes, “The drunken 
harlot by.whom the apostasy was typified, bore on her forehead 
the word ‘MYSTERY.’ ” ™ Book reviews of works on prophecy 
were frequent,” and the witness of the reformers on prophecy is 
recited.” Forthright and fearless, Charlotte Elizabeth declares 
that when she accepted the editorship of The Protestant Maga- 
zine she “threw away the scabbard of that spiritual sword with 
Which a combat was to Бе waged against the Papal Antichrist.” * 
Such was the witness of a journal outside the prophetic expositor 
class. 


2. PROPHETIC DEPICTIONS APPLIED TO Papacy.—In Char- 
lotte Elizabeth’s last work, titled War With the Saints, written 
while she was fatally ill with cancer, chapter 2 portrays vividly 
the power, wealth, and grandeur of the Papacy under the ambi- 
tious Innocent III. Here are sample sentences: “You see before 
you the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition, engaged in his fore- 
shown work of opposing and exalting himself.” "Beneath him, 
and around him, swell the seven hills of 'that great city which 
ruleth over the kings of the earth. " “There, where the river 
of mystic Babylon, the Tiber, rolls sluggishly along. ..."" And 
again, in describing the beast of the Apocalypse which is to make 
war with the saints, and to overcome them, she identifies it as 
in "every way identical with papal Rome." ® She stands in 
amazement that, with the solemn truths of inspired prophecy 
before them, "historians of the past, or politicians of the present 


E The Protestant Magazine, June, 1840, through December, 1841. 

20 Ibid., March, 1841 (vol. 3), TE 74; August, 1841 (vol. 3), p. 255. 

21 Ibid., July, 1841 (vol. 3), 

22 Ibid., Jul o I (vol. DA р. E Review of The Apostasy Predicted by St. Paul, 
by. Mortimer O'Sulli ' 

id., August, "вал (vol. 3) ова. 

24 Ibid., November, 1841 (vo $5 

25 Charlotte аран War Wa? P "Sens in The Works of: Charlotte Elizabeth, 
(1850 ed. ES 1, Fb 
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days, can deal with this subject as with any ordinary matter, 
where natural causes produce natural effects." * 

3. Wears Our SAINTS FOR ALLOTTED PERIOD.— The chapter 
on “The Wearing Out” details the devisings of Innocent III in 
turning the machinery of the Inquisition on the Albigenses and - 
Waldenses of Piedmont for their extirpation. The prophetic 
application is.based on the “predicted reign" of Daniel's Little 
Horn, which would wear out the saints for “а time, and times, 
and half a time." * And John, she adds, sees the same power | 
warring against the saints, with "the Great Harlot, seated on that 
beast," drunken with the blood of saints—the martyrs of Jesus 
Christ. Then the witness of Christ Himself is cited, as His 
followers were to be delivered up, afflicted, and killed. “Thus, 
we observe, first, that for a certain allotted period, the man of 
sin was to have dominion." "Such is the infallible portraiture 
of the condition, and the destiny of the people of God during the 
reign of Antichrist.” ? 

4. ОКЕ Ер а TROUBLE BEFORE THE ENp.—In Princi- 
palities and Powers in Heavenly Places, Section IX deals with 
“Satanic Wrath, as the End Draws Near.” ® Declaring that 
through inspired prophecy the history of the future is no less 
certain than the history of the past, Charlotte Elizabeth refers 
to the unprecedented trouble predicted for the world just before 
the end. Of this she writes: 

“This is mentioned as taking place at the time of the destruction of 
what we have every reason to believe is the Turkish empire; and synchro- 
nizing with the duration of that empire, is the period of 1260 days men- 
tioned in Rev. xii.6.” * 

While oppression has marked its past history, yet just before 
the end “we are led to expect a very great accession of devilish 
power at that time, when the Lord is approaching to destroy that 
. Deceiver with the brightness of His coming." * 

я Ibid. | э Ibid., р. 869. 

зо айаны Elizabeth, Principalities and Powers in Heavenly Places, in The Works- of 
Charlotte Elisabeth (1848 ed.), vol. 2, p. 391 ff. 


p. 391. 
з 1097 р. 392. 
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5. IN Last Hour or THE NicHT .Watcu.—The "general 
expectation, prevailing more and more throughout the church 
of our Lord's promised coming,” gives added assurance.” But. 
this is being countered by such extremes as the tongues mani- 
festations in Irvingism, and the subversive teachings of the 
Oxford Movement." 

Even now popery is "heaping up its stately piles of architec- 
ture," filling in its "secret recesses" with a "vast machinery" 
for carrying on her great objectives." But soon "the mother of 
harlots is hurled from her proud seat, where she sits a queen, and 
now boasts that she is no widow." Not till her "utter burning 
with fire, all coming upon her in one day, then, and not till then, 
shall the night watch of the Church give place to the glories of 
a day that knows no going down of the sun." 


“That this time is not now far off, we have abundant proofs in the signs 
that thicken around us. The period that remains is but as ah hour, and 
surely we may watch with the Lord that one hour." ? 

Such is the story of a talented laywoman who was won to 
the advent doctrine and wove its truths into her lifework. 


II.. Mueller’s Orphanages—Inspired by Faith in Advent 


One of the interesting by-products of the flaming hope of 
the. second advent was the fire kindled in the heart of GEORGE 
MurrLER, Müller, or Muller (1805-1898), German-English 
philanthropist, of Bristol Orphanages fame. Born at Kroppen- 
staedt, near Halberstadt, Prussia, Mueller was converted by a 
Pietist family named Wagner. He offered himself to the Conti- 
nental Society for service at Bucharest. But in 1829 he went to 
London to labor for the Jews under the Society for Promoting 
‚ Christianity Amongst the Jews,” He was in Teignmouth, near 
Plymouth, recovering from an illness when he heard Henry 
Craik," leader of the advent band of Plymouth, whose heart had 


28 Ibid, p. 393. 54 Ibid., p. 394. 35 Ibid., p. 396. зв Ibid. ‚р. 457. 

A. T. Pierson, George Muller, of Bristol, p. 52 ff.; ; George Mueller, 4 Narrative of Some 
of the Lon) s Dealings "with George Muller, First Part, pp. 44-46; George Muller, The Life of 
Trust, pp. 95-108. 

38 Henry Cnmark (1805-1866) was author of numerous works on Scripture and the 
Hebrew MM such as Popery of Protestantism (1852), Principia Hebraica (1863), Hebrew 
Language (1860) 


646 | PROPHETIC FAITH 


for some time been fired by the blessed hope.” Mueller spent 
ten days with him, and received more Bible truth than he had 
obtained in a long time previous. He saw clearly that there was 
no warrant for the popular concept of the world's conversion, 
and that the second advent is the sole hope of the world.” 
Gripped by the conviction of the Lord's soon appearing, he 
united with the Plymouth Brethren. In 1832 he founded 
the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home and Abroad, 
where thousands were trained. But his chief interest lay in his 
orphan homes, which were supported by faith——and so conspicu- 
. ously as to demonstrate the power of prevailing prayer. He had 
been moved to ask, "What may I do for the Lord before He 
returns, as He may come soon." So, beginning in 1836, he 
erected five large buildings, at Ashley Downs, sufficient to care 
for 2,000 orphans. He also distributed 2,000,000 copies. of the 
Scriptures and aided in foreign mission work. And the moti- 
vating power in it all was the compelling love of the second 
advent, received in 1830. Such was one of the significant by- 
products of the nineteenth-century Advent Awakening. 


III. Protestant Association Calls “Out of Babylon” 


The Protestant Association was still another organization 
in which the prophetic emphasis was pronounced. It was 
"constituted" in Exeter Hall in 1835 with searching messages 
by Croly, Melville, M'Neile, and others: The call was sounded 
in "Come Out of Babylon” (1839)* and in “Protestantism and 
Popery," by Henry Melville, and the anniversary sermon by 
Hugh M'Neile. 


IV. Ashe—Irish Reflector of Standard Prophetic Exposition 


Isaac AsHE (b.1802) Irish Protestant, who graduated from 
the University of Dublin in 1825," presents an epitome of the 


* *9 George Mueller, “Introduction,” їп W. Elfe Tayler, Passages from the Diary and 
Letters of Henry Craik of Bristol, p. xii. 
40 George Mueller, The Life of Trust, p. 110; Pierson, op. cit., pp. 386-389. 
. {1A tract prepared in same form and style as reports of the Continental Society. 
42 Alumni Dublinenses (1593-1860), p. 23. 
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"generaly received" Protestant. exposition in T'he Book of 
Revelation (1835). Ashe is obviously one of the hundred clergy- 
. men in Ireland mentioned by Leslie" as proclaiming the 
advent message there in its prophetic setting. His exposition 
reflects scores of published views of the time. "These are: 

1. EARLY TRUMPETS ARE BARBARIAN IRRUPTIONS.—The 
first four trumpets signify the irruptions of the northern bar- 
barians, which “ended in the dismemberment of the Western 
Empire.” “ The first referred to Alaric and his Goths, impelled 
by a preternatural impulse to march on Коше.“ ‘The second 
was Genseric, tyrant of the sea, and his Vandals.“ ‘The third was 
‘Attila and Ше Huns, falling like a blazing torch upon the em- 
pire.” The fourth brought the extinction of the Western Em- 
pire by Odoacer and the Heruli.[^ - 

2. SARACENS AND TURKS FOR ÁLLOTTED PERiops.— The fifth: 
trumpet Ashe applies to the Arabian locusts, for the 150 years, 
from 612 to 762.* The sixth is the Mohammedan Turks for the 
396 years (365 + 30 + 1), from 1057, the investiture of Ко; 
to the capture of Constantinople, in 1453.” 

3. SEVEN VIALS BEGAN UNDER FRENCH REvoLuTION.— The 
two beasts of Revelation 13 are secular and spiritual Rome." 
The seven vials began to be poured out under the French Revo- 
lution in 1789, when. “the authority of the pope was judicially 
disannulled," with the sixth plague involving the partition: of 
the Ottoman Empire.” The Babylonian woman of Revelation 
17 denotes popery; and her cup, the inflaming and seducing 
‘potion to inflame and allure her lovers, with her name labeled 
` on her forehead, in harmony with the ancient practice.” 


V. Bickersteth—Shifts Focal Point by Double Dating 


Epwarp BICKERSTETH (1786-1850), evangelical rector of 
Watton, Herts, and from 1816 to 1830 secretary of the Church 


Ibid.” bp. б>, 73. 42 Id" pp. 79-88. 52 a Ibid? Dp. 164-183. 
а Ibid., pp. 74, 75. 50 Ibid., pp. 88-110 з Ibid., pp. 194, 195. 
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Missionary Society, was another of the most popular writers on 
prophecy of his day. His works fill sixteen volumes, some hav- 
ing from eight to twenty-five editions. Back in 1800 he received 
an appointment in the general post office, and began the study 
oflaw in 1806. In the meantime he came under strong religious 
impressions, laying down strict rules for his conduct. His 
‘interest now lay largely in spiritual matters, though he was dili- 
gent in his daily duties and active in religious and charitable 
organizations. In 1812 he entered into partnership in his 
brother-in-law's law office at Norwich.” During this three-year 
period he wrote Help:to the Study of the Scriptures. (1815), 
which was enlarged as A Seni prurg р (1816), passing through 
'twenty-one editions. 

In 1815 he abandoned the pacco of law and studied for 
the ministry. Upon ordination he served for a short time as 
assistant minister of the Episcopal Chapel at Spitalfields, but 
soon arranged to go to Africa in the service of the Church Mis- 

| sionary. Society, to inspect and report on the society's work. 
Although Bickersteth resigned his secretaryship on accepting 
the rectorship of Watton in 1830, he continued to travel for the 
Church Missionary Society. He also served as a deputy for a 
Society for the Conversion of the Jews. In 1832 he edited the 
Christian’s Family Library—republications of various works. 
About this time Bickersteth was awakened concerning the soon 
coming of Christ and underwent a change of view on the е 
ecies, upon which he now began to preach and to write.” 

Bickersteth was a strong Protestant and an ardent pr emillen- 
nialist. He wrote on the Mystery of Iniquity, the Man of Sin, 
the Antichrist, and the Apocalyptic Babylon.” He was active in 
opposing the Oxford Tractarian Movement" and unitarian 
activities. He was also one of the founders of the Parker Society 
in 1840, for reprinting the chief works of the English Reform- 
ers,? and he encouraged the Irish Church Missions. His writ- 
ings, in their various editions, occupy ten columns in the British 


51 T. R. Birks, Memoir of the Rev. Edward Bickersteih. 57 Ibid., P 
55 Ibid., vol. 2, pp. 38-42, Ibid., pp. 69, 70. 5 Ibid., p. 143. 


FEMININE TOUCH ON PROPHECIES 649 


Museum catalogue. His. Practical Guide to the Prophecies, 
which was issued as Remarks on the Prophecies in 1824, ran 
through nine editions—the fourth edition in 1835 taking on 
new stature. In 1833, having read a copy of Cuninghame's 
Dissertations, he had the author spend several days with him, 
and his mind was directed more than ever to the imminent sec- 
ond coming of Christ.” 

The titles of some of Bickersteth’s other writings reveal his 
emphasis: Remarks on the Progress of Popery (1836), Tracts for 
the Times (1836), Come Out of Rome (a sermon, 1840), The 
Divine Warning to the Church (1842), the preface to and one of 
the sermons, “The Kingdom of Christ," in The Second Coming, 
the Judgment and the Kingdom of Christ (one of the collections 
of Bloomsbury” lectures, 1843), The Signs of the Times in the 
East (1845), “The Kingly Power of Our Lord Jesus Christ,” in 
Good Things to Come (Bloomsbury lectures, 1847), “The De- 
struction of Babylon” in Lectures on Subjects Connected With 
the Second Coming (Bloomsbury lectures, 1848). Such writ- 
ings, with others of a more general character, comprise the six- 
teen volumes of his Works, issued in 1853. 


1. COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY FROM PREMILLENNIAL VIEW- 
point.—Dealing comprehensively with the principles of literal 
interpretation of prophecy and their application, Bickersteth 
discusses the first advent as the foundation, and from this leads 
to the period of Christ’s second coming. Holding firmly to the 
return of the Jews, he deals in detail with the Christian church 

‘and the opposing Antichrist" In considering the several 
"chronological prophecies" and the varied interpretations cur- 
rent, Bickersteth comes to the judgments connected with the 
coming of Christ, the harvest of the church, the millennium and 
first resurrection, and finally the kingdom of Christ. He isa 
firm premillennialist. 


5 Ibid., pp. 40, 41; see also Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 2, pp. 465, 466. 
во The ‘Society for the Investigation of Prophecy for several years ‘published its series of 
Lenten prophetic lectures at Bloomsbury. 
. € Edward Bickersteth, A Practical Guide to the Prophecies (5th ed., 1836), pp. 1-179. 
92 Ibid., pp. 179-359. 
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2. Rome: MAN or SIN AND BAsvLoN.—bBickersteth holds 
consistently that "Rome is the Man of Sin and Babylon of Reve- 
lation," basing his opinion upon the common consent of a great 
galaxy of English and Continental Reformation writers, arid 
their successors—naming some thirty well-known churchmen.* 
Reaching back into the Middle Ages, he cites the strong earlier 
declarations of Arnulph, Bernard of Clairvaux, Joachim, Dante, 
and Petrarch." Не then adds the supporting witness of the his- 
toric Protestant creeds, confessions, homilies, and articles.” 


3. SEVENTY WEzks Cur Orr or 2300.—Stressing the “com- 
mon principle" of year-day application to all time prophecy, 
Bickersteth, in his early editions, dates the seventy weeks from 
458 в.с. to A.D. 33, and the seventy weeks cut off of the 2300 years: 

“Of the whole period of 2300 years, 70 weeks of years were determined 
or cut off, from the restoration of the daily sacrifice to the completing of the 
perfect sacrifice of Christ, when the spiritual temple was raised up, (John 
ii, 19-21,) and the most Holy was anointed. Heb. i.9, ix.24. We have here 
then the ecclesiastical period of 70 weeks or 490 years distinct and perfect." * 

He takes passing note of De Chéseaux's astronomical cycles 
of 1260 and 2300 years, and the difference between them of 1040, 
as the most perfect cycle known," and bearing upon the year-day 
question. 


4. Time РкорРнкЕсү DATES TABULATED —A bird's-eye view 
of Bickersteth's concept of the outline prophecies is afforded by 
several pages of Scripture chronology date tables, tabulating the 
various events from the centuries before Christ up to A.D. 1822. | 
'Thus the names of the four prophetic empires appear at the date 
of their respective beginnings, in 606, 536, 331, 168 B.c.; the 
joint beginning of the seventy weeks and the 2300 years is here 
placed at 457 в.с., and the crucifixion and the close of the seventy 
weeks appear opposite д.р. 34.* The “10 days’ tribulation” in 
the Smyrna church period is placed at 303-13. The dating of the 


вз Ibid., pp. 168, 169. вв Ibid., p. 191. вт Ibid., p. 205. 
€t Ibid. pp. 170, ү: For comprehensive discussion of these characters see volumcs 
не att 


I and 2 of Prop 
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‚Р. 
es иа» 8 356, 357. Note that the dating in the table, strangely enough, differs from 
the 458 в.с. to A.D. 33 "dating on p. 191 of the text. 
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seals and the trumpets appears scattered over the centuries— 
the 150 years of the Saracenic woe ending in 786, and the 390 
years of the Turkish woe terminating in 1453, at the fall of 
Constantinople." 

The fall of the tenth part of the city (France) is dated 1789, 
with the seven vials beginning in 1792, along with the close of 
the 1260 years. The end of the 1290 years ——which Bickersteth 
begins synchronously with the 1260—15 placed at 1822, and the 
preaching of the second advent for the new era is noted for this 
date, along with the wasting away of the "Turkish Empire." 


5. REGRETTABLE EFFECT or FurumisT IMPACT.— The im- 
pact of Futurism was not without some effect upon Bicker- 
steth, as appears in the suggestion of an "additional week" at 
the close of the "times of the Gentiles,” when the "people of 
Israel are again taken into covenant.” The first half is for the 
Jews, for "rebuilding the temple," with the second half “under 
the terror of the infidel Antichrist,” and at the close the "destruc- 
tion of that Antichrist.” ™ However, the "seven times," or 2520 
years, are set as from 677 B.C. to A.D. 1843.” And while Bicker- 
‘steth chooses 533 to 1792 for the 1260 years, he notes Brown's 
proposal of 584-1844 and other suggestions.” 


6. DousLE DATING CoNrusEs 2300 YEARs.—A second re- 
grettable departure from the Historical School of interpretation 
is the introduction of second starting and ending points for 
the 2300 years, as part of the progressive or "continuationist" 
scheme. The year 1843 is spoken of as "the beginning of the sac- 
rifice restored." ^ Here is Bickersteth's complete statement: 


"There is a.second commencement of this period from Nehemiah's 
decree. His commission was in 446, B.C. which effected a complete 
cleansing in 433. This would bring us to 1867-8 for the completed restora- 
tion of Israel. If this 2,300 years be taken from Ezra's decree, 457 years 
before Christ, it will bring us to 1843, the beginning of the cleansing of the 
sanctuary, and of the restoration of the Jews, and of the approach of the 


70 "Ibid., p. 359. 5 ла Ibid? 2120 0-203. 
71 Ibid., LN 192, 193. ^: Ibid. > (1553 ed., vol. 8 of his Works), p. 181. 
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great tribulation. If taken from Nehemiah's completed cleansing in 433-4, 
it will bring us to 1867- 8, the completed Jewish restoration.’ 

7. 1867-68 Becomes New FocaL Poinr.—Similarly, the 
1260 years are terminated about 1793, the 1290 end thirty years 
later, or in 1822-23, and the 1335 come to a close forty-five years 
beyond that, in 1868—the year 1793 marking “when popery 
began to fall"; and 1868, its “final fall.’ ‘Thus the way was 
being prepared for the passing by of 1843-44 as of minor interest 
or consequence, and for 1867-68 as the real focal point. 

8. COMPREHENSIVE List OF PROPHETIC WnITERS.— Bicker- 
steth’s Practical Guide closes with about thirty pages of 
"Principal Books on Prophecy." This comprehensive list runs 
all the way from the early church Fathers, Jewish writers, and 
Reformers, to his own day. Page after page of authors, titles, 
and dates, with often an evaluating note, evidences his familiar- 
ity with the field. General works are followed by those clustered 
under special topics, as Second Coming of Christ, Antichrist, 
Millennium, Kingdom of God, Daniel, Revelation.” 


VI. Bishop Caulfeild—Papal 1260 Years from 533 to 1792 


CHARLES CAULFEILD, or Caulfield (1804-1862), Irish vicar 
of Kilcock and rector of Downings, was educated at Trinity 
College, Dublin, with a B.A. in 1826 and an M.A., B.D., and 
D.D. in 1858. Caulfeild was ordained a deacon in 1827, and an 
Anglican priest the-year following. He was made perpetual 
curate of Clamantagh in 1832, was rector of Kilcock 1832-43, and 
: rector of Creagh 1843-58. He became archdeacon of the Ba- 
hamas in 1858 and bishop of Nassau 1861-62. ? 

_ 1. Basyton 15 ROME; SEVENTY WEEKS BrciN 458 B.c.—In 
the field of prophetic interpretation Caulfeild wrote The Fall of 
Babylon, as Exhibited in Prophecy (1839). Establishing Rome 
as the- seven-hilled city of the Apocalypse, he applies the proph- 

зв Ibid. 

Оп Беде was one of the checkers of Brooks? Dictionary of Writers on Prophecy. 


78 Alumni Dublinenses 1593-1860, p. 143; Frederic Boase, Modern English Biography, 
vol. 1, col. 572. 
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ecy of Revelation 17 specifically to papal Rome,” after the 
breakup of the empire and the establishment of Christianity." 
The 1260 years, in the several presentations, are always the 
period of this power,” and the seventy weeks begin in 458 B.C., 
on the year-day principle.” | 


2. 1260 Years Daten 533-1792.— D he ten.horns of Daniel 
7 and Revelation 13 are plainly the ten divisions of Rome.” And 
the blood of the.saints was shed by the terrible Inquisition.” 
The timing of the 1260 years Caulfeild places from 533 to 1792 
—from Justinian to the French Revolution, the great “earth- 
quake" that fixes one of the great eras in the history of earth." 
Bishop Caulfeild simply held the standard positions. 


VII. Scott—Solemn Appeal to a Drowsy, Dreaming Church 


'The urgency that gripped men as they came to the year 
1844 is illustrated by the Scottish minister James Scorr" in A. 
Compendious View of the Scriptural System of Prophecy (1844). 
After noting the slight disparity among chronologers, he cites 
the calculations of Cuninghame of Lainshaw, and Bickersteth, 
who date the 2300 years from 457 s.c. to A.D. 1848, or at most 
from 433 s.c. to А.р. 1867." Scott notes some who prefer the 
terminals 453 в.с. and A.D. 1847. But in any case 1847 is only 
'three years distant, and 1867 only twenty-three years hence: 
Scott also notes the 391 years, dated by Whitaker and others from | 
1453 to 1844, and observes that "a few short months" will test 
the accuracy of that." 


1. UNANIMOUS CONVICTION PERIODS NEARING CLOSE.— 
Scott makes this sweeping statement: 


"Almost all writers on prophecy agree that the prophetical dates given 
us, terminate between this present time and the year 1868, beyond which 
period there is no date extends, if we make the deduction of a hundred 


7 Charles Caulfeild, The Fall о} Babylon as Exhibited in Prophets pp. 50-52. 
80 Ibid., p. 53. 83 Ibid., pp. 68, 69, 208, 209. 
81 Ibid., p 54, 55. 8: Ibid., p. 127. 

` 82 Ibid., pp. 56, 57. 85 Ibid., pp. 189, 190. 36 Biographical ‘data unavailable. 
87 James Scott, A Светата View of the Scriptural System of Prophecy, pp. 384, 385. 
58 Ibid., pp. ' 385-987 
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and fifty-one, or a hundred and thirty-two years, the counted period 
during the time of the Judges. 

“From whatsoever date we may reckon, or r whatever in terpreter of these 
dates we may consult, after making the necessary additions according to 
established facts and times which have by many been taken no account of, 
we cannot but conclude, that it is almost the unanimous opinion of those 
who have most closely investigated, and who best understand these periods, 
that we are drawing very near to the conclusion of the mystery of God, 
and the end of the world, and the glorious rest which remains for Christ’s 
people.” ® 


2. PoPeuLAR CHurcHES Nor ЕхрЕСТІМС ADVENT.—Scott 
then turns to the general abandonment by popular Christendom 
of belief in the premillennial advent of Christ, and observes, 
“The visible churches of Christendom are at this time apparently . 
as little expecting any coming of the Lord, as the antediluvians 
were expecting the deluge.” ^ 


3. CHALLENGE TO PosTMILLENNIAL DREAMs.— But the signs 
of the times intensify, and the revival of the papal Antichrist is 
marked. Soon there will be a universal combination of antag- 
onists against Christ and His people—and then will come Arma- 
geddon and the advent of the Lord.” No prophetic periods 
extend beyond those whose end is awaited. Inasmuch as the 
Lord's advent will be sudden and unexpected, as a thief in the 
night, Scott observes appealingly: 

. "What a solemn and awful call is this to a drowsy church, dreaming of 


millennial days of prosperity, and to a world lying in wickedness, to awake 
^ and flee to Christ." ? ` 


з Ibid., р. 387. 9o Jbid., р. 392. 9: Ibid., pp. 392, 393. 
82 Ibid., р. 393. ` 


CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR 


"Ine Futurist Foundation 


of the Oxford Movement 


І. Protestants Revive Futurism to Neutralize Historicism 


| As became apparent in Volume 2 of Prophetic Faith, the 
Reformation of the sixteenth century, which gave birth to 
Protestantism, was not only based on the Bible but guided and 
motivated by the prophecies. Indeed, it was the virile interpre- 
tation of prophecy that added strength to the Reformation, lead- 
ing the Reformers to separate from the established church of 
Antichrist. On the. other hand, the Preterist and Futurist 
counterinterpretations of the Jesuits sought to undo the dam- 
age by parrying the prophetic application to Rome, and by 
splitting the-essential unity of Protestantism. The vague con- 
cepts of the Preterist$ conceived the Apocalyptic predictions as 
having been fulfilled in the early centuries. This, as we have 
seen, was gradually accepted by the rationalistic wing of Protes- 
tants on the Continent. | О 

But now, for the first time, Catholic Futurism, initially pro- 
jected by Ribera about 1585, began to obtain a foothold and 
then gain momentum among Protestants in Britain. Thus the 
same concept that sought to break the force of the Reformation 
view of the papal Antichrist, by assuming a future infidel anti- 
christ, was again invoked to weaken the force of the great evan- 
gelical advent and prophetic awakening. Protestant expositors, 
some leaning toward Rome and some prompted by rationalistic 
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concepts, joined hands in the attempt— perhaps unwittingly—to 
promote the Jesuit position. This, moreover, came to be tied 
inseparably with the Oxford Tractarian Movement of the Angli- 
can Church, wherein ninety tracts were scattered by the hun- 
dreds of thousands to favor Rome and to disprove the Protestant 
concept of Antichrist, as will be noted shortly. 

The Rome of the sixteenth century had felt the force of 
these prophecies and had sought to evade them in Counter 
Reformation days. There was no way out but to deny their 
application to Rome. Their inescapable existence in Scripture 
could not be gainsaid, as they weré assuredly there. So the 
Jesuit champions of Rome denied that the prophecies referred 
to the Roman Catholic Church and its head. They pushed them 
aside—one group thrusting them forward and the other back- 
ward—shifting them out of the entire field of the Middle Ages: 
As to Babylon, they evaded application by interpreting it to 
mean pagan Rome, not papal. They also denied the year-day 
principle. 

But now, in the nineteenth century in Britain, the Futurist 
concept was again revived, by Samuel Maitland, James Todd, 
William Burgh, John Darby of the Plymouth Brethren, and the 
renowned John Henry Newman. It was espoused by opposite 
parties—by those who, though Protestants, disavowed the Ref- 
ormation and referred to it as an “unwarrantable schism." These 
leaned strongly toward Rome. But it was also espoused by 
others, who, though likewise Protestant, held that the Reforma- 
tion stopped short of its mark, with much of Babylon still in 
the Reformed churches. Such refused to believe their brethren 
had come altogether out of Babylon. 

However, both parties appealed alike to the authority and 
tradition of the primitive church that had expected the Anti- 
christ to be an individual, atheistic blasphemer, whose tyranny 
would last three and a half years, and be exercised just prior to 
the advent. They chose to go back to the undeveloped concept 


1 Reliable and comprehensive discussions of this Futurist issue appear in H. Grattan 
Guinness, шо Г ening, Prophecy (1905 ed., pP; 284-295), and in.E. B. Elliott, Hore 
Apocalyptice (5t , vol. > PP. 554-563), w hich have aided in this presentation. 


FOUNDATION OF OXFORD MOVEMENT 657 


of the nature and length of the Christian dispensation held by 
the early church. They denied the progressive interpretation 
that had added fact to fact and principle to principle, arid per- 
spective, as history fulfilled, clarified, and confirmed the great 
positions held in common by the growing body of Historical 
School interpreters through the centuries. 

It all started in 1826, the same year that Irving’s English 
translation of Lacunza appeared, with its Futurist elements. 
Maitland’s Enquiry into the generally received year-day view of 
the 1260 days of Daniel and the Apocalypse was then released, 
followed by later Enquiries. In these Maitland had militantly 
assailed the whole Protestant application to the Roman Papacy 
of the symbols of the little horn, Daniel's fourth beast, the 
Apocalyptic Beast, and Babylon—holding that a personal and 
avowedly infidel antichrist: was meant, and asserting that the 
prophetic days of its dominance were simply literal days. And 
nearly contemporaneously with Maitland’s first book, Burgh, of 
Ireland, likewise published his pamphlet on the Antichrist. 
Then came Todd’s large treatise, re-enforcing the others and 
laying the foundation for Newman’s major positions. | (Title 
pages of Maitland, Todd, and Newman treatises reproduced 
on page 540.) | 

The contrast between: Lacunza and Lambert on the one 
hand, and Maitland, Burgh, and Todd on the other is impres- 
sive. The three Protestants were now-excusing the Papacy from 
any connection with the predicted Christian apostasy, the Beast, 
or Babylon; while the two Catholic writers, on the contrary, had 
declared that its resemblance to that apostasy had been so marked 
for centuries that the application was manifestly to papal Rome.’ 

One. major point in the attack by the English recruits 
to the Futurist School was the marked discrepancy among the 
Historicists, or expositors of the Historical School, on various 
points of prophetic interpretation, such as the seals and the Two 
Witnesses, and the manifestly unsatisfactory nature of their 
explanations on some of these points. This was seized upon by 


2 Elliott, op. cit. (5th ed.), vol. 4, p. 554. 
42 > 
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both Maitland and Todd, and the novelty of the year-day prin- 
ciple asserted, as if it had never been applied before the time of 
Wyclif and Brute. This Historical School view, nevertheless, 
made gradual but steady advance. 

'The Futurist scheme had now received the support of prom- 
inent Church of England clergymen. But while these Protes- 
tant Futurists had borrowed from Lacunza, they rejected that 
which cost him most in taking his stand on the prophecies— 
the admission that the Roman church is Babylon. In preference 
to this, the Protestants joined Cardinal Bellarmine in the expec- 
tation that Rome will fall away from her present faith before the 
days of Antichrist. ; 

The inroads of the Futurist theory also served to divert at- 
tention and understanding from the relationship of the seventy - 
weeks to the terminus of the 2300 years. If the seventieth week 
is separated from the sixty-nine weeks, then the inseparable rela- 
tionship of the remaining 1810 years of the 2300 is hidden, and 
the divine harmony and understanding of the whole is ruptured. 
By fixing the eyes upon a transcendent future, one obscures the 
epochal events of the present. And when the 2300 days are con- 
ceived of as but literal time, any consideration of a nineteenth- 
century terminus is obviously puerile. Confusion of the His- 
torical School of interpretation, and its final breakdown, is now 
definitely under way. Let us note the new developments under 
Todd, after a brief glance at Burgh. 


II. Futurist Burgh—Contends Antichrist Still Future 


WILLIAM Burcu, afterward De Burgh (1800-1866), Irish 
Futurist, was educated at Trinity College, in the University of . 
Dublin. He was Donnellan lecturer at Trinity College in 1853 
and 1862. As a writer on prophecy he produced a treatise on 
Antichrist (1829), then The Apocalypse Unfulfilled (1832), and 
Lectures on the Second Advent (1832). This last work was an 
answer to Hugh M’Neile. Burgh states that about 1820 he 
espoused the premillennial view of the advent, and the Histori- 
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cal view of interpretation, when as yet practically no publica- 
tions had appeared.on it in Ireland. So in 1821 he published a 
tract titled 4 Discourse on the Coming of the Day of God, in 
connexion with the First Resurrection? But soon afterward 
he became persuaded of the Futurist concept of a personal 
antichrist that would be revealed before the Lord's coming. He 
also expressed “unfeigned gratification” over Maitland's Futur- 
ist Attempt to Elucidate the ш, Concerning Antichrist 
(1830). 
^ . | CowrENps Pope Is Nor MAN or Sin.—Burgh’s basic 
contention was that the antichrist is an individual, not a system. 
He expressly states: | 

"First that ‘THE MAN OF sIN’ is not popery appears from the necessity 
that this chapter be understood of an individual, and not of a power or, 
office vested in numbers or held by succession." * 

"I would say that an individual is intended—one person whose pre- 
tensions live and die with himself.” °... 

"Secondly, the nature of these same acts and pretensions prove that 
the ‘man of sin’ is not the Pope."* 

Burgh holds that it is clear that the Man of Sin is "yet to 
be revealed." * | : 

2. Ногрѕ SEALs Аве YET FUTURE.—At the very. outset of his 
treatise ori the Apocalypse, Burgh declares that "the Book of the 
Revelation consists of two great parts,” the things which are 
and the things which shall be hereafter? He asserts "these seals 
are yet unopened” and “these prophecies are yet unfulfilled.” ” 
The full implications of Futurism run all through his A poca- 
lypse Unfulfilled. 


& 


III. Todd—Denies Protestant Interpretation; Clears Rome 


James H. Topp (1805-1869), Irish scholar and professor of 
Hebrew in the University of Dublin, was born in Dublin. After 
graduating from Trinity College with a B.A. in 1825, he con- 


3 Wiliam Burgh, Lectures on the Second Advent (2d ed. ), р. 
„Р. ix 9 Ibid., pp. at, 65. А V ha., p. 63. 
5 1 
» William Burgh The Apocalypse NUT RE р. 2. 
10 Ibid. pp, 4 » 45. 
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tinued as a tutor at Trinity, and edited the Christian Examiner, 
a journal on the controversy between the Established Church 
and Rome. In 1832 Todd took Anglican priest's orders, and in 
1833 made the acquaintance of S. R. Maitland and began writing 
papers on church history for the British Magazine. 

In 1838 and.1839 Todd was Donnellan lecturer in ‘Trinity 
College, and chose as his subject the prophecies relating to Anti- 
christ. Openly proclaiming himself Maitland's follower, he 
boldly attacked the Reformers’ Historical School view—still 
commonly held by the Protestant clergy in Ireland—that the 
Pope was Antichrist. He stoutly maintained that the fourth 
empire is not Rome, that the Church of Rome is not the Man 
of Sin, and that Protestantism was in gross error in applying 
. these prophecies to the papal church. The lectures for 1838 
were afterward published as Discourses on the Prophecies Re- 
lating to Antichrist in the Writings of Daniel and St. Paul 
(1840). . (Title page reproduced on page 540.) 

The dedication was to Maitland, "as an acknowledgment 
of the assistance derived" from his writings in the formulation 
of his lectures. In 1837 Todd was installed as treasurer of St. 
Patrick's Cathedral, in 1849 was made regius professor of He- 
brew, and in 1852 was appointed librarian of Trinity. This 
library he built up until it ranked with the chief libraries of 
Europe. | 

1. PAPAL ANTICHRIST THEORY ОЕ "LATE OnicIN."— In his 
Discourses 'Todd stresses the early concept of Antichrist as an 
individual, to appear at the end of the world, immediately before 
the second coming of Christ, and connected with the Jewish 
rather than the Gentile church." Ponderously documented, and 
displaying exhaustive research to prove his positions, his large 
work is in reality but a series of negations. Every major position 
of the Historical School of interpretation is challenged and 
denied, with no constructive alternative presehted, no philos- 
ophy of exposition. - 


Eos 
„її James Н. Todd, Discourses on the Prophecies Relating to Antichrist in the Writings 
of Daniel and St. Paul, p. 18. 2 
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Todd insists that the theory of interpretation held by Меде 
and most modern Protestants was given voice by the Waldenses 
and other heretical groups in the twelfth century—such as the 
Catharists and Albigenses, who applied the Scriptural symbols 
(born of Manichaeism) ‘of beast, harlot, and synagogue of Satan, 
to the Papacy.” ` The third supporting group for this school of 
interpretation was from within the bosom of the Church of 
Rome itself—the spiritual Franciscans, the Fratricelli, and 
Joachimites, who applied the same terms to their own church.” 


2..FouRTH Кімсром Nor Коме, Yer FurunE.—]n the 
only counterinterpretation help offered, Todd plainly declares . 
that "the fourth kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar’s vision is even 
yet to соте, апа is not Rome." Апа again, the fourth kingdom 
of Daniel 7 is not the Roman Empire," and the borns are not 
fulfilled in the Roman Empire.” Furthermore, he maintains 
that the first, second, and third beasts are not identical with the 
gold, silver, and brass.” He reiterates that the fourth kingdom 
"will at some future period be established upon the earth." ^ 
Moreover, Daniel 11 is "not a chronological prediction of the 
events of modern history.” ? 


3. PRoPHETIC Days Аке Nor Yxans.— The “days” of the 
prophecies do not stand for years, Todd insists, with specific 
denial of application to the 1260, 1290, 1335, and 2300 days.” 
And the controversy over 2400 versus 2300, in Daniel 8:14, is ex- 
ploited as to the difficulties and impossibilities.” 


.4. INDIVIDUAL MAN ОЕ SIN IN JERUSALEM TEMPLE.— Turn- 
ing to the 2 Thessalonians 2 argument, Todd maintains that the 
Man of Sin must be а single individual,” and the temple in 
which he sits must be the literal temple at Jerusalem.” The 
. Roman Empire is now extinct, and no potentate possessing the 
character and marks of Antichrist has as yet been manifested in 
the earth.” One other argument is advanced: that the Roman 


за Ibid., pp. 27-31. 17 Ibid., pp. xii, 75-78. за Ibid., pp. xv 
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34 [bid., рр. xii, 61, 62. 19 [bid., рр. xiv, 180-182. 24 Ibid., p. 238. 
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Empire was not the power that "withholdeth," but that the 
reference is rather to the coming of the Loxd." * 


5. RoME's Errors Do Nor CONSTITUTE ÁPOSTASY.—Moore- 
over, Todd maintains that "Romanism [is] not properly an apos- 
tacy from the faith." * And, "the Errors of Romanism do not 
amount to Apostacy. " Не plainly says, “The Church of 
Rome [is] a true Christian Church." * Не adds that the sup- 
posed criteria of the apostasy are "not peculiar to the Church of 
Rome," as the Greek and Oriental churches hold the same 
positions on many matters.” So, he continues, Rome “with all 
her deep corruptions, still maintains and inculcates the great 
essential truths of our religion." *% | 


6. CAPITALIZES PROTESTANT DIVERSITY IN ÁPPLICATION.— 
The latter third of this large treatise comprises extensive notes— 
from page 357 to page 526—-which challenge the year-day prin- 
ciple among Christians and Jews." And the disparity among 
certain Protestant writers on the chronological placing of the 
various periods is employed as major evidence.” 


7. Press PRIMITIVE VIEWPOINT ON INDIVIDUAL.— Todd 
capitalizes on the constricted viewpoint of early-century writers 
who had not yet seen the application of the year-day principle 
to any other than the seventy weeks of years, and to whom Anti- 
christ was naturally only an individual rather than a succession 
of individuals forming a system. He stresses the unwarranted 
expectations of the appearance of Antichrist at different periods, 
such as around a.p. 1000.* 


8. ATTACKS CHARACTER OF THE WITNESSES.— The antiquity 
of the Waldenses teaching on Antichrist is attacked, and the 
authenticity and reliability of their. Treatise on Antichrist is 
challenged." The same is true of the Albigenses.” And finally, 
the character and credibility of Joachim and the Joachimites is 


25 Ibid., pp. xv, 256-259. а Ibid., pp. 358-361. 

28 Ibid., pp. xv, 259-267. 82 Ibid., pp. 362-365. 

а Ibid., pp. 320, 321. s3 Ibid., pp. 366-390. 

28 Ibid., pp. 322, 323; running title at top of page. 

2 Ibid., pp. 340-342. 3 Ibid., p. AP note A, pp. 399-417. 
^ 99 Ibid., р. 347. 35 Ibid., p. 428-ff. 
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disparaged," and that of the Franciscans," particularly John 
. d'Olivi.? 

Frequently Ronan Catholic authorities are cited by Futur- 
ists to counter the Waldensian witness, together with the witness 
of certain Protestants who have questioned the application to 
Rome—such as Maitland, who jis lauded, and Burton, and 
Burgh. There is omission of the clearest and most prominent 
expositors, such as Cuninghame, Croly, Bickersteth, and Re- 
formers and later writers by the score. 


- IV. Oxford Movement Adopts Futurist Antichrist 


The Oxford Movement is the name applied to the early 
nineteenth-century Romeward movement in the Anglican 
Church. It covered a period of twelve years, beginning with 
Keble's noted sermon on “National Apostacy," at Oxford in 
1833, and eriding with the defection of Newman to the Roman 
church in 1845. It is also called the Tractarian Movement, 
because it produced a series of ninety Tracts for the Times, 
issued at Oxford between 1833 and 1841. 

The chief objective of these tracts was to "unprotestantize 
the Church of England,” ” and the principal writers were New- 
man, Pusey, Keble, Froude, and Williams. These men readily 
seized upon the position of the Futurist writers Maitland and 
Todd, whose views removed the Roman Papacy from the appli- 
cation of the fearful prophecies concerning Antichrist, and 
consequently left Protestantism open to the charge of "unjusti- 
fiable schism.” It likewise left the Papacy open to the Catholic 
desire of the Tractators for reunion. These tracts were scattered 
everywhere, as edition after edition came from the presses, to 
. discredit the historic Protestant view of the papal Antichrist. 

And they succeeded to a tragic degree. By those tracts Newman 
and his party proceeded to demolish the doctrinal barriers that 


38 Ibid., p. 453 ff. 
зт Ibid., p. 476 ff. 
38 Ibid., p. 467 ff. These are all discussed in detail in Volumes 1 and 2 of Prophetic 
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separated the Anglican Church from Rome, and so let down the 
bars for the re-entry of many in 1845-46. 

At first the Oxford Tractarian Movement had apparently 
set out to stay the infidel revolutionary spirit. And at the out- 
set it was looked upon as the ally of conservatism. But while 
professing to go back to the primitive church for its model, it 
actually drew its pattern from the fourth and fifth centuries, 
when the church was already corrupted, increasingly stressing 
the dogma of church sacraments as the means of communi- 
cating divine life to man, together with a priesthood of apostolic 
succession, and the mediation of living priests.“ It came to 
deny the sufficiency of the Scriptures, and to teach that tradition 
and the commandments of men are necessary. It sought to in- 
culcate reverence for the Bishop of Rome, and deplored the 
schism at the Reformation, lauding the Roman ritual and missal. 

1. Horns ANTICHRIST Is Nor YET CoME.— Various of these 
tracts stress the value and providential superintendence of the 
liturgies of the church." Others deal with Antichrist; for ex- 
ample, in No. 88, Advent Sermons on Antichrist, there are four 
sermons devoted to the times, the religion, the city, and the 
persecutions of Antichrist. On the "time" of Antichrist the 
author says: “If, chen, Antichrist is to come immediately before 
CHRIST, and to be the sign of His coming, it is manifest that he 
is not come yet, but is still to be expected," and couples with 
this the literal time-period feature: "Further, it appears that 
the time of Antichrist’s tyranny will be three years and a half, 
which is an additional reason for believing he is not come." * 

2. MaiNTAINS ROMAN EMPIRE STILL Exisrs.— Moreover, 
the accompanying "time of unexampled trouble" has not yet 
come, neither had the restraining of Roman power been as yet 
taken out of the way, "for I do not grant that the Roman Empire 
is gone. Far from it: the Roman empire remains even to this 


30 See Tracts for the Times, b: Members of the University of Oxford, nos. 10, 71, 80, 
87; also Tract Number s Remarks on Certain Passages in the Thirty-nine "Articles, by John 
Henry Newman. 

41 Such as nos. 83, 84, 8 : 

32 Tracts for the Times, p 5, no. 83, Advent Sermons on Antichrist, p. 4. 
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day. "As the horns, or kingdoms still exist, as a matter of 
fact, consequently we have not yet seen the end of the Roman 
empire." “ | 

3. CONTENDS ANTICHRIST TO ВЕ SINGLE INDIVIDUAL.—The 
next proposition was that Antichrist is "one man, an individual, 
not a power or a kingdom.” ® Finally, “Antichrist will be an 
open blasphemer, opposing himself to every existing worship, 
true and false.” © 


V. Newman—Pope Not Antichrist but Spokesman for God 


Јонм Henry Newman (1801-1890), famous High Church 
Anglican convert to Roman Catholicism, and one of the prime 
movers in the Oxford Tractarian Movement, was born in Lon- 
don. He experienced "conversion" when fifteen years of age, 
and in the same year entered Trinity College; Oxford. . After 
finishing in 1821 he tutored for a while, was ordained in 1824, 
and became curate of St. Clements, Oxford. He was appointed 
to St. Mary's in 1827, and was preacher to the university in 1831- 
32. But he resigned and went on a tour of the Mediterranean 
with R. H. Froude—still leaning toward Protestantism, as indi-. 
cated by comments while in Rome. It was while on a voyage 
in the Mediterranean during this tour that he wrote "Lead, 
Kindly Light," in the midst of conflict and groping. | 

Newman returned home in 1833, in time to hear John 
Keble's" famous sermon of July 14 on "National Apostacy,”” 
which later came to be regarded as the inauguration of the Ox- 
ford Movement. Newman picked up the work from there and 
gave it momentum. Before the close of the month a meeting 
of High-Churchmen was held at Newman’s rectory, during which 
it was resolved to fight for “the apostolical. succession and the 
integrity of the Prayer-Book.” ^ | | 

43 Ibid., pp. 4, 5. | 45 Ibid.; p. 7. 

» Den PM (1792-1866), Anglican clergyman aed en was born in’ Gloucester. 
He was the actual author of the Oxford Movement, (o which he gave the initial impulse bj 


this sermon of 1833. 
48 Encyclopedia Britannica (14th ed.), vol. 16, pp. 314, 315. 
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A few weeks later Newman started the Tracts for the Times 
series —begun independently but called “Oxford Tracts"—from 
which the movement subsequently derived the name Tractarian- 
ism. He composed twenty-nine of the ninety tracts, all intended 
to revive the Catholic spirit in Anglicanism and to secure a sat- 
isfying basis of doctrine and discipline. These tracts were sup- 
plemented by Newman's Sunday afternoon sermons at St. 
Mary's; which exerted much influence. In 1835 Edward B. 
Pusey^ Joined the movement as an ally. Thus some called the 
group "Puseyites." 

Newman now became editor of The British Critic and gave 
a course of lectures in a side-chapel in defense of Anglicanism 
as a "middle way" between Romanism and Protestantism. By 
1839 he began to question the soundness of the Anglican posi- 
tion, and finally in 1841 published Tract Number Ninety, on 
the Thirty-Nine’ Articles of the Church of England —which were. 
the stumbling block—to show they were not against the author- 
ized creed of the Roman church, but only against popular errors 
and exaggerations. It was an attempt to reconcile the Roman 
and Anglican faiths. There was talk everywhere, and excite- | 
“ment reached a high pitch. Violent opposition was matched by 
ardent support, as Newman was denounced by some as a traitor 
and defended by others as a savior of the day. But Tract Num- 
ber Ninety ended the series, which was never condemned by 
the university as.a whole. (Title page and Newman portrait 
reproduced on page 540.) 

He resigned his vicarage and his editorship of The British 
Critic, and withdrew to Littlemore to study, living there under 
rigorous monastic conditions, seeking to reconcile himself with 
the Roman Catholic system. In 1843 Newman published a 
retraction of all the hard things he had formerly said against 
Rome. Finally, in 1845, he was received into the Roman com- 
munion, leaving Oxford for Rome, where, in 1846, he was 


49 Epwarp BOUVERIE Pusey goo 1882), English Hebrew scholar, was appointed regius 
professor of Hebrew at Oxford in 1828, holding the position until death. His avowed aim was 
to prevent the spread of German rationalism i in “england. In 1833 he joined Newman and Keble 
in the issuance of the Tracts series, and in 1836 began the translation of the writings of the 
ancient church Fathers. In 1843 he was suspended for three years from preaching at Oxford. 
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ordained a priest and later given a D.D. degree by the pope. In 
1847 he returned to England, where he continued to reside. In 
1854 Newman was called to Dublin as rector of the newly estab- 
lished Catholic University, and in 1879 he was given the car- 
dinal's hat. * 


1. NEwMAN AGREES WITH Topp’s Futurist Vigws.—New- 
man, in “The Protestant Idea of Antichrist,” ” written five years 
before he joined the Church of Rome, begins with this lauda- 
tory statement concerning the Todd lectures: 

“The Discourses which Dr. Todd has recently given to the world, are, 
perhaps, the first attempt for a long course of years in this part of Christen- 
dom [Protestant England] to fix a dispassionate attention and a scientific 
interpretation upon the momentous ‘Prophecies relating to Antichrist in the 
writings of Daniel and St. Paul.’ ” ™ 

In this treatise Newman quotes from Todd, and builds his 
arguments upon Todd from beginning to end, declaring, "We 
have pleasure in believing that in matters of doctrine we entirely 
agree with Dr. Todd." * _Todd’s main position, be it particu- 
larly noted, is "that the prophecies concerning Antichrist are 
as yet unfulfilled, and that the ы enemy of the Church 
is yet to come." ^ 


2. Коме Етнек House or Gop or Satan.—Newman 
plainly says, “We take up Dr. Todd’s position." " And he goes 
to the heart of the question with tliese two propositions: 


“The question really lies, be it observed, between those two alter- 
natives, either the Church of Rome is the house of God or the house of 
Satan; there is no middle ground between thém." * 

“The question is, whether, as he [Todd] maintains, its fulfilment is 
yet to come, or whether it has taken place in the person of the Bishop of 
Rome, as Protestants have very commonly supposed.” % 


3. CHARGE SPRINGS From MEDIEVAL Groups.—sStill follow- | 
ing Todd, he charges that the concept of the papal Antichrist 
sprang from “three heretical bodies" between the eleventh and 


50 John Henry Newman, “Тһе Protestant Idea of Antichrist’ (їч. published an The 
British Critic, and dr Dic Theological Review, October, 1840, vol. 28, n pp. 3 
as a review of Todd’s Discourses, referred to above, pp. '660- 663), in his ie a pur 
Historical, vol. 2, pp. s 

51 Ibid., р. m! 5 Ibid. 55 Ibid., р. 116. 

52 Ibid., p. 113. 54 Ibid., р. 114. 5 Ibid., р. 117. 
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sixteenth centuries—the Albigenses, Waldenses, and the Spir- 
itual Franciscans, the third of which arose in the bosom of the 
Church of Rome itself, as well as the Fratricelli, and the Joachim- 
ites, including Olivi—and then the Hussites, Lutherans, Calvin- 
ists, and English Reformers.” Lauding the Futurist Maitland's 
earlier research,” Newman scores the position of Bishops New- 
ton and Hurd in the past, and M’Neile and Irving in contem- 
porary times.” 

4. Is EITHER VicE-CunisT ов ANTICHRIST.—Dealing with the 
claims of the Roman church—that of speaking for Christ, de- 
veloping His words, suspending His appointments, granting 
dispensations, and absolving from sin—Newman sets forth the - 
alternatives with a penetrating clarity that reveals his whole 
concept of what constitutes Antichrist: 

“He who speaks for Christ must either be His true ambassador or 
Antichrist; and nothing but Antichrist can he be, if appointed ambassador 
there is none. Let his acts be the same in both cases, according as he has 
authority or not, so is he most holy or most guilty. It is not the acts that 
make the difference, it is the authority for those acts. The very same acts 
are Christ’s acts or Antichrist’s, according to the doer: they are Christ’s, if 
Christ does them; they are Antichrist’s if Christ does them not. There is 
no medium between a Vice-Christ and Antichrist.” © 

Thus he leads to the amazing conclusion that Christ left a 
visible church with invisible privileges, divinely endowed with 
authority to act for Him, irrespective of personal character or 
conduct. 

5. APPLIES MOUNTAIN AND KINGDOM PROPHECIES TO 
CHurcH.—Newman comes finally to the specifications of Dan- 
iel’s prophecy of the "stone cut out" of the mountain "without 
hands,” which "broke in pieces and consumed” all former king- 
doms and became a great mountain filling the earth; and of the 
saints of the Most High taking the kingdom and possessing it 
forever. This he applies to the reign of the church, as through 
her as His “vicar and representative, ... He has truly and liter- 
ally judged among the nations, and rebuked many people, 


57 Ibid., pp. 117-123. i 59 bid., p. 126. 
з Ibid., pp. 118, 125. в Ibid рр. 171, 172. 
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reigned in righteousness, promoted peace, taught the nations, 
repressed the wicked." “ 


6. CHOOSES AGAINST PAUL's ANTICHRISTIAN CORRUPTION. — 
Despite all the church’s defects this is "but a literal accomplish- 
ment of the sure word of prophecy concerning the reign of Christ 
upon earth." * His concluding item is: | 

"If we must go to prophecy, which set of prophecies is more exactly 

fulfilled.in the Church of the middle.ages, those of Isaiah which speak of 

‚ the evangelical kingdom, or those of St. Paul and St. John which speak of 
the antichristian corruption?" © 

Having denied application of the.prophecies to the Papacy, 
Newman undertakes to level the doctrinal barriers separating 
the Church of England from the Church of Rome. In Tract 
Number Ninety he boldly declares that "Scripture is not, on 
Anglican principles, the Rule of Faith."* Then he deals 
adroitly with pardons, the mass, purgatory, images and relics,. 
‘invocation of saints, maintaining that the Articles do not соп- · 
demn the doctrines of Rome but only her absurd excesses. 
Clever in concept, subtle and persuasive in reasoning, it gave 

_ the pro-Catholic slant to every one of the Articles and paved the 
way for the acceptance of Roman teaching. 

Upon becoming a Catholic, in 1845, Newman accepted 
those "additional Articles which are not found in the Anglican. 
creed"——including transubstantiation. Of this he said, “I had 
no difficulty in believing it as soon as I believed that the Catholic 
Roman Church was the oracle of God." It was this new con- 
ception of an infallible church that changed all things for New- 
: man—that and the dismissal of the pope from the charge of 
being Antichrist. | ; 

Such were the beginnings and the basis of that Romeward 
movement in the church of England that attained such large 
proportions and materially weakened the force of the great 
advent and prophetic awakening.. The new concept of prophecy 
was at the heart of it. 

*: Ibid., pp. 174, 175. & Ibid., р. 176. вз Ibid 


*! John Henry Newman, Remarks on Certain Passages in the Thirty-nine Articles 
(Tract Number Ninety), p. 20. У 
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SWEDISH CHILD PREACHERS HERALD JUDGMENT HOUR 


Royal Decree of 1726 Prohibiting Religious Meetings in Private Homes (Upper Left) ; Report of 

Dr, Skóldberg on Physical Condition of Preaching Children (Upper Right); Contemporary Press 

Articles Describe the Preaching Phenomenon (Lower Pair); and Typical Preaching Scene of the 
Time (Center) 


CHAPTER THIRTY-FIVE 


Chia Préachers of Sweden 
Warn of Judgment 


I. Setting and Occasion of Their Remarkable Witness 


The nineteenth-century Advent Awakening penetrated 
Scandinavia in the early forties, but by a means markedly differ- 
ent from that employed in any other country of the Old World 
or the New. In Sweden, preaching contrary to that of the estab- 
lished church was forbidden. Тһе clergy of the state church. 
opposed emphasis upon the soon coming of Christ. Their 
refusal to speak was met by the amazing spectacle of children and 
youth in the homes of humble cottagers—some of whom had 
not yet learned to read—proclaiming the impending judgment 
hour and imminent advent, and giving expositions of prophecy. 
This movement took place chiefly in southern Sweden, where 
many of the people were Pietists. A remarkable work was ac- 
complished, the populace being profoundly stirred. 

These were normal children, just like others, except when 
moved upon by a power outside themselves. Then their tone 
and manner changed, and they were impelled to proclaim a mes- 
sage calling for repentance and reformation of life. They con- 
demned sin and apostasy, lifted up the standard of righteousness, 
and urged all to flee from the wrath to come. Men trembled and 
forsook their evil ways, searching the Scriptures anew. The 

. Norr.—Due to postwar conditions, some of the Swedish accent marks for use with 
linetype machine lu time for tha Киш Their omision wil кошт Ip aj We 
with the reading. For technical accuracy, they will, if possible, be added in future editions. 
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intemperate and godless were transformed, and even a bishop 
and a physician were constrained to admit that it was not Satan 
but God who impelled these child preachers. 

1. Use or CHILDREN Nor WITHOUT PRECEDENT.— This use 
of children was not without precedent. At the first advent God 
put His Spirit upon little children, moving them to proclaim 
Jesus as the promised Son of David, as they waved their palm 
branches in the temple courts. Jesus had entered Jerusalem 
accompanied by the happy shouts of the multitudes. When the 
jealous Pharisees demanded that He silence them, Christ de- 
clared that their acclamations were in fulfillment of prophecy, 
and that if they should hold their peace, the very stones would 
cry out. 'The message must be given. So, when through fear 
of priests and rulers the adults became silent, these children 
caught up the refrain that had been dropped, waving their palm . 
branches and crying, "Hosanna to the Son of David." When 
the angered Pharisees called Christ's attention to their testimony, 
‘He answered by saying, "Yea; and have ye never read, Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?" ' 
Just “as God wrought through children at the time of Christ's 
first advent, so He wrought оваа them in giving the message 
of His second advent.” * 


2. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND CLARIFIES THE SITUATION.—AÀ 
retrospective glance over Swedish history will illuminate the 
picture. The Protestant Reformation bad long before pene- 
trated Sweden. Two brothers, Olaus (Olof or Olaf) and Lau: 
rentius (often given as Lars, or Lawrence) Petri (Latinized; 

sometimes spelled Petersen or Peterson), were educated at the 
University of Wittenberg under Luther and Melanchthon and 
embraced the doctrines of the Reformation. Returning to 
Sweden, they became its powerful advocates. On several occa- 
sions mobs inspired by the priests assailed them. But they were 
aided by the king, Gustavus Vasa I, who determined upon a 
reformation in both church and state. | 


1 Matthew 21:8-16. 
? Ellen С. White, The Great Controversy, pp. 367, 368. 
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Olaus became the professor of theology of Upsala, while 
Laurentius was appointed preacher in the cathedral at Stock- 
holm, later becoming Archbishop of Sweden, in 1531. The two | 
brothers translated the Bible into Swedish, and illustrated the 
prophetic symbols of Daniel and the Apocalypse by the classic 
woodcuts of Luther's Bible'—the four beasts of Daniel labeled 
with their respective names, the beast of Revelation surmounted 
by a triple crown, and the like. The Bible alone was their plat: 
form of faith. A monument in Orebro, now to be the scene of 
some .of these later manifestations, commemorates the memory 
of these two eminent теп.“ 

As Protestantism became the state religion, the clergy grew 
intolerant and ‘oppressive. Preaching that was considered dan- 
gerous to the state church was forbidden. "Thus on January 12, 
1726, a royal decree from Stockholm prohibited the gathering 
of people in private homes for religious purposes, with penalties 
for disobedience.’ ‘This mandate remained in effect for a cen- 
tury and a quarter, until modified by Royal Regulation No. 90, 
on October 26, 1858, and completely removed a decade later. 
It was therefore during the period of this enforcement that these 
child-preaching episodes took place. 


3. INTENSE OPPOSITION TO CHILD are —In the 1840's 
the advent message began to be preached by several laymen, 
called ropare, or "criers," who proclaimed the impending hour 
of God's judgment.” Large numbers gathered to hear them, © 
often in private homes or out in the woods. A real revival and 
reformation began. But frenzied attempts were made to stop 
them. They were declared insane or afflicted with some dread 
disease, and some were severely punished. Two young preachers 
—Ole Boqvist and Erik Walbom—still in their teens were 
arrested and accused in the parish of Karlskoga, in Orebro prov- 

3 See illustration in Prophetic Faith, vol. 2. 

* Lars Anton Anjou, Svenska k rkoreformationens historia Engish ed., The History of 
the Reformation in Sweden, pp. 6l- 65, 277-291); J. A. Wylie, e Histor of Protestantism, 
vol. 2, pp. 14-33; Clement M. Butler, The Reformation in Sweden, pp. 116-118; see also the 
several works of Daniel Gerdes. 

5 Förnyade Placat Och Förbud, Stockholm, 1726. (Title page reproduced on page 670.) 

6 Swensk Forfattnings- Samling, nr. 76, 6B. 


8 
7 Ellen G. White, ‘‘Notes of Travel," in Historical Sketches, p. 202. 
48 
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ince. When tried, they defended their faith and conduct from 
the Scriptures. In later life Boqvist stated: 


"When we were brought before the governor for examination, he 
demanded by what authority we were sent to preach. We referred him 
to Joel 2 and Rev. 14:6-8, and told him further that the Spirit of God came 
upon us with such power that we could not resist it.” * 


After being beaten they were taken to the hospital for 
mental examination by physicians. Their heads were shaved, 
with the exception of two strips of hair left in the form of a 
cross. Then they were imprisoned and tortured by powerful 
streams of cold water. Finally they were released, only to keep 
on preaching until 1844. | 

When in Sweden in 1885, Ellen G. White, who inquired 
' into these episodes, declared that the children thus affected were i 
unconscious of what was going on around them. They had all 
the characteristics of those in vision from God and spoke with 
convincing power that carried great influence. They lost their 
childish demeanor and spoke with all the force and power of 
full-grown men and women. Many who saw and heard them 
firmly believed God was using them to utter prophetically the 
message then due. An eyewitness account of one assembly in a 
cottager's house, addressed by a girl preacher, is cited: 


"When the last [of the people] had arrived, her manner changed 
entirely, both in boldness and movements, clearly indicating that she was 
moved by an invisible power, and not by her own natural gifts. When she 
commenced speaking, her voice also changed. She said, ‘Fear God, and 
give glory to him; for the hour of His judgment is come. She reproved 
sins, such as drinking, theft, adultery, swearing, and backbiting, and also 
reproved churchgoers for.attending church with worldly business in view, 
instead of listening to God's word and conforming their lives to it. Her 
voice and words were impressive. Many were weeping and sighing. They 
were told that time was given them to repent, but they must do it immedi- 
ately, and not put it off.” ° | 


8 Ibid., p. 204. (The story, as recorded in their own words, was reprinted in the Review: 
and Herald, Oct. 7, 1890 [vol. 67, no. 39], p. 612; while not a contemporary record, this 
constitutes valuable supplemental testimony from a personal participant.) 


9 Ibid., pp. 205, 206. Mrs. White adds the significant comment: "Years ago, the work 
of the first message in these countries was presented before me, and I was shown circumstances 
similar to those related above. It was God's will that the tidings of the Saviour's coming 
should be given in Sweden, and when the voices of His servants were silenced, He put His 
Spirit upon the children, that the work might be accomplished." 
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Let us now examine contemporary Swedish newspaper 
accounts, which constitute our primary sources. 


` П. Contemporary Witness of the Swedish Press 


1. RECOURSE TO THE PROPHECIES CONDEMNED.— Discussions 
of the strange "preaching sickness," afflicting some of the chil- 
dren of southern Sweden, permeated the Swedish press for two 
or three years—particularly in 1842 and 1848. Descriptions, 

. denunciations, and defenses were intermingled. These youthful 
"preachers" were bitterly opposed by the state clergy, and their 
exact words come to us only through their enemies. Their testi- 
mony was condemned by the religious leaders for three reasons— 
first, because the people were not spiritually needy, then because 
children and women should be silent in church, and finally be- 
cause the resultant reforms allegedly dealt with outward things. 
One writer, however, in a Stockholm paper, challenges the pro- 
priety of the commonly employed terms “preaching sickness,” or 
"preaching fanaticism," for, he says, these terms do not fit the 
accepted concept of preaching, for it "presupposes education, 
official call, and ordination.” ” 

Among the arguments he then employs for declaring that 
"this work is not of God" are these: First, the religious "condi- 
tion in Smaland" * is not in such à state that something so 
extraordinary is necessary. God provides for the extension 
of the kingdom of Christ “by ordinary means, namely through 
the Word, the Sacraments, and the ministry." There are still 
worshipers in uprightness and truth; there is still spiritual food 
for those who hunger and thirst. But if a revival were.due, then 
it would be needed more in other near-by provinces than 
in Smaland; second, the phenomenon is repudiated by the “ѕріг- 
itually enlightened teachers and other faithful"; third, it does 
not bear the "fruit of repentance"; and fourth, those who speak 
or prophesy are mostly children or unmarried girls. But, the 


10 Nordisk K-yrkotidning (Stockholm), argangen 3, sid. 268-271. 
11 Pronounced Smol land. 
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writer insisted, God said that the woman should be quiet in the 
church. God is the God of order. If He has commanded that 
women be quiet, they must be quiet. If He has commanded, 
aroused, апа impelled the girls in Smaland to speak, then He 
must take back His former word.” 

Apart from these criticisms the chief condemnation seems 
to center, significantly enough, on their "interpretation, or 
rather misinterpretation, of the Apocalyptic” messages. The 
writer sarcastically describes their alleged nog for something 
sensational: 


"One must see into the future! One must confound with new dis- 
coveries! One must prophesy! On what? On the imminent end of the 
world. To support their claims, they must make use of the holy and 
glorious revelation of Jesus to. John. О, ye self conceited, do ye really 
believe that ye by all your prophecies can take one single nail out of the 
joints of the world-building? Do ye know the interpretation of a single 
one of the symbols in Revelation? Have ye really found the golden cord 
that helps one through the labyrinth of the apocalyptic time prophecies? 
Do ye possess the knowledge, or in the absence of it, the grace, the enlight- 
enment of the Spirit, necessary to a sound, pure, and clear Biblical 
exegesis?” ?* 

He then concludes that “it is easy to recognize which spirit 
is working through these diviners." ‘This ecclesiastical writer 
confidently asserts that "these workings" come “from the devil." 
These very charges, however, are answered by others. 

Knowledge of the phenomenon spreads to Germany. Ad- 
verse comments appear in the Berlin: Evangelische Kirchen- 
Zeitung (Evangelical. Church Journal) from Dr. C. W. Heng- 
stenberg, professor in the University of Berlin, who criticizes it _ 
because it is not conducted by the "authorized ministry." 
Reason and education, he says, as well as piety, are needed, and 
in all religious services who is leading is to be definitely con- 
sidered.* In support, under notes concerning Sweden, Heng- 
stenberg quotes copiously from a hostile letter from the к 
in the Swedish Aftonbladet (Stockholm) of T 29, leta E 


be cited later. 


1 Ibid. 5 Ibid 
14 Evangelische Kirchen-Zeitung (Berlin), 30 Juli 1842 (Band 30, Nr. 61), Spalte 486. 
15 Ibid., 27 Juli, 1842 (Band 30, Nr. 60), Spalte 478 ff 
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2. TELL Crowns or APPROACHING WorLD’s ENp.—In De- 
cember, 1841, perhaps the earliest word of the innovation was 
received at the parish church of Hjelmseryd. Four young peas- 
.ant girls had begun to speak strangely on the approaching end 
of the world. Then came word of "a large number" of "prophet- 
esses of ten to twelve years of age" having similarly arisen in 
adjoining parishes. Because of this "preaching sickness," an 
attempt was made to isolate those “afflicted” from the other chil- 
dren, lest the contagion spread. The record in the Stockholm 
press, unfriendly to the phenomenon, continues: 

“They claim to have received their revelations directly through the 
. Holy Spirit and claim to have visited heaven and hell and seen the condi- 
tion and state of the dead. They prophesy the soon-coming destruction of 
the world, etc., and preach repentance and conversion. A general super- 
stition has taken hold of the people, who refute the warnings and instruc- 
tions of the priests, and in multitudes ranging from 2,000 to 3,000 go to. 
` listen to those who claim to be the chosen messengers of heaven.” * 

' Children of six, eight, and ten years of age caught the "disease." 

3. Номркерѕ BELIEVE PREACHING Is From Gop.—Large 
numbers of people came to hear these child preachers, ranging 
from hundreds to actual thousands. The popular belief as to the 
divine origin of these messages is revealed in another fontempe: 
rary paper. 

“From far and near hundreds of persons come daily to listen to these - 
girls. The girl from Swenarum, daughter of a poor peasant, preached 
twice а day, and had always two or three hundred listeners daily. The 
6th and 7th of this February, which days she declared to be the last when 
she would preach publicly, she was visited by about 3,000 to 4,000 ` 
. people. . .. 

“The common people either believe the girls to be God's [messengers], 

as they themselves claim, or they do not know what to think. Few are they 
` who do not see in this something marvelous, or feel this to be the voice of 
God to man. Almost everyone believes or trembles.” ” 

4. SING AND PREACH CONCERNING JUDGMENT.—The specific 
case of Lisa Andersdotter of Hjelmseryd—a girl of sixteen, of 
good health and pupa spirits—is noted. The press record 
states: d 


16 Aftonbladet (Stockholm), 23 febr., 1842. її Wexió-Bladet, 4 mars, 1842. 
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“On September 29 [1841], the reporter [Dr. Carlsson, provincial health 
officer], says she began involuntarily to sing, and this kept on day after day, 
so that, as she herself says, she hardly had time to eat. The sound broke 
forth, although her lips were closed, and the melodies were usually unknown 
to her. . ... Two weeks later she was impressed to give a spiritual talk, апа. 
after an interval of a week and a half she began preaching. She never 
preached when she was alone. ... Many people came to hear her wonder- 
ful sermons and admire her songs, which were impelled by a power entirely 
beyond her control. She often fell into a trance, like a magnetic [hypnotic] 
` sleep, when she supposedly had revelations. ... . She preached mainly on 
repentance and some wonderful things, and the last judgment, for which 
she, however, did not fix any definite time." * 


5. THE JUDGMENT AND PROPHECIES BLENDED.—In a 
lengthy circular letter from the Wexid Consistory to the clergy, 
concerning the religious movements in Smaland, a hostile report 
nevertheless stresses marked characteristics in the content of 
their messages. The critical allusion to their exposition of 
prophecy will be noted, though there seems to be no record pre- ' 
served of precisely what they expounded. This careful sum- 
marization of the circular discloses its spirit and content: 

In addition to confused prophecies concerning the last 
events and the impending judgment of the world, coárse chilias- 
tic dreams and. miscellaneous figures from the book of Revela- 
tion are presented, to which a sensuous interpretation is given. 
‘The important doctrine of the work of grace particularly appears 
to be wrongly comprehended and applied. In common with all 
zealots these misguided ones believe that the Holy Spirit will 
communicate directly and perceptibly with man. This is par- 
ticularly the case with the "sick ones." 

The principal aim in their preaching consisted in depicting 
the agony of hell and appealing to people to repent, and instruct- 
ing them as to how this should be done; viz., by casting away 
certain ornaments, by abstaining from the dance and other 
worldly pleasures, and above all by avoiding intoxicating bever- ` 
ages, as pertains to both the manufacturing and the consumption 
of the same.” 


18 Aftonbladet, 3 maj, 1842. . 
38 Ibid., 29 maj, 1842. (This is the item cited by Hengstenberg.) 
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This, be it remembered, is the testimony of a hostile wit- 
ness appearing in the daily press in Stockholm. 


6. Gop-sENT WARNING CONCERNING JUDGMENT.—After 
singing a psalm, a girl in Linhult, by the name of Carolina, began 
with an introductory text "after the fashion of the priests," ac- 
cording to another eyewitness. Then her alleged words are 
-quoted—though there is room to question their accuracy. At 
least it is a contemporary press report: 


“My beloved, blessed friends! I wish also to speak a few words of 
admonition tonight. Oh, that I could make you repent! But are not your 
hearts still as obstinate as before? The sun has just set. Who knows 
over whose heads it will rise again? Oh, the great and terrifying day of 
doom! Repent, repent, my beloved friends! Oh, that you would believe 
your teachers! But you have never done as they have told you. ‘Therefore 
God must send this message of repentance.” ?? 


Then the eyewitness reporter adds: 


“The whole meeting was a good example of proper worship of God, 
and the whole atmosphere was so quiet and peaceful, that if someone else 
besides the girl ‘crier’ had had anything to say from the Word of God, the 
little congregation would just as surely have listened thereto." * 


7. REFORMATIONS SPRING FROM .““REPENTANCE CRIERS."— 
Another eyewitness reports a group of “Repentance Criers," as 
they were often called, in Rada Parish, Varmland. After stating 
that "nearly the whole parish believed in the criers and their 
preaching as a great miracle from God," the writer tells of refor- 
mations of life wrought, stating — 


“That the manner of life and state of mind during the six weeks that 
the calls to repentance lasted, changed perceptibly; that dancing, card 
playing, drunkenness, pomp and vanity, the flagrant desecration of Sun- 
day, etc., have peculiarly decreased; that Sunday is now spent in attending 
meetings or in the reading and singing of God's word at home; that all 
women have removed combs and puffed sleeves; that because the criers 
have not mentioned the matter of taking God's name in vain this has not 
ceased, but the use of the Devil's name and the words bra and vars, which 
the criers have mentioned as gross sins, has ceased; that none among the 
peasantry scoff at the preaching mania [or malady]; that the use of medicine 
-for physical ills is regarded as sin; that the word of Scripture, ‘And it shall 
. ot a 

20 Svenska Biet (Stockholm), 4 okt., 1843. 

а Ibid. 
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come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 
all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams,’ is considered 
to have met its fulfilment in this phenomenon." 2° | 

8. PLayinc Carps THROwN Away As REsuLT.—Another 
writer, asserting that no adults and no married women had been 
“subject to this malady,” tells of the effect of the preaching upon 
the populace: “Decks of cards are either thrown in the lake or 
burned. In the whole Parish of Rada, as well as in near-by 
places or adjoining parishes, it is doubtful that a single deck of 
cards could be found among the peasants.” ? 

9. JOEL 2:28 QUOTED as AUTHORIZATION.—Again and again 
in the contemporary press, Joel 2:28 is cited as the authorization 
claimed for their violations of the custom of silence for children 
in all religious services. Incidentally, this report appears in The 
Pietist, many in Smaland being Pietists: 2 


“The editor has received a letter written by a man among the peasants ` 
of Smaland, regarding the rare phenomenon of some girls who began 
holding public meetings of a spiritual nature. They quoted Joel 2:28 as 
the reason for their public meetings, and gave powerful testimonies, ad- 
monishing the people to repentance. They also teach, that if the people 
do not believe their words, the children in the cradle shall begin to speak; . 
' they also believe that the Spirit tells them just when to speak.” * 

10. Eyes OPEN; UNCONSCIOUS or SuRRoUNDINGS.— Perhaps 
the most significant aspect of the entire.record of the child- 
preaching phenomenon was the declaration that, in the province 
of Skaraborg, some preached with eyes closed and were uncon- 
scious of surrounding circumstances, according to a witness who 
had "seen and heard them." Thus: 

"In the Province of Elfsborg I heard it told that they preached with 
the eyes open and standing. Here (in the Province of Skaraborg) I have 
seen and heard them preach, lying down, with closed eyes, and, as far as І 
could ascertain, entirely insensible and unconscious." * 

An antagonistic pastor in the Broddetorps parish, near 
Skóvde, in the Province of Vestergótland, reports that there 


those "affected by the epidemic" are boys. He adds: 
© ? [bid., 9 aug., 1843. за Thid., 12 okt., 1843: 


24 Pietisten (Stockholm), mars, 1842, sid. 45. (Title page re roduced on page 670. 
95 Svenska Biet, 29 juli, 1843. УВЕ : PNE ) 
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“Especially in Hornborga village has the epidemic furiously broken 
out, and six boys aged from 8 to 18 years are possessed with a dominant 
desire to preach, joined with fainting spells, when they seem to lie un- 
conscious and with some strong shakings in the arms and the whole body." * 


11. GovERNOR THREATENS PENALTIES FOR VIOLATORS.—Be- 
cause the “preaching sickness" has not disappeared from his dis- 
trict, Governor Carl Morner, of Växjö (Wexió), complains that 
the peasants had not obeyed the decrees, warnings, and admoni- 
tions to keep away from those children afflicted with the “preach- 
ing sickness." He repeats the threat of fines for any “who open 
their houses to such meetings and the preaching of the sick one," 
and warns that violators will be prosecuted.” 


III. Bishop-Butsch Discusses Character, Content, and Claims- 


Fortunately, a remarkable testimony from Bishop J. A. 
Butsch,.of Skara, has bten left on record concerning the sanity, 
. orthodoxy, humility, and wholesome character of these child 
preachers who had brought perplexity to his diocese. "Their 
stress on the coming doom of the corrupted world, the rebuke 
of sin, and the fact that these children claimed to have received 
their messages through visions should not be overlooked. 
Clearly, as he says, the phenomenon is not to be passed off as 
mere "religious enthusiasm." He and others refer to certain 
accompanying bodily manifestations. 


l. VISIONS ATTRIBUTED TO CHILD PnuEACHERS.— Writing in 
behalf of the Consistory of the Diocese of Skara, the bishop says: - 


“As far as I [the bishop] can see, this phenomenon is the result of com- 
bined mental and physical causes and cannot sufficiently be explained as 
being wrought by religious fanaticism. Many of the sick ones who were 
questioned, stated that. the abnormal condition in which they now were, 
. began with a strong impulse to repent and reform, accompanied by a feeling. 


^. of weakness, fatigue in the head or in the body generally, sweat, or aching 


chest, etc. Asked whether the physical ailments and the spiritual prompt- 
ings occurred altogether simultaneOtsly, . . . many, or most of them. 
` answered that the spiritual urge came first. . . . After the sick ones had 


æ Aftonbladet, 16 dee., 1842. 
27 Wexiö-Bladet, 3 juni, 1842. 
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begun shaking, they improved and felt better, and declared unanimously 
that they felt physically better than ever. Even those in whom the malady 
had advanced so far that they had visions and started preaching, said they 
were in the same joyful condition. In spite of the fact that the sick ones 
generally . . . had a happy, friendly, and affable look, I seemed to find, 
nevertheless, . . . that the shining gladness in their eyes and faces was 
something very peculiar and clearly suggested a condition of sickness. . . . 
It was generally conceded that the shakings in no wise were an integral 
part of Christian living, . . . but it was nevertheless commonly agreed that 
they were the manifestations of the Holy Spirit and a sign of grace given 
to the [allegedly] diseased .. . whereby . . . all who saw them should be 
reminded and convinced of the awfulness and iniquity of sin. . . . The 
preaching children stand in a peculiar, close relationship to each other. 
They are drawn to one another, and always, when together, they contin- 
ually give each other new tokens of the most hearty affection." * 


2. FonETELL Cominc DESTRUCTION OF THE. WorLp.— The 
bishop continues: | 


“The content of the talks or sermons of these sick ones . . . is almost 
always the same. They consist of simple admonitions to reform and to 
separate from sin. Sins especially pointed out are card playing, drunken- 
ness, dancing, and frivolity. Often were added predictions of the immi- 
nent overthrow of the world, combined with warnings, admonitions, and 
messages of comfort on the basis of the visions which had been granted the 
speaker. All recognized, in the first place, their own need of God's grace 
and mercy, and declared they left the judging of others to God. 

“The people in this district generally are distinguished by an altogether 
sufficient and often admirable understanding of Christianity, . . . and 
the sick ones were no exception to this genera] rule. Rather, I ought to 
admit that some among them expressed themselves on important religious 
questions with unusual understanding and clarity. Orthodox and not ad- 
hering to any heretical concepts, the sick ones nevertheless retained their 
conviction that not only their good impulses toward spiritual improvement 
. .. but also the physical symptoms of their [alleged] disease were from the 
Holy Ghost. In this they included their predictions of the imminent 
destruction of the world. | 

“The spiritual pride, which usually follows fanatics and reveals itself 
in judging others and having no patience with different thinking, was not 
seen in one of these sick." ? 


N Аина, 6 sept., 1842. The high standing of Bishop Butsch is attested by these 
biographical facts: JoHan ERT BuTscH (d. 1800) was appointed bishop of Skara in 1827, and 
received an honorary degree of D.D. in 1844. e served several terms as a member of the 
Swedish ‘parliament, officiated at the royal coronation in 1844, and on other royal family 
Occasions. He was a member of various official and ecclesiastical commissions and boards, was 
twice nominated for archbishop of the Swedish State Lutheran Church (in 1851 and 1856) 
but declined on both occasions. He was honorary director of the Swedish Bible Society and 
other organizations. (Svenskt Biografiskt Lexikon, Ny Foljd, 2 bd., sid. 335, 336.) 
?9 Ibid., 7 sept., 1842. 
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IV. Doctor Skoldberg Offers Expert Medical Opinion 


Vital testimony upon these cases is offered in Something on 
the Crying Voices," or the So-called Preaching Sickness in Sma- 
land in the Years 1842 and 1843, by an Eyewitness. This book, 
translated from the Swedish, was issued in German in 1843. 
The translator's ‘preface quotes a report from Dr. S. E. 
Skéldberg, medical officer of the province of Jónkóping, 
Sweden;* the appendix is a translation of the statement already . 
quoted from Bishop J. A. Butsch of Skara. The translator's 
foreword refers to this as "dependable information," based upon 
actual observation, and alludes to the difficulty of securing an 
“objective view." ^ i 

Dr. Sköldberg at first was hostile, but this attitude changed 
through examination of the evidence. He cites the case of Lisa 
Andersdotter, aged sixteen—already noted on p. 677—who 
engaged in this preaching and singing. Then he refers to Mary 
Swensdotter, thirteen, who, he says, contracted the “malady” 
from Lisa. He declares it "absolutely impossible" to stop her 
witness, even by compressing her nostrils and lips. She would 
not cease till she had finished her song. Next he refers to her 
alleged declaration that "the world would come to an end in 
five years, although, at another time, she declared that the thou- 
sand years would begin," * there being no conflict, however, be- 
tween the two concepts. Other girls soon began to “preach and 
prophesy.” ‘Then still other cases of the "preaching sickness" 
are cited from the diary of another eyewitness.” This, be it 
remembered, is a physician's declaration. | 


30 Like John 1:23: “I am the voice of one crying [ropande] in the wilderness.” 
31 Einiges über die rufenden Stimmen oder die sogenannte Predigtkrankheit in Smaland 
in den Jahren 1842 und 1843. Von einem Augenzeugen. . И AUR 
32 The caliber and competency of this eminent medical witness is attested by his bio- 
graphical record: Sven Erik $кбирвево (1806-1884), government medical officer of the Jön- 
Oping Province, from 1834 to 1864, and for a time medical director of the famous Serafimer- 
Hospital in Stockholm, was knighted in 1858. Member of the Swedish Medical Association 
board, 1843-1884, and contributor to medical journals, he was the official Swedish representative 
to several international medical congresses. Dr. Skéldberg was a leader in the field of medicine, 
having done extensive research work in medical science in general, particularly in public health 
service in the leading countries of Europe. In 1843 he published a scientific report on the 
religious movement in the province of Jönköping, from which these excerpts are taken. 
(Svenskt Biografiskt Lexikon, Ny Följd, 10 bd., sid. 25, 26.) 
Einiges über die rufenden Stimmen, S. v, vi. 
bid., S. vii-xi. 
#5 Ibid., S. xii-xiv. 
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l. CLAIM Divine Commission TO URGE REPENTANCE.— _ 
Declaring that these calling "voices" sometimes continued “for 
hours" Dr. Skóldberg adds that they cautioned the people 
against believing that these calls had come from Satan. They 
claimed that the Lord had sent them to turn the attention of 
the people to the Bible, to the faith of Tesus, and to conversion. 
They declared, *He who says that these admonitions come from 
Satan is condemned." Whisky they called the “wine of wrath." 
They opposed all immoral life, drunkenness, dancing, and all 
kinds of vices, and asked the people to judge themselves in the 
light of the Ten Commandments. The voices claimed that they 
were not preachers, but that they were sent by the Lord to call 
people to repentance, and that no one, not even the angels, 
knows the exact time of the day of judgment.” 


2. SIMPLY AGENTS OF “HIGHER INFLUENCE.’’—Their utter- 
ances called for the renunciation of sin and for receiving the 
Saviour into the heart. Otherwise, “when the Lord will come, 
these fruitless trees will be cut down.” * Noting that the voices 
were not confined to “апу special sect," this further remarkable 
conclusion is drawn: 


“The language is simple and none of them tries to do.as the preachers— 
take a Bible verse and expound their text; but they have: gotten truths 
from God's Word to strengthen their calls to repentance, and lovely verses 
of song were effectively used. Nearly all genuine voices speak without 
understanding what they say, sometimes Continuing for four: consecutive | 
hours. Consequently the;people look upón these appeals as signs and 
wonders of God. The calls to repentance which-I heard were so pure 
that no one, . . . Bible in' hand, could criticize them, much less say they 
were heresy. 

"I had a prejudice, an abhorrence for all these voices, and considered 
them heretical and fanatical spirits. If an accidental circumstance had not 
directed that I hear one of them, I would still have been of the same opin- 
ion. I had believed it depended on their free will to speak when they 
wished. . . . But because I have become convinced that not a single 
word that must be spoken when the inner compulsion comes, is dependent 
on their own choosing—for then the message gushes from their breast like 
a bubbling spring—I repent of all my harsh opinions and stand in amaze- 
ment of them.” * | 


Ibid., S. 27. — эт Ibid., S. 28. $ Ibid.,“S. 30, 31. 
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3. SEVENTY DISTILLERIES CLOSED IN FORTNIGHT .— The radi- 
cal reformation of life resulting is next attested by the doctor: 


“Very many listeners were prompted to denounce sin. Drinking, 
dancing, and card playing practically vanished. . .. When Stina Carlsdotter 
in Rydaholm began the call to repentance, within a fortnight seventy 
distillers declared themselves unwilling to distill further, which fact was 
publicly mentioned in the pulpit by Pastor Bexell.” ® 


4. Is THE INTERVENTION OF THE ALMIGHTY.—Taking issue 
with the clergy, Dr. Skóldberg makes this amazing statement as 
to the origin of these manifestations: 


“As to the voices, as already mentioned they have no free will, but are 
impelled by an inexplainable urge, which greatest theologians and doctors 
could with difficulty explain by natural means. Lo, it must be: recognized 
as a sign by everyone who looks above and believes- that God rules the 
world. То the wise men. of the earth all this may appear merely as а 
natural phenomenon, yes, without exception as an illusionary illness com- 
bined with illusions; but He who created the world has also sent this so- 
called sickness as a sign of the times. It is the all-wise God and no one else 
who has instigated this call to repentance of the true and the just, so that. 
these callers [Rufer] were no more responsible for what they had to speak 
than was the son of the widow of Nain when he again received life. 

“The voices did not pose as teachers but as awakening voices, and 
certainly said nothing from which confusion might be feared. The voices 
directed to God's Word, to the ordained ministers, to the house of God, 
and pricked their consciences to search. . 

“Certainly it is amazing that shepherds of the flock who devote them- 
selves to the things of the spirit as leaders of others, have not considered 
it worthwhile to investigate for themselves what the real situation of these 
voices is, who bring a real awakening to the people, but listen only to the 
tales of other people. ` 

“The spiritual leaders say: If this were of God's Spirit, these voices 
would be able to interpret the Bible." ° 


5. MepicaL TESTIMONY ON PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.— Con- 
cerning the physical phenomena connected with this super- 
natural preaching, Dr. Skóldberg gives his objective witness as a 
physician who has personally examined them, in these words: 

* As to the outward àppearances, the true voices lie in a stunned condi- 


tion, sometimes for an hour, before the urge to call opens the mouth. It 
is remarkable to see what happens to them, as soon as they fall asleep, how 


æ Tbid., S. 32. —— ; 
40 [bid., S. 32, 33. . 
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the convulsive motion begins in the fingertips and the feet, advances 
through the limbs to the chest, which begins to heave, and continues toward 
‘the lips. Some lie still, pale as.a corpse, wholly motionless, only the chest 
heaving, until the call begins, a circumstance which takes place in all cases. 
Breath cannot be observed, although they doubtless must breathe. Of all 
these happenings the voices know absolutely nothing as long as the weak- 
ness and convulsion continue. I have endeavored to see and examine as 
much as I possibly could, but still can comprehend nothing, but only see 
and hear what transpires.” “ 

“T have not brought this forth in order to sing the praises of the voices; 
no, I only wish to recount what I have seen and heard insofar as it can be 
useful in clarifying the facts... . Besides, what they stress from beginning 
to end of their speeches is the quintessence of Christianity—]esus Christ, 
prayer, conversion, repentance, and renunciation. No one of objective 
judgment can say this is Satan's work (Kleiner von gesundem Urtheile kann 
sagen, dies sei Satans Werk). . . . The visions of these voices [concerning 
heaven and hell] may be interpreted by each as he is inclined. I have here 
stated my views, and what may be deficient in them, the more learned may 
correct. The persons whom 1 interrogated are still alive, so that further 
research might be undertaken at will." ® 


6. DECLARED A FULFILLMENT OF JOEL 2.—The doctor closes 
his “observations” concerning his investigations with this con- 
clusion: 


“What conclusions may we draw concerning this matter? "The voices 
themselves believe they are continuing the words of the prophet Joel 
(second chapter), and that therefore the Holy Spirit of God has not ceased 
to show Himself in marvelous ways, because at one time at Pentecost He 
revealed Himself mightily through the apostles and diciples, and they 
themselves point out that the book of Acts does not mention that ‘sons and 
daughters, menservants and maidservants,’ received the Holy Ghost at 
that time. The voices believe that the prophecy of Joel reaches till the 
end of the world [time]." * 


Nore: For the translations from Swedish and German appearing in 
this chapter, indebtedness is here expressed to С. А. Lindsay, Leif Kr. 
Tobiassen, Dyre Dyresen, O. Granlund, J. F. Huenergardt, and Clara 
Witzke. 


а Ibid., S. 36. 


53 Ibid., S. 38. In an Appendix to this work appears the report of Bishop, Butsch on 
the so-called preachin sickness, issued August 10, 1842, from ЅКага Domkapitel, “а hehalf 
` of the Consistory in Skara,” which. has already been noted. (See pp. 39-50; quoted i aloi in the 
Stockholm sistory in Skar 6,7 sept., 2.) : 


CHAPTER THIRTY-SIX 


E fective Expositors in Switzerland, 


France, and Germany 


I. Gaussen—Uplifts Prophetic Torch in Geneva 


The world character of the Advent Awakening is strikingly 
revealed in FRANcors SAMUEL RoBERT Louis GAUssEN -(1790- 
1863), French-Swiss Evangelical professor. Born of Protestant 
refugee parents at Geneva—city of Calvin, Beza, Farel, and of 
Knox during his exile from Scotland, also the city in which the 
French Huguenots found an asylum following the Revocation ` 
of the Edict of Nantes—-Gaussen graduated from the University 
of Geneva in 1814, was licensed to preach in 1815, and was 
-ordained the next year. From 1816 to 1828 he served as pastor 
at the rural town of Satigny, near Geneva. Here he succeeded 
-Gellerier, who had retained his Christian fidelity: and simple 
faith amid the general falling away from the ancestral beliefs 
on the part of the Swiss clergy. 

The spirit of rationalism pervaded all Xie, and. Socin- 
ianism had made heavy inroads at Geneva.’ The liberalism of 
Rousseau was lauded, and D’Alembert and Voltaire gained a 
hearing. Edward Gibbon had chosen near-by Lausanne as his 
residence. The renewal of the evangelical faith in Switzerland 
about this time was largely due, as previously noted, to the 
arrival of Robert Haldane, in 1817, who soon became odious to 
the majority of the Geneva clergy—the Vénérable Compagnie 
pp. 278. E 4 Sos Good, History of the Swiss Reformed Church Since the Reformation, 

687 


| DUEL ag LUI 


HAAN ive at Fy А 
"e hk Laws POUR Cg 
br Haseup ы 


эж» 


^w MEME nes. 


PIS Hass 


‚рй Mx 

Bi ONE À 

А Эх Tose 
; Ал ALS n LEN 


новае: 


eae fea sine Ў 
* 


“жалаага by 


MARGARET BL 


GAUSSEN LEADS PROPHETIC EXPOSITION IN SWITZERLAND 


Clustered Around Gaussen's Portrait Are His Lessons on Daniel in French (Upper Left) and the 

Printed English Translation Up to Chapter 7, verse 25, With a Page From the Remaining Portion 

of Daniel in Lithographed Manuscript Only (Upper Right) Illustrations of the Fourth Beast of 
Daniel 7 and the Dragon and Beasts of Revelation 13 and 17 Impress the Lessons 


des Pasteurs having passed four resolutions on May 8, 1817, pro- 
hibiting preaching upon certain important Christian doctrines. 

Gaussen was profoundly influenced by Haldane, and later 
by Henry Drummond, who helped the ejected ministers to form 
an independent church—Malan, Mejanel, and Pyt being among 
them. In 1819 Gaussen and Cellerier upheld the Evangelical 
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faith, protested the action of the Company, and published the 
Second Helvetic Confession, and so came under discipline. The 
Company ordered Gaussen to use the emasculated and rational- 
istic catechism which had been substituted for Calvin’s original. 
Because he refused, he was regarded as heterodox and later - 
suspended. His aim, however, was not to divide but to reinspire 
the church. Because of the clash, Gaussen, with . Merle 
d'Aubigné' and Galland, formed the Evangelical Society to dis- 
tribute Bibles and tracts, and to foster missionary work for the 
heathen. | | 

. The Consistory deposed Gaussen and suspended the others 
in 1831, because of their activities as founders of the Geneva 
Evangelical Society's School of ‘Theology.’ Gaussen accepted a 
call to the chair of theology in 1834. Following this, he traveled . 
in England and in Italy, where he came in contact with many 
evangelical leaders and students of prophecy, who used to meet 
for "mutual improvement and edification.” ‘ Gaussen was a 
zealous advocate of the doctrine of the second advent. And his 
belief in the prophecies of Daniel was an anchor that held him 
through many a storm. Gaussen’s visit to Rome impressed him 
more than ever that Antichrist was indeed reigning there. 

During his teaching at the newly opened Theological Semi- 
nary at Geneva he gave particular attention to the exposition of 
prophecy, and this resulted in his lessons on the prophet Daniel. 
He pointed out the absurdity of explaining prophetic days as 
natural days. Gaussen continued to teach for twenty-five years, 
becoming one of the foremost representatives of orthodox 
Protestantism on the Continent, his influence being felt through 
the professor’s chair, the pulpit, and the press. Gaussen is of 
special interest because he was cited by Ellen G. White in The 
Great Controversy as one of the conspicuous heralds of the 
advent in the Old World, second advent awakening.’ 


2 Jean Henri MerLe v’Ausione (1794-1872), celebrated Swiss church historian, was born 
near Geneva. His Histoire de la réformation au seiziéme siécle gave him a wide reputation, 
and has been translatéd into many languages. Afterward, in 1831 he was professor of historical 
theology at the Ecole de Théologie Evangélique at Geneva. | : . 

3 Alexander Haldane, The Lives of obert Haldane’... and James Alexander Haldane, 
pp. 430, 431. 4 Samuel Gobat, Life and Work, p. 43. - 

5 Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, pp. 364-366. 
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Of his writings, some of which had wide circulation, Gaus- 
sen is best known for his Théopneustie, ou Pleine inspiration des 
saintes Ecritures (1840, translated as T'héopneustia, or Plenary 
Inspiration of the Bible, 1841). His Daniel le prophéte, exposé 
(Daniel the Prophet Explained) (1839-1849); Geneva and 
Rome (1844), and Geneva and | Jerusalem (1844) are of special 
interest in our quest. His Canon des Ecritures Saintes (Canon 
of Holy Scripture) was not issued till 1860. This latter title, 
however, did not touch upon prophecy. 


II. Address on Popery Reveals Penetrating Exposition 


Gaussen’s keen exposition can best be glimpsed through this 
recital. On October 3, 1843, just back from a trip to Rome, 
Gaussen delivered a remarkable address’ to his students in 
Geneva, Le Souverain pontife et l'Eglise de Rome, soutiens de la 
vérité, par l'accomplissement des Ecritures (The Sovereign- 
Pontiff and the Church of Rome, Upholders of the Truth 
Through the Fulfillment of the Scriptures). It sets forth four- 
teen marks for identification of the. Little Horn, forming an 
inescapable composite picture. Translated into English for | 
the New York Observer, it was reprinted by J. V. Himes in The. 
Midnight Cry" and published by him in tract form, with notes 
and illustrations of the four beasts of Daniel 7, under the title 
The German Rebuke of American Neology. 

'To the prophetic faith of their Geneva forefathers, Gaussen 
now adds "many new reasons which our fathers did not possess." 
His basic proposition is that "Rome is the Babylon of which 
John speaks; the pope, the Man of Sin, the son of perdition of 
whom Paul speaks; popery, the little horn of which Daniel 
‘speaks.” This, he holds, has been the teaching of the. church 
for centuries. 

“This doctrine, constantly held. in the church of God for 
more than twelve hundred years has. been lightly esteemed” i 


' 6 English edition: The Prophet Daniel Explained, translated by Margaret Blackstone, 
2 vols., 1873-1874. 
7 Extracts from this lecture are available in Source Book for Bible Students, pp. 308-310. 
8 “Popery, an Argument for the Truth, by Its Fulfilment of Scripture "ресе, 
The Midnight e July 11, 1844 (vol. 6, no. 26), pp. 409-411. 
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later times of laxity.. Then mention is made of Waldo, Wyclif, 
Huss, Jerome, and the later Reformers in Switzerland and 
France. . 

After their French forefathers had made their Confession of 
Faith at La Rochelle, says Gaussen, they added, at the Synod of 
Gap in 1603, Article 3ł declaring that the bishop of Rome, hav- 
ing reared up for himself a monarchy in Christendom by claim- 
ing dominion over all churches and pastors, had lifted himself 
up to the extent that he called himself God, insisted on being 
worshiped, decided articles of faith, interpreted Scripture at 
will, released from vows and oaths, ordained new services of 
God, and trod underfoot the legitimate authority of magistrates. 
Gaussen adds that Protestant ministers were persecuted there- 
after for fifty years because of this article. But they still retained 
their characterization of Antichrist in the Synod of Loudun, in 
1659, with the declaration: : | 

"We are resolved, after their example, never to abandon them [their 
positions regarding Antichrist] by the grace of God, but to preserve them 
inviolably to the last moment of our lives." '? 

In Daniel 2, Gaussen continues, the history of the nations 
is portrayed under the figure of the image, up to the second 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, In Daniel 7 "the same succes- 
sion of four great monarchies" brings us to the time and place 
of "a most frightful apostasy,” which would afflict the church 
for centuries, which would take "its rise in the empire of the 
Latins, soon after its division into ten distinct kingdoms," and 
which “should not be destroyed till the second coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” | 

Four great beast-kingdoms, symbolizing the four monarch- 
ies, equally cruel and tyrannical, will oppress the people of 
God— Babylon, Medo-Persia, Macedonia, and the Latin king- 
dom, which becomes divided in the ten horn-kingdoms of 
Gothic origin. These are the Visigoths, Heruli, Ostrogoths, 
Franks, Burgundians, Vandals, Alans, Suevi, Gepidi, and Lom- 


э Ibid., р. 409. 
10 Le КООР pontife et l'Eglise de Rome, pp. 9, 10. 


692 PROPHETIC FAITH | 


bards. Thus the time and place of the predicted apostasy is 
disclosed. It is the “Roman apostacy, it is the whole territory of 
the Latin monarchy; its time is the ages which shall follow the. 
invasion of this empire by the ten barbarian kings." Popery 
is here found "completely described" by fourteen identification 
inarks, which Gaussen now unfolds and. integrates: 

l. Its nature—a priest-king, among the ten but different 
from the others, having a "political and a religious character." 

= 2. Its geography—the "lands of the church" are found in 
Italy, and the theater of its power is the "vast empire of the ten 
Latin kingdoms.” It is the "city of seven hills.” It has a Roman 
Pontiff, and its territory extends "between the Rhine, the Dan- 
ube, the Greek Empire, the Adriatic, Mount Atlas, and the great 
ocean"—or throughout the territory of the fourth beast. 

3. Its origin—slowly, imperceptibly, as a horn grows, ap- 
pearing among the ten, - 

4. The chronology —" immediately after the division of the 
Latin empire into its ten Gothic kingdoms," in the sixth or 
seventh century. 

5. Its territorial acquisitions—supplanting “the Herules, 
the Ostrogoths; and the Lombards,” the pope's Babylonish tiara 
bearing the three crowns of the horns plucked up before him. . 

6. Its extraordinary sagacity—exercising consummate skill, 
policy, vigilance, and power, ruling the whole Catholic empire, 
and agitating the world. Its eyes are the "secret of its power,” 
exercising constant oversight ‘over every part of the earth by 
her religious orders, Jesuits, apostolical prelates, and confession- 
als. Its penetrating eye "never sleeps.” It has the cumulative 
knowledge of centuries. 

7. Its as A aiy false legends, books, relics, medals, 
cures, and especially its "false decretals" that deceived all Europe 
for 500 years, ministering to its success. 

8. Its pomp—greater than the greatest kings, with pictures ` 
in the Vatican of kings like Henry IV and Frederick Barbarossa 
in penitence, and the Pontiff borne on the shoulders of men, as 
his subjects kneel and kiss his feet. 
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9. Its language—great swelling words, threatening words, 
words of pride and command, sending nations on remote expedi- 
tions and wars of extermination. For centuries its thunders and 
anathemas have resounded. — 

10. Its duration-—until the coming of Christ, surviving the 
centuries with impunity. 

ll. Its blasphemies—called the pope Holy Father, Most - 
Holy Father, His Holiness, declaring him infallible, releasing 
man from the commands of his Creator, creating priests who in 
turn create God in a bit of bread. 

12. Its homicidal hatred—its persecution of true Christians 
through the dungeons and auto-da-fés of the Inquisition. Other 
governments kill men, but the Pontiff has put to death the 
saints, the duty of putting heretics to death being binding. 
through the irrevocable decrees of councils. 

13. Its audacious heresies——pretending to change the law of 
God, putting its decrees and traditions above Scripture, pretend- 
ing to pardon sins and to dispense. with duties which the law 
commands, forbidding the reading of the Scriptures in the ver- 
naculars. ` 

14. Its exact duration—for 1260 years, which period is 
` repeated, specified, and exactly fulfilled. Such was Gaussen's 
' penetrating identification of Antichrist in 1843, summarized 
under fourteen divisions. 


III. Expositions for Children Reach Adults 


1. DaniEL 2 Is Key ro Wonrp's Hisrory.—Gaussen’s Sun- 
day school lessons on Daniel the Prophet were first given about 
1837 as a series of Sunday school lectures, ostensibly for the chil- 
dren, but really in order to reach their parents. ‘The plan suc- 
ceeded, and older persons came to his lectures, filling the galler- 
ies. These included strangers visiting Geneva from other lands. - 

' Thus his message was carried to other parts. Then he published. 
his lessons to foster the study of prophecy among the French- 
'speaking people. At the very outset Gaussen cites Christ's ad- 
monition to read and understand the prophet Daniel, declaring 
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that Daniel 2 affords the “key to the world's history." " Gaussen's 
exposition in these lessons is not smooth flowing, but is repeti- 
tious because in weekly lesson form, repeating and reviewing the 
fundamental points and principles. But by that very process the 
teachings were driven home. Nevertheless it must have been 
rather deep for the children. 

Portraying the history of the successive states of Babylon, 
Persia, Grecia, Rome, and then the ten Gothic nations, Gaussen 
comes to the last days and the "time of the end." " Moreover, 
he declares, the papal power is portrayed" in the paralleling 
prophecy of Daniel 7. And Daniel's "seventy weeks of years" 

. stretch "between the decree of the King of Persia and the death 
of Jesus Christ.” Such are the rapid brush strokes used to 
paint in the background. Then he digresses, to note that 
Ptolemy, in his list of eclipses, divides the periods the same as 
Daniel, tabulating the eclipses occurring under the four suc- 
cessive empires of prophecy." The breast and arms, he adds, 
involve two elements, representing Media and Persia.” 

2. TEN Divisions oF ROME ENUMERATED.— Toward the end . 
of Rome's existence the empire was to be "divided by ten bar- 
barous nations." Coming in from the north, they invaded the 
whole of it and continued under a new form, soon adopting ` 
Rome's laws, religion, and language." The ten kingdom-divi- 
sions are listed by Gaussen as the Visigoths, Ostrogoths, Heruli, 
Lombards, Franks, Burgundians, Alani, Suevi, Gepidi, and 
Vandals.^ The Huns, he says, are not to be counted.” 

3. MINGLING OF CLAY AND IRON: CHURCHCRAFT AND STATE- 
cRAFT.—The four fierce beasts, or persecuting empires, of Daniel 
7 Gaussen stresses as the same four powers of Daniel 2—with 
Rome the fourth.” The three horns plucked up in Italy, to make 
way for papal sway, were the Неги, Ostrogoths, and Lombards.” 
The Persian ram and the Grecian he-goat are duly noted. Then ` 


m оон Gaussen, The Prophet Daniel Explained (Blackstone translation), vol. i, 
PP- $o 1 Ibid., pp. 54-65; 149. 15 [bid., p. 49. 18 Ibid., pp. 66, 67, 183. 
13 Ibid., рр. 43-45, 48. 16 Tbid., pp. 56-58. 1 [bid., pp. 67, 208. 

14 Jbid., p. 48. 11 Ibid., pp. 66, 69. 
20 Ibid., pp. 162-165, 199-203, 219, 222. 71 Ibid., pp. 211-213. 
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the mingling of the iron and the clay, in Daniel 2, is declared to 
be the union of statecraft and churchcraft.” 


4. CARTOONS OF PnoPuEric SvMBoLs.— The third volume 
of Daniel le prophéte strikingly cartoons the ten horns, with the 
three in process of uprooting” and the papal Little Horn 
in the act of emerging. There is also the great dragon, the two 
beasts of Revelation 13, and the woman with the cup on the beast 
of Revelation 17. -A table of dates,” listing the leading events of 
the centuries, places the beginning of the 1260 years in 529, 
when Justinian made the Christians of the West amenable to 
the court of the Bishop of Rome. It ends them with the cata- 
clysmic French Revolution of 1789, which abolished the laws 
making the Christians of the West amenable to the Bishop of 
-Rome. 


5. LITTLE Horn, CAREER or КімсІҮ BisHop.—Volume 3 
continues the explanation of Daniel. Gaussen had published 
only up to Daniel 7:25 at the time of his death, though another 
volume was left in manuscript. The chief burden of this.third 
treatise is the "Little Horn ... the chief enemy of God in the 
West,” and "persecutor of the faithful." The judgment is the 
grand climax, and the end—the slaying of the beast." 

This Little Horn power is a monstrosity, a "temporal 
prince” in Roman territory, wearing a crown like the other 
horns, and having "territorial and political power"—an “elev- 
enth king in the midst of the.ten others." This amazing horn 
follows the ten, sprouting from the imperial head of the fourth 
beast. While his territory is small, he becomes stouter, growing 
'up in the foaming sea of nations, and uprooting three horns. He 
has penetration. He is a "see-er"—a king, prophet, and bishop 
with eyes, claiming to be a universal bishop.” 

6. Stone SmireEs Iron-CLay AT ADVENT.—Then comes the 
judgment scene, with the judgment of the Man of Sin at the 


22 Ibid., p. 246. : 
2 Тре Heruli, Ostrogoths, and орага See Leson XXX on Daniel 7:19, 20, in 
Blackstone's translation, vol. 1, pp. 208, 
7 Daniel le Profhéte, expost, уо]. 1 ТУТ ed.), p. B " 
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second advent, as Christ comes in the clouds of heaven.” This 
will take place after the 1260 days are accomplished, and is por- 
trayed by the Apocalypse as burning with fire.^ This destruction 
also comes when the stone smites the image, and the iron and 
clay, or commingled state and church, are crushed and anni- 
hilated.” 


7. Lire SPAN Is 1260 YEARS.—The life of the Little Horn 
is three and a half times, ог 1260 years, as cited in the various 
places—each recorded: "time" being “360 prophetic days, each 
representing a year." *: This horn, Gaussen says, is Paul's Man 
of Sin, sitting in the temple of God, but held back at first by the 
Roman Empire.” Antichrist is declared a vicarious functionary, 
a rival, a vice-Christ.” 

8. MOHAMMEDANISM INVOLVED IN. 2300 YEAns.—Gaussen's 

‘lesson on the Medo-Persian ram of Daniel 8 and the Macedonian 
he-goat—-which vivid symbol was displayed on Grecia’s Standards 
—is preserved in full, but is found only in plated manuscript 
form.” The little horn of chapter 8, Gaussen holds, represents 

| Mohammedanism, and not Antiochus Epiphanes" Moham- 
medanism, he feels, had been raised up as a fit punishment for 
the departures of the churches in Occident and Orient.” But 
Mobammedanism would perish through divine "intervention" 
at the end of the 2300 years. Others had studied diligently into 
the chronology of this period, and he leaves this research to 
them.” 

' 9. Seventy Weeks Enp WITH Cunisr's DEATH.— Ihe sev- 
enty weeks, or 490 years, of chapter 9, are dated by Gaussen from 
the seventh year of Artaxerxes, or from 458 s.c. (0 А.р. 338 ——that 
is, to Christ's death.” Six things happen in that seventieth week: 
the iniquity and revolt of the Jews reach their climax, the typical 

sin offerings end in the true Sin Offering, propitiation for , 


м Ibid:, pp. 32-42, 80. ` | de зо Ibid., vol. 3, pp. 73-75. 
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iniquity is accomplished. through Christ's shed blood, everlasting 
righteousness is brought in, every propheoy thereon is fulfilled, 
` and finally Christ is anointed.” 


10. DANIEL 11 RxrRAcEs COURSE or Empires.—Gaussen 
admits that Daniel 11 is difficult to present to such a clas. How- 
ever, he parallels the specifications of prophecy with the fulfill- 
ments of history, having one of the children read from the his- 
torians Millot and Royou.” Here for the fourth time Daniel · 
outlines the four kingdoms of prophecy. The chapter is, in 
fact, "the prophetic calendar of the centuries.” ® Daniel 7 per- 
tains to the Roman Empire, spread between the Rhine, the 
Danube, the ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea. It discusses the 
subsequent Papacy. As Daniel 8 pertains, he believes, to the - 
Persian and Greek monarchies and the Mohammedan power, 
which begins simultaneously with the Papacy,” so Daniel 1I 
passes through Persia, Grecia, and Rome.” 


11. LATTER Parr Presents THINGS то Come.—The latter 
part of Daniel 11, Gaussen avers, deals with "events yet to 
come,” “ and leads to the “day of Jesus Christ" and the second 
advent." ‘This is the climax of all the prophecies. The Anti- 
christ will have a new revival. And after the final struggle Christ | 
will appear.” Verses 31:35 deal with the Romans,” introduced 
under the expression the "ships of-Kittim," of verse 30. And 
verse 36 concerns Antichrist.” The “north,” he feels, means 
Russia.^ But here he treads rather lightly. | | 


12. 1335 Years REACH TO RESURRECTION.— In introducing 
Daniel 12 Gaussen reiterates the year-day principle for the sev- 
enty weeks, and the 1260-, 1290-, and 1335-years periods.^ The 
1335 years extend seventy-five years beyond the 1260, he holds, 
and lead directly to the resurrection of the just.” This latter 
period is called the "time of the end." Here is to be found the 
running to and fro concerning the prophecies and the coming 


38 Ibid., pp. 393, 394. 53 Ibid., no. 2, p. 18. 4 Ibid., no. 11, di^ 28. 
39 Ibid., no. i p. 116 (pagination not consecutive) : € Ibid., рр ро 9. 
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reign of God. A "science of prophecy" was being developed.” 
Gaussen closes the book of Daniel with an earnest appeal to be 
ever ready for the day of judgment, with our wedding garments 
on.” 


18. IDENTIFIED WrrH SyMBoLs or APocALvPsE.— Contin- 
uing lesson after lesson, repeating first from one approach, then 
from another, Gaussen builds an invulnerable case to show the 
children—and thus the parents—the prophesied character and 
identity of the little horn. He identifies the horn with the 
companion symbols of Paul and John.” He also identifies it with 
the second beast of Revelation 13,* the false prophet. It is like- 
wise the unchaste, drunken woman of Revelation 17, sitting 
on.the beast, astride the Latin Empire and dominating the great 

city of Rome." 
| 14. SEVEN CHURCHES REACH TO LAST TrMEs.— Tracing the 
seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3 from the early church of 
desire, in primitive purity, the church of the pagan persecution 
—with the special tribulation for ten years—Gaussen comes to 
the church of the elevation, from Constantine onward, and then 
the consummation of the apostasy, under Thyatira, the Philadel- 
phia church of the Reformation, and finally the lukewarm 
church of the last time—the church of the judgment of peoples." 

15. SEVEN SEALS EXTEND TO CONSUMMATION.— The seven 
seals similarly represent the "successive destinies of the Roman 
Empire froin the days of St. John, until the consummation of all 
things." These are distinct epochs,” and in these the great 
- apostasy is also portrayed." 

16. First Four TRUMPETS IN THE WEST. EET others, 
Gaussen holds that the seventh seal embraces the seven trumpets, 
from about д.р. 400 onward. The first four trumpets symbolize 
Alaric and the Goths, Genseric and the Vandals, Attila and his 
Huns, and Odoacer and the Heruli.” 


51 Ibid., p. 36. 52 Ibid., T d 37. 

53 Louis Gaussen, Daniel le prophète, exposé, vol..3, p. 
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17. Saracens (612-762); Turks (1057-1453).— The fifth 
and sixth trumpets pertain to the Fast, the fifth referring to the 
Saracens of Arabia, whose fierce horsemen spread like locusts, 
with the national turban-diadems on their heads. The continu- 
ance of their invasion was 150 years—from 612 to 672, with the 
building of Baghdad, the city of peace, on the Tigris.” The 
sixth trumpet is the Turkish woe, beginning to sound on the 
Euphrates and Tigris with Thorgrul Beg in 1057, and continu- 
ing the hour, day, month, and year—or 396 years—to 1453, at 
the overthrow of Constantinople.” With this Gaussen connects 
Russia, in Ezekiel 37-39, as the Magog of the North, of the sev- 
enth trumpet." This sounding, he adds, is near. 


18..LAriN Horn Wars 1260 YrAns.— Тер in Revelation 
10 and 11, John is commanded to measure the temple—the true, 
invisible church of God—during which time the “Little Horn 
of the Latins" makes war against the true church which worships 
in the invisible sanctuary," while the Witnesses prophesy in 
sackcloth. Then the beast from the abyss—"the Latin Empire" 
—kills the Witnesses at the end of the 1260 years, and they are 
resurrected again." Finally, the ruin of popery in the West is 
paralleled by the ruin of the Turkish Empire in the East.” 


19. EARTHQUAKE: REVOLUTION IN TENTH KINGDOM. __The 
great earthquake is a “great political and social revolution," 
_ involving the fall of "one of the ten states of the Latin Empire.” © 


20. Now LIVING IN THE Last TrwEs.—Finally comes the 
fifth monarchy of Daniel, and the reign of the Son of man. We 
have now reached the time of the anger of the nations, Gaussen 
asserts, the time of God's wrath and the judging of the dead, 
the reward of the saints and the destruction of the earth destroy- 
ers. “Thus then, you see, we-have at last reached those blessed 
times" of Daniel 7:27, when the мавт is soor to be given 
to the saints." 


в Ibid., pp. 226, 227. в4 Ibid., pp. 232, 233. 
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21. True Сновсн: Vaubois, LoLLarps, HucuENorTS.—In 
Revelation 12 the beast is Rome, imperial and pagan, and in 
Revelation 13 in religious guise it persecutes the saints, while 
in Revelation 17 it goes into perdition.* "The true church of 
Revelation 12, Gaussen avers, includes the Vaudois of Piedmont, 
the Paulicians of the Fast, the Lollards of England, the Mor- 
avians of Germany, the Huguenots of France, and even the 
Jansenists of the Catholic Church—and many Armenians, Nes- 
torians, and others in modern times.” 

22. RoME's Seven Heaps AND TEN HonNs.—Expanding 
upon the dragon of Revelation 12, with the seven heads and 
ten horns, existing during the same period of 1260 years' war 
on the saints," the first six of the seven heads are kings, consuls, 
dictators, decemvirs, military tribunes, and emperors. But in 
Revelation 13 the diadems are no longer on their heads but are 
now on the ten reigning horns that divided Rome.” 

23. YEAR-DAy. PRINCIPLE FOR ALL PERIODS.—Gaussen comes 
to his final lesson. All the characteristics of Antichrist are. 
marshaled, as centering in the Little Horn. Such, he says, is "the 

box in which prophecy places the’ Antichrist." " The 1260 
| years is its allotted time, and its warfare is followed by its doom.” 
The false apostle of the East is noted, arising about the same - 
time, but he is not the Antichrist who thinks to change times and 
laws." 


The 1260, 1290, 1335, and 2300, Gaussen insists, are “not - 
natural days, but symbolical ones." " A prophetic day stands for 
a natural year; a month, thirty years; and forty-two months, 1260 
years. He cites Ezekiel 4 and Numbers 14 for proof.” "Thus also 
with the seventy weeks of Daniel 9. They are weeks of years, 
or 490 years, to Messiah's coming. "These he places from 457 s.c. 
to A.D. 34, in which year Christ died, according to Isaac Newton." 
` Again we observe that this was “strong meat" for children, but 
it affords a faithful record of his exposition. 
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IV. Richter—Terminates 2300 Years in 1847 


Not only in France and Switzerland, but in Germany, the 
emphasis resounded on the 2300 years as ending about 1847. 
One important witness was JOHANN HEINRICH RICHTER (1799- 
1847), secretary of the Rhenish Missionary Society, who was 
born in Belleben, Germany. The death of his father brought a 
sudden change to the plans for him to become a forest ranger, 
as. he followed the wish of his mother and studied theology at 
Halle: There his diligence was recognized by the ministry of. 
culture. After completing his training he served as teacher in 
several seminaries апа other educational institutions. In 1827 
Richter. was called from the Seminary at Haberstadt to take the 
leadership of the new Missionary Seminary at Barmen. Here 
he remained until his untimely death at the age of forty-eight. 
Plans for a large mission work were laid, and in 1828 the 
first missionary ministers were sent out from Barmen Seminary 
to South Africa. Others were soon sent to Borneo, and even 
to labor for the Indians in North America. This latter plan was - 
soon discontinued, however, and the candidates took up work 
among German-speaking settlers in the United States and Can- | 
ada. In Richter's seminary, missionaries, preachers, and pastors 
for churches studied side by side for their lifework. Richter 
was also burdened for the Jews, and organized the Rhenish- 
Westphalian Society for the Conversion of Israel, with head- 
. quarters at Cologne. | | 
Richter likewise edited and published several pedagogical 
and theological journals. Then he turned to his greatest work— 
the editing and püblishing, with the help of William Richter, of 
his popular six volume Erklürte Haus-bibel (The Family Bible 
Explained) (1834-1840), which was an exposition of the Old and 
New Testaments. . For the production of this valuable work he 
was awarded the title of Doctor of Theology by the University of 
Bonn. Through his extensive travels as well as by. his literary 
activities, his name became well known throughout the Rhine- 
land and Westphalia. He was esteemed by his students, who 
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always regarded him as their spiritual father and friend. His 
brilliant career was cut short by a sudden attack of pneumonia.” 


1. DANIEL OUTLINES THE CENTURIES.— The Old Testament 
section of Richter's popular commentary, Erklürte Haus-bibel, 
shows that he was influenced by Petri's earlier calculation of the 
2300 years." In his "Introduction to the Book of Daniel," Rich- 
ter declares that Daniel not only proclaimed the destruction of 
Babylon but "also pointed forward to the rise and the develop- 
ment of other great, worldly powers until the time when the 
Messiah would appear and found His kingdom." ® Daniel re- 
ceived information "concerning the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
and also the duration of iniquity until the time of the coming 
of Christ and the cleansing of a true sanctuary." " — — 
| 2. PROPHETIC SPAN or 2300 YxAns.—Richter held that 

Daniel's prophecies were aimed at the last days, just as. was 
Jesus’ prophecy of Matthew 24." Daniel, as the "Seer of His- 
tory," gives a history of the people of God comprising about 
2300 years.” 

8. THE PaNoRAMA OF DANIEL 2 AND 7.—Of Daniel 2, Rich- 
ter says, the stone is the kingdom of Christ. The golden head 
of the image is the Babylonian kingdom. Medo-Persia is sym- 
bolized by the breast and arms of silver. Alexander the Great. 
follows. The feet and the legs symbolize the fourth world em- 
pire, Rome. The ten toes of the image are the ten divisions 
of the Roman Empire—England, Portugal, Spain, France, Bel- 
gium, Sardinia, Austria, Naples, Greece, Turkey—but this order. ` 
is subject to change." 

4. 2800 Years RrAcH Tro 1847.— Richter contended that 
the 2300 days designate “the duration of the desecration of the 
sanctuary." * Referring to some who see this oniy as literal days 
in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, he refers to others who see 
these prophetic days as so many years, which would come to an 
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end in 1847* 1817 years after the thirtieth year of Christ. And 
this involves the great Roman Antichrist, for this vision belongs 
to the time of the end.” 

5. DATEs ANTICHRIST’s PERIOD: 587.1847.—In his com- 
ments on Revelation 11:2, Richter dates the forty-two months 
from 587, when the treading under foot sets in severely. And in 
Revelation 12:6 he also puts 1847 as the terminus of the 1260 
years. Of the two beasts of Revelation 13, he applies the first 
to the secular dominion of Antichrist, and the second to his 
ecclesiastical phase.” A little later he ends the 666 in 1843.” 


6. EARTHLY SANcTUARY ТҮРЕ or HrAvENLY.—In this New 
Testament section Richter discusses the sanctuary further under 
the seven churches of the Apocalypse. Commenting on Hebrews 
9, he recognizes the earthly sanctuary as a type of the heavenly 
sanctuary, the house or temple which God established, also men- 
tioned in the Revelation, of which Christ is the minister.” 
(Richter's title page reproduced on page 378.) 

So, whether heard in Germany, Switzerland, or England, 
essentially the same witness is borne of prophetic exposition by 
these earnest heralds of the scon-coming second.advent. 


NorE.—The translators who aided in the preparation of this chapter 
were Jean Vuilleumier, Erna Borm, Alfred Richli, and Elvire Roth. 
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CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN 


Basing Over the Time 


of Expectation 


Strange to record, as the years of historical expectation— 
1843, 1844, and 1847—drew near, the eyes of Old World exposi- 
tors came to be fixed more and more upon a later date for the 
time of consummation. The years 1867 or 1868 were stressed 
as the probable close of the 1335 years, and the expected end. 
There was still talk of an approaching climax. There were still 
voices in the Old World ardently advocating the soon coming of 
Christ. But they were on the wane, and the notes of the specific 
trumpet of alarm were fading out. Most prophetic interpreters 
now injected a period of time before the advent, and those who 
still noted 1843 or 1844 made it but a milepost on the way to 
the ultimate climax. So, in the period from 1843 to 1847 there 
‘were relatively few in the Old World looking for the advent or 
the establishment of the millennium in those years. That was 
left to the New World Adventists, who will be traced in Vol- - 
ume 4. 

Many of the strong voices of these earlier prophetic and 
advent heralds—who preceded the witnesses in America—were 
now stilled. And ainong their successors specific expectation 
had given way to generalities. Strong expositors, such as Birks 
and Elliott, appeared; strong isolated defenses were made of 
the Historical School of interpretation and of the- year-day 
principle; the Futurist School and its arguments were ably met. 
Nevertheless the inroads of Futurism continued, as did those 
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of Preterism and postmillennialism. The force of prophetic 
emphasis for 1843-47 as the terminus of the 2300 years was on 
the way out in the Old World. Let us scan the leading features. 


I. Brock—Reports Hundreds Heralding Midnight Cry 


. Mourant Brock (1802-1856), Church of England chaplain 
‘to the Bath Penitentiary and perpetual curate of Christ Church, 
Clifton, graduated from St. Mary Hall, Oxford, with a B.A. in 
1825 and an M.A. in 1828." He was ordained in 1826. He was 
a voluminous writer, his works occupying añ entire column in 
the British Museum catalogue. In 1883 he published a search- 
ing history of Rome: Pagan and Papal. Earlier works are “The 
Assurance of Believers in the Prospect of the Second Advent," ° 
The Lord's Coming (1845), and Glorification (1845). The last 
had several American reprints by the American Millennial 
Association, and by J. V. Himes for the Millerites. In addition 
he issued The City Which Hath Foundations (1849) and Baby- 
lon and Her Fall (1854). 


І. SECOND ADVENT Must PRECEDE MILLENNIUM. — Brock 
sharply rejected postmillennialism, and was a conspicuous ad- 
vocate of premillennialism, as these trenchant words indicate: 

“Where, then, are we to introduce the Millennium? It ‘clearly has not 
been manifested; it is not now being manifested; whilst, the chronological 
prophecies plainly show, that, with the greatest latitude of interpretation, 
there, is no space for it to be interposed between the present time and the 
coming of Christ. If, then, this reign of righteousness has not been, is not ` 
now, and cannot be before the Second Advent of Christ, it is evident that it 
must take place after he comes: hence, we look for a Premillennial Advent 
of our Lord.” * 


2. Мірміснт DARKNESS AND SLUMBER.—Regarding the 
proximity of the advent, he cites the parable of the virgins and 
the cry at midnight; holding the present to be the time pre- 
dicted: 

“It is at midnight that the cry is made. Look at Christendom; con- 
sider the gross darkness of the Papacy, the Розовое of the 


, 1 Alumni Oxouienses, 1715- 1886, vol. 1, p. 163. 
?In The Hofe of the Apostolic Church (Bloomsbury lectures, 1845). 
3 Mourant Brock, Glorification (American Millennial Association reprint), p. 134. 
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Greek, Coptic, and Oriental churches, the deep slumber of the Protestant 
and other churches abroad; mark the unwillingness too generally displayed 
at home to hear this warning voice, which is now, blessed be God, from 
watchman to watchman taken up. Slumber is upon the eyelids, though the 
cry is being raised. What, then, hinders but that the Bridegroom should 
be at hand, even at the doors?" * 

3. 700 ANcLICANS RAISING THE Cny.— The world-wide char- 
acter of that cry that had been ringing in America, India, Con- 
tinental Europe, is set forth in an important note: 

"It is not merely in Great Britain that the expectation of the near 
return of the Redeemer is entertained, and the voice of warning raised, but 
also in America, India, and on the continent of Europe. I was lately told 
by one of our German missionaries that in Wirtemburgh there is a Christian 
colony of several hundreds, one of the chief features of which is the looking 
for the Second Advent. And a Christian minister from near the shores of 
the Caspian Sea has told me, that there is the same daily expectation among 
his nation. They constantly speak of it as ‘the day of consolation.’ In a 
little publication, entitled "The Millennium,’ the writer says that he under- 
stands in America about 300 ministers of the Word are thus preaching ‘the 
Gospel of the kingdom;" whilst in this country, he adds, about 700 of the 
Church of England are raising the same cry.” * 


П. Birks—Makes Overwhelming Answer to Futurism 


Tuomas R. Brrxs (1810-1883), theologian, controversialist, 
and champion of the year-day principle, was born in Derbyshire. 
At first a nonconformist, he was educated at the dissenting col- 
lege of Mill Hill, and then at Trinity College, Cambridge. He 
joined the Church of England and settled at Watton, as curate 
to Edward Bickersteth. During this profitable stay he devoted 
much time to the study of prophecy, taking a strong affirmative 
in the growing conflict over the premillennial advent. In 
1843-44 he engaged in numerous religious controversies, op- 
posing Futurists, Universalists, and annihilationists alike. In 
1844 he married Bickersteth's daughter. By 1866 he had charge 
of Trinity Church, Cambridge, and in 1871 he was canon of Ely 
Cathedral. In 1872 he became professor of moral philosophy 
at Cambridge. 


4 Ibid., pp. 134, 135. — 
5 Ibid., p. 135. 
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Birks wrote much and widely, his most important literary 
contribution being First Elements of Sacred юру (1845). 
Designed to sustain the year-day theory, it was “а powerful blow 
against the reveries of the Futurists.” As he dealt with Mait- 
land, ‘Todd, and Burgh, his was an overwhelming answer to the 
Futurist theory. Then followed The Four Prophetic Empires 
(1844) and The Two, Later Visions of Daniel (1846). Near the 
close of his life he wrote Thoughts on the Times and Seasons of 
Sacred Prophecy (1880). Birks was a painstaking investigator, 
fair in statement and sound in judgment. His grasp of the larger 
issue of prophetic interpretation’ was unsurpassed in his day. 
Indeed, for clarity of statement and cogency of argument in the 
discussion of prophecy, few men equaled him. He profoundly ` 
believed that the era of the impending destruction of the fourth 
empire had been reached, that the seven vials had begun with the 
French Revolution, and that human history was rapidly ap- 
proaching the time of the second advent. (Title page of First 
Elements reproduced on page 540.) 

It is generally conceded that Birks. produced the most ex- 
haustive and masterly treatise on the year-day principle of the 
entire nineteenth-century Advent Awakening. He held that the 
prophecies began with the time of their respective writing, and 
along with their gradual fulfillment there developed a prophetic 
understanding during the Christian Era, that was to reach its 
zenith at the end of the age. 

1. THE “RECEIVED MAXIMS” oF THE HISTORICAL SCHOOL.— 
In his initial treatise, First Elements of Sacred Prophecy (1843), 
issued when the early nineteenth-century world study of proph- 

гесу was at its height, Birks divides the Bible into three parts— 
the law, the Gospels, and the prophecies—the latter being 
chiefly those of Daniel, John, and Paul, and Christ^ He writes 
as an avowed defender of the Historical view, as against the re- 
cently espoused Futurist concept. At the very outset he lays 
down a series of "received maxims of prophecy,” ” held. by 


воша К. Birks; First Elements of Sacred Prophecy, pp. iii, iv. 
7 Ibid., pp. vi, 1. 
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Protestants since Reformation times. The visions of Daniel 
begin with the time of Daniel, and those of the Apocalypse with 
John. The fourth beast is Rome, as also is Babylon. ‘The little 
horn is the Papacy, and so is the Man of Sinë To these maxims 
he adds that the two woe trumpets are the Saracens and Turks, 
and the two beasts of Revelation 13 denote the civil and ecclesi- 
astical principles of Rome. Many of these maxims were held by 
the early church as well as by various Romanist commentators." 

The post-Reformation breakdown of the prophetic concept, 
along with the resultant resurgence of Romanism, is discussed, 
and the specious arguments and false maxims of Maitland.. 
Burgh, and Todd are painstakingly analyzed and answered. The 
Futurist argument of the conflicting views of the Historical in- 
terpreters is fully met by the fact that similar disparities obtain 
among the Futurists,” with glaring examples cited. Their dis- 
harmony is exploited with devastating effectiveness.” 


2. STANDARD ListING OF Four Emprres.—Birks stoutly 
maintains the historic four empires of prophecy—Babylon, 
Medo-Persia, Grecia, and Rome"—as against the conflicting and 
self-destructive views projected by the Futurists." He is simi- 

_larly explicit on the Persian ram and the-Grecian he-goat,“ as 
well as the literal prophecy of Daniel 11, extending from apos- 
tolic days on to the end of time.” 


3. Seventy WEEKS Cur Orr From 2300 Davs.— The paral- 
lelism of the Apocalypse to the Book of Daniel, and the common 
1260-year time period are stressed.” But the main burden of the 
treatise is to deal with the year-day principle for all prophetic 
time periods.” Birk's proposition specifies the prophetic day as 
ever standing for a literal year, a prophetic month for thirty year- 
days, and a prophetic time, or year, as of 360 year-days." This he 
applies to the 1260-, 1290-, 1335-, and 2300-day periods and the 
70 weeks, as well as the 150 and 891 years.” "That the 2300 


8 Ibid., pol. 32 Ibid., pp. 61-66. 18 Ibid., pp. 293-307. 
9 Ibid. за Ibid pp. 81-95. 17 Ibid., p. 308 ff. 
зо [bid., pp. 8-13. м д, pp. viii, 96-117. 18 bid. 


р. 311. 
п Jbid., рр. 47-57. 15 Thid., pp. viii, 135-162. 39 Jbid., pp. 312-337. 
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evening-mornings are years and not literal days, Birks explicitly 
declares with this argument: ` 


“It is plain at once that this is not the usual and literal expression for 
a space of between six and seven years. There are only three instances in 
all Scripture history where a period of above forty days is expressed in days 
only (Gen. vii.3; Neh. vi.15; Est. i.£. And it is without any precedent in 
Scripture, or in common usage, that periods of more than one year should 
be thus described." ? 


While the “seven times" are noted as from 606 to 1843,” 
the 2300 years are stressed with the seventy weeks as cut off there- 
from,” and the lesser period is "only a part of the numeral period 
2300," with the ending of the latter placed either at 1843 or 
1880.” 


4. SACRED Time PERIODS ARE CELESTIAL CvcLEs.— The 
cyclical character of .the prophetic periods, as suggested by 
De Chéseaux, is similarly noted." Birks believed the 1260 and 
2300 years were such celestial cycles. His comments are worth 
scrutinizing: | 


"We аге raised out of the contracted range of human reckonings to а 
lofty elevation of thougbt, and catch some glimpses of that mysterious wis- 
dom by which the Almighty blends all the works of nature and of provi- 
dence into subservience to the deep counsels of His redeeming love.” ® 

“When we reflect, also, that the celestial periods by which these cycles 
are determined, are themselves fixed by that law of attraction which gives 
the minutest atom àn influence on the planetary motions, what a combina- 
tion appears: in these sacred times of the most contrasted elements of 
Omniscient wisdom! Human science sinks exhausted at the very threshold ' 
of this temple of divine truth. - It has strained its utmost efforts in calcu- 
lating the actual motions of the Moon and the Earth; but the determin- 
ing causes which fixed at first the proportion of their monthly and yearly 
revolutions have altogether eluded its research. Yet these elements of the 
natural universe are linked in, by these sacred times and celestial cycles, 
with the deepest wonders of Providence, and the whole range of Divine 
prophecy.” 


The ten days of Sivas are applied to the ten years of Dio- 
cletian’s persecution.” And the various attempts to locate the 
chronological position of the 1260 years are noted, from Brute 

= Ibid., p. 357. 23 Ibid., p. 360. - 2 Ibid., p. 372. 


#1 Ibid., p. 254. ?* Ibid., р. 368. 
2 Ibid. p. 359. з р. 371. = Ibid., р. 373. 
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in the fourteenth century,? on to Cressener in the seventeenth, 
who looked for the terminus of the period about 1800,” as well 
as Fleming's expectation for 1794.” 


5. YEAR-Day PRINCIPLE ESTABLISHED BY SEVENTY WEEKS.— 
On the application of the year-day principle to the seventy weeks 
Birks makes this illuminating statement: 


“THE PROPHECY OF THE SEVENTY WEEKS has always held the foremost 
place in the direct arguments for the year-day system. The reasoning is 
very simple in its nature. The word week, or shabua, is used elsewhere in 
Scripture to denote seven days; but in this prophecy it denotes seven 
years. Hence the words of time are enlarged beyond their literal or ‘usual 
sense, in the proportion of a year to a day. And since all these predictions 
of time bear one common character, occur in-the same prophets, and have 
` the same general object, they ought to be explained by one common rule. 
In the one instance, which is decisively fulfilled, the proportion holds of 
:a year to a day; and therefore it must be applied, in consistency, to all the 


rest," ® i 


“Firm and solid” evidence is shown for the Historical view 
of the year-day principle" And the relationship of these pro- 
phetic times to symbolic prophecy is stated in these impressive 
words: | 

“The prophetic times, indeed, when separated from the context, and 
viewed in themselves only, are a dry and worthless skeleton: but when taken 
in connexion with the related events, clothed with historical facts, and 
joined with those spiritual affections which should attend the study of 
God's Providence; like the bones in the human frame, they give strength 
to what was feeble, and union to what was disjointed, and form, and beauty, 


and order, to the whole outline and substance of these sacred and divine 
prophecies.” * 


6. Four PROPHETIC Empires AFFIRMED.—Birks’ second 
volume, The Four Prophetic Empires, likewise gives the classic 
Protestant historical interpretation to Daniel 2, 7, 8, and 9.“ 
Strong, convincing chapters are devoted to each of the kingdoms, 
the division of the fourth, the ten kingdoms, the Little Horn, 
and the grand finale. Much historical detail of a very depend- 


28 Ibid., p. 412. 2 Ibid., р. 413. 

30 Ibid., p. 414. (Brute, Cressener, and Fleming, all discussed in Prophetic Faith, 
Volume 2.) 

81 fbid., p. 333. 32 Ibid., p. 420. 33 Ibid., p. 416. 

94 Thomas R. Birks, The Four Prophetic Empires, 1845 ed., pp. 11, 12. 
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able character is given. The parallelism of the several kingdoms 
appearing in the different chapters, and under various symbols, 
is developed—such as the bear and leopard being the same as the 
ram and he-goat.” 


7. MacHiavELLIS List or Kincpoms FAvoRED.—In tracing 
the division," and then the later countries of divided Western 
Europe, Birks follows the kingdom list of Machiavelli—the 
“Herulo-Thuringi, Ostrogoths, Lombards, Franks, Burgun- 
dians,. Visigoths, Sueves and Alans, Vandals, Huns, ‘апа 
Saxons.” The persistence of the divisions is illustrated by lists 
of the existent European powers in each succeeding century.” 

The "ten horns" admit of change, some falling or being 
replaced by others. But the "tenfold character" is dominant 
throughout the whole, and appears distinctly both at the begin- 
. ning and at the close of their history. The kings are more ruling 

_powers than local divisions. Thus in Daniel. 2 they mingle 
themselves with the seed of men but do not cleave. And, despite 
the uprooting of the three, the number still is ten—so the up- 
rooted three are replaced.” 


8. Papacy Onty Is Ілттік Horn.—Then follows. the clear 
identification of the papal Little Horn: 

“This unknown and mysterious Power was to arise amid the ten king- 
doms of the west, soon after they appeared. It was to have a distinct seat 
and place in the body of the fourth empire. At the same time it was to 
claim a prophetic character, and to exert a direct or indirect sovereignty 


over all the surrounding kings. These features can be found in no power, 
whether past or future, but the Papacy of Rome.” * 


The statement is then amplified and placed as an inescap- | 
able identification. The presumptuous character of the Little 
Horn and his persecutions follow, with considerable documenta- 
tion: The indictment ends with the impressive words: 

“Thus every feature of the prophecy finds its full counterpart in the 


constitution, decrees, and history of the Roman popedom. And hence 
. we may gather, with a firm and assured conviction, that this is the true 


35 Ibid., p. 48. 3 Ibid., p. 146. 8 Ibid. po, 143, 144, 152. 
зв Ibid., p. 92 ff. за Ibid. pp. 150, 151. ‚ 4 Ibid., p. 173. 
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meaning of the vision, designed from the ууч first by the all-seeing Spirit of 
God. "ac 

9. MILLENNIUM BouuNpED BY Two REsuRRECTIONS.—Chap- 
ter 15 deals with the millennium—the early true position, then 
the Augustinian Catholic perversion, and finally the Whitbyan 
Protestant distortion.” Birks held that there will be two literal 
resurrections of the dead—the first at the beginning and the 
second at the close of the thousand years.” The premillennial 
-character of the second advent and the events surrounding the 
advent are clearly portrayed and urged." | 

10. Horn or рдм, 8 Is Roman.—Birks’ ibid tude 
The Two Later Visions of Daniel, is a continuation of his histor- 
ical exposition of Daniel, this time in chapters 8 and 11. In the 
preface Birks states that he no longer holds the horn of Daniel 
8 to be Mohammedanism.” Of its identity he says, "The Little 
Horn [of chapter. 8] was to cast down the sanctuary, and take 
away the daily sacrifice. Both of these characters met in the 
Romans.” Again, "Tbe Little Horn must denote the Roman, 
not the Mahometan empire.” “ 

11. DANIEL’s ^WirFUL Кімс” Is МАМ or SiN.—Another im- 
portant division is the ^Wilful King" of Daniel. 11:36, which he 
holds is the same as the predicted "Man of Sin."^ In finally dis- 
cussing the events of the latter: part of Daniel 11, Birks says, 
"Popery in the West, and the Turkish power in the East, have 
been the two grand adversaries of the truth, and oppressors of 
Israel, in the latter days." ^ 


III. Cumming—Shifts Focal Point to 1867 


Jonn Cummine (1807-1881), Scottish expositor of prophecy 
and pastor of Scotch Church, Crown Point, received an M.A. 
from the Aberdeen University in 1827. After engaging in prio 
vate tutoring he received a license to preach in 1832. He was 


а Ibid., p. 259. 46 Ibid., рр, 178, 179. 
42 Ibid., p. 292 ff. 47 Ibid., p. 283. 

4 Ibid., appendix, p. 432 ff. 8 Ibid., x 315. 
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particularly active in Romanist controversies and was widely 
known for his exposition of prophecy. He held that the last 
of the seven vials was to be poured out by 1867, and made 1867 
the great focal point of.prophetic expectation. In 1868 he 
sought to attend the Vatican council, but was refused. A glance ` 
at the titles of his books gives the scope of his study and his em- . 
phasis.^ 

Altogether Cumming produced more than twenty volumes, 
some of which were translated. Apocalyptic Sketches (1849), 
first delivered as lectures in Exeter and in London, passed 
through several printed editions. His leading works were: The 
Sixth. Vial (1848); Lectures for the Times; or an Exposition of 
Tridentine and Tractarian Popery (1844); Apocalyptic Sketches 
(1849); Prophetic Studies, or Lectures on the Book of Daniel. 
(1850); Lecture ...on Romanism Idolatrous (1851); Lecture on 
Romanism Persecuting (1851); The Signs of the Times (1854); 
The End (1855); The Great Tribulation (1859); The Great 
Preparation (1860); The Millennial Rest (1862); Behold, the 
Bridegroom Cometh (1865); The Sounding of the Last Trumpet 
(1867); The Last Warning Cry (1867); The Seventh Vial, or the 
Time of Trouble Begun (1870); and. The Fall of Babylon 
(1870). i] 

1. WonLp's Twiticht FOLLOWED BY ETERNAL Day.—In ап 
address on The Sixth Vial: A Sermon for the Times (1843), 
delivered in his church in April, 1843, Cumming couples the 
drying up of the Turkish power (the Euphrates) with the res- 
toration of the kings of the East (the. Jews), the latter being 
"the chief sign of the times in which we live." The marvel of 
their persistence through the years is noted,” along with the 
resurgence of Catholicism and the waning of Protestantism. On 
this he remarks: 


“The very name of Protestant, which once was the rallying cry of this 
mighty land, and the secret of the eloquence of our senate and of the 
effects of our pulpit, is dying away like distant music; and the majestic 
truths of which it has been venerated as the symbol, are falling like the too 


Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 5, p. 297. 
59 John Cumming, The Sixth Vial: A Sermon for the Times, p. 10. 
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ripe ears of harvest before the sickle of the Papacy—like the verdure and 
the blossoms of earth before the blast of the siroc, or the breath of the 
simoom of the desert." *' 

'The tragic inroads of the Oxford. Tractarians are deplored 
—‘The Church is-made the substitute of Christianity—the 
priest, for the Holy Spirit.” The three unclean spirits are 
declared abroad “croaking like an unclean frog from behind 
decorated altars and gaudy rites." * The great day is at hand. 

‚ Armageddon impends, and the world’s ruin. He adds: 

“We feel and hear creation groaning and travailing, waiting for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. Behind the lowering cloud, however, 
there is a glorious apocalypse. The twilight that closes in darkness shall be 
followed by a twilight that will be merged in eternal day. It is at the close 
of this Vial that Christ adds (ver. 15), 'Behold I come as a thief. Blessed 
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments.” * 

2. 1260 Years DATED From 532 ro 1792.—In another 
address on The Signs of the Times (1854), before the Y.M.C.A., 
Cumming discusses the prophetic numbers of Daniel and Reve- 
lation. The 1260 years are there assigned to the Roman apos- 
тазу. “This is almost universally accepted,” = the "witnesses in 
sackcloth” being the “saints worn out.” This period he dates 
from Justinian's authorization of papal power in 532 and end- 
ing in 1792 when "great convulsions took . . . initial active 
operation." Now the scourging of the Papacy is under way, and 
in the final act it will be destroyed "by the brightness of His. 
coming." * | | 

3. 2300 YEARS PLAcED From 430 в.с. ro А.р. 1820. —The 
2300 year-days include "the duration of the Mahometan 
power." "This Cumming dates from 430 B.c., the “era of the 
noon-tide glory of the Persian Empire. " From that date 
Daniel “looks along the centuries" and "predicts that 2300 years 
from that date its decay would begin.” ‘This "lands us on the 
year 1820," from which date the wasting away of the Mobamme- 
dan power had been progressing. In support, Cumming lists the 


51 Ibid., p. 30. 52 Ibid. 

58 р, 31. 54 Tbid,, р. 32. 
55 John Cumming, The Signs of the Times, p. 160. 
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Greek insurrections, revolts of provinces, destruction of Turco- 
Egyptian fleets, etc. This he refers to as the "progressive evap- 
oration of Mahometanism, beginning in 1820, and expected by 
every student of prophecy to end in a very short time." ^ "This 
dying out, or "gradual decay," Cumming asserts, is assuredly 
under way, in proof of which he cites Habershon and others.? 
The same contention is set forth in his Apocalyptic Sketches. 

4. 1867 МАрЕ THE GREAT Focar Point—In his Great 
Tribulation, Cumming places stress upon 1867 as the great focal 
point, to which “the best, the wisest, and the most thoughtful" 
expositors were looking, on the basis of the 1260 years from 
A.D. 607, by some and the 1335 years by others.” By a different 

. reckoning, the 1260 years of the “great Western apostasy” were 
from 532 to 1792" The thirty additional years of the 1290 years 
would lead to 1822, when one commentator would also end the 
2300 years, with the beginning of the exhaustion of Turkey. 
And the forty-five years more of the 1885 would lead to 1867.* 
Then he observes that "according to both theories,’ 1867 
"evolves as the year of stupendous changes." * 

In support he cites Lady Hester Stanhope, Irving, Major 
Denham, Cuninghame, Bickersteth, and Scott. So he maintains 
that “1867 is an era fraught with gigantic issues.” Some think 
it is "the commencement of the millennial rest; others think 
it is the destruction of all the errors whose roots are struck deep 
into our world, and the universal spread of the empire of the 
Prince of Peace.” “ - | 

5. SARACENIG Woks: 612-762; TurkisH Woe; 1057-1453.— 
Later treatises, such as The Great Preparation (1860), simply 
reiterate and amplify these positions, going into other details— 
the 2300 years from 481 в.с. to A.D. 1821, and the “waning of the 
Mahometan Crescent," or drying up of the Turco-Moslem - 
power." The 150 years of the Saracenic woe he places between 
612 and 762," and the 396 years (365 + 30 + 1) of the Turco- 


58 Ibid., pP. 161, 162. 62 Ibid., р. 244. 
5 Ibid., p. 163. ез Ibid. 245. 
80 ohn Comming The Great Tribulation, pp. 240-243. 
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Moslem woe he extends from the loosing of these forces in 1057, 
under the lead of Togrul Beg, to the possession of Constanti- 
-nople in 1453;* thus also in his Behold, the Bridegroom Cometh 
(1865), in which he asserts that “the great chronological epochs 
of prophecy all expire in 1867," * and in The Sounding of the 
Last Trumpet (1867), Cumming's various tables" for the various 
time periods all stress the 1867 focal date. He even titled one 
prediction The End of the World in 1867 (1866). 
So again we see that the whole emphasis has been shifted, 
by means of the 1335-year interpretation, away from 1843-47, on 
to 1867, as the new great focal point. 


| IV. Elliott-Contributes History of Apocalyptic Interpretation 


EpwaRp Віѕнор ErLiorr (1793-1875), scholarly prophetic 
expositor, received his education at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
graduating in 1816. After traveling in Italy and Greece he was 
given the vicarage of Tuxford, Nottingham, in 1824, and later 
was made prebendary of Heytesbury, Wiltshire. In 1849 he | 
became incumbent of St. Mark’s Church, Brighton. A member 
of the Evangelical school, he was an earnest promoter of mission- 
ary enterprise and an ardent-advocate of premillennialism. 
Elliott was thoroughly equipped as a scholar and was deeply 
interested in prophecy, spending a lifetime in investigation and 
seeking to understand God's mind thereon. 

His Hore Apocalyptice (Hours with the Apocalypse) is 
doubtless the most elaborate work ever produced on the Apoca. 
lypse. Without an equal in exhaustive research in its field, it 
was occasioned by the Futurist attack on the Historical School 
of interpretation launched by Maitland, Burgh, and Todd. 
Begun in 1837,” its 2,500 pages of often involved and overloaded 
text are buttressed by some 10,000 invaluable references to 
ancient and modern works bearing on the topics under discus- 


67 Ibid., pp. 190, 191. 

$8 John "Cumming, Behold the Bridegroom Cometh, p. 91. 

6 John Cumming, The Sounding of the Last Trampi, pp. 399-403. 
79 Edward Bishop Elliott, Hore Apocalyptice (5th ed. 4, vol. 1, p. v. 
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sion. It ran through five editions (1844, 1846, 1847, 1851, апа 
` 1862). 

Elliott stressed the evidence T the illustrative coins and 
medallions of the centuries as an original contribution in the 
field of prophetico-historical evidence." He engaged in contro- 
versies with Candlish, Keith, and others, and exposed the falla- 
cies of false interpretations which involved abandonment of the 
Protestant position on popedom as the intended Antichristian 
power of Scripture prophecy.. He also wrote The Question 
"What is the Image of the Beast?" Answered (1838), and The 
Delusion of the Tractarian Clergy. His last contribution on the 
subject of prophecy was the Warburton Lectures for 1849-53 on 
The Christian Church’s Institution and Declension into Apos- 
tasy; the Apostate Church’s Heading by the Romish Antichrist 
(1856). 

Doubtless his greatest contribution was a 288-page “History 
of Apocalyptic Interpretation." A most complete and scholarly 
wotk, it appears as Appendix I in volume 4 of the fifth edition 
of his Hore Apocalyptice.* This truly monumental treatise is 
invaluable for grasping the background and development of 
prophetic interpretation of the Apocalypse. Expositions on 
Daniel are touched only incidentally. Divided into seven parts, 
it covers the leading interpreters from John’s to Constantine’s’ 
day, from Constantine to Rome’s division, from the fall of Rome 
.to the twelfth century, from the twelfth century to the Reforma- 
tion, the era of the Reformation, from 1600 to the French Revo- 
lution, and from 1790 to his own time." In addition to its 
methodical and dependable nature, abundant documentation ' 
makes it of exceptional service to the investigator. 

Perhaps its most unique feature is the concluding sketch of 
the rise and spread of the Jesuit countersystems of interpretation . 
that had made such inroads upon Protestantism. Holding un- 
swervingly to the Historical School of interpretation, Elliott 
gives the most complete exposure of these counterinterpretations 


п Ibid., Preface, Pp; x, xi. Examples are senda throughout the four volumes. 
7? Ibid., vol. 4, pp. 975-563 : 
75 Thid., p. 275. 
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to be found." A clear grasp of eighteenth-century German ra- 
tionalism's espousal of Preterism, that has become the character- 
istic of Modernism, and the nineteenth-century acceptance of 
Futurism, that is now the almost universal belief of Funda- 
mentalism, places a key in the hand of the student that unlocks 
the mystery of the otherwise baffling conflict of opposing posi- 
tions in present-day Protestant exposition. 

Elliott's familiarity with the witness of the centuries was 
phenomenal, as shown by the fullness of his discussion concern- 
ing the Vaudois teaching,in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, 
that the Roman church is the very Babylon and harlot of the 
Apocalypse, and that the Romish system was of Antichrist;” 
similarly concerning Luther's great discovery of Christ and Anti- 
christ, his reviving the cry of Wyclif and Huss that had almost 
died away, and his burning of the papal bull as the bull of Anti- 
christ;" or concerning the presumptuous claims of the develop- 
ing Papacy," and the recognition by the old writers—such as 
Brightman, Cressener, and Mann, prior to the French Revolu- 
tion—of Justinian as the first to recognize the primacy of the 
Papacy.” It was his masterful grasp of the whole historical devel- 
opment of prophetic interpretation that gave weight to his own 
expositions—which were not, however, without certain serious 
' defects. | | 

1. PRECEDES TRuMPETS WITH SEVEN SEALS.—Elliott makes 
the seven seals precede the seven trumpets, the two together cov- 
ering the Christian Era.” In this he differs from Campbell, 
Bickersteth, Birks, and others. However, his views on the trum- 
pets were sharp, clear, and standard. The first four effected the 
Western Empire's downfall, starting with Alaric and his Goths,” 
then Genseric and his Vandals next Attila and his Huns,” and 
' finally the extinction of the West by Odoacer and his Неги." 
The fifth and sixth trumpets cover the destruction of the East- 


"4 Ibid., p. 481 Е. ` во Ibid., pp. 375-377. 
75 Ibid., al. re Tja ә Ibid., pp. 378-380. 
т Ibid., pp. 11 1180190. 82 Ibid., рр. 380-382. 
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em Empire—the fifth, or first woe, trumpet indicating the 
Islamic Saracens,” and the sixth the Osmanli 'Turks.* 


2. A PROPHETIC РЕвїор Nor A PoiNr or TrMz.—-Elliott's 
exposition of the time element of the "hour day month and 
year” of the second woe of Revelation 9:15, is important techni- 
cally. He declares that these time nouns are all to be “aggre- 
gated together.” * ‘That is, they indicate a period of prophetic 
time, and not a point of literal time. The latter construction 
he considers “inadmissible: I mean that which, taking them each 
separately, would render the clause thus; that at the destined 
hour, and destined day, and destined month, and destined year, 
they should slay the third part of men.” A footnote refers to 
those holding such an exposition as “Vitringa, Daubuz, Hein- 
richs, M. Stuart, & c." ““—expositors who had abandoned the His- 
torical School of prophetic interpretation, along with the year- 
day principle for all prophetic time periods. 

Elliott refutes such a view by saying: 

“The article prefix, standing at its head, may be understood not only 
to govern all the accusatives that follow, so as we find done elsewhere, but 
also to be a means for the better uniting of them, as it were under a bracket, 
as an hour day month and year; all added together; at the same time that 
it may mark them also as making up the period; ie. the period fore- 
ordained and foreshown in the divine councils." ® 

This time prophecy of the Turks he takes to be a period 
of 396 years, from 1057 to 1458, on the basis of a 365-day year, 
a month of thirty days, and the one day—or 396 year-days." 


3. THE Beast, His Heaps, anp His NumBer.—Flliott 
proves convincingly that the Papacy answers the symbolic de- 
scriptions given in Revelation 13 and 17. He also holds that by 
the organization of the secular and regular clergy it had become 
the two-horned beast. He stresses the fact that along with the 
discovery of the Antichrist of prophecy and the conviction of 
its шп final destruction, the establishment of Christ's 

ви Ibid., рр. 443-446, 453-463. 
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kingdom at His second advent had been revived by students 
of prophecy as the climax of God's great prophetic mystery." 

The dragon of Revelation 12 is clearly pagan Rome, and 
the woman clothed with the sun is the church.”  Constantine's 
concept of his own casting down of paganism is noted." The 
common identity of Daniel's little horn, John’s beasts, and Paul's 
Man of Sin, as Rome, is cleaxly established," as well as their ideén- 
tical prophesied time period. The beast's seven heads are listed 
as kings, consuls, dictators, decemvirs, military tribunes, the 
Caesars, and the popes"—the seventh the one to be wounded." 

The beast's development as Antichrist, his legalization fol- 
lowing, and then his suppression, are all depicted and thor- 
oughly documented." The various attempts to decipher the 666 
are noted, with a strong leaning toward Lateinos." 


4. THE TEN KINGDOMS AND THE UPROOTED THREE.—-Elliott 
lists the ten kingdoms of Western Rome, found between a.p. 486 
and 490, as the Anglo-Saxons, Franks, Alemanni, Burgundians, 
Visigoths, Suevi, Vandals, Bavarians, and Ostrogoths, and Lom- 
bards.” This and other listings he discusses at length.” 


5. Horns Two Witnesses Nor Two TESTAMENTS.— The 
Two Witnesses were held to be the Eastern and Western human 
witnesses rather than the two Testaments,” and the ‘‘earth- 
quake" of Revelation 11 is referred to as the Protestant Reforma- 
tion, and not the French Revolution.” 


6. APPLIED YEAR-DAY PRINCIPLE TO 1260 YEars.—Elliott 
makes a masterful argument for the year-day principle that 
leaves little to be said.“ Having demonstrated its soundness and 
logic, he immediately applies it to the 1260 year-days of the. 
Apocalyptic beast, with primary application. from the time of 
Justinian to the French Revolution." Elliott recognized the 
stroke of the sword at Rome in 1798, and the "spoliation of the 
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harlot-Church," as the aged Pius VI was apprehended in the 
Sistine Chapel and carried captive into France.” 


7. Hazy on DATING or THE 2300 Ygans.—In one of his brief 
discussions of the 2300 years. Elliott applies the little horn of 
Daniel 8 to the Turk and the king of the north of Daniel 112% 
But on the location of this long time period Elliott is hazy, dat- 
ing it as possibly from 480 в.с. to А.р. 1820." However, to 
Elliott the 2300 prophetic days are "years distant from that 
which marked its beginning, probably the successful pushing of 
the Persian ram.” " He then observes that “Antiochus’ death 
occurred between 300 and 400 years after it," and no satisfactory 
explanation is to be found on a "day-day basis." He believed 
the ending of the 2300 years from the date of the vision had some 
connection with papal Rome." ‘The sixth. vial involves the 
drying up of the Euphrates, or Turks, with the plagues falling 
in the French Revolution.” | 


8. BECOMES "CONTINUATIONIST," SHIFTING TO SECONDARY 
DarEs.—Eliott later became a "continuationist" on the pro- 
phetic time periods. He began to reconstruct the prophetic 
dates, referring to "primary" and "secondary" fulfillments. As 
1793-98 and 1843-44 had only realized the beginning of what 
had been expected at the end of the 391, 1260, and 2300 years, he 
assigned later dates. He mentions the fact that since the days of 
Cellarius (1555) some had counted the 1260 years from the 
decree of Phocas in 606, and ended the time period in 1866." 
This terminal year Elliott began to stress. 

When 1866 had passed, Elliott wrote a "Counter- Retro- 
spect" in The Christian Observer, calling attention to the fact 
that as there were several decrees from Cyrus to Artaxerxes to 
mark the beginning of the seventy weeks, and several events 
marking the beginning of the captivity, so also several events 
marked the beginnings and endings of the 1260 years. "This 


1% Ibid., pp. 395-40 ` -100 lbid., рр, 434, 435. 
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he said, was given added emphasis because of the difference of 
seventy-five years between the 1260 and the 1335 years.” 

As the interval between the decrees of Cyrus and Artaxerxes 
served to excite and keep up the lively expectation of the first 
advent as near at hand, so do the seventy-five years between the 
decrees of Justinian and Phocas concerning the nearness of the 
second advent. Elliott concludes that the final end of the Papacy 
and Mohammedanism, designed by the 1260, 1290, and. 1335 
years, “would ‘end,’ about 1866, 1896, and 1941 A.D. respec- 
tively." "* So continuationism was increasingly stressed by voice 
and pen “то keep up the lively expectation" of Christ's second 
advent in glory. 

Such is the testimony of one of the last of the.leading Old 
World prophetic expositors of the first half of the nineteenth 
century, as he shifted from the primary to the secondary dates of 
continuationism. ‘ 


V. Lawyer Appeals to Bishops to Discern Times 


Not only did the appeals of clergymen mark the tractates 
of the times, but we find the unique situation of lawyers appeal- 
ing to clergymen. For example, Jonn HaLcomse (1790-1852), 
English barrister and “Serjeant at Law," magistrate of Middle- 
sex and member of Parliament for Dover from 1831 to 1835, 
printed for private circulation a series of letters to the bishops of 
Great Britain and Ireland, under the title The Evidence of 
Unfulfilled Prophecy, Arranged and Examined (1845). Here 
he contrasts the common expectation of a "gradual diffusion of 
Christianity;" and the advent as a "distant" event, with the re- 
peated warnings of "sacred prophecy" as to Christ's soon 
coming.” 

Since the popular “confident security" is "positively contra- 
dicted by the distinct revelations of Scripture,’ Halcombe ad- 
monishes the bishops to take heed to the “sure word of proph- 


n2 The Christian Observer, December, 1868 (vol. 67, по. 372), pp. 945-949. 
93 E. B. Elliott, Hore Apocalyptica ( (3th ed.), vol. 4, p. 112 
6 14 John Halcombe, The Evidence of Unfulfilled Prophecy, Arranged and Examined, 
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есу.” He warns that the age is speedily coming to its end, when 
the "time-'allotted" shall pass.. Thus he appeals to the men of 
the cloth to discern the signs of the times and prepare for the 
"approaching time of our trial." = | 


VI. American Reprints of British Expositions 


Note should be taken, in passing, of the extensive and sys- 
tematic American reprinting of the recent leading British works 
-on prophecy. Orrin Rogers of Philadelphia conducted an un- 
usual semimonthly magazine called The Literalist," at Philadel- 
phia from 1840 to, 1842. It was simply composed of reprints of 
British books by Way (Basilicus, Cuninghame, Anderson, 
Habershon, Brooks, M'Neile, Noel, Bickersteth, Cox, Thorp, 
Sirr, and others. A number of these were publicized in the 
early issues of the Millerite Signs of the Times before a dis- 
tinctive American advent literature had been developed in the 
New World. And apart from these two, The American Millen- 
arian and Prophetic Review, of New York, edited by I. P. La- 
bagh, publicized Begg, Pym, Anderson, and Irving, and offered 
their works for sale.” | 


15 Ibid., рр. 6, 7. 

116 Because of the separate title pages and paging, The Literalist appears to be a collection 
of separately published works bound together, But it was issued as a true periodical, semi- 
monthly. Its numbers contained an arbitrary number of pages, disregarding the beginning: 
and ending of the individual works, as is shown by the continuous signature numbering. Volume 
H ү published in 18 numbers, totaling 864 pages. (See “Notice to Subscribers”? announcing 
volume 
е 17 Тһе American Millenarian and Prophetic Review, vol. 2, nos. 3-6, 1843. 


CHAPTER  THIRTY-EIGHT 


Qu World Advent Awakening 
Collapses 


Disintegration of the strong witness of former years is now 
far advanced. Confusion, conflict, and loss of interest become 
increasingly marked. Only occasionally are cléar, strong voices 
heard —and they are submerged in the din of increasing differ- 
ences. Or they are like isolated voices crying in the wilderness 
of growing silence. And certainty on the prophetic time periods 
had gone from most of these. І 

. The Futurist School continues to counter the Historical 
School of interpretation, capitalizing to the full on variances in 
interpretation and conflict in the allocation of the time periods. 
Preterism was spreading among the rátionalistic-minded: 
Catholicism continues its bid, with some success, for recognition 
by those who had abandoned the position of the Papacy as the 
historical Antichrist. 

The nineteenth-century Old World Advent Awakening, 
based on prophecy, had broken down, just as did the Protestant 
Reformation witness on prophecy in the eighteenth century. 
Only in the New World was there left a strong Historical School 
of prophetic faith. | 

Before taking leave of the Old World, let us turn once more 
to.the troubled scene. The familiar Historical position, reiter- 
ated by Baylee, is now blurred by the overtones of the Protestant 
Futurists, Maitland and Tyso. And into these is injected, like 
a premonition, the challenging voice of Catholic Cardinal Man- 
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ning. Such is the parting glimpse of growing conflict, com- 
promise, and confusion that marks the fading out of the Histori- 
cal School witness in Britain in the middle « of the nineteenth 
century. 


I. Prophetic Herald—Pxophetic Interpretation 
Increasingly Blurred 


Still another journal on prophecy, The Prophetic Herald 
and Churchman’s Witness for Christ, was edited by Principal 
Joseph Baylee, of the St. Aidan Theological College at Birken- 
head, beginning in 1845. It was launched at a difficult time in 
exposition. In an introductory statement Baylee discloses how 
іп 1829 he became convinced of premillennialism,' about which 
the church knew little. The contrasting views on-the Revela- 
tion are set forth as in conflict —one that the prophecies have "all 
but received” their full accomplishment, the other that they are 
as yet largely “unfulfilled.” In other words, the conflict between 
the Historical and Futurist schools is on in earnest. 

Baylee holds to the “protestant interpretation of prophecy” 
—''that the apostate Popes of Rome are the man of sin and Anti- 
5 christ, and that the city of Rome is the Babylon foredoomed of 
God, and the Roman diocese the mother of harlots; also that a 
day stands for a year in prophetical chronology." * But the new 
Futurist emphasis has already made its impress, for even Baylee 
says that certain predictions of "awful personages" will require 
an additional application." | 

1. 2400-ҮкАк TERMINUS AND CONTINUATIONISM —]. H. 
Frere contributes heavily to the pages of the Prophetic Herald; .- 
furnishing a whole series of articles which stress his characteristic 
2400-year argument for Daniel 8:14, in a letter to Joseph Wolff 
citing the manuscripts in which they are allegedly found.” The 
dating of the 2400 is placed, as usual, from 553 в.с. to A.D. 1847. 
But Frere has now become involved in a kind of cabalistic calcu- 
lation of prophetic numbers, multiplying, dividing, and sub- 


1The Prophetic Herald and Churchman’s Witness for Christ, vol. 1, 
3 Ibid., р. 3. ae E 35 ff. 
3 Ibid. 5 Jbid., р. 132 tt. 
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tracting, finding the square root, еіс. He stresses Mohammedan 
epochs and Gentile periods, placing emphasis upon the Hegira, 
in A.D. 622, and the Mohammedan feature. The return of the 
Jews has its characteristic place” The "continuationist idea" is 
strongly in the forefront —the 1260 years ending іп 1792, the 
1290 in 1822-23, and the 1335 in 1867-68. 


2. SOCIETIES FULFILLING DEMANDS OF REVELATION 14.— 
The formation of the Society for the Investigation of Prophecy,. 
back in 1826, is rehearsed,’ supported by such men as Edward 
Irving, James Stratton, Thomas White, and others. Then the 
story of the Reformation Society in 1827 is told, with such men 
as C. S. Hawtrey, Lewis Way, and Edward Irving. These were 
formed with the express thought of helping to fulfill Revelation 
14:8 and Revelation 14:9, 11 respectively.” The first heralded 
the approaching fall of papal Babylon, and the second an- 
nounced the fearful punishments to be inflicted upon those 
remaining in her communion, and urged the people to come 
out of her.* 

3. Hurricane WHEN Winns RELEASED.—William Cuning- 
hame contributes an article on the “order of events connected 
with the second advent, and the war of Armageddon,” declaring, 
“The key to the present state of the world, and the position of 
the Church of God appears to be the vision of the holding of 
the four winds in the sixth seal." "^ The convictions of secular 
writers are quoted from Edinburgh Review," for example, 
“There is a greater and more momentous contest impending 
than ever before agitated human society.” And from Black- 
wood’s Edinburgh Magazine, after a comparison of the times 
with the days of Rome’s decay, the statement appears, “Great 
changes are in prospect everywhere." “А HURRICANE IS SWEEP- 
ING ONWARDS OF POLITICAL REVOLUTION.” “ 


4. IN PERIOD oF AWFUL ExPECTATION.— The repetition of 
the days of DOE and of Sodom is stressed by Baylee, with a 
* Ibid., рр, 135-140. э Ibid., p. 380 12 Ibid., p: 426. 
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"torrent of calamity” to break forth, and "universal dismay.” * 
He tells of the “never-ending Protocols" for the “ostensible and 
avowed purpose of preserving the peace of Europe, while their 
armies continuing strained to the highest pitch of a war estab- 
lishment in the midst of their professions of peace, proclaimed 
their deep forebodings of slaughter." ^ It is in the midst of such 
scenes that Christ shall descend to raise the dead and translate 
the living." Said Baylee, “Аз it seems to me, we have entered 
into that last period of awful expectation during which the 
Church is likened to the ten virgins.” * 


5. SECOND ADVENT GOAL OF CONVERGING LiwEs.—Disap- 
pointed because of unfulfilled promises of articles from "emi- 
nent writers on prophecy," the editor plans to do more of the 
writing himself. In this connection he says: 

"In examining unfulfilled prophecy, our great central point should be 
our blessed Lord's personal advent. It is that upon which all the rays of 
prophetic light converge, or from which they diverge. This is especially 
true of chronological investigations. We shall never attain to a true ar- 
rangement of unfulfilled prophecy until we have a clear view of the con- 
nection of predicted events with the Lord's advent." 29 

This principle he illustrates by certain "prophetic synchro- 
nisms.” Thus in Daniel 2, 7, and 11 the “destruction by the 
stone," the "coming of the Son of Man in the clouds of heaven," 
and the "standing up” of the great Prince is stressed.” In the 
book of Revelation the great heart is "the termination of our 
present dispensation in judgment, . . . and the subsequent res- 
- toration of the world." ^ In Revelation 11 the measuring of the 
temple and the slaying of the Witnesses is followed by the sound- 
ing of the seventh trump, when the kingdoms of the world be- 
come the kingdoms of Christ, and the anger of the nations, God's 
wrath and judgment, the resurrection of the dead, and the deliv- 
erance of the earth all converge." "The history of Babylon yields 
the same climax—Babylon’s awful and sudden ruin, ushering in 
the coming of the Lord, the overthrow of the assembled nations. 


15 Ibid., pp. 428, 429. 19 Ibid., pp. 504, 505. 
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—but with the restoration of the Jews." There the journal 
terminates. We shall take a further glance, however, at Princi- 
pal Baylee. 


II. Baylee—Prophetic Lectures Before Youth’s Society 


ЈоѕЕРН ВАҮІЕЕ (1808-1883), Irish theological writer and 
principal of St. Aidan's College, was a graduate of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, receiving the degrees of B.A. in 1834, M.A. in 
1848, and B.D. and D.D. in 1852. He was the founder and first 
principal of St. Aidan's Theological College, Birkenhead, and 

"prepared many students for the ministry. He was an ardent 

‚ champion of the Evangelical faith, and was fond of discussion 
with Roman Catholics." Accounts were published of his con- 
troversies with Dr. Thomas J. Brown, bishop of Apollonia, on 
The Infallibility. of the Church of Rome (1851), with Mr. 
Matthew Bridges on Protestantism vus. Roman Catholicism 
(1856), with Edward Miall, M.P., on Church Establishments 
(1864), and with Charles Bradlaugh on God, Man, and the- 
Bible (1867). He also wrote Principles of Scripture Interpreta- 
tion (1844), “The Kingdoms of Europe" in The Signs of the 
Times: ... Six Lectures (1854), and The Times of the Gentiles 
(1871). "Two columns in the British Museum catalogue are 
devoted to his works. . His oral lectures on the prophecies were 
frequent and impressive. 

1. KiNcpoM or Сор SUPERSEDES EARTHLY KINGDOMS.— 
Under the general title The Signs of the Times, Baylee joined 
‘five other clergymen of the Established Church in a series of 
“Six Lectures” before the Church of England’s Young Men’s 
Society in Southwark. His topic was "The Kingdoms of Europe 
Viewed in the Light of Scripture.” Holding that as striking an 
analogy prevailed "in the present times," as with “the close of 
previous dispensations," Baylee said, "We are coming towards 
the close of God's dealings with the Gentile nations." * Declar- 


3 Ibid. 
74 Dictionary 9 National Biography, vol. 1, p. 1361; Frederic Boase, Modern English. 
Biography, vol. 1, col. 199. 
: 35 Toseph "Ba lee, “The Kingdoms of Europe," in The Signs of the Times: . . . Six 
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ing that prophecy is the unfolding of the mind of God, including 
predictions of the future, he rehearses in sweeping survey the 
leading prophecies of Daniel and of Revelation. 

The four empires of Daniel 2 are portrayed as succeeded 
by the "kingdom of Christ," His kingdom "breaking to pieces in 
a violent manner those kingdoms of the world." The wildness 
and ferocity of those same nations is portrayed in the symbols of 
the beasts of Daniel 7 "rising out of the stormy winds of human 
passions," until the Ancient of days comes, and the everlasting 
kingdom is established. The little horn of the fourth. empire is 
"the Pope, and his usurped dominion and his tyranny against 
the saints of the Most High.” ” 


2. Days oF TRAMPLING NUMBERED BY WONDERFUL NUM- 
BERER.—In Daniel 8, Christ, the wonderful Numberer of the 
Secrets, is revealed as responding to the inquiry about the 2300 
years and how long the trampling of the daily sacrifice and the 
transgression of desolation would continue, giving assurance 
that "every day is numbered in the Divine Councils.” It shall 
come and not tarry. That end "will not be one moment after 
the right time.” He "has numbered the days of the kingdoms 
of the world." * E [LE 

3. Hour oF JUDGMENT SounpING BEFORE BABvLON's FALL. 
— Аз the Papacy is portrayed for the West, so, according to Bay- 
lee, in Revelation 9 the Mohammedan power is pictured in the 
East under the fifth and sixth trumpets. Then the seventh trum- 
pet marks the resurrection of the dead in connection with the 
establishment of the kingdom of God.* And in Revelation 14:6, 
“we have a reference to our own time,” as the angel Aying with 
' the everlasting gospel couples with it the warning, “The hour of 
His judgment is come." This is.to be followed by the fall of 
Babylon and the harvest, and the judgments of Revelation 16 on 
Western Europe—the sixth vial, involving the drying up'of the 
Euphrates, as "province after province has been torn from the 
Mohammedan power." * Then comes the grand climax as the 


2 Ibid., рр. 104-106. — - 28 Ibid., pp. 118, 119. 
т Ibid., p. 107. : ® Ibid.. pp. 119, 120. ` 
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"great earthquake" is accompanied by the declaration, "It is 
done," and Babylon falls. Then, at last, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords is seen "coming out of heaven with his returning 
saints to establish his glorious kingdom." ? | 


III. Charles Maitland—Futurist Historian of Early Interpretation 


CHARLES MaArrLAND (1815-1866), the son of Captain Charles 
David Maitland, previously noted," was also an expositor, but of 
the Futurist School. Born at Woolwich, Kent, he was educated 
at Brighton, and chose medicine as a profession. After gradu- 
ating from Edinburgh University with an M.D., in 1838, he 
visited Malta, Italy, Greece, and Egypt, then returned to Eng- 
land. After receiving his license from the London College of 
Physicians, in 1842, he practiced medicine successfully at Wind- 
sor for a few years. But as his tastes ran toward theology, he 
entered Magdalen Hall, Oxford, in 1848, at thirty-three, gradu- 

_ating with a B.A. in 1852.” He was ordained a deacon in 1852 
and an Anglican priest in 1853.” 

Maitland served as curate at All Saints, Southampton, then 
at Lyndhurst, Hampshire, and Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire. 
While at Rome he had been impressed by the catacombs, and so 
wrote The Church in the Catacombs (1846), illustrating it with 
his own drawings. In 1849, in the first year of his theological 
course, he wrote The Apostles School of Prophetic Interpreta- 
tion (1849)—an attack on the Historical School of interpreta- 
tion, particularly as represented by E. B. Elliott s Hore Apoca- 
lyptice. 

1. STRESSES VARIANT PosrrioNs Or DIFFERING SCHOOLS. — 
In The Apostles School of Prophetic Interpretation Maitland. 
gives a rather full history of the unfolding of prophetic interpre- 
tation from the Jewish writers before Christ" on through the 
early centuries, and into the Middle Ages." But he avoids the 


80 Ibid., pp. 120, 121. 
з See р. 60. 

32 Alumni Oxonienses: 1715-1886, vol. 3, p. 903. 

33 Dictionary of National Biography, voll 12, pp. 797, 798. 

34 Charles Maitland, The Apostles’ School of Prophetic Interpretation, chap. 1. 
35 Ibid., chaps. 2-4 
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Reformation school of writers and, picking up Ribera’s Futur- 
' ism and Bellarmine’s attack on the year-day principle, stresses 
Lacunza, and then the Futurists William Burgh and S. R. Mait- 
land.” 
Maitland stresses heavily the conflict among Protestant 
. sponsors of the Historical, Preterist, and Futurist Schools of ex- 
position? He capitalizes on the marked variation on the dating 
of the 1260 years and other prophetic periods," as well as on the 
identity of the little horn? and the two beasts of Revelation 13." . 
2. Traces VARIANT Positions TO ORIGINATORS.-.—Fairly 
well documented, and the result of extensive investigation, Mait- 
land’s book has much of value to one who is aware of its thesis. 
It is quite full in the Middle Ages, especially with Joachim and 
the Joachimite school," and the pre-Reformation Catholic 
writers. But Maitland holds that the "Remains of the Primitive: 
Interpretation” were picked up by the Jesuits and Lacunza,” 
and in modern times by Maitland and Burgh, though not gener- 
ally received. But he fails to note why the early writers held to 
literal time for the prophetic periods, and why they fixed upon 
an individual Antichrist, and also why many of those primitive 
positions were abandoned by Catholic and Protestant alike. 
Maitland sketches the history of Porphyry’s Antiochus 
Epiphanes theory of the little horn® and traces the idea of Mo- 
hammed, or the Turks, back to Joachim and the crusades,“ and . 
the “papal-antichrist and the year-day scheme" to the Cathari of 
the twelfth century,” to Eberhard and Brute. This work is 
helpful for reference. | 


IV. Futurist Tyso—Literal Time Periods Tied to Future Antichrist 


A final glimpse at Futurism's demoralizing grip on one 
growing wing of Protestantism is afforded by ЈоѕеРН Tyso,“ 
. whose Elucidation of the Prophecies (of Daniel and the Revela- 
tion) (1838), bears this revealing declaration on the title page: 


зв [bid., chap. 5. “Ibid. po, 438,439. — .. 49 Ibid., рр. 427-430. 
зт [bid., ; pp. 1-15. 41 Ibid., p. 320. 4 Ibid., pp. 430, 431. 
зв Ibid., pp. 431-447. є Ibid., fas 5. 55 Ibid., pp. 431- 433. 
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| "Shewing that Ше 70 weeks, the 1260 days, and the events predicted 
under the seven trumpets and seven vials, have not yet taken place, but 
that they will be accomplished within the space of about three years and 
a half from their commencement, and probably at no very distant period." 
A frontispiece chart pictures the four empires of Daniel 2, 
their parallels in Daniel 7, and Medo-Persia and Greece in Dan- 
iel 8. But Tyso’s scheme of dating begins the stone kingdom of 
Christ back at the first advent. The little horn of the fourth 
beast is declared to be neither the pope nor Mohammed. It is 
made "the Antichrist of the last days," and involves a "long inter- 
val of time' осо those cay events and the brief period of 
qe 
. 2300 Mave LirrRAL Days Yer Furure.—Tyso holds that 
the i ews will be reinstated and will "rebuild the temple and re- 
store the daily sacrifice." Then the Little Horn will wax great 
and "will take away the daily sacrifice and set up the predicted 
abomination, profane the sanctuary and the host and tread them 
under fdot in contempt for 2300 literal days." ^ This will all 
take place in the approaching time of the end. | 
2. DISPARITY oF PERIOD Datincs CapiraLizep.—In his dis- 
cussion of the seventy weeks Tyso capitalizes heavily upon the | 
variant beginning and ending dates projected by Mede, Bever-: 
ley, More, Newton, Prideau, Habershon, and others. He denies 
that the penon had been fulfilled on the year-day principle at the 
first advent.” The three and a half "times" he makes literal. 
years, and all the paralleling prophetic periods are likewise made 
literal time.” Again, the divergent dates of Historical School 
interpreters for the terminus of the 1260 year-days are paraded— 
ranging between 1789 and 1847." Апа, stretching back to the 
proposals of Reformation expositors, they do make a diversified 
list, as men were but gradually beginning to perceive the appro- 
priate beginning and ending of the period. This was inevitable. 
The same procedure is followed with the different applica- 
tions of the seven seals,” trumpets, and vials citing Bede, Bul- 


oseph Tyso, An Elucidation of the Prophecies, p . 24. 
К bid., p. Ibid., pp. e T5 78, 79. 
* Ibid., pp. 38, 44, 45. 52 Ibid., pp. 
50 Ibid., pp. 5 56-65. 
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linger, Napier, Brightman, Mede, Poole, Godwin, Beverley. 
Jurieu, Fleming, Whiston, Daubuz, Faber, Frere, Fry, Scott, 
Cooper, Cuninghame, Keith, Habershon---and their naturally 
conflicting Historicist, Preterist, and Futurist expositions." 
Likewise with the dissimilarities of the ten-horn tabulations, 
giving the different listings of Machiavelli, Napier, Eberhard, 
Brightman, Pareus, Mede, Daubuz, Newton, Whiston, Bishop 
Newton, Lloyd, Frere, Faber, Thorp, Cuninghame, Jurieu, 
Hale, Brooks—twenty-eight in all," scattered over centuries. 
This variance is made the occasion for discarding all. 

Thus the principles of Historical interpretation, built up 
by the cumulation of reverent scholarship of the centuries, are . 
brushed aside by an all-comprehensive application of literalism, 
and by thrusting virtually all events into that brief, congested 
period of Antichrist’s ascendancy just before the end. 


V. Cardinal Manning—Issues Challenge of Inescapable 
Alternatives 


Before taking leave of the Old World Interpreters of proph- 
ecy in this central span of the nineteenth century, we turn for a 
final word from. Catholicism's contemporary expositor—her 
noted prelate, Cardinal Manning, of England. . It is well to take 
this last fleeting look, "lest we forget"; for the basic conflict be- 
tween Catholic Futurist and the Protestant Historical schools is 
here forcefully and inescapably portrayed. The utterly irrecon- 
cilable conflict of opposites still stands—with Catholicism con- 
sistently the same, and Protestantism seriously shorn of its 
testimony, confused, capitulating, and helpless when surrender- 
ing its historic ground. The battle lines are clearly drawn. And 
the conflict presented is fundamental. Here is Manning. 

Henry Epwarp MANNING (1808-1892), Church of England 
clergyman and leader of the High Church party, became a priest 
of the Roman Catholic Church in 1851, and a cardinal priest in 
1875. He was born at Totteridge in Hertfordshire. He became 


58 Ibid., pp. 86-100. и Ibid., pp. 100-113. 
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archdeacon of Chichester in 1840, but joined the Church of 
Rome a decade later. After studying at Rome Manning was 
made provost of Westminster in 1857, and in 1865 became 
archbishop of Westminster. Writing in the early sixties, Man- 
ning maintained that the independence of the Roman church 
dates from the time Rome was abandoned by the emperors, as 
they moved to the East.* Later he wrote Christ and Antichrist. 


1. ANTICHRIST HELD BAck By ROME, PAGAN AND PAPAL.— 
Manning held that Antichristianism had been at work under 
- various contradictory forms ever since apostolic times. And he 
added, pointedly, that “in the present array of the popular 
opinion of, Europe against the Holy See and the Vicar of Jesus 
Christ, may be discerned the Antichristian instinct." " Accord- 
ing to Manning, paganism is to be restored briefly before the 
end of the world.. And the hindering influences, which have 
held back the full revelation of Antichrist, he declared to be the 
secular power of heathen Rome and the spiritual power of the 
Church of Rome. Manning then makes the climactic state- - 
ment that Antichrist is— "x 
"the direct and mortal enemy of the One Holy Catholic and Roman church 
—the unity from which all schism is made; the sole organ of the Divine voice 


of the Spirit of God; the shrine and sanctuary of the Incarnation and of the. 
continual sacrifice.” * В 


з 2. PROTESTANT INTERPRETATION “MASTER-STROKE OF DE- 
CEIT.” —In diseussie the prophecy of 2 Thessalonians 2, Man- 
ning deals with its “four great facts”——the revolt, the manifesta- 
tion, the hindrance, and the period of its power and persecu- 
tion.” After considering the first part at length, Manning asserts 
that Antichrist's manifestation is still future, and adds: 

"Such, then, is the Revolt, which has been gathering strength these 


1800 years, and ripening for the hour when it shall receive its leader and 
head." % 


b5 xr ete Edward Manning, The Temporal Power of the Vicar of Jesus Christ (2d ed.), 
pp. un 4-1 TA 
бв Ibid., $ 


5 Тра. pp. 82, 83. 
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Then immediately he recognizes, but denies, the "univer- 
sally received" historic Protestant position, completely reversing 
the Protestant argument: 


-“The interpretation universally received by Anti-catholic controversial- 
ists, whereby, first, Antichrist is held to be a spirit or system, and not a per- 
son, and next, to be the Catholic or Roman Church, or the Vicar of the 
Incarnate’ Word, is the master-stroke of deceit. It allays all fear, and 
inspires presumption and confidence, and fixes the attention of men to 
watch for the signs of his appearing any where. except where they are to 
be seen; and draws it off from the quarter where they are already visible." © 

3. Horns ANTICHRIST TO BE INDIviDUAL JEw.—Manning 
identifies his future Antichrist by this description: 


“That the тап `оЁ sin, the son of perdition—the wicked one—is a 
person, in all probability, of the Jewish race; that he is to be a supplanter 
of the true Messias, and therefore an Antichrist in the sense or substituting 
himself in the place of the true." * i 

4. MOHAMMEDANISM FORERUNNER OF ANTICHRIST’S DEPRE- 
DATION.— Replying further to the question, “What is the taking 

. away of the continual sacrifice?" of Daniel 8:11-14, Manning 
refers first to the morning-and-evening Jewish sacrifices in the 
temple, abolished by the destruction of Jerusalem. This he 
first applies “in type," to "the sacrifice of the Holy Eucharist, the 
true Paschal Lamb, which came in the place of the type— 

, namely, the sacrifice of Jesus Himself on Calvary, renewed per- ` 

petually and continued for ever in the sacrifice on the altar." * 

'Then follows a vital setting forth of the Catholic contention of 

relationship to the depredations of a future Antichrist for the 
brief period just before the world's end. But first of all he ap- 
plies it initially to Mohammedanism in the East, and then to 

Protestantism's rejection of the mass іп the West. These are, 

described as “instalments” or “forerunners” of the actual Anti- 
christ. Note the first application: 


"Now has that continual sacrifice been taken away? That which was 
typical of it in old days has been already taken away. But has the reality 
been taken away? The Holy Fathers who have written upon the subject of 
Antichrist, and have interpreted these prophecies of Daniel, say that about 
the end of the world, during the reign of Antichrist, the public offering of 


в Ibid. €? Ibid., p. 117. вз Ibid., p. 158. 


736 PROPHETIC FAITH 


the Holy Sacrifice for a little time will cease. Has there ever come to pass 
any thing which may be called an instalment or a forerunner of such an 
event as this? Look into the East. The Mahometan superstition, which 
arose in Arabia, and swept over Palestine and Asia Minor, the region of the 
Seven Churches, and Egypt, the north of Africa—the home of St. Augustine, 
St. Cyprian, St. Optatus—and finally penetrated into Constantinople, where 
soon it became dominant, has in every place persecuted and suppressed the 
worship and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.” * 


5. PROTESTANT ABOMINATION DESOLATES CATHOLIC SANC- 
TUARY.— Turning to the later Protestant desecration, Manning 
continues his argument: | i 


"Now let us look into the Western world: has the continual sacrifice 
been taken away in any other land?—for instance, in all those churches of 
Protestant Germany which were once Catholic, where the holy sacrifice of 
the Mass was daily offered? —throughout Norway, and Sweden, and Den- 
mark, and one half of Switzerland, where there are a multitude of ancient 
Catholic churches—throughout England, in the .cathedrals and the parish 
churches of this land, which were built simply as shrines of Jesus incarnate . 
in the Holy Eucharist, as sanctuaries raised for the offering of the Holy 
Sacrifice? What is the characteristic mark of the Reformation, but the 
rejection of the Mass, and all that belongs to it, as declared in the Thirty- 
nine Articles of the Church of England to be blasphemous fables and dan- 
gerous deceits? The suppression of the continual sacrifice is, above all, the 
mark and characteristic of the Protestant Reformation." ** 


And now comes the remarkable conclusion: 


"Nevertheless, this prophecy of Daniel has already its fulfillment both | 
in the East and West, —in the two wings, as it were; while in the heart of 
Christendom the Holy Sacrifice is offered still. What is the great flood 
of infidelity, revolution, and anarchy, which is now sapping the founda- 
tions of Christian society, not only in France; but in Italy, and encompass- 
ing Rome the centre and sanctuary of the Catholic Church, but the 
abomination which desolates the sanctuary, and takes away the continual 
sacrifice?" % i 


6. EITHER MASTERPIECE OF SATAN OR KINGDOM or Сор. 
: Nine years later Manning wrote The Fourfold Sovereignty of 
God (1871), in which he states that — 


"the: first great French Revolution was the inauguration of the reign of 
Antichrist, of the denial of Christian faith, of the ruin of the Christian 
order, of the subversion of the authority of the Church of God, both in. 
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public and private life; and from that day to this, the principles of 
turbulence and apostasy have scourged and tormented kingdoms.” “ 

The point should not be lost that Manning puts the "inaug- .. 
uration of the reign of Antichrist" at the French Revolution, 
whereas the bulk of the Protestant commentators had put the 
: end of his reign of 1260 years in this same French Revolution— 
the complete reversal. 

Manning boasts of Romanism's universality, unity, and 
“1800 years of traditionary history," and then makes а challeng- 
ing statement, doubtless filled with greater implication than de- 
signed, in which this issue is clearly and inescapably drawn: 

"Now, a system like this [Catholicism] is so unlike anything human, 
it has upon it notes, tokens, marks so altogether supernatural, that men now 
acknowledge it to be either Christ or Antichrist. There is nothing between 


these. extremes. Most true is this alternative. The Catholic Church is 
either the masterpiece of Satan or the kingdom of the Son of God." * 


Süch is the parting glimpse and alternative afforded by this 
noted Catholic champion in battle test with the increasingly 
decadent Protestant positions on prophecy. . 


9?! Henry Edward Manning; The Fourfold Sovereignty of God, p. 110. 
88 Ibid., pp. 170, 171. 
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A Summary of the Evidence 


I. Third Period of Pre-eminence of Prophetic Interpretation 


A quick summary of the vicissitudes of prophetic interpre- 
tation through the centuries will give the setting of the nine- 
teenth-century situation. The dawning of the nineteenth cén- 
tury marked the beginning of the third and final era, or period, 
characterized by general interest and emphasis upon prophecy. 
The first era of the dominance of prophecy spanned the first 
three or four centuries of the Christian Era. But it was sub- 
merged under the impact of direct attack upon the integrity of 
the actual books of Daniel and the Apocalypse, and of a flanking 
attack by the Latin Apostasy upon the five great determining 
factors in the exposition of prophecy. ` 

Those five factors were: (1) the literal resurrection of the 
righteous at the second advent; (2) the millennium, bounded by 
. the two resurrections and introduced by the second advent; (3) 
the outline prophecies, reaching their climax at the second 
advent; (4) the Antichrist, emerging from the ruins of Rome, 
dominant during its own allotted era and destroyed at the second 
advent; and (5) the kingdom of God, established by divine inter- - 
' position through the second advent. 

Following the collapse of the initial epoch of prophetic in- 
terpretation, brought about during the fourth and fifth cen- 
turies, came the dreary Dark Ages, when men stumbled blindly 
in darkness without the guiding light of prophecy. Under the 


gu 1 These are presented in detail in Volumes 1 ‘and 2 of The Prophetic Faith of Our 
athers. 
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play of false concepts all five factors were distorted into a spir- 
itual resurrection, a present millennium with Satan already 
bound, a mysticized view of the prophecies, an individual Jewish 
Antichrist in the future, and a carnalized kingdom of God in the 
form of the reigning Catholic Church. This was effected by the 
great Latin apostasy. ^ 

The sécond era of the ascendancy, or r dominance, of proph- 
есу was during the Protestant Reformation—the sixteenth and - 
early seventeenth centuries—introduced by pre-Reformation 
repudiators of the Dark Age misconceptions. Again, the expo- 
sition of the great outline prophecies of Daniel and the Apoca- 
lypse, as reaching their climax at the second advent, came into 
ascendancy, marked with far greater understanding. The Anti- 
christ was almost universally recognized as the great papal apos- 
tasy, and the time of its doom believed to be drawing on, for the 
1260 years were recognized as well advanced. The kingdom of 
God, to be established by divine interposition at the advent, was 
again declared. And finally, the millennium was once more 
properly placed in the future, to be introduced by the second 
advent and the literal resurrection of the dead. 

But no sooner: were these truths re-established than the 
great Catholic Counter Reformation, with its shrewd counter- 
systems of interpretation, struck at the militant prophetic expo- 
sition of the Reformation. One scheme pushed the prophecies 
of Antichrist back into the early centuries, with the little horn 
as some despotic Roman emperor, and its allotted period only 
literal time. The kingdom was nought but Roman Catholic 
. Christendom, and the millennium the medieval church concept 
introduced by Augustine. 

. Tragically enough, through Protestant acceptance, these 
concepts began to undermine the Reformation platform. There 
came a weakening and then, in the eighteenth century, a second 
collapse, this time of the strong Protestant stand on prophetic 
exposition. And along with it appeared a captivating post- 
millennialism, introduced by the Protestant Whitby. This 
blighting theory swept ruthlessly over Protestantism, premised 
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on a spiritual resurrection and world conversion concept that 
introduced the millennium without divine intervention and 
` put the second advent a thousand years into the future. 

| Such was the situation when the 1260-year era of the papal 
Little Horn ended in the time of the French Revolution. Then 
began the “time of the end," and with it the third great emphasis 
upon prophecy, and upon the now imminent second advent. 
Previously Daniel 7 had been the line of advancing study and 
emphasis—the four empires, with Rome the fourth; next, 
Rome's divisions; then the identification of the Little Horn as 
Antichrist; and finally the ending of its time period in the French 
Revolution. 

Now the spotlight of interest and concern passes to that last 
judgment-scene phase of Daniel 7 and to the particular study of 
Daniel 8. Emphasis shifts from the ending of the 1260 years to 
the approaching close of the 2300-year period of Daniel 8:14, 
and its synchronous beginning with the seventy weeks of years 
of Daniel 9. "With this was coupled the heralding of God's 
judgment-hour message of Revelation 14. Апа both of these 
were centered in the approaching second advent, which would 
raise the dead, bind the devil for the millennial period, end the 
great outline and time prophecies, destroy both the Papacy and 
Mohammedanism, and establish God's everlasting kingdom. 
All five factors were again ascendant. Prophetic interpretation 
was once more pre-eminent to a degree heretofore unknown. 

Simultaneously in the different countries of the Old World, 
though at first centering most prominently in Great Britain — 
the advent message was given, the judgment hour stressed, the 7 
ending of the longest prophetic time period heralded, along 
with the approaching cleansing of the sanctuary. A voluminous 
body of literature was produced; organizations were formed for 
the study and proclamation of the particular message of proph- 
ecy then due. Periodicals were established, and important con- 
ferences held. Missionary travelers like Wolff hastened afar 
with the urgent message. ‘There was even a stir within the 
ranks of Catholicism. 
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But alas, certain inherent weaknesses and differences devel- 
oped that intensified with the years. There was tragic failure 
to secure unity of view and of testimony. . And along with the 
odium brought upon the advent cause by the outbreak of the 
"tongues" manifestation in Irving's church, came the accentua- 
tion of differences in prophetic interpretation, the infiltration 
of the Catholic-born Futurist and Preterist theories, and the 
postponing effect of "continuationism." "The proclamation of 
the fair and lovely advent message in the Old World began to 
wane, to lapse into generalities, and then into silence. | 

Meantime the torch that was now bedimmed in the Old 
World was uplifted in the New, and the message that was dying 
out in Britain began to swell into a mighty cry in far-off America. 
But that climactic development is left for the next volume of 
The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers to portray. Such is the over- 
all picture of the transitions of the centuries. 


П. The Prophetic Truth Whose Time Had Come 


. Nothing in this old earth is more powerful than a prophetic 
.truth whose time has come. When Rome was ruling the West- 
ern world, a large group of contemporary students. of prophecy 
recognized and proclaimed the identity and fate of the fourth 
prophetic world empire. When Коше was in process of tenfold. 
division, another cluster of expositors left the written record of 
their perception, and their fears, of the coming Antichrist. 
When the papal Little Horn had unveiled its real character and 
identity, a great host of Reformers in many lands gave their 
witness to this advancing and then-present fulfillment of proph- 
ecy—so powerfully that it brought on the Counter Reformation 
with its clever countersystems.of interpretation. When the 1260 
years were ending, this solemn fact was also proclaimed on both 
sides of the Atlantic as then in process of fulfillment, while men 
awaited the next great event. 

And now when the judgment ‘hour was арген; with 
the ending of prophetic time, and the time of the cleansing of 
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the sanctuary and the imminence of the advent had come, sud- 
denly the witness was heard in different continents and many 
lands, giving startlingly similar testimony and exposition of 
prophecy thereon—so much so that William Miller, in America, 
wrote in his first book, in 1836, that “one or two on every quarter 
of the globe have proclaimed the news, and agree in the time." * 
And yet that was two years before other ministers had definitely 
associated with Miller in that proclamation in America! He 
had definite knowledge of these men and their dominant mes- 
sage—more fully than we have today, for many never left a writ- 
ten record of their preaching or exposition that was well known 
then. But the attesting witness of over fifty men has been found. 

To visualize the really amazing extent of the emphasis and 
application of the 2300 year-days in relation to the other proph- 
ecies, the accompanying tabular listing is here presented, with 
an explanatory note. It will repay careful scrutiny, as it portrays 
the powerful world character of the enunciation of the 2300-year 
prophecy when due. God never leaves a fundamental truth to 
a single witness. The table shows conclusively that this exposi- 
tion was no one-man hobby or obsession, no localized emphasis. 
Instead, it was a world awakening upon a prophetic truth whose. 
time had fully come. 

With the coming of that hour the heralding witnesses ap- 
peared in different lands—just as they had-done in the past for 
each truth for the time then present. And when adults refused 
to give it, as in Scandinavia, God placed His Spirit upon the 
children, that the message of the impending judgment might 
be given to men. 

But the tabulation reveals something else—grave diver- 
gencies as well as similarities of exposition of the 2300-year 
prophecy. And therein is revealed the occasion of the ultimate 
breakdown of the great Advent Awakening in Great Britain and 
the Old World. ‘The causes are not difficult to determine. But 
providentially, as the concepts became blurred and the voices 


„2 William Miller, Evidence from Scirpture [sic] and History of the Second Coming 
of Christ About the Year 1843, p. 193. : 
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waned in Europe, they came to the forefront in America with 
growing clarity, unity, and power, for the message must be her- 
alded, as the hour of proclamation had come. 

Nevertheless, the advent heralds first arose in the Old 
World, provided the initial literature from there, and afforded a 
great inspiration to other lands. Regrettably, they failed to “go 
on to perfection.” So others caught up the strain, and the center 
of study and proclamation shifted to the New World, as will be 
seen in the concluding volume. 


HI. Causes of Old World Witness Breakdown 


Five major factors made for the ultimate collapse of the Old 
World witness. These were: 


1. The growing diversity of view over the integrity of the 
number 2300, of Daniel 8:14—whether 2300 or 2400. While 
the majority advocated the 2300 years and began the period 
synchronously with the seventy weeks of years, usually from the 
` time of Artaxerxes, the militant adherents of the 2400-year posi- 
tion dated their longer span from the giving of the vision itself, 
without regard to, or certification from, the seventy weeks as the 
first segmerit—though they endéd them approximately with the 
2300-year advocates, namely, in 1847. This i led to in- 
creasing friction and variance. 


2. The increasing division of view as to whether the last 
. prophetic time period ended in 1844, or whether the 1335 year- 
days extended seventy-five years beyond the close of the 1260 
years; or to about 1867. This was on the premise that the three 
. related periods (the 1260, 1290, and 1335) began simultaneously: 
in 533. With such proponents of the ending of the 1335 years 
about 1867, the 2300 years was not the grand terminal point, 
but only a waymark midway betweeri the ending of the 1260 
and the 1335 years, and came to lose its former significance under 
this emphasis of an accommodating "continuationism." 

3. The wide diversity of view as to the nature of the cleans- 
ing of the sanctuary. To many, the cleansing of Jerusalem from 
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Mohammedanism's pollutions seemed involved, as well as the 
restoration of the Jews. One of the most pronounced character- 
istics of the Old World Advent Awakening was belief in the 
restoration and conversion of the Jews. In this they differed 
sharply from their fellow heralds of the advent in America. 
. This belief was tied inextricably into their prophetic concepts 
and expositions. Palestine must be reclaimed from Moham-* 
medan rule, and that opposing power was regarded as variously 
portrayed by the horn of Daniel 8, the latter power of Daniel 
11, the sixth trumpet of Revelation 9, and the vanishing 
Euphrates of Revelation 16. The eyes of such were increasingly 
fixed upon this Mohammedan concept. 

4. 'The view of some that the threatened "judgments" of 
God upon the Papacy and Mohammedanism are the intent of 
' the "judgment" to be heralded. Consequently their expectations 
now centered more upon the material transactions on earth than 
upon the second advent, with its attendant or preceding tran- 
scendent scenes. | 

5. The Catholic Futurist and Preterist counterinterpreta- 
tions which broke the unity of Protestantism's interpretation 
that had existed upon the basic identification of Antichrist and 
the year-day principle. They effectively blunted her witness, as 
numerous Protestants of influence began to deny the very prin- 
ciples that made the Reformation possible and powerful. 

These divisive factors, which prevented the essential unifi- 
cation, paved the way for growing misconceptions and disastrous 
variance. ‘They proved the undoing of prophetic interpretation 
in the Old World Advent Awakening by the close of the first 
half of the nineteenth century. For centuries the Papacy and 
Mohammedanism had held sway, but with the awaited ending 
of the 1260-, 391-, and 2300-year prophecies past, their power 
diminished to the point where their former dominance was no 
longer possible. Mighty movements, motivated Бу the advent 
hope and based upon the prophecies, appeared and gave the 
warning message. | i 

Then, when the earlier expectations did not materialize, 
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rationalistic theologians waxed bold and again denied that these 
had been inspired prophecies. They repeated the ancient argu- 
ment of Porphyry that the book of Daniel had been written by 
some Jew in the time of the exile—with the little horn as Antio- 
chus Epiphanes—and the quibble that the. Apocalypse was 
produced by some presbyter named John. Thus the baleful 
effects of rationalistic higher criticism were added to the apathy 
and reaction following upon the breakdown of the Historical 
School of interpretation in the Old World. 


IV. Judgment Message Heralded According to Schedule 


The final portion of the great outline prophecies of Daniel, 
sealed until the specified time of the end,’ had been opened to 
the understanding of men in the Old World. ‘The wise were to 
understand, and now the students of prophecy had seen much of. 
their import and declared in part the advent and judgment-hour 
message. No movement of this kind is to be found prior to 
1798. Now the obscuring veil covering Daniel 8:14 had been ` 
lifted, and men saw the intent of the words of Daniel 8 and of 
. Revelation 14:6, 7. Verily, the hour for understanding and 

proclamation had come. : 

This was all involved in the final verses of Daniel 7, beyond 
the close of the 1260 year-days of the Little Horn when. “the 
Ancient of days did sit,” and “thousand thousands ministered 

“unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
Him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened." This 
portrays the judgment scene in heaven while error and evil are 
still at work here on earth. While the unbelieving knew not - 
that the end is near and that the judgment is scheduled in 
heaven, to be followed by the second advent in glory, pious men 
all over the-world were led to study the judgment-hour message. 
then due, and to proclaim it with varying clarity and force,.and 
to appeal to mankind to prepare against that day. Such was the 
divine purpose and plan. 


3 Cf. Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585. 4 Dan. 7:9, 10. 
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This matter of the judgment hour is dealt with in three 
successive chapters—in Daniel 7, 8, and 9. In chapter 7 the assur- 
ance is given that the great apostasy against truth, the grievous 
falling away that was to follow apostolic times, and the domina- 
tion of the Little Horn will at last be dealt with in the judgment 
review above, and Christ will be adjudged the rightful possessor 
of the everlasting kingdom, while the usurper will be con- 
'demned to destruction. 

Next, in chapter 8, the prophet again saw in vision the his- 
toric apostasy—how it "cast down the truth to the ground; and 
it practised, and prospered.” ‘Truth seemed always to be 
trampled underfoot by error. But to the prophet’s inquiry, 
"How long shall be the vision?" the answer was, “Unto 2300 
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.” * ‘This period, like 
all symbolic time periods, was of year-days, indicating. when 
God's judgment hour would come, and when the opening of the 
great antitypical service of the cleansing of the sanctuary would 
begin. And while the verdict against sin and error was being 
prepared in the judgment court in heaven, the synchronous 
message on earth began to lift up again the truths so long trodden 
underfoot by tradition. Only this would answer the question, 
How long shall error trample upon truth without being chal- 
lenged and answered from the Word? ‘This cleansing of the 
sanctuary was to come in the latter day, for the angel declared, 
. "Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be 
the vision." * | ; 

In chapter 9 the angel returns to Daniel to complete the 
. explanation. The beginning of the 2300-year-day period has 
not been explained or identified. ‘The angel begins with the 
time prophecy. A lesser period was "determined," or cut off,’ 
from the full 2300 years and allotted to the Jewish state and 
people, the shorter period to lead to the times of the Messiah, 
when Jerusalem would fill up-the cup of transgression. When 
this first portion of the prophetic period begins, the longer 
period of the 2300 years must also begin. And that would be 


5 Dan. 8:14. U^ 7 *Dan. 8:12-17. * Dan. 9:24. 
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from the command “to restore and to build Jerusalem" ? which 
fell in 457 B.c. 

It was this grand clue—of the seventy weeks as the first seg- 
ment of the 2300 years, cut off for the Jews and climaxing with 
the Messiah—that burst simultaneously upon the minds of men 
in Europe and America, and even in Asia and Africa. This was 
the great advance truth that led to the emphasis upon the 2300 
years from 457 в.с. to А.р. 1843 or 1844 which we have surveyed. 
Clearer and clearer became the perception in the first four 
decades of the nineteenth century, until it reached. its peak in 
America in the summer and autumn of 1844, contemporane- 
ously with the predicted time of the prophecy. ` | 


V. The Support of Reverent Scholarship. 


Attention is again drawn, in closing, to the fact that the 
scholastic attainments of the various expositors cited in the 
sketches scattered throughout these chapters, and the responsible 
preaching and teaching positions that they held, have been pre- 
sented for this primary purpose: To indicate that the great ma- 
jority of these interpreters of prophecy were graduates of various 
institutions of higher learning and held posts of recognized lead- 
ership in different denominational organizations; they therefore 
had highly trained minds and maintained well-balanced view- 
points; they were neither ignorant nor gullible; they were not 
given to fancy or vagary, but were sound, sensible, and stable; 
they were. men of accomplishment, the intellectual peers of any 
in their day. 

They ministered, moreover, to sober and sensible congre- 
gations. And they customarily continued that ministry, includ- 
ing the public exposition of prophecy, without serious censure 
ore challenge. , They were regarded as reputable, respectable, and 
representative men. And they were not confined to any one 
sect.or denomination. but were scattered through all, established 
churches as well as nonconformist. They were dergymen. for 


8 Dan, 9:22 ff. 
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the most part, but included many laymen of conspicuous talent 
and achievement. And they banded together in group study and 
joint proclamation of the prophetic message. 

‘These men were accomplished in Biblical languages, Latin, 
and history, and were well acquainted with the principles of 
sound exegesis. They were not inclined to catch up some fanci- 
ful or irrational theory. On the contrary, they were rather mat- 
ter of fact and exacting in their scholarship. They had come : 
to their conclusions on the. basis of substantial evidence, after 
painstaking study consuming years and sometimes decades. Such 
was the caliber and character of the nineteenth-century Old 
World expositors of prophecy. 

The expressed convictions of the champions of the Histori- 
cal School of prophetic interpretation are therefore entitled to 
due weight, and respectful consideration. Moreover, the inter- 

“national character and geographical spread of its exponents is 
evidence that the principles propounded must have been reason- 
ably sensible or they would not have had such general appeal 
and acceptance. (To this may be added the converse fact that 
their opponents had adopted the distinctly Catholic systems 
of Futurist and Preterist counterinterpretation specifically de- 
signed to thwart the Historical School of genuine prophetic 
exposition. Or, they had accepted the popular postmillennial 
theory of world conversion. So the issue was sharply defined.) 

Bringing this impressive background to bear upon the prob- 
lem of the extraordinary interest in the 2300 years which ap- 
peared for the first time in the nineteenth-century study of 
prophecy, we are led to make this observation: The very fact 
that the year-day principle was applied by the Historicists to all 
prophetic time periods, and likewise that the 2300 days were 
recognized as years by many scores of the ablest scholars, entitles 
such a postulate to a respectful hearing. And, further, the 


® Of fifty-two leading Old World expositors whose full educational records are available, 
forty-six had received the B.A. degree, and twenty-six the M.A. as well, while six had obtained 
the B.D. degree, and ten had had the D.D. degree conferred on them. Five were graduates 
in law, and two in medicine. Among: them were three bishops, and at least five were professors 
in univers tics or seminaries. Biographical data on others would doubtless increase the grand 
total. 
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recognition by some fifty of these representative, trained, and — 
often individualistic minds of the seventy weeks of years as the 
key to the chronological placing of the 2300 years, cannot be 
brushed aside as trivial and unworthy exegesis. They held 
firmly to the proposition that the seventy weeks of years was the 
first segment of time cut off from the beginning of the longer 
period for the Jews, and that it led to the crucifixion of the 
promised Messiah at His first advent. 

Therefore, we may well bend our efforts to ascertaining 
what this remarkable prophecy really called for, and to discover- 
ing whether its impressive demands were actually met in events 
that may not have been recognized in the Old World at the 
time. This, among other features, will be pursued in the fourth 
volume of The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers. 
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ШЫ бло 


‘This list does not include hundreds of works alluded to, and often named 
. in the text, but not specifically cited. It is virtually confined to those works for 
which specific credit appears in the footnotes. 


1. Check List on Early American Prophetic Works.—The greatest single 
help to checking the works published in America prior to the nineteenth century 
is Charles Evans’ twelve-volume American Bibliography. (Chicago: The Au 
thor, 1903-1934) Listing 35,854 titles between 1639 and 1799, this giant 
bibliographical monument of exacting scholarship provides a faithful reflector 
of colonial times, as well as ће early national period following. 

. Giving full name of author and full title of each book, then place, pub- 
lisher, date, sizé, and edition, Evans’ work provides an invaluable tabulation of 
most volumes in the field of our special quest. Chronological in arrangement, 
and with topical, title, author, and publisher indexes and cross references, it is 
unique for tracing literature in special categories. Since it is based on thc . 
.holdings of all the leading American libraries and historical societies, few titles 
escaped inclusion. | . 

The earliest American titles were, of course, published in the Old World. 
The early American presses, when they began to operate, were limited in number 
and capacity, and many works by colonial authors still continued to be printed 
in old England. There were but 648 American imprints in the seventeenth 
century. In fact, there were but 3,244 printed titles between. 1639 and 1729. 
(Lawrence C. Wroth, “Evans’. American Bibliography a Matrix of Histories," 
in Charles Evans, American Bibliography, 1639-1729, Ath. preliminary leaf, recto 
Boston: C. E. Goodspeed and Co., 1943. A special edition of Evans’ first volume 
in the Rare Book Collection, of the Library of Congress.) The proportionate 
number, therefore, that bear upon prophecy is truly remarkable. And as 
ministers led in much of the literature of the day, their books, апа printed 
convention, election, fast day, thanksgiving, and regular sermons, provide a 
faithful portrayal of the times. Their interpretations of prophecy are the more 
conspicuous because of the authoritative place occupied by the preacher. The 
American Antiquarian Society of Worcester, Mass., has the largest single collec. 
tion of all Americana prior to 1820, comprising some 70 per cent of all titles. — 

` It may pertinently be added that the history of the colonial American 
town was in large measure that of its churches; and in turn, the history of the 
churches was essentially that of their clergy. Ministers were usually the leaders 
not only in theology, but in education, law, medicine, and often in politics. 
"Their training may be judged by the fact that nine tenths of the colonial clergy 
of Massachusetts were college graduates. and the others were privately tutored 
by college-trained men. It is also interesting to note that in New England 
three quarters of the ministry were Congregational. So says Dr. Weis, whose 
two volumes on colonial clergy are mines of biographical information for this 
period. (Frederick L. Weis, The Colonial’ Clergy and the Colonial Churches 
of New England [1620-1776]. Lancaster, Mass.: [Society of the Descendants of 
the Colonial Clergy], 1936. The Colonial Churches and the Colonial Clergy 
öf the Middle and Southern Colonies. Lancaster, Mass: (Society of the De 
scendants of the Colonial Clergy], 1938.) 


2. Check Lists on Old World Prophetic Works.—Copies of the májority 
of the prophetic works of the Old World Advent Awakening are to be found in the 
British: Museum and' the university libraries ‘of Oxford, Cambridge, Glasgow 
and Dublin. Some, however, were found only in the Staatsbibliothek of, Berlin 
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the Bibliothéque Nationale of Paris, the Bibliothéque Publique et Universitaire 
of Geneva, and the great libraries of America. The most complete and helpful 
single check list of Old World expositions was compiled in 1885 by Joshua W. 
Brooks, editor of T'he Investigator, in his Dictionary of Writers on the Proph- 
ecies, With the Titles and Occasional Descriptions of Their Works. (London: 
Simpkin, Marshall and Co., 1835) The next best is doubtless the briefer list 
of Edward Bickersteth in 4 Practical Guide to the Prophecies, pp. 364-891. 
(London: R. B. Seeley and W. Burnside, 1836.) ' 

3. Page Citations Listed in Bibliography.—Because of the extraordinarily 
large number of sources and authorities cited in the Bibliography, book and 
periodical titles, with accompanying references, are not repeated in the Index. 
'The page references for the works cited therefore appear only in the Bibliography. 
As sources predominate in this list, the relatively few authorities have not been 
segregated—the publishing dates serving to distinguish them. Periodicals and 
manuscripts are listed separately. 


BOOKS 


Adams, Charles Francis. Three Episodes of Massachusetts History. Boston and 
New York: Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1893. 2 vols. See p. 115. 
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. millan Company, 1938. (4 History of American Life, vol. 3.) See pp. 
29, 31, 32, 135, 141, 142, 159, 165, 166. 
Addis, Alfred. Heaven Opened, or, The Word of God: Being the Twelve Visions 
of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel, and St. John. London: Joseph Robins, 1829. 
Sée pp. 550, 556-560. 
Advent Sermons on Antichrist. In Tracts for the Times, vol. 5, no. 83. See рр. 
664, 665. | ` ] 
[Agier, Pierre-Jean]. Commentaire sur l'Apocalypse, par l'auteur des explications 
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The American Church History Series. Edited by Philip Schaff, and others. New 
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‚ Bayly, Thomas. See Thomas Parker, The Visions and Prophecies of Daniel. 
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See pp. 21, 28, 30, 135, 141, 148, 181, 182. 


760 А PROPHETIC FAITH 


[Begg, James A.J. A Connected View of Some of the Scriptural Evidence of the 

í Redeemer's Speedy and. Personal. Return. 2d ed. London: James Nisbet, 
1830. [Author identified in Wm. Fulton, “A Memorial Discourse,” part 1, 
The Sabbath Recorder, May 13, 1869, p. 77.] See pp. 560, 562-564. 
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